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Ditch Ashdown, ministers tell Blair 


TONY BLAIR is fa cing a rebel- 
lion by the Cabinet’s three 
“heavy-hitters" over Labour's 
close links with the Liberal 
Democrats in a move that puts 
a new question mark over the 
future of Paddy Ashdown. 

John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor and Jack Straw 
the Hume Secretary, are to join 
forces in an attempt to prevent 
Mr Blair calling a referendum 
on electoral reform before the 
next general election. 

Mr Brown's opposition could 
hamper Mr Blair's attempts to 


by Andrew Grice 
and Colin Brown 
in Cape Town 

put on a united front with his 
Chancellor: after faction-fighting 
between their respective allies 
was blamed for the resignations 
of two senior ministers - Peter 
Mandelson and Geoffrey Robin- 
son - and Charlie Whelan, Mr 
Brown's press secretary. 

A source dose to Mr Brown 
said: “He doesn't understand 
why we need to offer the Lib 
Dems proportional represen- 
tation [PKl- He believes first- 


past-the-post is a better, more 
clear-cut system.” 

Mr Brown. Mr Prescott and 
Mr Straw are increasingly con- 
fident of blocking a referendum 
since the departure of Mr Man- 
delson, who was the Cabinet's 
strongest supporter of closer 
Lib-Lab relations. 

Sources dose to Mr Blair con- 
ceded yesterday that an early 
referendum was “less lihety” but 
insisted the Prime Minister 
could still call one before the 
next election if he felt he could 
win public support for a new vot- 
ing system for Westminster: 


Mr Blair insisted this week 
that links with the Liberal De- 
mocrats would "intensify'' but 
senior ministers claim he is in 
a dear minority in his own 
Cabinet "The balance of forces 
on this issue has changed con- 
siderably," said one. 

Mr Ashdown, already under 
fire in his own party for "coty- 
ing up" to Mr Blair, is bracing 
himself for further criticism as 
the prospect of a referendum 
recedes. 

Although the Liberal De- 
mocrat leader’s critics will not 
move against him in the run-up 


to elections to local authorities, 
the Scottish and Welsh assem- 
blies and the European Parlia- 
ment this spring, he will face a 
showdown over Lib-Lab rela- 
tions at his party's conference 
in Harrogate in September. 

There could be moves to re- 
place Mr Ashdown with a 
leader less keen on dose links 
with Mr Blair, such as Charles 
Kennedy, the agriculture 
spokesman, or Simon Hughes, 
the health spokesman. 

Last night, Mr Ashdown's al- 
lies doubted that his opponents 
would force a leadership contest 


and said he would not consider 
standing down until after the 
next general election. "He 
doesn't think there is a succes- 
sor yet he is still enjoying things 
and achieving things," said one. 

In a further blow to Mr Ash- 
down, opposition to electoral re- 
form inside the Labour Party 
has forced Mr Biair to put off a 
decision on the issue until au- 
tumn 2000. further reducing 
the prospect of a referendum 
before the next election, ex- 
pected in 2001. 

Supporters of reform had 
hoped that the Labour confer- 


ence in October this year would 
decide on plans by a commission 
headed by Lord Jenkins of Hill - 
head, which recommended a 
watered-down form of PR called 
the “alternative vote plus". 

The Prime Minister said the 
Jenkins report made “a well- 
argued and powerful case" but 
has put off a decision in the 
hope of winning over hostile 
Labour activists and MPs. "The 
driving force for closer Lib 
Dem links was not Peter Man- 
delson; it was Tbny Blair." one 
Blair aide said last night 

A defiant Mr Blair declared 


there would be no turning back 
from Labour’s "third way” poli- 
cies and rejected a return to okl 

Labour policies. 

Speaking in Cape Tbwn as he 
completed his three-day trip to 
South Africa, he said: "The an- 
swer to all the world's ills cant 
be to spend more public money 
or run the public sector in die 
same old way" be said. ‘'The 
new centre and centre-left, in pol- 
itics has to create its own con- 
stituency among the people." 
IVIondeo man wavers, page 8; 
Under fire, page 14; Leafing 
article. Review, page 3 


J Britons in 
g Yemen jail 
shot, claim 
< families 


Shifting sands yield ‘Stonehenge of the sea’ 


TWO OF the five British men 
being detained in Yfemen in 
connection with terrorist 
charges have been shot while 
in prison, lawyers acting for 
them said yesterday. 

But the claims were dis- 
counted fay British officials who 
have been in contact with the 
Yemeni Interior Minister and the 
Head of Security for Aden. The 
Ebreign Office said it bad not had 
any consular access to the men 
by last night however, amid 
growing anxiety about them. 

An earlier Haim that all the 
men have been tortured by the 
Yemeni authorities was also 
repeated by the mens’ families. 

Mr Rashad Yaqoob, of the 
Association of Moslem 
Lawyers.- said that the mother 
of one of die men had been told 
by a prison source that two of 
them had been shot at "We 
have information that the fam- 
ily of Mafik Nassar Harhra re- 
ceived a phone call from a 
person with a link in the Tfemen 
prison, but as of yet the extent 
of the injuries is unknown,” he 
said. "Lawyers helping me in 
Aden have told me that all the 
prisoners have suffered inhu- 
mane treatment" 

It was also revealed that the 
five men had an travelled sep- 
arately to the Yemen last 
month, and did not know each 
other They are Mohan Ghalain, 
18; Shahid Butt, 33; Malik Nas- 
sar Har hrfl f gfi; Samad Ahmed. 
21 and Gbulain Hussein, 25, all 
from Birmingham. They are 


By John Davison 

being held with Lebourfice Pier- 
rick James, 3D. from France. 

The Yemeni authorities have 
said that the men were part of 
the Islamic extremist group 
responsible far the kidnap of 16 
Westerners last month, and 
that they had been planning ter- 
rorist attacks. Kidnappers from 
the militant group Al Jihad 
took 16 western hostages on 
December 28, and four were 
killed in a rescue attempt the 
next day. The Yemenis have 
claimed that the kidnappers 
were demanding the release of 
the arrested men. 

The Yemeni Embassy in 1 
London said that the men had 
been arrested on 24 December 
and claimed they were “plan- 
ning to carry out terrorist acts 
in the countiy prior to the 
Abyan kidnapping”. 

The British codsu! general in 
Aden David Pearce said of the 
shooting claim s: “I am as con- 
fident as I can be that this re- 
port is not correct” 

Families of the men yester- 
day pleaded with the Yemen 
government to release them, 
amid fears that the men could 
be tried and executed as soon 
as this weekend, although it 
was thought a trial would not be 
held during Ramadan, which 
has over a week to run. 

The relatives deqy that any 
of the men have done anything 
wrong and are planning a 
demonstration in London. 



The mysterious tree temple’ on the north Norfolk coast. Unless action is taken the 4,000-year-old circle may disappear for ever Mark Brermand/Norjvlk Archaeology Unit 
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IT IS one of the eeriest and most 
mysterious ancient monuments 
discovered in Britain. 

A massive oak tree; stuck 
into the ground upside down 
with its great spread of roots 
pointing skywards, stands sur- 
rounded by a palisade-like cir- 
cle ofoak trunks. And it has just 
emerged from the sea. 

A wooden relative of Stone- 
henge, thought to be some sort 
of altar; it has been revealed by 
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By Michael McCarthy 
Environment Correspondent 

the shifting sands of Norfolk, 
where it had Iain buried and 
preserved for thousands of 
years. A beachcomber alerted 
archaeologists, who started ex- 
cavating in October 

The site, on the lonely coast 
at Holme-next-the-Sea near 
Hunstanton, is almost certain- 
ty ritual and probabfy to do with 


death. Within its oval ring of 54 
posts is the inverted oak tree 
with its roots, “like a table with 
fingers", says Dr Francis Piyoc 
president of the Council for 
British Archaeology. He be- 
lieves it is very likely to have 
been some form of altar. 

The tree-temple - if that is 
what it is -has been uncovered 
by tidal erosion. It is thought to 
have been constructed in the 
early Bronze Age, between 


2,000 and 1,200 BC, which would 
make it almost a contemporary 
of Stonehenge. 

The site, says Dr Pryra; is the 
most extraordinary archaeo- 
logical discovery he has ever 
seen and it must be preserved. 

However, unless difficult de- 
cisions are taken soon about 
preserving it, ft is likety to be de- 
stroyed by the action of the tides 
within two years. No decision 
can be made until the site 


is precisely dated. Carbon- 
dating of the wood is being 
carried out 

An excavation led by Mark 
Brennand of Norfolk County 
Council's Archaeology Unit 
suggests that the tree-temple 
was constructed on swampy 
ground some way inland, which 
the sea covered at a later date. 

Mr Brennand believes the 
purpose of the site was proba- 
bly excarnation - the practice 


of exposing the bodies erf the 
dead so that the flesh rotted 
more quickly, thus, it was 
thought, speeding the spirit on 
its way to the afterlife. 

Dr Pryor added that for our 
ancestors oak was a special 
wood : “The inverted oak is not 
just utilitarian, a simple way of 
making an altar. It is a very 
complex symbolic statement 
Perhaps a little sinister It is the 
world turned upside down.” 
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Excluded 


countries 


hurry to 


join euro 


A WEEK after the launch of the 
euro, two of the four EU “outs", 
Denmark and Sweden, are 
sending dear signals of their 
desire to sign up to the single 
currency as soon as possible— 
heightening the risk that 
Britain will much sooner than 
expected be left in the sole 
company of Greece outside the 
system. 

In Denmark, traditionally a 
Eurosceptic redoubt, succes- 
sive opinion polls since No- 
vember have produced dear 
majorities in favour of joining. 
The most recent on Thursday 
showed 50 per cent of the pub- 
lic in favour of membership, 
with 32 per cent opposed and 16 
per cent un derided. 

This survey came bard on 
the heels of a powerful en- 
dorsement of the euro by the 
Danish Prime Minister; Foul 
Nyrup Rasmussen, and a pre- 
diction by Marianne Jelved, 
the Economy Minister; that 
growing public support would 
allow the referendum required 
to approve membership to be 
held well before 2001, previously 
considered the earliest possible 
date. 

Thus Denmark could enter 
the system well before euro 
notes and coins replace na- 
tional currencies in mid-2002. 

The reasons for Denmark's 
apparent conversion are the 
smooth debut of the single cur- 
rency, after months during 
which the euro had shown its 
worth as a shield against glob- 
al currency turbulence, and 
the growing fear that the coun- 
try simply could not afford to sit 
on the sidelines. 

In Sweden, such arguments 
resonate even more strongly. 
The moment of truth came in 


By Rupert Cornwell 


high summer as the Asian cri- 
sis, followed by financial melt- 
down in Russia, threatened to 
turn Nordic financial markets 
inside out 

In the event, Sweden (as 
well as Norway which is notan 
EU member) took a buffeting. 

But not neighbouring Fin- 
land. despite its common bor- 
der and long historical 
associations with the farmer So- 
viet Union. 

In both Scandinavian coun- 
tries. as in Britain, industry is 
strongly in favour of the euro. 

Like Britain, both Denmark 
and Sweden easily meet the 
economic qualifications for 
membership. 

Unlike Britain, however, 
fears over being marginalised 
in Europe now outweigh re- 
luctance to make the surrender 
of national sovereignty implic- 
it in the euro. 

Thus, in contrast to Tony 
Blais the Swedish Prime Min- 
ister, Goran Persson, has just 
called for an early derision by 
his ruling Social Democrat 
party oa whether to join the sin- 
gle currency. This could come 
at a special party congress 
early nextyeaq opening the way 
for a referendum to approve 
entry later in 2000. 

If Denmark and Sweden 
enter; only Britain and Greece 
would be left out by the time 
euro notes and coins are cir- 
culating By then Greece too 
could be cm the print of joining. 
Failure to meet the economic 
criteria rather than domestic 
political opposition kept Athens 
out at the first time of asking 
Greece now aims tojotn by 2004 
at the latest 
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FORECAST 


General situation: A cold day everywhere. Apart from some mbit patches In the 
south of the country it will start off sunny and there will be further spells of 
sunshine throughout the day. Most places will see a partial build-up of cloud, 
however, and there ks Che threat of showers In coastal areas. Showers will cum 
wintry, especially across north-east England and the east and north of Scotland. 


IxnAon , SE England, E AngBa: Sunny spells and che risk of wintry showers. 

s. A light northerly wind. Max temp 4-6C (3»4BF)- 


espedaily towards coasts. 


Cent S England, MMIonriv Some decent sunshine and only a slight risk of a 
wintry shower. A light northerly wind. Max temp 3-5C (37-41 F). 


SI* England. Wale s; Plenty of sunshine and a su^ta rf<*_or a wintry shower. A 


light to moderate northerly wind. Max temp 3-6C (37-43F). 


Channel Is: Showers and sunny spells. A moderate northerly wind. Max cemp 5- 
7C (43-45F). 


E, Cent N A ME England: Sunny spells and wintry showers, mainly towards the 
coast. A light to moderate northerly wind. Max temp 3-SC (37-41 F). 


MW England, Lake Disc. Isle of Man: Mainly sunny. A light northerly wind. 
Max temp 3-5C [37-4 IF). 


N Ireland: Sunny spells and wintry Growers. A light northerly wind Max temp 
3-4C (37-39F). * K 


SW A NH Scotland. Glasgow. WAN Mins: Sunny spells and coastal showers. 
* " ‘ ‘ ‘ “ >5C 136-41F). 


A light to moderate north-west wind. Max temp 2 
SE A ME Scotland, Edinburgh, flhtrdtnr 
especially cowards coasts. A light north- west 


SE A ME Scotland, Edinburgh. Ahfrdtnr Sunny spells and wintry showers 
* wind. Max temp 2-5C (36-41 F). 


OUTLOOK 


A very cold and frosty start to Sunday There win be some sunshine once any fog 
has lifted with wintry showers mostly confined to the ease and north. On Sunday 
night there will be another sharp frost with wintry Showers continuing tow ard s 
North Sea coasts. 


London: A1Z Green Man Roundabout. 
Leytonstona. Major roadworks on new Mil 
Me road. IMS 3i« Decamber. 
CambridgMldm aid b W w u an Ratal and 
Mil. Resurtednq end bridge maintenance 
work at Shape* MIL uifT4tfi Fetxuary. 
Bristol: 418-19. Major Roadworks on 

Awnmouft Badge. Until BalJm 2001. 
Mut muu M taM re: M49 between u* M72 
and M4 JZ4. Roadworks UnS nth jawary. 
LmenJitRi: MB Between JZ7 Sraxfish ana 

428 Loyland Roadworks; contraflow and a 
»n**i speed *m* other Me ol Cannock 
Richard Semkas. UnS lEOi February, 


TRAVEL 


Greater MamJnarf w: A57. Narrow tones 
Manchester-bound due to MeOofink con- 
struction work. until 280i February. 

South Y u r kBlrtm: Mi Between J34 Ttaiey 
Viaduct (A6100J ft J34 Tinsley Viaduct 
[A8T7B). Sheffield. Cerrlagnray reduced to 2 
lanes Gouffibawd. Una 2i at Novembw 2000. 
Dumfries and GeKoamy: A74 between 
Beattocfc and Ji8 Amsndate. Wafer road- 
works, und 31st January 
AA lA i sd w nrrh- CM Q3S6 401777 Bor the 
West bed and national Baffle. news. Source. 
The Automobile Association. Cals charged 
at SOp per min fine VAR. 








A wreath yesterday hanging cm the memorial to the 47 passengers killed 10 years ago in the plane crash at Kegworth, LdcestershireRaj/mcmds 


Police chief 
harassment 


suspended over 
and assault claims 



lan Beckett: Suspended 
after assault allegations 


ONE OF the country's most se- 
- nior police officers has been 
suspended after accusations 
of'foarassment and assault 1 ’, it 
was announced yesterday. 

hm Beckett, 52, Deputy Chief 
Constable of Surrey, was sus- 
pended on Thursday at the end 
of an emergency police au- 
thority meeting, which has set 
up an inquiry into the matter 
The allegations were made 
earlier in the week by an em- 
ployee. Mr Beckett is the most 
senior officer to be suspended 
in response to allegations of 
harassment 

The police force refused to 


By Jason bennetto 
Crime Correspondent - 


disdose whether the claims 
included afingntinns of sexual 
harassment and if they had 
been made by a police officer or 
member of the civilian staff 

A statement by Surrey Ptriice 
Authority said that die sus- 
pension had taken place with 
“immediate effect”. 

It added: “The Surrey Police 
Authority and Chief Constable 
of Surrey Ian Blair regard this 
matter as extremely serious 
and have responded so quick- 
ly to the allegations because. 


-whilst not prejudicing the out- 
come of any investigation, th 
remain committed to fairness 
and respect in the workplace.” 

An investigation will be car- 
ried out by City of London Po- 
Gce under supervision by the 
independent Police Complaints 
Authority. The PCA said yes- 
terday it had agreed to the 
suspension. A spokesman 
added; “We would hope to 
complete our investigations 
within 120 days but I do not 
know how complex this case is 
going to be." 

Mr Beckett was said to have 
left Surrey Police headquarters 
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Rain or 
Shine... 


AUSTRALIAN FARMERS are 
petitioning the Government 
for help in dealing with a 
plague of locusts in Queens- 
land after rninsually humid 
weather spawned ideal breed- 
ing conditions &r the veradous 
crop-eaten 

The insects breed five times 
a year and can increase their 
numbers sevenfold within 
months. An area of 150,000 
ataes in central Queensland has 
been sprayed to protect grain, 
citrus crops and pastures. 
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in Guildford yesterday morning 
before news of his suspension 
was made public 

He has been in the police 
service for 33 years and joined 
Surrey from tee Metropolitan 
Police in 1991 as the assistant 
chief constable, rising to tee 
deputy’s job in 1994. 

As a chief inspector in the 
Metropolitan Police, he was tee 
commander of tee raid on the 
home of Dorothy Groce in which 
she was shot and which sparked 
tee Brixton riots of 1985. 

Mr Beckett was awarded 
the Queen’s Police Medal in 
1997. 

He is the latest senior police 
officer to be suspended and in- 
vestigated after allegations of 
wrongdoing were made. 

Frank Wilkinson, tee Chief 
Constable of Gwent, has been 
suspendedfhrmorethanayear 


rounding tee issue of a speeding 
ticket to a prominent councillor 
and the award of contracts. 

The Police Complaints Au- 
thority warned in their annual 
report last June about tee in- 
creasing number of complaints 
made ty women accusing poKce 
officers of sexual harassment 


‘No mi 
action’ 
on loan 
scandal 


' **4 ' 




by Andrew Grice 

Political Editor 


PETER MANDELSW has avoid- 
ed a police Inquiry into his 
application fora mortgage, even 
though he failed to tell the 
Britannia Building Society 
about his £373,000 personal ban 
from Geoffrey Robinson. 

The Britannia announced 
yesterday it would take no fur- 
ther action against Mr Man- 
delson, saying the information 
he gave when he applied for a 
£150,000 mortgage was “accu- 
rate’’. Sources dose to Mr Man- 
deison insisted he did not 
disclose fteloan because it had 
not been arranged when he ap- 
plied for a mortgage in 1996. 

At the time, he had hoped to 
find the rest of tee £475,000 
needed to buy his house in 
NottingHIIl, west London, with 
help from his mother But when 
ho* fiwanrial circumstances 
did not allow it, he turned to Mr 
Robinson, who later became 

the paymaster-generaL 

Sources dose to Mr Man- 
delson admit it was an oversight 
teat he did not tell the Britan- 
nia about the loan.**He wanted 
to maintain the confidentiality 
that he had agreed with Mr 
Robinson,” said one. 

The Tories questioned tee 
building society’s decision, say- 
ing there should not be one ride 
for ordinary house buyers and 
ano ther for government min- 
isters. John Redwood, tee trade 

antffadustiy spo kesman, called 

on ted Britantiia and Mr Man- 
delson to publish all the details 
of the loan to help the inquiry 
by Elizabeth FUkin, the Com- 
mons standards watchdog, into 
whether the arrangement 
should have been declared in 
tee MPs’ register of interests. 

John Heaps, Britannia’s 
chief executive, insisted teal “no 
special courtesies'’ had been ex- 
tended to Mr Mandelson. Nor- 
mally, tee society calls in tee 
police only when borrowers fail 
to maintain repayments. 

Mr Heaps said Mr Mandel- 
sotfs mortgage account had 
been mai n ta i n ed satisfactorily 
at all times, and he had written 
clarifying Ids present financial 
position “I am satisfied that tee 
information given to us at the 
time of the mortgage applica- 
tion was accurate,” he said. 

Mr Mandelson said be was 
“delighted” he had been given 
clean bill of health” by the 
building society. 

Meanwhile, tee Tories criti- 
cised Mr Mandelson s involve- 
ment, at the invitation of the 
Prime Minister, in ajoinl work- 
ing group with the German 
government yesterday. 


High C will transfer westwards but extend a ridge north-east, law D will run 
eastwards. Lows F and G will merge as they move east. 
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The Five tribes of Conservative women 


5 I 



Suburban Queen loud and proud 


Dame ill! Knight 

Quintessential Edgbaston Tory madame. 
Hyacinth Bucket loves her! Big hair, big eyes, 
big dresses, and very big on loyalty. Paid-up 
member of hang ‘em and flog ’em and heavily 
involved in Townswomen’s Guilds. 
Uncompromising views. Enthusiast of tapestry. 


Teresa Gorman 

Libertarian. Billericay woman to the core. 
Wants out of Europe now, if not sooner, and 
wrote a book called ‘Bastards!’ that was all 
about Europe but could have been about men. 

Extreme believer In HRT and loud jackets. 
Knocked 10 years off her age to get selected. 


The Matron 


Ann Widdecombe 

Hattie Jacques of the Tories. The woman who 
assassinated Michael Howard by saying he had 
"something of the night" about him. Good 
sport, superb speaker, fervent anti-abortlonisc. 
Spends her spare time researching Charles ITs 
escape. Has risen above Doris Karloff taunts. 


Lady bountiful 


Virginia Bottomley 

Former psychiatric social worker turned 
politician. The caring, if bland, face of the Tories 
but was too robotic on TV for her own good. 
Very Marks & Spencer and fragrant too. From 
grand old family whose members believe in 
public service above all. 


Hague Babe 


Julie Kirkbride 

Young, working-class and a true believer in the 
Portillo way. Only a few years ago was just 
another journalist in a black leather skirt. 
Married to Northern Ireland spokesman 
Andrew Mackay. Tipped to go all the way to 
the middle. 


Wanted: ambitious women for safe 
Tory seats; blue rinses needn’t apply 


BLAIR HAS his 101 “Babes", 
Hague on}y has 14. The Tories 
have suddenly decided this is 
not good enough. 

William Hague has said that 
he wants to change all this, and 
yesterday it was reported that 
the party has set a secret tar- 
get of putting up 250 female can- 
didates to fight the next general 
election. 

Central Office denies there 
is a quota but Roger Freeman, 
who is overseeing candidate se- 
lection, says he hopes to recruit 
an array of high-calibre women 
who wffl prove irresistible to the 
selection paneL A lot of high-cal- 
ibre women W31 sqy that the se- 
lection panels found them 
ntysteriousjyeasy to resist but 
wish him well anyway. 

Everyone says that in the 
Labour Party the men discriiii- 


BY ANN TRENEMAN 

mate against the women, but in 
the Tory party it is the women 
who do the discriminating. Not 
the voters, but those who sit on 
the selection committees. 

“It was just plain old-fash- 
ioned jealousy!" says one ME 
These Tory women are not so 
much true blue as blue rinse 
and they have had little to offer 
their party but time. So why 
would they want a young 
thrusting female MP? Why take 
a chance on all those hormones 
when you could get a nice bar- 
rister in a pin stripe with two 
children and a wife? 

Not that most Tory woman 
would tell you that on the 
record. But then Tbiy women 
do not tend to go on the record 
about such things. 


“I've been to so many meet- 
ings at Tory party conferences 
on women and no one talks dur- 
ing the proceedings. On the 
whole, I think Tory women are 
quite well-behaved," says Maiy 
Ann Stephenson, of the Bhwcett 
Society. 

But, after the meetings, it all 
spills out “They just say 
they’ve been trying for the past 
28 years and they keep going to 
training courses and having 
their hair done and buying the 
right suits and they still don’t 
get selected." 

The whole subject of women 
MPs makes Edwina Currie 
laugh. “People do say It is the 
women who hold other women 
back with the Tories, but I 
think the whole party is stuck 
in a 1960s’ time warp. 

“There is no heartfelt wish 


to have MPs who reflect the 
country as a whole. That would 
mean talking about gay MPs or 
blade MPS. Instead they are stiH 
talking about women. There 
has been women's liberation 
since the Sixties. The Tory 
party, bless their cotton socks, 
have just caught up." 

A study by the Tory think- 
tank, the Bow Group, has found 
that barely 3 percent of party 
members are women aged 
under 45. 

Fiona Buxton, deputy chair- 
man of the Bow Group, says the 
average age of members is 67. 
Bea Campbell, the author of 
Iron Ladies, calls ita “genera- 
tional catastrophe". 

Linda McDougaU, author of 
Westminster Women and wife 
of the Labour MR Austin 
Mitchell, says that the Conser- 


vatives should see this as an op- 
portunity to change forever the 
view that they see women only 
as wives, grannies or nannies. 

“W illiam Hague could make 

a wholesale change in the 
thinking,’’ she says. Now, 
women are selected only in 
extreme circumstances. “When 
there is sleaze or scandal, they 
turn to a woman,” she says, 
panting out that Jacqui Lait re- 
placed Piers Merchant 

Obviously this is not the 
most sensible way to go about 
increasing the number of 
women MPs. Labour achieved 
its great leap forward with all- 
women shortlists, subsequent- 
ly abandoned as illegal- Many 
say that without such drastic 
measures the Ttories will never 
make an impact 

There is not a party in Eu- 


rope with a significant number 
of women in its parliament that 
has not used quotas. But even 
the word is enough to make 
many Tories see red. 

“Every woman in Parlia- 
ment should be able to look 
every man in the eye and say 
that she got their the same way 
that he did." says the leading 
Tory MR Ann Widdecombe. 

The leadership wants to 
fudge this, however Mr Hague 
has proposed that 25 per cent 
of the candidates interviewed 
in the first round of Westmin- 
ster selections should be 
women. The party rejected that 
but it could change. . ... 

The Tbiy MP Julie Kirk- 
bride is young and thrusting 
and believes that women 
should make up Half of every 
shortifot Others, like the former 


Tory adviser, Sheila Gunn, are 
now coming round to this way 
of thinking. “One talented 
woman friend searched for a 
winnable seat for more than 20 
years. At first she was told that 
she was too young, that she had 
a young family and so couldn’t 
devote herself fully to the job 
and, then, that she was too old 
at over 40," she wrote in the 
Spectator last year “It would be 
unforgivable for her daughters 
to suffer the same fete.” 

Miss Widdecombe does not 
believe they wilL She says her 
heart used to rink when she saw 
a mostly female selection panel, 
but those days are gone. “We 
must not go down the route of 
positive discrimination. Fm not 
very impressed with most of 
“Blair’s Babes” They get their 
pagers out before they even 


begin to speak. Not all of them, 
but many of those who came in 
because of discrimination are 
very substandard." 

This dislike of the Babes 
seems to cross most divides. 
Bea Campbell says the Tories 
should see this as a great op- 
portunity now that Labour has 
failed on women. 

“The Baroness Jays of this 
world hate what they call Sev- 
enties feminism -simple things 
like equal pay - and the coterie 
around Blair are deeply misog- 
ynist They are short-haired, 
stiff, young centurions who feel 
very safe in an environment 
where they don’t have to carry 
the burden of women and what 
matters to them." 

Over to you, Mr Hague. 

Leading Article, 
Review, page 3 


‘Men never said to your 
face they didn’t want you’ 


SEICENTO* BE SMALL AGAIN. 


By Louise Jury 

THE DOUBTS were rarely 
raised in public. It was only 
afterwards that they trickled 
back to the prospective Tory 
woman candidate, one recalled 
yesterday. 

“Nothing was ever specifi- 
cally stated,” Tessa Keswick 
said. “It’s not easy to identity 
where the hostility comes in. 
You used to hear more after- 
wards about the opinions they 
never actuality said - that they 
didn't want a woman." 

Mrs Keswick, now ifirectorof 
the Centre for Policy Studies, a 
centre-right policy think-tank, 
first tried to get elected in 1987 
awl was eventually allowed to 
fight a completely unwinnaWe 
seat In 1992 she tried again but 

was not even selected After that 

she gave up. 

She remembers aggressive 
questioning in interviews, al- 
though she concedes that men 
probably endured equally ag- 
gressive grfllings - though pos- 
sibly on different subjects. 

•“Why aren’t you wearing a 
wedding ring?’ they asked me 
mice. I was married, but just 
didn’t have the ring on.” 

There was no doubt men had 
the upper hand “If they had to 



Tessa Keswick: Tt was the men who were the pets’ 


choose, they would rather have 
a man. They’d appoint a male 

rHairman in a wflrH hp 

was a banker without even 
knowing him. I guess it was 
rather the same {with MPs]. If 
the CV is good enough, and the 
smile, they like the man. But it 
was not stated” 

With a background in ad- 
vertising and business, a smat- 
tering of journalism and service 


as a local councillor; Tessa 
Keswick had a reasonable CV 
of her owa “But I think you had 
to be extremely good, you just 
had to be that much better to 
be selected Judith Chaplin - 
who was a trained economist - 
was, but she bad about eight 
cabinet ministers ringing up for 
her” 

Mrs Keswick said she had re- 
cent no help at ah from Tbiy 


Central Office, although she 
had the impression that that po- 
sition had since improved “It 
was men who were the pets, 
who were pushed tty the [con- 
stituency] chairmen." 

Fbmale solidarity was large- 
ly non-existent out there in the 
Ibiy shires and boroughs. “The 
women were deeply suspicious 
of other women They love the 
young men” 

Mrs Keswick said there was 
no point in appointing women 
who were not up to the job, and 
she feared that many poten- 
tially good candidates current- 
ly saw standing for the 
Conservatives as a bad career 
move. 

But it was vital for the future 
of the Conservative Party that 
the party understood the dif- 
ference that more women 
would make. ‘‘Without them, the 
Conservative Party is going to 
shriveL" 

The positions she met have 
convinced Mrs Keswick that 
words are not enough. “I think 
it will take 30 years to get more 
women at this rate,” she said 
“Women MPs are just so im- 
portant They have got to feel 
that, instead of looking at them 
with pursed lips as if they had 
sucked on a lemon.” 



0% PI NAM Cl AND HUE INSURANCE FOE A YEAR. 


Mameds becoming minority 


MARRIED PEOPLE wfll be in 
the minority for the first time 
in recorded memory if current 
trends continue over the next 
10 years, .government experts 
prerficted yesterday. 

Ihe percentage of married 

adults is expected to fell to 48 


by Clare Garner ; 

ber - from L56 milium m 1996 
to about 3 million in 2Q2L But 


- to 45 per cent, by 2021, accord- 
ing to the Government Actuary 
Department At present mar- 
ried people make iq»55 percent 
of tife population in England 
and Wales. 

Couples , who. co-habit are 
ffitoly admost to doubfe in num- 


will still be fewer pet^le living 
as couples - married or un- 
married -in the first quarter of 
the 2ist century. 

The Government’s figures 
are based on the assumption 
that trends such as the fell in 
the marital rate for under 30-. 
year-olds, the rise in the pro- 
portion of single (never 
married) pebple who co-habit, - 

Ai^lfwiaTuiBiiyn gRwiyith^di. 


vorcerate, will continue at the 
same rate. 

The proportion of men who 
have never married is expect- 
ed to rise from 32 percent in 
1996 to 41 per cent in 2021. Pbr 
women, the figure is expected 
to rise from 24 per cent to 33 per 
dost over the same period 

A spokesman for the Church 
of England insisted last night 
that the decline in marriage 
was not a foregone ccmdusion. 
“If there is a downward trend, 
the question is, how long will it 
go on? life is often cyclical.. 
The church will continue to 


teach that marriage is the best 
way to cement a relationship 
and bring up children.” 

Divorce is likely to fell 
among younger age groups, 
but rise among the over-45s. 
The overall number ofcfivurces 
among adults will rise from 
855 per oentof all adults in 1996 
to ll per cent in 2021. Project- 
ed improvements in mortality 
mean the proportion of people 
who are widowed is to fell It is 
expected that the number of 
widowed females over 65 will 
drop from 49 per cent in 1996 to 
35per centin 202L 
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F Health crisis: Staff speak of demoraiisingly poor pay as one of Britain’s top doctors resigns over bed s ortag 

Dobson backs a new deal for nurses 


FRANK DOBSON placed his 
weight behind nurses* 
for higher pay yesterday as be 
condemned as an “interna- 
tional disgrace” the recruit- 
ment of foreign nurses from 
abroad to shore up the ailing 
National Health Service. 

The Secretary of State for 
Health said he wanted to see 
better pay more flexible shifts, 
famiJyfriendtyenqjb^eitpoJi- 
des and a new pay structure to 
make nursing a more attractive 
career and hdp to end the prac- 


by Jeremy laurance 
Health Editor 

tice of hospitals recruiting over- 
seas. With the nurses’ pay re- 
view body due to r^ort later this 
month, he said he hoped its rec- 

tientfy high" to attract and 
retain nurses. He also said he 
hoped the pay award would not 
be staged, as it was last yean 

TTis i wnaite ramp as nnr m»s 

from the Philippines tried an 
their NH5 uniforms after being 


down in for jobs they said paid 
three times better than at home. 
Meanwhile, hospitals in Ports- 
mouth appealed to patients’ rel- 
atives to help out because of staff 


The British Association for 
Accident and Emergency Med- 
irine said yesterday that the 
drive to cut waiting lists was di- 
verting resources from emer- 
gency care and had led to the 
shortage of beds. It is demand- 
ing a meeting with Mr Dobson. 

Dr Roger Evans, president 


of the association and a con- 
sultant in Cardiff said the sit- 
uation was worse this winter 
because of the emphasis on 
treating patterns for routine 
surgery: “That means there 
istft roomfor emergencies. We 
have patients on truBeys in the 
department far six, eight, or ten 
hours at a time so it looks as if 

we are not performing when it 

is just because we can’t move 
the patients on to a becL r 


NHS earlier in the we* ap- 
peared to be easing. The health 
department said 23 intensive- 
care units had beds available, 
and doctors pretficted the flu 
outbreak could have peaked 

and be on the way down m the 

northern and central regions. 

Mr Dobson said that some 
overstretched hospitals were 
facing “real problems” in deal- 
ing with staff shortages and 

_ _ _ - « P V S TTa vlafl twif 


ternahanal cfisg race... [devel- 
oped countries! talk a bout how 


WirpafAned to overwhelm the 


criticise managers for see kin g 

staff abroad but said; ‘Ttisanin- 


they are giving to the Third 

and all over the develop- 
ing world we are taking nurses 
and doctors away from thenL" 

S pf»»fcTTtg on BBC Baffin he 
said the blame for nursing 
shortages lay with the Tories. 
‘At the beginning of this decade 
there were abcmt 15^)00 nurs- 
es going into t raining each 


three years to train a nurse so 
the reduced number coming 
out of nurse training now is a 
product of the reduction they 
defibezaidymade at that tune” 

There are mere than 8,000 va- 
canries for nursing staff in the 
NHS and 15JSM nurses are in 
training - the highest figure for 


“Labour are fiddBng the facts to 


They refuse to admit that their 
obsession with the wafting list 


orities has been the real cause 
of patients waiting for hours an 
troBeys in hospital corridors. 


reduced it to U.000. It takes 


The Tory health spokes- 
woman, Ann 'Widdecombe, hit 
ba* at Mr Dobsorfs allegations 
that the Conservatives were to 
blame for the nursing crisis. 


ed lorries being used as tenqjo- 
zary mortuaries,” she said .... 

“Hie? actually cutback our 
planned increase in trainee 

nursesfor 1997-98 by3 percent, 
froml4percentto Upercent” 


‘You don’t 
get respect 
or money’ 


graduating NURSES ex- 
pressed their hopes and frars for 
the future yesterday with most 
of them disappointed at pros- 
pects for their profession. 

Some had taken time out 
from their careers to requalify 
or take advance qualifications; 
they spoke at a ceremony at 
Homerton College, Cambridge. 

Katie Chapman, 25, an aux- 
iliary nurse at Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital, Cambridge, was re- 
ceiving her higher-education 
diploma. 

The qualification will raise 
her status to staff nurse and her 
pay from £7,500 to £12£00. “T am 
pessimistic for the future. At the 
moment it’s very disheartening. 
You are working your hardest 
but not getting any respect or 
money. There is the bed crisis 
but if a bed is empty they say 
put someone in it, but there are 
not the people to care for them. 
It’s dangerous.” 

Phil McMenemy 35, a former 
engineer who came into nursing 
three-and-a -half years ago and 
who is nowa psychiatric charge 
nurse in an adolescent unit at St 
Albans, said- “I think nursing is 
becoming more professional ... 
But ... we use bank and agency 
nurses because we can’t fill the 
posts when they became vacant 
This isn’t good enough." 

Gayle Jenkins, 45, had been 
in nursing for many years and 
works with cancer patients at the 
West Suffolk Hospital in Buiy St 
Edmunds. She had taken a diplo- 
ma in palliative care. She said: 
“The number of nurses coming 
from school has dropped dras- 
tically. They can go into other 
jobs such as computing which 
will pay them far more.” 

Mary Ferguson, 42, works at 
the Rosie Maternity Hospital in 
Cambridge as a midwife and 
took a diploma in midwifery, al- 
though she already had years 
of experience. 

“You have the young ones 
craning up and you have to keep 


By Cathy Comerford 

up. Wb are terribly short staffed 
... but I love the job,” she said 

Helena EBerton, 46, has been 
in nursing for 25 years and 
works at Stoke MandeviBe Hos- 
pital. She progressed from en- 
rolled to state registered nurse 
and took time out to take the 
three-year diploma. “If s just for 
professional satisfaction ... I 
wish they would recognise nurs- 
es a little bit more,” she said 

Nicola Hewa; 26, is a quali- 
fied registered general nurse 
and requalified to specialise in 
children’s nursing. She works in 
the accident and emergency de- 
partment at Addenbrooke’s. 
“It’s very stressful in A&E be- 
cause we don’t have aqy beds. 
I don’t think the situation is 
going to improve because 
young people are going to go to 
University and will want to 
make shedloads of money at the 
end of it There’s a terrible lack 
of children’s nurses in A&E." 

Rachel Baker; 26, works on 
a children’s ward at Peterbor- 
ough District Hospital. She 
said: “We work so hard I be- 
came ill because I was so tired 
The more nurses that get qual- 
ified the easier it wili get If the 
pay was enough more people 
would come into it" 

Carole Crowson, 49, has been 
a state registered nurse since 
1971. She manages an en- 
doscopy unit at Peterborough 
District Hospital. 

She said “A lot of my age 
group are retiring and that has 
caused the problem but within 
the next three to four years, with 
Project 2000 [a graduate train- 
ing scheme for nurses], the sit- 
uation will improve." 

Jo Simpson, 50, had taken a 
diploma in palliative care over 
three years as a modular 
course. She has been nursing 
for 28 years. “Wfe have had lots 
of changes. 1 expect there will be 
samemore.Icertaintyhopeso.’’ 



Some of the 140 niirses who received higher-education diplomas at a graduation ceremony yesterday at Homerton College, Cambridge 
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Head of casualty unit quits in protest 


ONE OF Britain's most 
respected hospital doctors has 
resigned as the head of Scot- 
land’s busiest accident and 
emergency department 
because the shortage of beds 
has made his job impossible. 

The resignation of Keith Lit- 
tle, a blunt Yorkshireman, as 
clinical director of the unit at 
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary has 
shaken the complacency in 
Scotland that although NHS 
hospitals are under pressure, 
the problems are not nearly as 
bad as in Englan d 

Demands for a further res- 
ignation— that of health minis- 
ter Sam Galbraith - were made 


By Stephen Goodwin 
S cotland Correspondent 

by health service workers at the 
Edinburgh hospital and by the 
Scottish National Party. Earli- 
er this weekMr Galbraith, a far- 
mer neurosurgeon, committed 
the cardinal ministerial error of 
saying there was “no crisis”. 

Dr Little said he accepted 
there was no “bottomless pft" of 
money available but maintained 
that the needs of patients were 
not being met by resources. He 
cited examples of patients wait 
ing on trolleys for up to 10 
hours. “It is no use struggling to 
find a bed two hours after a pa- 


tient arrives. Empty beds must 
be available when they are 
needed," he said yesterday. 

Dr Little tendered his res- 
ignation eariy in December be- 
fore the winter crisis. He will 
continue to work as a consul- 
tant in the hospital's A&E 
department 

A past president of the 
British Association for Acodent 
and Emergency Medicine, he 
pioneered fast-response teams 
to treat disaster and crash vic- 
tims on the spot 

Dr Little has been forth- 
right in warning Tory and 
Labour ministers aboutmount- 
ing pressure on health ser- 


TSB Savings Interest Rates for Personal Customers 

From start of business on 9 January 1999 the following rates of interest are applicable to the accounts set out below. 


90 Day Notice 
Account* 

Annual 

Monthly 

Previous 

Nw 

Bwious 

New 

AER/Grass % 

AER/Gross X 

Net % 

AER % 

Gross % 

AER % 

Gross % 

Net % 

£100.000+ 

5.80 

5.55 

4.44 

5.55 

5.41 

520 

5.18 

4.14 

£ 50.000+ 

5.45 

5.15 

4.12 

520 

5.08 

4.90 

4.79 

3.83 

£ 25,000+ 

5.20 

4.80 

3.84 

4.95 

4.84 

4.55 

4.46 

3.57 

£ 10.000+ 

4.90 

4.40 

3.52 

4.65 

4.55 

4.15 

4.07 

326 


Instant Gold 
Savings Account* 


£50.000+ 


£25.000+ 


£10,000+ 


£ 2.500+ 


Annual 


Previous 


AER/GfBss % 


5.25 


4.70 


4.40 


4.05 


New 


AERAi/ass % 


5.00 


4.45 


4.15 


3.08 


Nel % 


4.00 


3.56 


3.32 


3.04 


Quarterly 


Previous 


AER % 


4.75 


4.45 


4 15 


3 SO 


Gro» % 


4.67 


4.38 


4.09 


3.75 


New 


AER % 


4.75 


420 


3.90 


3.55 


Gras % 


4.67 


4.14 


3.84 


3.50 


Net% 


3.73 


3.31 


3.08 


2.80 


60 Day Notice 
Account" 

Annual 

Monthly 

Previous 

New 

Previous 

New 

AER/Grass % 

AERUress % 

Net % 

A EH % 

Gross % 

AER% 

Grass % 

Net% 

£ 50.000+ 

5.00 

4.75 

3.80 

4.00 

3.93 

3.75 

3.69 

2.95 

£ 25.000+ 

4.70 

4.45 

3.56 

3.70 

3.64 

3.45 

3.40 

2.72 

t 10,000+ 

4.40 

4.15 

3.32 

3.40 

3-35 

3.15 

3.11 

248 

£ 5.000+ 

325 

3.10 

2.48 

2.35 

2.3 3 

2.10 

2.08 

1.66 

£ 500+ 

3.10 

2.85 

228 

2.10 

2.08 

1.85 

1.83 

1.47 


TESSA 


A0 balances 


Previous 


AOVTax Free % 


6.15 


new 


AER/Tax Free % 


5.80 


"fixing Saves 
Accounts 


£ 1 + 


Quarterly 


Previous 


AER* 


3.55 


Gross * 


3.50 


New 


AER* 


3.55 


Gross* 


3.50 


Net* 


2.80 


FlenLte Saving; 
Account 

Annual 

Monthly 

Previous 

New 

Previous 

New 

A£fM3ross% 

AEWGrassfc 

Net% 

AER % 

Gross % 

AER% 

Gross % 

Net % 

£ 10.000+ 

3.05 

2.70 

2.16 

2.80 

2.76 

2.45 

2A2 

1.94 

£ 5,000+ 

2.55 

2.20 

1.76 

2-JO 

2.28 

1.95 

1.93 

1.55 

£ 500+ 

2-30 

2.00 

1.60 

2.05 

2.03 

1.75 

1.74 

139 

Below £500 

020 

0.20 

0.16 

020 

020 

0.20 

0.20 

0.16 


Special New Year Offer! Open a Young Savers Account for your child 
by 29 January 1999 and receive double the normal rate of interest 
until the year 2000 - 7.00% at current rates for balances up to £2,000’. 
ACCOUNTS NO LONGER AVAILABLE FOR NEW BUSINESS 


TSB Fin 

Save 

Annual 

Previous 

New 1 

AER/Gross % 

AER/Gross % 

Net % 

£ 1 + 

3.00 

3 DO 



2.40 

Deposit 

Account 

Annual 

Previous 

, 1 

AER/Gross % 

AER/Gross X 

Net % 

£ 1+ 

0.50 

0.50 

0.40 


Details of current savings rates are available by calling 0845 300 0103. Alternatively visit our website www.tsb.co.uk 
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vices in Scotland. “Staff [at the 
ERH are working extremely 
hard, but" they have to have 
their problems recognised and 
not denied by anyone,” he said 
in a rebuke to Mr Galbraith. 

“The people in power have 
to recognise there is a problem, 
a difficulty, which is not an 
exaggeration or make-believe, 
otherwise staff will become 
worn down and disflhisioned.” 

He spoke erf the “frustration” 
of having patients waiting on 
trolleys for “fom; six or- eight 
hours" or even “in extreme 
cases” up to 10 hours, before 
being found a bed. Tracing tire 
problems back to May last year; 
he said the underlying cause 
was a more elderly population 
combined with bed closures. 

“Somehow those in charge 
have to identify a structure 
and a strategy wind! enable 
acute hospitals like this to have 
empty beds available to deal 
with emergency patients on a 
daily basis." 

Mr Galbraith’s trenchant de- 
nial of any crisis followed a 
claim by Dr Brian Potter, Scot- 
tish secretary of the British 
Medical Association, that the 
NHS was in “an unbelievably 
awful state”. Admissions at tile 
ERTs accident and emergency 



Dr little: Needs of A&E 
patients *not being me? 

department surged on Monday, 
with staff struggling to cope 
with 188 patients in 10 hours. At 
the time, Mr Galbraith re- 
sponded* “The NHS is not in cri- 
sis. The message is, we are very 
busy but we are coping.” 

Mr Galbraith remained 
insistent yesterday that there 
was “no crisis” and said that no 
one in the NHS had been 
gagged Admitting that Dr lit- 
tle's resignation was “not help- 
ful”, the minister said: “1 am 
sorry that Keith has given up 
his managerial post.. Vie are 
not too Ear apart" A long-term 
solution was in place with extra 
money, but it was “frustrat- 


ing” waiting for it to take effect 

Dr little said he was not 
aware that the position was as 
serious elsewhere in Scotland 
“Certainty my colleagues down 
south, at a meeting I was at in 
London [an Thursday]... every- 
one has mqorffifficulties in pro- 
cessing patients through the 
emergency services." 

Dr Potter said he was not 
surprised by Dr Iittie’s reasons 
for resigning “It is a natural 
consequence if you keep 
putting people in a position 
where they have to cope wilh in- 
tolerable odds.” He blamed the 
priv ate fi nan ce initiative, adept- 
ed by Labour from Conserva- 
tives, for “ripping the heart 
out of the NHS”. 

Joe Owens, chief executive 
of the hospital, claimed mea- 
sures had been put in place to 
tackle acute bed availability 
but these would “take time”. 

Tom Waterson, Unison rep- 
resentative at the hospital said 
Mr Galbraith should change his 
policies or go. “There is mas- 
sive pressure and massive frus- 
tration because there is just too 
much work and not enough 
staff- we are lurching from cri- 
sis to crisis.” Alex Saimond, 
leader of the SNIJ said the min- 
ister’s position was untenable. 
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£325* Roll Top Baths Single Ended Cast Iron 
£400* Roll Top Baths Double Ended Cast Iron 


40% off selected bathroom ranges 
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1 5% off Siematic kitchens 

or free installation 

or free American fridge/freezer 

or £1,500 towards appliances or a CP HART bathroom*' 
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Gliders over the bridge during the D-Day invasion 

Pegasus 
bridge to 
be rebuilt 
as D-Day 
memorial 
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The Pegasus bridge, which was uprooted six years ago and lies rusting in a lorry park 300 yards from its original location, is to be given a new home Brian Harris 


Brian Harris 
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WORK WILL begin in the next 
few weeks on a new memorial 
at Pegasus Bridge - the site of 
the first Allied action of D-Day 
and one of the most celebrated 
British actions of the Second 
World War. 

The original bridge, uproot- 
ed in 1993 and lying derelict 
ever since, is to be recon- 
structed as the piece de resis- 
tance of a £650,000 memorial 
and museum. Thereof will be 
shaped to look like one of the 
three British gliders that skid- 
ded to a halt nearby, carrying 
the first Allied soldiers to land 
on French soil. 

The project extends - but is 
unlikely to end - a tangled saga 
of local rivalries and misun- 
derstandings, accusations and 
counter-accusations, which led 
to the repossession and closure 
of a smaller museum near the 
new, replica bridge 14 months 
ago. It win also fulfil a promise 
made to British airborne vet- 
erans that the original Pegasus 
Bridge, dumped when the canal 
was widened six years ago, 
would be given an honourable 
and fitting new home. 

For the past year a number 
of groups - local councils in 
Normandy, British airborne 
veterans, the British embassy 
in Plans and a committee of 
Norman officials and digni- 
taries, dedicated to honouring 
the memory of D-Day - have 
been working quietly to create 
a new museum, with the old 
bridge rebuilt in its grounds. 

Although no formal an- 
nouncement has been made, all 
administrative and most Fund- 


By John Lichfield 
in Ranville, Normany 

ing problems have now been 
overcome. Work on the muse- 
um - a few yards from the 
eastern end of the original site 
of the bridge, in the commune 
of Ranville, the first French vil- 
lage to be liberated - is ex- 
pected to start as soon as 
planning formalities are com- 
pleted next month. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Neville 
Jackson, of Airborne Assault 
Normandy, the airborne veter- 
ans' trust that has been push- 
ing the project, said: “It has 
been a long haul and we didn't 
want to say much until we 
knew that we who more or less 
sure of succeeding. Now it's 99 
per cent sure.” 

The old bridge lies rusting 
and weed-infested at the end of 
a tony park. 300 hundred yards 
from its original location, on the 
Caen canal, a few miles inland 
from the “Sword" invasion 
beach. Bullet and cannon-shell 
scars still mark the battleship- 
grey girders, beneath which 
Lieutenant Danny Brotheridge 
of the Oxfordshire and Buck- 
inghamshire Light Infantry, 
became the first Allied casual- 
ty of the invasion at 20 minutes 
past midnight on 6 June, 1944. 

The capture of the bridge, 
and another span a half mile 
away across the River Orne, 
was the first act in a two-month 
struggle by British and Cana- 
dian forces in the 6th Airborne 
Division to protect the critical 
eastern flank of the D-Day 
beadies from German counter- 


attack. Failure could have led 
to the entire invasion being 
thrown back into the sea. 

Recently the bridge has be- 
come the object of a second, 
less feteful. but widely publi- 
cised battle. Arlette Gondree- 
Pritchett, 57, proprietor of a cel- 
ebrated cafe beside the bridge 
site, and part of the first fami- 
ly in France to be liberated, 
owned the land on which the 
original museum was built. She 
took eviction action, which 
dosed the memorial, in October 
1997 after a series of ill- 
tempered squabbles, induc- 
ing one shoving match in which 
she was pushed over a fence 
by the curator. 

Mrs Gondree-Pritchett then 
announced plans to expand a 
private museum in her own cafe 
and virulently opposed the idea 
of a new memorial, on the other 
side of the canal, claiming it 
would turn the area into a 
“theme park". She was sup- 
ported by some British veter- 
ans of Normandy including the 
former prime minister Sir 
Edward Heath. 

She was, however; equally 
virulently opposed by other air- 
borne veterans, including 
Major John Howard, 84, the 
man who led the attack on Pe- 
gasus Bridge. 

Patient diplomacy by British 
government officials and the 
airborne veterans' leaders in re- 
cent months hasattempted to 
persuade Mrs Gondree-Pritch- 
ett to adopt a more neutral at- 
titude to the new museum. 
British officials believe that 
the new visitors attracted by the 



A French architect’s impression of the new memorial with its glider-shaped roof 


memorial will help, rather than 
hinder, Mrs Gondree- 
Pritchett's plans to expand the 
family museum at her cafe. 

Mrs Gondree-Pritchett re- 
mains deeply suspicious of the 
new project although she has 
no plans to take formal moves 
to oppose it In England, where 
she lives in winter, she said: “I 
still have grave doubts about 
this idea. I fear that this is going 
to develop into a land of Dis- 
neyland of D-Day. The old 
bridge is now just a corpse. 
Restoring it on a new site has 
no significance whatsoever. 
The only truly historic, un- 
changed site left is ray cafe." 

Many British veterans- they 
claim to be the majority of sup 
vivors of the battles on the 
eastern flank of D-Day- share 
Mrs Gondree-Pritchett's con- 
cerns. Peter Pamwell, 73, who 
fought with the Highland Divi- 
sion and crossed the hridge “30 ' 
or so times in 1944" supports a 
rival plan to bring the olid bridge 
to a D-Day memorial site in 
Britain. “On the surface, it 
sounds as if this project has got , 
further than we believed it , 
would," he said. "But we've 
heard it all before. I'm still 
very concerned that the old 
bridge would not be properly 
displayed or maintained on this 
site." 

The British embassy in Paris 
has no such concerns. 
Brigadier Andrew Gadsby, the 
military attache, has been 
heavily involved, with the Am- 
bassador; Sir Michael Jay, in 
smoothing the path for the new 
museum. He said: “The am- 
bassador believes that this pro- 
ject will provide a fitting 
memorial for those who sacri- 
ficed their lives in perhaps the 
most crucial battle in the whale 
Normand|y campaign. It is no 
exaggeration to say that, if the 
eastern flank had given way the 
Germans could have rolled up 
the entire invasion, extending 
the war for another two to 
three years, even, conceivably 
changing its outcome. 

“At the same time, we believe 


Top jockeys questioned over 
race-fixing and doping claims 


TWO OF Britain’s senior jock- 
eys, Ray Cochrane and Graham 
Bradley, were arrested yester- 
day in connection with inquiries 
by the Metropolitan Police into 
allegations of horse doping and 
race-fixing. 

Cochrane, who won the 
Derby on Kahyasi in 1988, and 
Bradley, a Cheltenham Gold 
Cup winner on Bregawn in 1983, 
were questioned at Charing 
Cross police station, in central 
London. Charlie Brooks, until re- 
cently a leading trainer and fre- 
quent employer of Bradley, also 
attended the police station yes- 
terday His solicitor said later 
that he had done so voluntarily 
to offer his assistance, and that 
Brooks had “never at aqy stage 
participated in any activities 
which would contravene the 
rules of raring". 

The arrests bring to five the 
number of jockeys questioned by 

police during the course of a 22- 

month investigation. Three Na- 


gY GREG WOOD 

tional Hunt jockeys, Dean Gal- 
lagher, Leighton Aspell and 
Jamie Osborne, were arrested 
in January 1998, although both 
Aspefl and Osborne have been 
told that they will not face 
charges. Gallagher, and five 
other menare bailed to reappear 
at Charing Cross on 10 March. 

Both Bradley, 38, and 
Cochrane, 41, who is the first 
Flat jockey to be arrested, are 
among the most familiar 
names to punters in Britain’s 
betting shops. As well as the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup, Bradley 
has ridden the winners of the 
King George VI Chase and 
Hennessy Gold Cup, while 
Cochrane's record includes 
success in the Oaks, the Irish- 
Derby and the 1,000 Guineas. 

The investigation was initi- 
ated by the Jockey Club, which 
administers the Rules of Rac- 
ing, after two horses tested 


positive for tranquillisers iitt 
March 1997. Avanti Express, 
who ran at Exeter on 7 March, 
and Lively Knight, a runner at 
Phunpton on 29 March, were 
strongly fended for their races, 
but ran poorly. Avanti Express 
was 5-4 second-favourite for a 
hurdle race, while Lively 
Knight , who started at odds of 
1-7 (7-1 on) but finished second 
of three runners in a steeple- 
chase, was one of the hottest 
favourites of the yean Subse- 
quent dope tests showed that 
both had been given Acetyl- 
promazine, a fast-acting tran- 
quflHser; probably no more than 
half an hour before their races. 

The Jockey Club called in the 
Metropolitan PbEce in May 1997, - 
and soon afterwards the scope 
rftheinvestigation was widened 
to indude possible race-fixing. 
Unlike doping which will almost 
certainly be uncovered by post- 
race tests, race fixing is very dif- 
ficult to detect If a group of 


jock^ conspires to ensure teat 
a well-fenried runner wins, and 
then backs it accordingly, 
all that the public win see is 
another winning favourite. 

In a statement yesterday af- 
ternoon, the Jockey Club, while 
not referring to the jockeys by 
name, said that “the mere feet 
of their arrest. .. did not pose a 
sufficient threat to public con- 
fidence or the proper conduct 
of meetings to justify immedi- 
ate suspension”. It added, how- 
ever, that “the matter will be 
kept under review”. 

When Osborne, Aspell and 
Gallagher were arrested last 
year; their licences were im- 
medfet^ suspended, only to be 
restored a week later Osborne 
said yesterday that "the Or- 
ganised Crime group at Scot- 
land "&rd seem to be running 
a little bit out of control and j 
what I should urge everybody 
to do in this situation is not to 
draw conclusions". 


that the new museum is not a 
threat to Mrs Gondree-Pritch- 
ett, whom we wish well. tVe be- 
lieve that the two projects will 
eventually work in complete 
harmony." 

Local government funding of 
around £400.000 for the muse- 
um is expected to be an- 
nounced soon by the Calvados 
and Basse -Normandie coun- 
cils. A contribution of £250,000 
will be made by the Iocalfy run 
Comite du Debarquement. 
which operated the original 
museum on the site. The 
Comite will run the new, 
glider-shaped memorial, with 
help from the airborne veter- 
ans' trust 

A British company has of- 
fered to level the site free. 
Royal Engineers are expected 
to undertake most of the work 
of restoring Pegasus Bridge 
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Brigadier Andrew Gadsby 

and moving it a couple of hun- 
dred yards to its permanent 
resting place. Airborne Assault 
Normandy, which is dedicated 
to preserving the memory of 
the eastern flank campaign, 
hopes to raise up to another 
£400,000 from British sources. 


to help to equip the museum. 

“There is now little doubt 
that the museum will happen, 
even without British money" 
said Lt-Coi Jackson, a retired 
territorial airborne officer liv- 
ing in Normandy who has been 
the trust's main ambassador 
and negotiator in France. 

“But it is important, psy- 
chologically and morally that it 
should be seen to be support- 
ed by British as well as French 
cash. And the more money we 
have, the better equipped and 
the more advanced the muse- 
um will be." 

Pegasus Bridge, some 40 
metres long, will be re-erected 
in its entirety in front of the pic- 
ture windows of the main mu- 
seum hall, which will house 
8,000 artefacts and mementoes 
from June 1944. The exhibits 
and videos will tell the story of 


the capture of the bridge but 
also the less well-known saga 
of the two-month battle by the 
6th Airborne Division to seize 
and hold the ridge to the east 
and defend the D-Day landings 
from vigorous German counter- 
attacks. More than 1,000 men of 
the 6th Airborne - whose av- 
erage age was 20 - died in 
these battles. 

The hope is to open the mu- 
seum with a drop by British 
paratroopers, and maybe a 
royal visit, on or just before 6 
June next year. 

Anyone wishing to con- 
tribute to the project should 
send inquiries or any dona- 
tions to: The Pegasus Memor- 
ial c/o Airborne Assault 
Normandy Trust, Parachute 
Regiment Headquarters, 
Browning Barracks. Aldershot, 
Hants GU112BU. 
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BRITAIN'S BIGGEST TV AND VIDEO STORES 





SAVE <250 



JVC 

29" Dolby Pro-Logic 
TV with Surround 


• 68cm Visible Screen 
Size. 

• Fastext for easy access 
to Teletext. 

• Twin 5 CART sockets. 
Model 29SX2. 

Was £599.99. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST 

FREE OPTION* 


SHARP 21 * T V with Fastext 
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Screen Sire. BBB if 

Model S1ET25. BifllMf 
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£999 


HITACHI 

32* Widescreen TV with Dolby 
Pro-Logic Surround Sound 

76cm Visible Screen Size. 

Model C32WD2TN. Was £1099. 
12 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 


PANASONIC 28 -Wde*™™ 

wWi Dolby Pro^ogk RMBH SAUPnCEl 
Surround Sound NlA 

66oi\ Ybfcte Screen Sur. VL](8 r /fcLHoc! 
Model TKW2S84W Was 

09931 12 MONTHS INTEREST REE OPTION* 


Panasonic 

21" TV/Video Package 

21* Paste xt TV with Remote Control 

51cm visible screen size. 

PLUS 

Long Play Video with VrdeoPius 
and PDC 

Model 2153T/230. 

Total Separate Selling 
Price £409.98. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 


SONY 25* TV/Video Package 
25' MCAM Stereo TV with fastext 

PLUS UH wwhp*o 

NICAM Stereo V1d«>H7|l CQQ 
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4-Head NICAM Stereo Video 
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Model VMR775. 
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Panasonic 

| £50 


DVD Video Disc Player 

SALE PRICE 1 


■ Virtual Surround Sound. 

■ NTSC Playback. 

■ Multi-Function. 

Model DVDA150EB. Was £449.99. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTli 
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Panasonic 

TV/DVD Package 

28" Widescreen TV with 
Dolby Pro-Logic 

Surround Sound 

66cm visible screen size. 

rpLus i 

DVD Player 

Model TXW28R4DP/AT 50. 
Total Separate Selling 
Price £1199.98. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 


EXPERIENCE 


VIDEO 


STUNNING QUALITY 

DVD gives superior preture quality, with no 
interference and no distortion due to 525 
lines of horizontal resolution compared with 
the 240 lines of standard VHS DVD video 
players also play standard CDs with superb 
quality sound 


-1* !■•/•*** 





SURROUND SOUND 

Hear the movies as the director intended - 
on selected models with a surround sound 
capacity which matches the best cinemas, 
by linking to a Dolby digital decoder. 




DVD Video Disc Player 
with Dolby Digital 

■ Digital Quality Playback. 

■ Interactive Features. 

Model SD3107. Was £499.99 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 

TOSHIBA 

TV/DVD Package 
28" Widescreen TV 
with Dolby Digital 
Surround Sound 
66cm visible screen size. 
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SALE PRICE 
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SAVE 

£50 


PACKAGE PRICE 
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INTERACTIVE 

Selected machines offer a host of Interactive 
options including choosing your own 
camera angles, changing the story's ending, 
enlarging shots, pirwharp slow motion and 
freeze frame, and subtitles in up to 32 
different languages. 


DVD Player 
Model 28MW7DB/SD3 1 07. 
Total Separate Selling 
Price £1498.99. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 
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Demonstrations of Digital video system 
at your Currys Superstore now! 


USER FRIENDLY 

Ybu can instantly go to your favourite scene 
or track, without having to wind through a 
tape It's the best and easiest way to store 
films for a lifetime, with no loss of quality 
however many times they are played. 
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twisted view of man 


WHICH IS the most provincial 
city in Britain? Or. to put it 
more precisely, the inhabitants 
of which city in Britain know 
least about any other city or 
place in Britain? My money 
would be on London. This is 
not a particularly new thought, 
but it came out for another spin 
on its bike on Wednesday when 
the front-page of The Inde- 
pendent advertised Deborah 
Orr's fine new column inside 
the paper- that day about Scot- 
tish land reform - with the 
words: Ha way the lairds. 

A puzzle. The piece was 
about Scotland. “Ha way" is a 
Tyneside expression oF en- 
couragement, the traditional 
shout of football crowds to 
Newcastle United players 
(“Ha way the lads, come on 
boys!"), and unknown north of 
the Tweed. Even as a piece of 
world-play immune from ge- 
ography and dialect, it did noL 
make much sense. Ms Orr's 
piece was an anti-laird cry 
from the opposite terraces 
("Stick it to those feudal su- 
periors. break their legs!’’*. 


At lunch that day, dipping 
bread into the olive oil. I was 
grumbling auout this metro- 
politan solecism - grumbling 
mildly, pedantically and I have 
no doubt irritatingly - to three 
colleagues from the Granta 
office (in London), when the 
subject changed to Peter Man- 
del son. as it often does, and 
how many houses you could 
buy in Mr Mandelson's Hartle- 
pool constituency for the price 
of his own in Notting Hill I 
wondered if we were all quite 
sure where Hartlepool was. 

Nobody knew. "Up north" 
was the closest they could get. 

But west coast east coast 
somewhere in the middle? 

Nobody knew. 

North or south of Newcas- 
tle, east or west of Manches- 
ter, north or south of York? 

Nobody knew. 

Well, have a guess then. 

Only one taker for this: “I al- 
ways imagined it was near 
Liverpool." 

My colleagues are clever 
people, endowed with curiosi- 
ty, educated at England’s most 
ancient universities, and much 
more knowledgeable than I 
am about many things. The 
structuralism of Roland 
Barthes, the complete works of 
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George Eliot Lhe American 
musical, the Russian novel - 
the}' could give me a hiding in 
any of these. But they were all 
raised south of the Wash. “The 
North” to them was a mist that 
foil over the country some- 
where about Milton Keynes 
and receded only on the ap- 
proach to Iceland. 

The spatial relationship of 
Sheffield to Leeds. Inverness 
to Aberdeen. Newcastle to 
Middlesbrough, all were as 
mysterious to them as the 
source of the Nile would have 
been to a European explorer 
circa 1850 

Is there a reverse igno- 
rance? 1 do not think so. If you 
grow up in the North, you 
learn about the South for all 
kinds of reasons. London is 
there, the newspapers and 
television come from there, it 
is the place between you and 
continental Europe. You need 
often to go to it or through it. 
You cannot escape it. 

There are compensations, 
though, for coming from the 
mist, of which a well-founded 
smugness about southern 
provinciality is certainly one. 
Northern readers with south- 
ern partners, friends and col- 
leagues may like to reaffirm 
their superiority with the help 
of a blank sketch of Britain. Ask 
them if they can take their pens 
and mark the location of 
Hartlepool, and also Barrow, 
Jarrow and Dundee. 

I wish I could offer a prize 
for the closest results, a sort of 
spot-the-northem-ball compe- 
tition. Instead, how about this. 
Name the authors of The Man 
from the North , North and 
South, Northward Hoe, Our 
Friends in the North. All 
Points North The first reader’s 
letter which does this suc- 
cessfully wins for its writer a 
second-class return to the 
Mandelson constituency and a 








r ‘rw*rr , "~ '~ j ~ 


mm 










Hartlepool: ‘When the subject changed to Mr Mandelson’s constituency... “Up north” was the closest anyone could get’ Ted Ditchbum. 


handshake with the Member 
himself if you can find him 
there (Oh, all right, a bottle of 
Scotch). 


THIS WEEK, more than 20 
years after his death. Field 
Marshal Viscount Mont- 
gornexy of Alamein was "re- 
vealed” as an imperialist and 
racist. In 1947, the field mar- 
shal made a two-month tour of 
Africa and then submitted his 
Grand Design for the continent 
in a secret report to the prime 
minister. Clement Attlee, 
which was embarrassing to the 
government even at the time 


and has just been released by 
the Public Record Office under 
the 50-year-rule. 

Montgomery wanted to per- 
petuate and strengthen white 
rule in Africa, to suppress 
communist-inspired indepen- 
dence movements, and to at- 
tract a new breed of energetic 
white settler to replace the in- 
dolent. over-servanted class 
who were already there. 

The sentence in his report 
that has attracted most pub- 
licity runs: "There will be 
many people in the UK who 
will oppose such a plan on the 
grounds that the African will 
suffer; there is no reason 


whatever why he should suf- 
fer; and in any case he is a 
complete savage and is quite 
incapable of developing the 
country himself." 

According to some news- 
paper pieces, these thoughts 
have delivered a “body-blow" 
to Montgomery's public 
standing. Lord Chalfont, one 
of his biographers, thinks that 
his reputation has been "ir- 
redeemably damaged. .. I find 
it very disappointing and 
depressing". 

This is surely wrong. What- 
ever his military skills. Mont- 
gomery was well known as an 
unpleasant man (as Lord Chal- 


font concedes) and prone to 
what is now known as robust 
language, to show just what a 
robust little chap he was. But, 
more than that do we really 
imagine that his views, per- 
haps couched a little more 
circumspectly, were so re- 
markably uncommon among 
men of his generation 50 years 
ago? 

Montgomery was born in 
1887. For at least the first half 
of his life, the superiority of the 
white race was a given and, as 
an ideology, probably reached 
its peak during his adoles- 
cence. When Montgomery was 
1L Rudyard Kipling was urg- 


ing the United States to "pick 
up the white man's burden, 
send forth the best ye breed". 

Even 40 years later the idea 
that non-white colonies could 
successfully fend for them- 
selves was still relatively rare. 
In 1941, a celebrated Eng lish 
writer wrote of India that with- 
out British protection and ad- 
ministration it was "hardly 
even capable of feeding itself; 
that it depended on a frame- 
work of British technical ex- 
perts who “could not be 
replaced within five or ten 
years"; that its old British ad- 
ministrators needed to be re- 
tired in favour of younger and 


more energetic men (but still 
Britons). If Britain pulled out 
this writer wrote, the result for 
India would simply be re- 
colonisation by German}; Rus- 
sia or Japan and “a series of 
enormous famines which 
would kill millions of people 
within a few years". 

The writer? George Orwell, 
in one of his most famous es- 
says, "The Lion and the Uni- 
corn". This is not to equate 
Orwell with Montgomery. Or- 
well believed that India should 
be offered independence, 
which it would wisely decline 
and opt instead for partnership 
in a new kind of equal empire. 

Still, he did not get it right 
India opted for full indepen- 
dence only sue years later, and 
managed to run itself at least 
no less successful!}’ than under 
British rule. And although he 
was correct about a future 
starvation - a great famine did 
come to Bengal two years late 
- the millions it killed died be- 
cause of British rather than 
Japanese maladministration. 


I HAVE a borrowed book at 
home that a friend bought re- 
cently from a second-hand 
shop. IL contains magnificent 
photographic plates, which 
show the benign, progressive 
influence of Britain in every 
corner of the world. 

Underneath a picture of 
some wigwams in Canada, 
the caption says: “Nothing 
but their [the natives'] inher- 
ent incapacity prevents their 
attaining complete equality 
with the white race. But the 
disability exists, and all that 
the most philanthropic can 
hope for the native races of 
America is their gentle 
diminution, foliowed by their 
peaceful extinction." 

The book was published in 
1895. Montgomery would have 
been eight. The true shock of 
the Montgomery disclosure is 
that it seems to have caused 
a shock at alL It betrays an 
alarming ahistorical notion 
of whom we have been and 
wbat many of our forefathers 
believed. 


A JOKE just in by electronic 
mail from Delhi Q: What do 
they call the Indian version of 
Viagra? A: The God of Small 
Things. 


‘One in six farms to go 
organic within decade’ 


ORGANIC FARMING is booming 
in Britain, with the acreage of 
land kept free of fertilisers and 
pesticides doubling in one year. 

However; there is unlikely to 
be any decrease in the relatively 
high prices of organic foods for 

consumers -attest not for sev- 
eral years. 

Dr Nic Lampkin, a leading 
British authority on organic 
forming, told a conference yes- 
terday that one in six farms 
could be organic by 2010. 

Conventional forming with- 
chemicals was mired in reces- 
sion while the Government had 
boosted the payment it gives 
formers to convert to organic 
methods from £250 per hectare 
to £450. At the same time, there 
was such a strong demand for 


By Nicholas schoon 

organic foods that supermar- 
kets had to import the bulk of 
what they sold from abroad. 

Dr Lampkin said many 
farmers feared that as organ- 
ic produce moves into the 
mainstream, it would no longer 
fetch premium prices. Howev- 
er; he believed it would contin- 
ue to be relatively expensive for 
several years due to strong 
growth in demand. 

Dr Lampkin, of the Univer- 
sity of Wales, Aberystwyth, said 
Britain, which has an estimat- 
ed 1,500 organic formers, now 
had one of the fastest growth 
rates of organic forming in Eu- 
rope. Currently, one per cent of 
the total form acreage is or- 


ganic but over the next decade 
this could rise to 15 per cent 

Sales of produce across the 
European Union were worth 
about £4bn a year; Dr Lampkin 
told the National Conference on 
Organic flood and Farming in 
Cirencester; Glos. 

Dr Jules Pretty of the Uni- 
versity of Essex said that chem- 
ical-free forming could feed 
the globe’s entire population of 
10 billion people in the next cen- 
tury. His research, covering 63 
developing nations, had found 
there were already 2 million 
farmers who had used organic 
techniques to at least double 
their crop production. 

Many of them had aban- 
doned the use of chemical fer- 
tilisers and pesticides because 


they could no longer afford 
them. Yet, from India to Brazil 
they bad still found ways of dou- 
bling or even trebling yields. 

“We’re no longer talking 
about techniques used experi- 
mentally,” he said. 

Dr Pretty, director of his 
university's Centre for Envi- 
ronment and Society, gave the 
example of the velvet bean, 
grown in maize fields in Hon- 
duras and Guatemala. The 
bean has raised maize yields 
from 800kg per hectare to two 
tonnes - approaching the yields 
obtained by intensive forming 
in Europe. The bean turns ni- 
trogen in the air into nitrate fer- 
tiliser in the soiL Once fully 
grown, it is cut down and al- 
lowed to rot - making compost 


IN BRIEF 


Meningitis alert for youth football 

YOUNG FOOTBALLERS were warned yesterday not to 
share water bottles during games this weekend to cut the 
risk of spreading meningitis. Fear of the virus being 
spread by saliva in d rinks bottles has prompted the GT 
FbotbaH League to issue the warning to its 450 teams in 
South Yorkshire, Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire. 

Paedophile Jailed for 15 years 

A PAEDOPHILE who charmed the parents of his victims into 
trusting him was jailed for 15 years yesterday at the Old 
Bailey for abusing 10 boys over 20 years. Air-traffic con- 
troller Anthony Bridget; 52, who surfed the Internet for 
pornography was caught when Surrey Police raided his 
home and seized computer equipment and printouts. 

Boys questioned on rape attempt 

TWO BOYS aged 12 and another of 11 were questioned by 
police in connection with the alleged at temp ted rape of a 
girl aged six. The boys were arrested on Monday and 
released on police bail pending further inquiries. The 
alleged incident happened in south Reading , Berkshire. 

Teacher’s murder appeal granted 

THE DEPUTY headmaster jailed for life for murdering his 
foster daughter is to be -allowed to appeal against his 
conviction. Sion Jenkins, 40, was convicted last July of 
bludgeoning Billie- Jo Jenkins, 13. at the family home in 
Hastings. No (fete has been set for the appeaL 

Heart monitors for BA planes 

BRITISH AIRWAYS will become the first international 
airline to install heart monitors and cardiac resuscitation 
devices on all of its aircraft, it said yesterday. The airline 
plans to fit the first monitors on long-haul planes in April. 


Britain is e-mail 
capital of Europe 


BRITONS SEND more e-mails to 
friends and colleagues than 
any other nation in Europe. 

A survey has found that more 
than 50 per cent of UK Internet 
users keep in contact with their 
friends via e-mail compared 
with the European average of 34 
per rent. Italians are the least 
keen on communicating elec- 
tronically U8 per cent). 

BMKB International a mar- 
ket research company, asked 
121,000 adults across Europe 
about their Internet habits. 
While Britons emerged as the 
most enthusiastic e-mail users 
Scandinavians are the biggest 
users of the Net 

More than half of the Swedish 


BY Clare Garner 

population, nearly half of Finns 
and 46 per cent of Danes said 
they had used the Internet, com- 
pared with just under a third of 
the British population as a 
whole. In France and Belgium 
a quarter of the population had 
used the Net, and in Germany 
and Spain a fifth. The Italians 
came last, with only 19 per cent 
having used the world wide web. 

For eight of the twelve coun- 
tries surveyed, wnailing was the 
most popular Net activity beat- 
ing banking; whichitself is more 
popular than on-fine shopping. 

Leading article. 
Review page 3 
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Politics: After three weeks of government turmoil and division, The Inde^ piection' 
revisits the voters of Middle England who deserted the Tones at t _ 




Mark Red fern, 31, 
engineer: 

Voted Labour. 

"I would not vote for 
anybody now. I voted For 
Blair because he seemed ... 
decent but now he has let 
me down. I never expected 
schools would be shut down 
under Labour. That is not ' 
what was promised during 
the election campaign.” 


Andrew Ostiak, 45, 
supervisor. 

Voted Labour. 

"There is no leadership in 
the Tory party and you never 
hear of them. They seem 
irrelevant. There should be 
more consensus among 
parties so that the big 
problems facing the country 
can be dealt with properly. 
We want strong leadership” 


Susan Lovett, 41. 
housewife. 

Voted Conservative. ...» 
"Blair and his colleagues are 
... power-mad and have 
made a fiasco out of being in 
government. The only good 
policy has been on Europe, 
because I agreed with Major's 
approach that we should wait 
and see whether we enter 
the single currency." 


Craig Coates, 40 
Clerk oF works. 

Voted Labour. 

"What happened to all their 
pledges on health and 
education? i am now very 
sceptical about politicians 
and have lost interest. 
Nothing significant has 
changed in this country 
since they have come into 
office." 


Roger Jones, 44, 
self-employed. 

Voted Labour. 

"I will wait two. three years 
before 1 judge New Labour's 
record. It will cake time to 
turn around health and 
education. It is a shame 
about the resignations 
... but perhaps that has 
been part of British politics 
for the past 20 years." 


Lionel Baird, 54 a 

paramedic. 

Voted Conservative. . 

Mr Baird said that the • 
“back-biting and knife 
stabbing" between the 
Prime Minister and the " 
Chancellor. Gordon Brown, 
has been the cause of a 
great deal of harm to the 
country at a time when the 
NHS was deteriorating. 


Mondeoland turns against 


‘weak and divided’ Labour 


THE LABOUR PARTY faces an 
uphill struggle to bang on to the 
support of thousands of middle 
England voters who deserted 
the Conservatives and voted 
Tony Blair into power in 1997. 

This week we returned to the 
west Midlands to see how vot- 
ers in Redditch, Worcester- 
shire - The Independenfs 
general election panel of “Mon- 
deo men and women” - felt 
about Mr Blair and his party at 
the end of three weeks of 
upheaval, resignation and 
division in the Government 

And the answer is not much. 
They are disillusioned, think 
that the Government is behav- 
ing no differently to the Tories 
and many would not vote 
Labour again. 

Mark Redfern,. 3i, an engi- 
neer, is typical of the: panel 
when besays he would not want 
to vote for anyone if there was 
a general election tomorrow 
because “politicians are just as 
bad as each other. 

“They all have skeletons in 
their closet Before the election 
Labour said we could trust 
them and they would be open 
and trustworthy. 

“They’re not as bad as the 
Tories but then Labour has 
only been in Government for a 


By Sarah Schaefer 
Political Reporter 


year and a half and not 18 
years. It makes them look weak 
and divided. Tony Blair has let 
me down,” he said. 

Mr Redfern, who describes 
himself as “one of Thatcher's 
children", is also disappointed 
with the present Government’s 
record on education. 

“My seven-year-old son 
Matthew’s school may get 
dosed down under a Labour 
government that chose educa- 
tion as one oftheir key pledges. 
So fax; Tony Blair has not done 
anything that he promised.'’ 

When Mr Blair campaigned 
during the 1997 general elec- 
Bot, Ms efforts were focused bri 
the likes of Mr Redfern -a rel- 
atively small group of middle 
class, middle England voters, 
^who had abandoned Labour - 
asfheir natural pfety of choice. 

He told how, in the 1992 gen- 
eral election, he had met a 
man on a Midlands housing 
estate washing his Ford Sierra 
who had become a Tory 
because he now owned his own 
house and was self-employed. 
The man, he said, made Mr 
Blair realise that his party 
would never win power without 


convincing the likes of the 
Sierra owner that Labour had 
changed It was among people 
like him, who by 1997 were 
more likely to be driving Ford 
Mon decs, that The Indepen- 
dent established its general 
election panel of disaffected 
Tory voters preparing to switch 
to Labour: 

On 1 May 1997 a 34-year-old 
former teacher; Jacqui Smith, 
won Redditch for the Labour 
party with a majority of 6.125 
and a swing from the Tories of 
more than 3 percent The seat 
had been 44th on Labour’s tar- 
get list At the time, voters said 
they had switched to Labour 
because they “needed a 
change” but four of our twelve 
panellists “could not' Bring 
themselves to vote for Tony 
Blair in the endTand stuck with 
the Conservatives. 

Linda Middleton, 42, : who 
works In a supermarket, 
echoed Mr Redfera's concern 
about recent splits within the 
Government “It is disgusting. 
Our livelihood is in their bands 
and they are preoccupied with 
Metering and arguing. They are 
hardly the people's party.” 

She also accuses Mr Blair of 
having reintroduced class 
hierarchy into the education 


system by abolishing student 
grants. “He really does not 
care about ordinary folk but has 
taken all the help we had away 
from us.” 

Another switcher; Craig 
Coates, 30. a clerk of works, 
added: “I would not vote for any- 
body at the moment because 
politicians are in the game for 
what they can get for them- 
selves. We want to hear more 
about health and education 
and are fed up with scandals." 

There has been general dis- 
content among the panellists 
with the derision to give the 
Bank of England indepen- 
dence. although their criticism 
was tempered by this week's 
renewed fall in interest rates. 

However; none of those who 
switched to Labour blame the 
Government for the looming 
. economic storm clouds. Roger 
Jones. 44, who : was made! 
redundant from his Job as a 
goods invoice manager at 
Rover’s Longbridge plant last 
October; said the present diffi- 
culties had been “inevitable". 

“They have inherited a lot of 
problems from the Tories and 
it has been inevitable for sev- 
eral years that the British car 
industry would have the carpet 
pulled from underneath its 


feet,” Mr Jones, now self- 
employed said. 

But while many of the pan- 
ellists feel let down by the 
promises of a fresh start and 
more open government, none of 
them had considered going 
back to foe Conservatives at the 
next election. Andrew Osriak, 
45, a supervisor summed up 
their view when be said the 
Tories had disappeared from 
the political radar “There is no 
leadership in the present Tory 
party and you never hear of 
them, they seem irrelevant” 

Approving of the increased 
co-operation between Labour 
and the liberal Democrats, he 
added: “There should be more 
consensus among parties, per- 
haps even a coahtian so that the 
big problems facing this coun- 
try can be dealt with properly. 
We want strong leadership." 

Those panellists who voted 
for the Ttories in 1997 feel vin- 
dicated by the upheavals in 
the Government during recent 
weeks. Lionel Baird, 54, a para- 
medic, said the “back-biting 
and knife-stabbing" between 
Mr Blair and the Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, was harming 
the country at a time when the 
NHS was deteriorating. ' 

Susan Lovett, 41, a house- 


wife, argued that reports about 
leaks and spin-doctors showed 
how “power mad” Mr Blair 
and his colleagues were. 

“This is not what those who 
voted for Tony Blair bargained 
for and Peter Mandrisofrs res- 
ignation may as well be the end 
ofNew Labour They pretended 
to be different from the Danes 
but they are Just the same and 
have not actually delivered on 
anything they set out to do” 

But she added: “The Tories 
have completely lost their 
direction, tire only party that 
offers proper opposition is the 
Liberal Democrats.” 

While she is more critical 
than she was of New Labour 18 
months ago, Europe is one 
area where Mrs Lovett agreed 
with Mr Blair. 

“The Government is right in 
jhat they want to wait and see 
on tee single currency. The 
Conservatives stiff seem too 
divided over Europe and peo- 
ple don't have extreme views an 
the matter.” 

The message of the panel is 
dean Mr Blair’s New Labour 
has so far disappointed and 
another victory in Mondeo- 
land is anything but guaran- 
teed. The battle for the next 
genera? election has begun. 


The Big Mac 
Generation 
finds Tony 
lacks taste 







BEFORE THE election, they 
were dubbed tee Big Mac Gen- 
eration, because when they 
were born in the late Seventies 
the ubiquitous hamburger had 
just started to appear on 
Britain’s high streets. 

Having grown up knowing 
life only under the Conserva- 
i lives, they were first-time vot- 
ers when Tbny Blah* won his 
historic landslide victory in 
May 1997. 

At the time, many first-time 
voters in Redditch were unde- 
cided who they would vote for 
on polling day but a typical plea 
was that politicians should 
“stop arguing, try to agree 
more and offer something to- 
gether”. 

The Independent went back 
to its election panel of young 
voters in the town to find out 




By Sarah Schaefer 


whether their views on West- 
minster had changed. Four of 
the panellists, still living in the 
mid-Worcestershire con- 
stituency, voted Conservative, 
three did not vote and three 
supported Labour. 

Michelle Oldfield, 20, a busi- 
ness student at Aston Univer- 
sity, followed family tradition 
when she decided to vote for the 
Tories in 1997. 

While she thinks Tony Blair 
is “very, very good". New 

Labour as a whole has faffed to 
impress. 

“The in-fighting of tee past 
month is a great shame, be- 
cause it seems that Tbny Blair 
has not the complete baddng of 
his Cabinet He seems to be a 
bit of a one-man band at the mo- 


Paul Knell, 19, student 
Voted Liberal Democrat. 

"Tony Blair is a complete hypocrite. 
First he tells everyone all day long 
about the importance of education 
and then his children miss school 
because they are on holiday with him 
In the Seychelles. All we ever hear 
about is leaks and spin-doctors." 


Michelle Oldfield, 20, business 
student, Aston University; 

Voted Conservative. 

"Tony Blair has not the complete 
backing of his Cabinet, i think a lot of 
people are still worried about the 
Labour Party and so far they have not 
done anything outstanding to change 
their minds.’ 


Rachel Putt, 20. a receptionist 
Voted Tory. 

She disliked “Cool Britannia" and invi- 
tations for pop groups such as Oasis 
to 10 Downing Street. "The whole 
idea was a flop. Tony Blair should stop 
trying to please young people, be- 
cause it is quite nauseating and will 
not win any votes." 


ment” Although most of tee 
panellists are not personally af- 
fected by the Government's 
reform of higher education, 
they are unified in criticism of 
the abolition of student grants. 
“My brother will have to pay 
£1,000 a year in tuition fees; it 
just does not seem fair that this 
Government is making educa- 
tion elitist," Ms Oldfield said. 

Iain Farquhar; 19, a sports- 
science student at Edinburgh 


University, who voted Labour; 
agreed. “There was no talk of 
tuition fees before the last gen- 
eral election, otherwise most 
young people would have never 
voted for them." 

Nor is there much warmth 
for New Labour’s rebranding of 
Cool Britannia and invitations 
for pop groups such as Oasis to 
10 Downing Street 

Rachel Putt, 20, a recep- 
tionist who voted Tory, said it 


may have even dissuaded 
young people from voting for 
the party in future. 

“The whole idea was a flop. 
Tbny Blair should stop trying to 
please young people, because 
it is quite nauseating and will 
not win any votes." 

The biggest disappointment 
among the panel has been the 
lack of apy visible change by the 
Conservative Party since 
Labour came into office. 


Richard Watson, 21, a hu- 
manities student at Glam organ 
University, did not vote at the 
test election be caus e he 
thought Mr Blair's proposals 
were no more than another 
version of the Tories' plan*;. 

“It is sad that there has 
been no real difference in their 
policies and politicians are just 
jjfgumg as they were before. 
They even have the same scan- 
dals as the Tbries." 


Minister goes east to cut flow of refugees 


THE IMMIGRATION minis ter. 
Mite O’Brien, will fiy to Eastern 
Europe tomorrow for a series 
of urgent talks aimed at stem- 
ming the flow of gypsy asylum- 
seekers into Britain. 

During a five-day tour of 
Slovakia, the Czech Republic 
and Poland, Mr 0*61101] will 
urge tee three Eastern Euro- 
pean states to improve their 
records on race relations. 

Britain believes that many of 


by ian Burrell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 


the Roma refugees who have 
sought asylum over the past 
year have been the victims of 
disainunation in the countries 
they have fled. 

But Mr O'Brien said that in 
almost all cases it had been de- 
cided they did not quality for 
asyium under the Refogee Con- 
vention of 1951 because they 


bad not individually been the 
victims of persecution. 

He said: “What we cannot do 
is have a situation where, be- 

cause there is discrimination not 
being tackled in other coun- 
tries, people are coming overto 
Brit^ to avoid discrimination." 

During his visit, Mr O'Brien 
will meet ministers, police 
cfaiefe and Roma groups. Home 
Office staff will give advice on 
how Britain handles its race re- 


lations. “Wb are deafing with our 
problems tee same way that 
other countries have to deal 
with theirs," said Mr O'Brien, al- 
though he admitted Britain 
could not be “holier than 
though", particularly in light of 
tee Stephen Lawrence inquiry. 

The numbers of gypsy asy- 
lum-seekers are still fairly 
small. Only 1,200 asylum appli- 
cations were made from Slo- 
vakia and the Czech Republic 


in tee first 10 months of last 
year, compared with nearly 
6.000 from former Yugoslavia. 

But Mr O'Brien said the 
costs of each applicant were sig- 
nificant “They claim asylum 
and teen seek to access local 
authority support and the ben- 
efits system. They are then 
into the appeals system with 


e quality gtyen by the new gov- 
ernments in both the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia. But Mr 
OBrien said neither was likely 
to be allowed to join the Euro- 
pean Union while poor race re* 
fetions forced people to flee. 

Anne Thomas, (rf the Refogee 
council, who recently went on 
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Blunkett 
prepares 
for school 
sell-off 


ADVERTISEMENTS ARE pub- 
lished by the Government 
today for private firms to take 
over education services from 
local authorities. 

David Blunkett, Secretary' of 
State for Education, who an- 
nounced the unprecedented 
step yesterday, made dear that 
if a council’s services were all 
failed by inspectors, all might 
be contracted out. 

Individual contracts to run 
the Government's numeracy 
and literacy strategies, council 
budgets and to help failing 
schools could be worth mil- 
lions of pounds. 

Firms such as the Nord An- 
glia education consultants, the 
American-baseo Edison Project 
and the non-profit-making Cfbt 
education services have al- 
ready put in bids to run a fail- 
ing Surrey school and are 
expected to respond to nation- 
al newspaper advertisements 
for a list of government- 
approved contractors. 

So far no local education 
authority has been threatened 
with new government powers 
of intervention but ministers 
are known to be concerned 
about Hackney; in east London, 
failed by inspectors more than 
a year ago. 

In a speech which referred 
repeatedly to the New Labour 
agenda of ‘‘modernisation and 
reform", Mr Blunkett told the 
North of England Education 
Conference in Sunderland: 
“Where there is consistent fail- 
ure to deliver adequate services 
we will intervene. If local edu- 
cation authorities [LEAsl have 
been doing it badly and doing 
it badly fora long time, we will 


BY Judith judo 
E ducation Editor 


transform the service in the in- 
terests of children and par- 
ents, who deserve better." 

Mr Blunkett whose children 
went to an inner-diy Sheffield 
comprehensive, said people in 
poor local education authorities 
could not afford to buy their waty 
out through private education 
or by moving house. “Mostly it 
is in the disadvantaged areas 
that pupils have had a lousy 
deal for far too long.” 

His announcement angered 
teachers. Peter Smith, general 
secretary* of the Association of 
Teachers and Lecturers, said: 
“The Conservatives would 
never have dared to privatise 
education by bringing in firms 
operating for profit 

“Serious under-performance 
demands serious action but it 
is not acceptable for private 
companies to profit from a 
child's state education." 

Councils whose services are 
found to be foiling will have to 
produce an action plan and ac- 
cept a private contractor cho- 
sen by the Government 
Voluntary organisations and 
neighbouring LEAs will also be 
able to bid for contracts. 

Mr Blunkett dismissed as 
“very silly" suggestions by 
council leaders that compa- 
nies such as Virgin Trains 
would be invited to improve 
schools. 

And he denied there was a 
rift between himself and the 
Prime Minister over local au- 
thorities. “He and I are ab- 
solutely committed to go cm 
with this transformation." 


Price of chips 
soars after rain 


THE COST of potatoes has more 
than doubled because of last 
year’s wet weather 
The British Potato Council 
(BPC) said yesterday that the 
average form gate cost of a 
tonne of spuds had risen from 
£78 to £167 in 12 months. Much 
of last year’s harvest was 
wrecked by heavy rainfall at 
crucial times of the year. 

The price rise will prompt 
fears amo n g millions of fisfa- 
and-ebips aficionados that one 
of the country’s favourite meals 
may no longer be a bargain. 

, A. spokesman for the BPC 
said: “Chip shops like to use 
Maris Pipers, which last year 
- cost anything from £35 to £90 a 
• tonne as they left the form. This 
, year a tonne costs anything be- 
tween £80 and £230 depending 
on the qualify. 

! ; “It was a wet spring and 
many potatoes were planted 
later on than usuaL There was 
a lot of rain during the growing 
season, and the low tempera - 


BY LINUS Gregoriadis 


tures also caused problems for 
formers.” The total potato yield 
last year was 63 miDion tonnes 
compared with 6.8 million 
tonnes in 1997, said the BPC. 

Anne Kirk, general secre- 
tary of the National Federation 
of Fish Fryers, said the price rise 
was a problem for the country’s 
8500 fisb-and-chip shops, but de- 
nied there was a crisis. She said: 
“Chip shop owners will have re- 
alised the price of potatoes has 
gone up and one ex* two have al- 
ready raised their own prices." 

Bid si« added: “Although the 
prices at the moment are high, 
they are not nearly as high as 
in 1995 when a bag of potatoes 
cost around £13.” 

Flsh-and-chip shops use 10 
per cent of UK potato yield, and 
customers eat 30 million por- 
tions of chips a year. Hie price 
rises come just weeks before 
National Chip Week, which 
begins on 15 February. 


BASE RATE 


With effect from 
close of business 
7 January 1999 
The Royal Bank of Scotland 
Base Rate has 
been decreased 
from 6.25% to 
6.00% per annum, 

y %C The Royal Bank 
7k£ of Scotland 

me Royal Bank of Scotland pic. 

Registered Office; 36 St Andrew Square. Edinburgh EH2 2 YE 
Registered In Scotland No. 90312. 


RSPCA 

attacks 

dyed-dog 

craze 

By Darius Sanai 

THE FOOTPATHS of suburbia 
are being graced with an in- 
creasing number of barking, 
hairy creatures in hues from 
magenta to purple. Yes, dog 
dyeing is in vogue. 

Carole Flatt, one of the coun- 
try’s leading exponents of the 
art, said she is not sure what’s 
behind the craze, but it may 
have its origins in Manhattan, 
where in November Vanity 
Fair magazine published a pic- 
ture of Monica Lewinsky hold- 
ing a pink poodle. But not every 
owner can bring a dog in to her 
grooming salon and expect it to 
emerge, £55 later in crimson. 
“The dog has to be of an extro- 
vert temperament," she said. 

The RSPCA is unamused 
by the trend. A spokeswoman 
said: “It encourages people to 
view animals as fashion acces- 
sories and not respect them as 
pets. Dogs are there to be val- 
ued, not made fun of" 


THE 

EXCLUSIVE 
TOYOTA 
AVENSIS SE. 
FROM £13,495. 

1 A strategically placed thumb may be used by 

\ prospective buyers when showing friends 



l ^ TOYOTA AVENSIS CARS REGISTERED BY 3 1st JANUARY 1999. 



For £55, dog owners can change their dog’s coat from a natural s hade to a lurid pink, red or yellow Rex 


With a choice of l.6i saloon or l.8i lifcback, the sleek newAvensfs SE boasts alloy wheels, air conditioning and radio/CD player as well as 2 years 
free servicing and a 3 year/60,000 mile warranty. That’s on top of twin front and side airbags, ABS, power front windows and mirrors and remote 
control central locking. Yet surprisingly it starts from just £ 1 3,495. Prospective buyers should contact us immediately. Before we change our minds. 


TELEPHONE 0800 777 555 www.toyota.co.uk 


the car in front is a 

i’®': l '7 c .^vV- v *' sn.-7 j *“>. 


FREE SERVICING OFFER COVERS 2 YEARS (2 SERVICES) ON ALL NEW TOYOTA AVENSIS CARS REGISTERED BETWEEN 16 DECEMBER 1998 AND 31 JANUARY 1999 AND EXCLUDES ESTABLISHED FLEET OPERATORS, DIPLOMATIC 
TAX FREE AND SPECIAL SALES PURCHASE SCHEMES. MODEL SHOWN AVENSIS 1.6i SE 4 DOOR WITH OPTIONAL LUCERNE SILVER METALLIC PAINT AT £249, TOTAL PRICE 113,744. MODEL SHOWN SUBJECT TO AVAILABIUTy! 
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Fixed-rate 

borrowers 
losing out 






/ 




THOUSANDS OF hapless bor- 
rowers who took out fixed mort- 
gages two or three years ago at 
seemingly advantageous rates 
face the prospect of vastly high- 
er monthly payments than the 
deals that are available today. 

The sudden fan in base rates 
in the past three months, which 
on Thursday saw a further 
base rate cut to G per cent, has 
also led to a drop of about L5 
points in the cost of a variable 
mortgage. This has left strand- 
ed many borrowers who tried 
to gamble on future interest 
rate movements. 

Among the worst-affected 
borrowers are the many who 
opted for fixed rates between 
1995 and the general election in 
May 1997. Before this, the 
money markets assumed that 
the election of a Labour gov- 
ernment would lead to higher 
long-term interest rates. 

Five-year and longer-term 
mortgages, heavily touted by 
some lenders at the time, were 
priced accordingly In Jufor 1995, 
for example. Abbey National of- 
fered a fixed-rate mortgage at 
8.75 per cent, expiring in August 


BY NIC CICUTTI 
Personal finance Editor 

2000. Those who took that loan 
would now be paying 1.8 points 
more than a variable rate 
through Nationwide Building 
Society. On a £100,000 interest- 
only loan, that means the fixed- 
rate loan is currently costing an 
extra £140 a month. 

At the Halifax, a five-year 
fixed mortgage in November 
1996 was pegged at 8£5 per 
cent Those who took one out 
are now paying £666 a month on 
a £100,000 loan, compared with 
the bank's current variable 
rate of £602 a month 

In May 1997, five-year deals 
for first-time borrowers were 
pegged at 7.65 per cent - a re- 
payment of £618 a month for 
those who snapped one up. 
They are now discovering that 
they cannot switch to a better 
deal with another lender - or 
even move to their own mort- 
gage provider’s variable rate - 
because of the heavy redemp- 
tion penalties. An unnamed 
mortgage broker said yester- 
day; "To be honest, I am con- 


stantly amazed at the stupidi- 
ty of some people. They think 
a buDdng society account is too 
risky, yet are willing to take a 
punt on long-term interest 
rates like some Life [London 
International Financial Fhtures 
Exchange] barrow-boy dealer 
Fixed-rate mortgages are there 
for security, not to gamble on.” 

Bay Boulgea; technical man- 
ager at John Chared, the UK’s 
largest mortgage broker; said: 
"One thing to remember is 
that fixed rates varied widely 
even at their expensive 
point Anyone Who took inde- 
pendent advice on their loan 
should stiD be okay because we 
were able to recommend the 
cheapest loans at any time. 
Moreover we were also advis- 
ing people a gainst taking nut 
longer-term fixes because they 
were too expensive.” 

A Halifax spokeswoman 
said; "There will be some peo- 
ple who took a loan out in that 
period who wiD find themselves 
paying considerably more now. 
But for a considerable period, 
when rates were higher; they 
m«hi<iHy mimwi n 




Dyed horse tails being combed at John Boyd Textiles, Britain's last horse hair fabric factory; which is fighting to stop its mill at Castle Cary, 
Somerset, being turned into flats. Its looms, which weave fabric to restore Victorian upholstery, were installed in 1872 Christopher Jones 
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FREE 17" 

MONITOR 

UPGRADE** 


8.6Gb HARD DISK 


CREATIVE LABS 
SOUNDBLASTER 
64-BIT PCI 
SOUNDCARD 
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333MHz Intel Celeron™ Processor 
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1 64Mb SDRAM 
1 128k Cache Memory 
1 8 . 6 Gb Seagate Hard Disk 
1 32x Multimedia 
»6Mb 3D AGP ATI Rage 
Pro Graphics 


400MHz Inter® 1 Celeron™ Processor 

• Creative Labs • Windows 98, Lotus 

Saundblaster 64-bit SmartSurte Millennium 

PO Soundcard with with IBM ViaVOice, 

Speakers IBM World Book 99. 

• 56k v90 Modem. FIFA 99, and more. 



• 17* Colour Monitor** 
(Free upgrade from 15*) 
MODEL; 827a 
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DRI 

)VD 

IVE 

ADVENT 

400MHz Inter* Cderoa™ Processor with DVD 

• 64Mb SDRAM. • 1 28k Cache 

Memory • 8.6Gb Seagate Hard Disk. 

• Hltada 4x DVD Drive. 

•BMb 3D AGP ATI Rage Pra Graphics. or Umm n 
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on price 


STORES NATIONWIDE 

FOR YOUR NEAREST 
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McLibel two 
in new court 


challenge 


ACER 

335l\1Hz Intel-' Celeron™ Processor 


by Sarah Wilson 


THE FAST food chain McDon- 


ald's, which spent about £l0m 


to win an uncollectable £60,000 


in the "McLiber saga, is to 


throw thousands more into con 


testing an appeal fay the activists 
in the case. 


Helen Steel, 33. and Dave 


Morris. 44, who have an income 


of less than £7,500 a year be- 
tween them, are appealing 
against the ruling that they 
libelled McDonald’s in a “fact 
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on the road 


on the road 


on the road 


on the road 


Power steering 

Driver’s airbag 

1.3 SEFi engine 

Engine immobiliser 

Tinted glass 

Stereo / radio cassette 


Power steering 
Driver’s airbag 
1©v 1.25 engine 
Central locking 

Self correcting rear suspension 
Alloy wheels 


Power steering 
Driver & passenger airbags 
16v 1.6 / 16v 1.8 engine 
Remote central double locking 
Independent rear suspension 
Alloy wheels 


Power steering 
Driver’s airbag 
IQv 1.8 engine 
Air conditioning 
Multi-link suspension 
Alloy wheels 


£97 pm 11.9% APR 

on Qp£i0fr4 
With two years 


£125 pm 11.9% APR 
on Of&OM’ 


£167 pm 11.9% apr 

on OftiPM’ 


With two years 


insurance 


insurance 


(ptus deposit and optional final purchase payment) 


Iptus deposit and optional final purchase payment) 


rpkis deposit and optional final purchase payment) 


| ipt u s deposit and optional final purchase 1 payment) 


Monthly payments 096.86 

Mileage pa 12,000 

Deposit £2,712.50 

Balance £5,037.50 

Total credit charges £1,017.14 + 

Total payable £8,767.14 

Term 25 months 

24 monthly payments of 

£96.86 

Optional final purchase 
payment £3,660.00 


Monthly payments £124.97 

Mileage pa 12,000 

Deposit £3,300.00 

Balance £6,150.00 

Total credit charges £1,207.28* 

Total payable £10,657.28 

Term 25 months 

24 monthly payments of 

£124.97 

Optional final purchase 
payment £4.288.00 


Monthly payments £166.73 

Mileage pa 12,000 

Deposit £4,497.50 

Balance £8,352.50 

Total credit charges £1,623.02 f 

Total payable £14,473.02 

Term 25 months 

24 monthly payments of 

£166.73 

Optional final purchase 
payment £5,904.00 


Monthly payments £197.00 

Mileage pa 12,000 

Deposit £4,907.00 

Balance £9,113.00 

Total credit charges £1,279.00* 

Total payable £15.299.00 

Term 25 months 

24 monthly payments of 

£197.00 


Optional final purchase 
payment £5,594.00 


The 1999 Ford Feature Models. All you ever wanted 




Retail customers only. Subject to avaiabiilty For cars registered by 31 January 1999 . 0 % Finance requires 50 % minimum deposit. "Finance /insurance subject to status and 
conditions. Metallic paint extra cost on on lb, Fiesta Zetec and Ford Focus Zetec. ‘•Total charge for credit includes a finance fadOty fee of £ 70 , payable with the first monthly 
payment Further charges may be made subject to mileage/conditlon if the vehide is returned at rhe end of the finance agreement. ^ 0 % APR Finance Typical Example: Mondeo Verona 
5 dr. Deposit £ 7 , 0 x 0 . 08 , Balance £ 7 , 009.92 Total charge for credlt*niL Total amount payable £ 14 , 020.36 monthly payments of £ 194 . 72 . APR 0 %. Written quotations 
available on request: Freepost FCE Bank pic Guarantees/indemnities may be required. 




Ford Focus 
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Passers-by encountering a loft-high lightbuib by sculptor Andy Hazel! in the Forster Retail Park, Bradford, West Yorkshire Joan Russell 


PORAMAN who used to rqoice 
in the name of “Spangles Mui- 
doon”, bis vanishing act 
seemed a fitting finale to a 
short but highly lucrative crim- 
inal career 

“Spangles” - real name 
Chris Caiy- must have thought 
he had cheated justice when he 
walked out of an open prison in 
Sussex in August after serving 
four months of a four-year sen- 
tence for fraud. After reports of 
a sighting in Stance, Caiy a cult 
disc- jockey in the 1960s, ap- 
peared to have vanished with 
his girlfriend and their two 
children. The police seemed 
less than hopeful of returning 
the 52-year-old to Britain. 

But two days ago, with the 


BY JASON BENNETTO 
Crime Correspondent 
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a help of private detectives, he 

- was arrested in New Zealand 
and faces extradition He may 

» have got away with it had he 
t chosen to con a different com- 

> pany. Unfortunately for Cary, 
l the victim of his fraud was Ru- 

> pert Murdoch, not known for his 

- generosity towards rivals. 

F In February Cary pleaded 
guilty to defrauding Mr Mur- 
■ doch's BSkyB satellite station 
of up to £30m. He master- 
i minded a scam in which he sold 
. illegal Sky decoder cards for up 
to £450 each. It involved crack- 
ing the smart-card codes that 
enable decoders to unscramble 
satellite television channels. 
In the seven years to 1993 he ad- 
mitted to turning over £30m and 
making 2 30,000 decoder boxes. 

Kingston Crown Court heard 
that Cary’s Dublin-based 
Megatek company was taking 
£20,000 a day untQ he and his ac- 
complices were arrested in 
June 1996 after an undercover 
police operation. 

It was not Cary's first run-in 
with the authorities. After join- 
ing the Radio Caroline pirate 
station, he secretly made an il- 
legal broadcast from a BBC 
building. After working for 
Radio Caroline, Radio Luxem- 
bourg and BBC radio, he 
moved to Dublin in 1980 and set 
up Radio Nova. 

After Nova's closure he went 
on to lead a glamorous lifestyle 
in Surrey that included a Rolls- 
Royce with the registration 
THE 60S and a £3m mansion. 
But his smart-card scam was 
his undoing. 

In August, 10 days after an 
appeal against his sentence 
was refused, he told staff at 
Fbrd jail that he was going to 
die prison form to get compost 
Minutes later he made his es- 
cape in a white Peugeot 
Frustrated by the police’s ap- ! 
parent inability to track down 
Caiy, BSkyB took the law into i 

its own hands and hired private 1 
investigators to check a tip-off i 
that he had fled to New Zealand I 
or Australia. ( 


The New Zealand detectives 
tracked Caiy. who was using the 
assumed name Chris Broads; to 
a house in Auckland. New 
Zealand police said he had 
been using a passport that was 
in the name of a dead British 
man. 

The private detectives said 
they had found evidence that he 
had been buying assets and set- 
ting up businesses. 

He is believed to have been 
living with Sybil FfenneO, his 
girlfriend, and their two chil- 
dren, wbo left the eoccple’s Sur- 
rey home shortly alter Cary's 
escape. 

Cary was remanded in cus- 
tody and faces a charge <rf trav- 
elling on a false passport. 



Cary; Sold illegal decoder 
cards for op to £450 each 


A BSkyB spokesman said: 
“We got help in tracking him 
down by employing people who 
were good at that sort of thing. 
Clearly it's very important for 
our business that anybody who 
tries to defraud us or pirate our 
systems knows that eveiy effort 
will be made to ensure justice 
is done.” 

Cary’s lawyer Roger Cham- 
bers, said his client had not 
yet decided whether to fight 
extradition. 

He said: “He is most inter- 
esting and a very likeable fel- 
low. He feels that he had been 
unfairly treated in England and 
that’s the reason he walked out 
of an open institution. 7 ’ 
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Jack O'Sullivan 

Tbe Duke of Buccleuch 
tipped as a possible 
future King of the Scots 
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IF YOU'RE LOOKING FOR A REASON 
TO BUY AN ALFA 145, HERE'S 4. 


_P>i- R o 


do things 




when 


Not that you need them. The Alfa 145 1.6 
Junior has been described as one of the most 
distinctive 3 door hatchbacks on the road. With 
its unique 120 bhp, Twin Spark 16V engine, you'll 
find it's more powerful and efficient than ever. 

IFs also more attractive, with 15" alloy 
wheels, electric windows and door mirrors, 
leather steering wheel and gear knob, remote 
central locking, front fog fights, 6 speaker 


3 

k YEARS' 

[ DEALER 
" WARRANTY 

2 

| YEARS' 

" free 

1 SERVICING 

1 

YEAR'S 

FREE 

INSURANCE 

£14,495* 

AVAILABLE ONLY UNTIL 
MARCH 31ST 1999 1 


radio cassette, alarm and immobiliser. 

It's a car whose looks and performance are 
only matched by its safety features, which 
include ABS, driver's airbag and side impact 
bars. All this for just £14,495* and you're left 
with far more than 4 reasons to buy an Alfa 
145. In fact there's more than enough reasons to 
take one for a test drive. To organise one, simply 
call 0800 718000 for your nearest dealer. 
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Senate brokers deal on Clinton trial 
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BY MARY DEJEVSKY 
in Washington 

ISEI'UBUCAN and Democrat 
ic leaders in the Senate 
hroachetl a compromise yes- 
terday that should allow the im- 
pediment trial of President 
Bill Clinton to proceed. 

Building on proposals made 
by the Republican senator Phil 
Gramm, and the veteran De- 
mocrat Edward Kennedy, they 
agreed that the evidence 
against Mr Clinton should be 
presented first, and only then 
should the question of whether 
to call witnesses be decided In 
the meantime, a bipartisan 
committee would consider how 
witnesses would be treated if 
they were called 

Tlic- framework of a solution 
emerged 24 hours after the 
opening of only the second 
presidential impeachment trial 
in US history, after the Senate 
Iiad spent the morning in a rare 
informal session in an attempt 
lo break days of stalemate over 
how the trial should proceed. 

It was adjourned on Thurs- 
day afternoon, immediately 
alter the senators had been cer- 
emonially swum in as jurors, 
with no date or timetable 
agreed for its resumption. 

Without a resolution, the 
United States was in the unique 

- and constitutionally unsettling 

- position of having the Presi- 
dent theoretically on trial for his 
job. with no certainty about 
the terms of the trial or its du- 
ration. in almost any other 
country such a situation would 







Trent Lott. Senate Republican Majority Leader (left >. President Bill Clinton, and Tom Daschle, the Senate Democratic Leader. A deal on the trial seems within reach 


be regarded as a major consti- 
tutional crisis. 

With public interest and con- 
cern about the trial apparent- 
ly minimal, however, and a 
congressional tradition of ne- 
gotiating and deal-making on 
the small print of legislation, the 
view had been that a compro- 
mise would be found. 

The big sticking-point was 
whether the Senate should call 


President still 
high in polls 


THE DAY after becoming the 
first president this century to be 
subject to a trial by the US Sen- 
ate, Bill Clinton loft his lawyers 
and congressional placemen 
lo fight his comer in Washing- 
ton and flew to Detroit to exult 
in the continued good health of 
the economy. 

His “away -day in Motown" to 
celebrate 93 months of growth 
and the “longest peace-time ex- 
pansion on record" was the 
latest example of the business* 
as-usual policy he has pursued 
since the start of the Lewinsky 
scandal almost a year ago. 

It has been credited with 
keeping his approval rating so 
liigh arid helping to fend off calls 
for his resignation or removal. 
On Thursday, when the Senate 


By Mary dejevsky 
in Washington 

opened the impeachment trial, 
Mr Clinton's job-approval rat- 
ings. as measured in a CNN 
poll, stood at 63 per cent. 

But the significance and un- 
certainty of the trial may be 
starting to take a toff Since his 
defiant rally in the White House 
Rose Garden on 19 December 
the day the House of Repre- 
sentatives passed two articles 
of impeachment against him, 
Mr Clinton has appeared at 
times preoccupied and dis- 
tracted. 

He has regained none of the 
weight he lost in the early 
months of last year and his face 
looks almost craggy. 


THE S ATURDAY PROFILE 
jg ^ _ j William Rehnquist’s ability 
'ByP’SjH as a lawyer and as a judge 
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“live" witnesses. When the 
House of Representatives con- 
ducted its hearings, iL called 
only lawyers: the independent 
prosecutor Kenneth Stare who 
conducted the investigation 
into the Monica Lewinsky affair, 
and lawyers for Mr Clinton. 

They look “as read" the ev- 
idence and transcripts of testi- 
mony contained in the SLarr 
Report and supporting docu- 


ments. The Senate was po- 
larised on whether to follow the 
House example or noL And. 
while the compromise reached 
yesterday should allow the trial 
proper to begin, the underlying 
problem may only have been 
postponed. 

On one side arc a majority of 
Democrats (effectively toeing 
the line of the White House) 
who oppose calling witnesses. 


Their most frequent argument 
is that it could drag out pro- 
ceedings for months and im- 
pede the workings of 
government 

Behind this, however, lies an- 
other reason: the fear that Ms 
Lewinsky, Linda Tripp. Vernon 
Jordan or the President's pri- 
vate secretary might say things 
under cross-examination - per- 
haps inadvertently - that dam- 


aged the President's case. Wit- 
nesses would introduce an el- 
ement of unpredictability that 
the White House desperately 
does not want. 

On the other side are Re- 
publicans. probably a majority 
of them, who say that the Con- 
stitution requires a trial and a 
trial should entail consideration 
of all the evidence and ques- 
tioning of “live" witnesses. Sen- 


ators, they believe, should 
judge the merits of the case for 
themselves. Hardliners also 
believe there may be more 
stones to be upturned. 

One reason why Democrats, 
who are in the minority, were 
able to block an agreement so 
effectively and provided the 
basis for yesterday's compro- 
mise was that some Republi- 
cans also worn' about the risks 


presented by witnesses. On 
the right are those who do not 
want their constituents to see 
them in a forum that might in- 
clude Ms Lewinsky discussing 
the more intimate details of her 
anatomical contact with the 
President On the left are those 
who fear that their more “mod- 
erate" constituents would 
blame them for forcing a pop- 
ular president to trial, and vote 
them out at the next election. 

The Senate Republican Ma- 
jority Leader, TVent Lott, said 
that under the emerging plan 
the trial would begin next week 
with opening presentations. 
Meanwhile, four senators, two 
from each party, would begin 
working on the issue of calling 
witnesses. 

"There's a general outline 
agreement. They're going to 
work the details out,” said the 
Republican Jim Bunning after 
all senators had an extraordi- 
nary private meeting in the 
Old Senate Chamber. John 
Breaux, a Democrat, said that 
“ultimately there will be a vote 
on witnesses", indicating that 
it would be up to the full Sen- 
ate to decide the issue. 

Mr Lott said that under the 
emerging plan there was “no 
preclusion of witnesses and no 
inclusion of witnesses ... When 
we get to that point, we will 
make the decision then." 

The Senate Democratic 
Leader. Tom Daschle, expect- 
ed an “overwhelming, biparti- 
san” vote in favour of the 
package once it was drafted and 
submitted to the Senate. 
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, . BLAIR IN SOUTH AFRICA 

lairs moved by 
dying six-year-old 
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TONY BLAIR was visibly moved 
yesterday when he met the 
stx-year-old girl the Blairs are 
sponsoring in a South African 
care home for children dying of 

The Blairs first met the child 
two years ago and have been 

sponsoring her with a gift of ns 

a month, but now she is living 
on borrowed time. 

The girl, whom reporters 
were asked to call Mary to pro- 
tect her anonymity, was HIV- 
positive at birth and was 
abandoned fay her mother, who 
had Aids. 

Mr Blair kept hold of Maty’s 
hand from the moment he 
emerged from the Nazareth 
House care home for a photo- 
call on the sunbaked lawn and 
play area 

While Cherie Blair played 
with other children, who are 
also suffering from the dis- 
ease, Mr Blair took Mary to a 
climbing frame, and chatted 
quietly to hen 

“The contribution people 
make is up to individuals but the 


By Colin brown 
in Cape Town 


means of tackling issues like 
this is to recognise we are liv- 
ing in a global community” he 
said. 

Over 80 per cent of the 
world’s Aids victims are in 
Africa, and South Africa is fac- 
ing a growing epidemic of the 

disease, with more than 16 per 

cent of the population HIV- 
positive. 

Mazy is one of 40 children 
who are being treated with 
pain-killers and antibiotics, but 
who are not normally expected 
to live beyond about six years 
of age. The country Is too poor 
to provide expensive mainte- 
nance drugs for Aids victims 
such as AZX said a spokes- 
woman for the home. 

The Blairs have been kept in- 
formed of Mary's progress with 
photographs of the child, and 
occasional letters. All the chil- 
dren at the home, which is run 
by nuns, have arrived through 
the courts. “Children with Aids 


don’t get fostered,” said the 
spokeswoman. 

The visit highlighted the 
£KXhn in funding that Britain is 
giving globally over the next 
three years towards combating 
Aids. Much of the help will go 
to South Africa, which has one 
of the fastest growing rates of 
HIV infection in the world - 
L500 new cases each day, com- 
pared with the same total each 
year in the UK 
It is estimated that by 2006 
- when South Africa hopes to 
host the World Cup — more 
peop le win die from Aids than 
from all other causes, and there 
could be two million Aids or- 
phans hkp Mary. 

The children's home is lo- 
cated in an idylEc setting, under 
Table Mountain, an a hillside 
with a garden fringed by palm 
trees, and with a view to the 
Atlantic. 

Mr Blair also announced a 
grant to the home of £20,000, 
which will allow an extension to 
be built to take another 14 HIV 
positive children. 
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Three hit 
as police 
fire on 
Muslims 










SOUTH AFRICAN police said 
that at least three people were 
inured in Cape Ttown yesterday 
when officers opened fire on 
Muslim militants attempting 
to demonstrate outside a func- 
tion attended by the British 
Prime Minister, Tbny Blair 
The incident occurred short- 
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By Ed oxoughun 
in Cape Town 
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Inspector Eugene Sitzer, late- 
confirmed that Ms Bader ap- 
peared to have been st^-ckin 
the head by a rubber bullet 
Other demonstrators, in- 
eluding a young boy were also 
b after Mr Blag ’s party arrived seen to be injured but managed 

ra 2®® 5”™? 17UH * nt «y to flee to escape arrest*Pthee 
Dutch castle, where be was to opened fire again, five minutes 
p«sent medalsfo^ British sol- later; when aSberrfM^! 

a ate 1 ??. d to , the South Um men and youths regrouped 
African National Defence and began to hurT stSS 
forces. Among those injured missiles. It was at this point that 
wereThlia Baden a leader (rf the the journalist was hit 

^^ t S 1CeI 5 1 ? niiCgroup Last ^ ^ Blair played 

“ Lynn Mur- down the violence and the 
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TONY BLAIR has gone where 

b ? ldest ^ doctor 
I fefr to Position him. It 
| emerged yesterday that Mr 
Btair helped save a drowning 

^ gajllag bhn mrtrfthf 
sea m the Seychelles and on to 
I the yacht that the Prime Min 

01311 wa sn’t & 
actly drowning but “would soon 
I have been in big trouble” and 
Wb- Blair didn't get into foe 
water to rescue him. me 
No matter This was a soin 
doctors dream come true Not 
ST"“- Mh B fair a hero.’ b 2 
, elrti^ fotorned from holldw 
earb ^ to ensure his children 
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Saddam ‘lost 
key advisers’ 
to Desert Fox 


LAST MONTH'S bombing of Iraq 
by the United States and 
Britain claimed the lives of 
several key figures in the upper 
echelons of President Saddam 
Hussein’s government and has 
forced him to take “desper- 
ate” measures to retain control 
of his country, US military offi- 
cials suggested last night. 

In briefings to reporters, 
American military comman- 
ders claimed that the damage 
caused by the bombardment 
was more serious Lhan previ- 
ously thought. The strikes, they 
said, hod killed hundreds of 
President Saddam's elite 
Republican Guard and caused 
widespread physical ifanagp to 
his military infrastructure. 

They suggested that the 
impart of the strikes offered one 
explanation for the recent 
provocations or American and 
British jets patrolling the north 
era and southern no-fly zones 
in Iraq. Revealing that Iraqi air- 
craft had violated the zones on 
40 occasions in recent weeks. 
General Anthony Zinni said 
Iraq was apparently seeking to 
shoot down one of the patrolling 
jets in a “desperate attempt ... 
to claim some sort of victory". 


By David Usbourne 
in New York 

While cautioning that he did 
not want to "overstate" the 
internal difficulties faced by 
President Saddam. General 
Zinni said Washington "is see- 
ing things that indicate that 
maybe his grip on control and 
the ruthiessness by which be 
attempts to maintain control is 
slipping". General Zinni is in 
charge of the US Central Com - 
mand and was the commander 
of Operation Desert Fox. 

The general said that during 
the 16-19 December campaign. 
President Saddam had ordered 
the executions of military com- 
manders considered lo be trai- 
tors. He added that, since the 
bombardment, additional exe- 
cutions had taken place of civil- 
ian leaders in southern Iraq. 

“If! were a member of Sad- 
dam's inner circle. I’d worry.” 
General Zinni said. “I do think 
we see clear signs that his 
internal control has been 
affected. I think we see dear- 
signs that he's worried about iL 
I think we see clear signs that 
he's dong things that are des- 
perate". The general warned 


that new aerial skirmishes 
were likely. Saddam is “dan- 
gerous now and could become 
more dangerous”, he said. 

The bead of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff General Henry Shelton, 
told reporters that "several” key 
aides to Saddam had been 
killed during the missile strikes. 
He dedined to name the victims 
saying it would compromise 
US intelligence sources in Iraq. 
"When you look at some of the 
intelligence reporting that has 
come in, t there are I several key 
individuals that were right in 
Uic upper structure that are no 
longer available to him, to 
advise or to lead." he said. 

He added, meanwhile, that 
an estimated GOO- 1 .600 soldiers 
in the Republican Guard had 
been killed during the assault 
and that "several times" that 
number had been wounded. 

The briefings will be seen in 
some quarters as an attempt by 
the Clinton administration lo 
answer scepticism about the 
effectiveness of the December 
strikes. Concern continues to 
mount that neither Washington 
nor London has any clear pol- 
icy to pursue in Iraq in the wake 
of the attacks. 



Heads roll in 
US Olympic 
bribes scandal 


Worshippers at prayer in a Baghdad mosque for the third Friday of Ramadan 


the scandal that has rocked 
Salt Lake City, over allegations 
that bribes were paid to help its 
successful bid to stage the Win- 
ter Olympics in 2002 claimed its 
first victims yesterday when the 
city's most senior Olympic 
officials resigned. 

As allegations of illegal 
inducements to members of 
the International Olympic Com- 
mittee iIOC). continue to mul- 
tiply. the Salt Lake Olympic 
Committee president Frank 
Joklik, resigned but will stay on 
until a successor is hired. He 
asked for and received the res- 
ignation of senior vice-president 
Dave Johnson. l\vo other offi- 
cials were placed on paid leave. 

In announcing his resigna- 
tion, Mr Joklik confirmed that 
the bid committee which 
landed the Games for the city 
had paid IOC members cash 
and gifts, in one case more than 
$70,000 in cash. 

The JVeir York Times said 
that the payments could have 
been made during an IOC 
meeting in Budapest in 1993. 
Salt Lake City won the compe- 
tition to become the Winter 
Games 2002 venue by a land- 
slide vote at that meeting. 

The resignations, the latest 
moves in what has become the 
worst ethics scandal in 
Olympics history, were 
announced after a joint session 
of the Salt Lake and US 


By David Usborne 
in New York 

Olympic committees. The affair 
has cast an embarrassing pall 
over Salt Lake City; a place 
more usually associated with 
the Mormon Church, which is 

based there. 

Fbur separate investigations 
are already under way into 
claims that nearly $400,000 was 
spent on educational scholar- 
ships for young people associ- 
ated with members of the IOC. 
There are suspicions that some 
of the money may have been 
pocketed by IOC officials and 
never spent on education. 

US West, a telecommunica- 
tions firm, has announced it is 
withholding $5m in games 
sponsorship while the investi- 
gations are under way. 

It was also disclosed yes- 
terday that one IOC member, 
named as Jean-Claude Ganga. 
from the Republic of Congo, 
may have been given a “sweet- 
heart deal" to buy three luxury 
home sites, close to the 
Olympic downhill skiing site, 
three months after Salt Labe 
City won the contest. 

According to the Associated 
Press, Mr Ganga was able soon 
afterwards to sell the land, at 
a profit of $60,000. in a deal 
organised directly through a 
member of the city's Olympic 
bid committee. 
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Sharp rise in 
German jobless 


GERMANY’S SOCIAL Democ- 
rat-led government, which came 
/ to power last autumn promising 
to vanquish unemployment, was 
jolted yesterday by a steep rise 
in the jobless figures. 

A further 250.000 people were 
forced on the dole in December 
pushing the headline unem- 
pfoyment figure back above four 
million for the first time since 
September. The unaefiusted job- 
less rate now stands at 10.9 per 
cent, slightly above the Euro- 
pean Union average. 

As the mirage of new jobs 
fades, the government of Chan- 
cellor Gerhard Schr&der is 
coming under increasing pres- 
sure to resort to traditional 
Keynesian methods of boosting 
the stumbling economy. 

But Oskar Lafontaine, the 
Finance Mmisterand leading ad- 
vocate in Europe of state inter- 
ventfonm the labour market, will 
. -jj-ry to duck the issue. Tensions 

between the government and the 
European Central Bank (ECB) 
are likely to rise as he puts the 
blame on excessively high in- 


By Imre Karacs 

in Bonn 

terest rates. These stand at 3 per 
cent in euroland. Although Wira 
Duisenberg, the president of 
the ECB. has so far resisted calls 
for further interest rate cuts, 
most economists expect him to 
yield in the coming months. 

Almost no expert expects the 
German economy to match last 
year's growth rate of 2.7 per cent 
The government has pencilled 
in 2 percent most banks expect 
about 1.8 per cent, and this week 
the prestigious German Eco- 
nomic Institute (DIW) predict- 
ed 1.4 per cent 

Halting seasonal factors into 
consideration, the rise in job- 1 
lessness last month was less bad 
than it appeared German un- 
employment always rises in win- 
ter, and the seasonal!)' adjusted 
jobless figure rose by a moder- 
ate 34,000 bo 4.15 million. 

But whatever the true state 
afemplqyznent, the latest figures ; 
seem to confirm the long- i 
awaited slowing of the economy. | 
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Pakistan locked into a 
tragic cycle of violence 


IT is more an eyesore than a 
school. In this ostentatious 
middle-class suburb of Islam- 
abad, where the concrete villas 
are dad in fancy HU*; sits a hud- 
dle of half-finished structures 
separated by a stretch of mud. 

There is a mosque of rude 
cement, a hovel of whitewashed 
brick In the dormitory two 
small children doze under 
quilts. In the crude, pitch-dark; 
kitchen, older boys squat in the 
dirt to prepare the lentil curry 
that will end the day’s fast 

This primitive school repre- 
sents the most pressing prob- 
lem for Pakistan's Prime 
Minister; Nawaz Sharif. It is an 
Islamic fiinrfamgntalfcf school 
and there are 25,000 like it 
across the country. It is pover- 
ty stricken, because this and 
previous governments have 
done everything they could to 
cut its sources of funding. 

Its headteacher; in long black 
robes and with a sweeping 
beard, disavows any involve- 
ment in politics; but he is an ac- 
tive member of an extreme 
Islamist party, the Jamiyat 
ITlema Islam. /bid it is the coun- 
try boys graduating from 


By anwar Iqbal and 
Peter pofham 
in Islamabad 

schools like these who go onto 
become the fbotsoldiers of 
Afghanistan’s Taliban and their 
ultra-violent equivalents in Pak- 
istan, notably the Sipa Sahaba 
Pakistan - the group held re- 
sponsible for shooting 18 Shia 
Muslims dead in a mosque in 
central Pakistan last week. 

Pakistan is locked in a cycle 
of violence. Karachi is the no- 
torious case, where descen- 
dants of migrants from India 
have shoot-outs on a daily 
basis. But, thanks to the Aighan 
war; the whole country is satu- 
rated with weapons and bkxxty 
mayhem is an too common. 

In normal times. Mr Sharif 
might m a n age to live with vio- 
lence at this level. It is, after all, 
restricted to professional ter- 
rorists; in the long attrition be- 
tween Sunni and Shia terrorist 
s, sparked by the Islamic revo- 
lutkm in Iran, each massacre has 
been followed by predictions 
that t he cnmirnirritwi TOi iildtnln* 
up arms against each other -but 
it has never happened- 


But these are not normal 
times. When Mr Sharif ordered 
Pakistan’s nuclear tests in May, 

he set a cfodc ticking towards 

economic disaster. This was 
dearly understood at the time, 
because of the predictable ef- 
fects of sanctions and the low 
level of foreign reserves. But he 
went ahead with the tests. 

He then pushed the hands of 
the dock further towards mid- 
night when he initiated ag- 
gressive action against Hudco, 
a London-based power com- 
pany which owns and runs the 
biggest private power plant in 
the country. Claiming feat the 
company was guflty erf corrup- 
tion mfedealmgs wife the gov^ 
eminent erf his predecessor; 
Benazir Bhutto, he raided its of- 
fices and had arrest warrants 
issued for its executives. Abet- 
ter way of scaring off foreign in- 
vestors is hard to imagine. 

Ehnpt gn fawanpgsfflnfimH^ tO 

fight shy erfthe country and one 
compelling reason is law 
order Moeen Qureshi, a former 
caretaker prime minister now in 


this was a “very serious” situa- 
tion. “How marry factories in 


Karachi sfey no operation far the 
whale month? Yon will find all erf 
them remain dosed fix- one- 
third of the time [due to large- 
scale extortion]... the problem 
is spreading in the interior of foe 
country as weH.” 

It was in October feat Mr 
Sharif first indicated his deter- 
mination to tackle the problem 
when he severed his party’s 
ties with its ally Mohapr Qaiimi 

Movement, winch is both the 
dominant political party in 
Karachi and the city's ™rin ter- 
racist organisation. He damped 
martial law on the dty, and set 
up special military courts to by 
those accused of terrorist 
crimes. The first two men to be 
sentenced to death by fee courts 
were hanged last week 

The approach was dracon- 
ian, but maqybdieve it was kmg 
overdue. Mr Sharif's harsh ac- 
tion may be a first step towards 
restoring government control. 

But last week's atrocities - 
the massacre in the mosque 
and the bridge bomb two days 
earlier that was believed to be 
an assassination attempt on Mr 
Sharif hut kille d four others - 
are seen by some as a sign feat 


the war against the terrorists 
is not going to be won easity. 

Pakistan's hope ofbravingthe 
present economic storm de- 
pends substantial^ on Mr Sharif 
holding his nerve. Ifhis courage 


upper hand, it is fikety a means 
wiD be found to remove the gov- 
eznmenL If law and order im- 
proves, bringing signs of an 
economic spring, he may be- 
come fee first Pakistani prime 
minigfpygwcp Z nlflfaw AK Bfallt- 
to to serve his foil terra. 

M After months of deepening 
gloom following the two coun- 
tries 5 nuclear tests, a chink of 
light entered Indo-Pakistani re- 
lations yesterday when the first 

bus from India since partition ar- 
rivedinl^kzstan’sdtydLahare. 
Agreement to inaugurate a reg- 
ular bus service between Delhi 
and Lahore was practically the 
onty positive outcome of recent 
talks between the two old ene- 
mies, which have fought three 
tatter wars in fee past 50 years. 
Threats by Shiv Sena, foe Bom- 
bay-based Hindu extremists, to 
disrupt the service “by all pos- 
sible means, i nc tacfcigvfotaoce^ 
failed to materialise. 



A young scavenger running past burning tyres in Islamabad yesterday during Shia 
protests against last week's mosque massacre on Pakistan Muzammi l Rasha 
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IN BRIEF 


UN moves to calm Sierra Leone 

UNITED NATIONS officials flew to Siena Leone yesterday 
and offered to mediate between the government and 
rebels seeking the release of one of their leaders. But 
Sam Bockarie, a commander of the two-day-old rebellion, 
rejected the offer and threatened a new offensive. 

US may seek Pinochet trial 

THE UNITED .STATES confirmed feat is wh pihw 

foe former Chilean dictatm; Augusto Pinochet, can be tried 
thgre fora 197fi car h nmhing in V Bashmgtnn that hilled mv» of 

his opponents, Oriando Letcher Spanish prosecutors want 
to extradite the 83-year-old gena-al from Britain. 

Commission admits gun ownership 

THE EUROPEAN Commission yesterday said its security 
staff hold five high-powered rifles - contradicting earlier 
denials of the allegation. A spokeswoman said: “They 
were bought at a time when there was a terrorist threat'' 

Prison mutiny leaves 13 dead 

A PRISON mutiny in a former Soviet labour camp left 13 
people dead after Azerbaijani forces ended a riot At least 
two men died in the revolt, at Gobustan, 40 miles from the 
capital. Baku. They had been jailed for their part in a coup 
attempt against President Gaidar Aliyev 

Serb police shot dead in Kosovo . 

Three Serbian police officers were wiled and three 
civilians wounded in Kosovo yesterday but the cause was 
unclear A spokesman for the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe said the victims were caught 
in crossfire in Suva Reka, 25 miles southwest of Pris tina 

Anwar Ibrahim turns the tables 

THE FORMER Malaysian deputy prime minis t er Anwar 
fora him , who is in court feeing sex and corruption riiaiys, 
has turned the tables on his accusers by issuing a writ for 
compensation against the police who arrested him. 


T 996 silver AS. 
.0,000 miles. a.' ! oys 

FOUND 

by the 

Audi Used Car Locator 


0345 69977 ' 



l 





















( 


e *d ENt 




THE INDEPENDENT 

Saturday 9 January 1999 


FOREIGN NEWS/17 


fHorse whisperer shares her trail craft 
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FOR THE campers from the 
dt^atentin the foothills of Bar- 
rington Tops National Park 
represents a week’s adven- 
ture. Fbr Ji Ilian Sullivan and 
Cactus, her ginger mongrel, it 
represents a way of life. Fbr 
nine months of the year, she 
drives cattle across the wilder- 
ness of New South Wales and 
sleeps under canvas. 

Camp conditions are no ex- 
cuse for slovenliness. A 
woman’s touch is everywhere 
- flowers in the dunny. which is 
<Joshed out with disinfectant 
i ; / tally; hot water in the shower 
" ar&lock and food supplied with a 
maternal eye Tor detail “So.” 
she says, as a blackened iron 
billycan brings water to the boQ, 
“who’s for breakfast?” 


IT is Monday, and another 
urban gang have arrived for 
their initiation into the ways of 
the bush. Patience with begin- 
ners <"Oh God, I’ve never sat 
on a horse - what wilt I do if it 
bites me?"j is a quality Jillian 
has hod to develop since giving 
up her old life, three years 
ago. She ran a ranch in the out- 
back with her husband Steve, 
until it became painfully obvi- 


A WEEK IN THE LIFE 

THE DROVER, NEW SOUTH WALES 


sheep and cows. 1 just had to 
stop now’ and then to feed the 
little one," she said. 


by Tuesday the heat and dust 
of the trail demand respite. 
The townies dreaming of Clint 
Eastwood now have a chance 
to play Pale Rider and bare a 
set of lily-white legs. Humans 
and horses alike cod off in a faffl- 
abong as the hundred-odd head 
of cattle being driven to market 
take their own rest in some 
shaded pasture, up ahead. 

Jillian slopes off to a seclud- 
ed spot for a private swim be- 
fore leading the party back to 
base for dinner. No Spaghetti 
Western, this, though. A pow- 
erful smell of roast beef wafts 
through the evening air as the 
riders brush down their mounts 
for the night before tucking in 
to hot meal and cold beer. 


Wednesday AND die paying 
customers are treated to a 
demonstration of Jillian’s 



JUlian Sullivan: Drover 

ous they were in a declining in- 
dustry that could have trapped 
them in a downward spiral of 
diminishing returns and un- 
saleable property*. Such is the 
lot of many in the bush today. 

So they bit the bullet and 
sold up. gambling on JiUian's 
ability to impart to others her 
lifelong love of horses. “When 
I had both my girls, 1 rode up 
to the day 1 gave birth, then a 
week later as soon as 1 was out 
of hospital I made a papoose for 
the babv so I could sort out the 


equine understanding. She 
steps into n paddock under 
the jaundiced eye or a marc, 
spoilt she explains, by mis> 
treatment at the hands of for- 
mer owners. A whip cracking 
at her rear, the beast circles 
warily. "What we're doing is 
getting inside the horse's mind, 
driving ber away, like a lead 
man? would do in a wild herd,” 
JUlian says. Then, after half an 
hour of this pas de deter, the 
coup de theatre - the mare puts 
her head on Jillian’s shoulder. 
“She wants to be my friend, 
that's pretty amazing, isn’t it?" 

"Horse whispering" tech- 
niques form the basis of JDlian’s 
w’hole philosophy. “Horses are 
pacifists," she says, maintain- 
ing her vigilance over tourists 
with bad riding habits, ensur- 
ing that even beginners are 
safe in the wide open spaces of 
the Hunter Valley. “If you treat 
him right, he wont want to run 
away from you." 


COME THURSDAY and the 
trail leads to a natural vantage 
point from high ground on JU- 
lian's rented property over 
the 650,000-acrc ranch be- 
longing to Australia's richest 



Driving cattle in the Australian outback is work for some, an adventure for urbanites David BumettJColorific 


man, Kerry Packer. The nine 
lush pitches, where the media 
tycoon would seek solace in 
younger days in a game of 
polo, gleam in iridescent con- 
trast to the scrub of the hill- 
sides. The hundred or so staff 
are sheltering from the rain, 


perhaps in their own private, 
luxurious cinema. 


FRIDAY .AND the sen ous busi- 
ness of returning the steers to 
their pens requires all the 
drovers’ new-found naviga- 


tional skills. Mission accom- 
plished, and it is off back to the 
city, to nurse the sunburn and 
saddle sores, and tell their tales 
to the timorous ones Jeft behind. 
Coming the other way is Steve, 
returning from a week’s toil on 
the Sydney stock market to 


place a proprietorial arm 
around this Belle of the Bush. 
“1 thought I must be crazy leav- 
ing my husband to go and live 
in a tent." she says, “But if you 
can teach someone something 
in your life, it's all worth it w 
’ ANNABEL MCGOLDR1CK 


Jerry Brown 
brings Panthers 
to the people 




BY ANDREW GUMBEL 
in Los Angeles 

NOBODY HAS heard a political 
activist shout “Power to the 
people!" for a good while but in 
Oakland - San Francisco’s ugly 
sister across the bay, famous fbr 
its Sixties radicalism - the slo- 
fih has become quite fashion- 
able in recent days. 

First came Monday's inau- 
guration of Jerry Brown, the 
mercurial former governor of 
California and twice presiden- 
tial candidate, who has re- 
turned to the grass roots as the 
city's mayor. And now two old 
members of the Black Pan- 
thers, the radical movement 
that fanned out from Oakland 
to fight fbr self-determination 
for blacks, have announced 
that they are returning home. 

David Hilliar d, the Anthers’ 
chief of staff who spent sever- 
al years in jail for his involve- 
ment in a shoot-out with police, 
returned to his old high school 
in West Oakland and an- 
nounced he would seek to rep- 
resent the district in next year's 
aflffouncfl elections. His cam- 
p$$i manager will be Bobby 
Seale, co-founder of the Pan- 
thers and a man perhaps best 
known for being bound and 








Jerry Brown: Mercurial 

gagged in court during the trial 
of the so-called Chicago Eight 
at the height of the anti-Vietnam 
counter-culture in the late 
1960s. Mr Seale said he would 
move back to the West Coast 
from Philadelphia. 

“AH power to all the people!” 
the two men chanted happQy in 
a nostalgic throwback to earli- 
er more hot-headed days. 

Both made dear, however, 
that now whites and blacks 
can work together and armed 
struggle is no longer a political 
requirement. Mr Brown is their 
inspiration. u We now have a 
progressive mayor who sounds 
more like a Black Panther with 
every speech he makes,” Mr 
Hilliard said. 
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Briefing 


bidder dealing probe at UBS 

THE WORLD’S largest bank, UBS, faces fresh 
embarrassment after it emerged that the Zurich 
authorities are investigating alleged insider dealing before 
of the merger between Union Bank of Switzerland and 
Swiss Bank Corporation. senior executives just over a year 
ago. Spokesmen for the hank said yesterday that it would 
be “happy to provide any information” to the authorities. 
The bank was hit in October after the chairman, Mathis 
Cabaflfavetfca, quit in the wake of the revelations of heavy 
losses as a result of the problems at Long-lbnn Capital 
Management, the US hedge fond that was bailed out in late 
September 

Thames names new chairman 

ROGER CARE (left), the 
chief executive of the fire 
and security products 
group Williams Holdings, 
is to become the next 
chairman of Thames Water. 
Mr Cart; 52, wifl succeed 
Sr Robert Clarke who is 
retiring in March aged 70. 
Thames said Mr Can; who 
has been a director of toe 
company since 1994, was 
being appointed to the 
chairmanship in a non- 
executive capacity but declined to give details of his 
salary or bow many days a week he would put in. 

ENIC confirms bid for Wembley 

EN1C, the investment group, yesterday confirmed that it 
had made an approach to tftiy Wembley, the group which 
owns the stadium. ENIC said it had made an indicative 
offer of 4EL5p per Wembley share, of which 200p was in 
cash and the remainder in ENIC shares. Although the offer 
was rejected by Wembley's board, the group’s three non- 
executive directors have written to ENIC saying they 

WWlld renmwmgnri thf> nfffcr fa chareho Mers- Wfemhtey 

Stadium is 00 the verge of bong sold to a national trust 
which will redevelop it with toe help of funding from the 
National Lottery. 
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Marston turns tables 
with £330m Wolves bid 



Post 
Office 
to buy 
foreign 


THE BED BATTLE for Marston 
Thompson & Evershed took 
an unprecedented twist yes- 
terday when the regional brew- 
er turned on Wolverhampton & 
Dudley, its hostile suitor; by 
laimchinga£330mooimterhid. 

Marstorfs move is believed to 
be the first time that a UK com- 
pany has attempted the so- 
called “Pac-Man defence”, 
where a firm on the receiving 

pnrj qf an MT ny antpri hriri attemp ts 

to swallow its predator 

Marston is offering two of its 
shares and 246p in cash for 
each Wolverhampton share. At 
the same time, it proposes to 
pay its own shareholders a 
special dividend of I23p per 
share. The offer counters 
Wolverhampton's cash-and- 
shares bid for Marston, winch 
was launched at the end of 
November. 

However; Wolverhampton 
immediately rejected the bid 
David MjDes; the ebairman, said- 
“Marstons dearly have no de- 


by Peter tbal Lakskv 

fence to our logical proposal for 
indugtiy rntisofidafr” 11 ar| d hau»» 
therefore chosen to embark on 
an expensive and Sawed 
nmrriigivpitarfr aimed at dis- 
tracting their own shareholders 
from the merits of our bid” 
Marston, best known for its 
Pedigree bitter and its Pitcher 
& Piano pub chain, said it would 
fond the bid by seffing 1450 ten- 
anted pubs to raise about £25Qm. 

It will dose Wblvertiamptotfs 
breweries in Wolverhampton 
and Hartlepool, shifting some 
production to its own brewery in 
Burton-upon-'frent At the same 
time Marston has negotiated a 
deal with Bass, the brewing 
gian t, to take over the produc- 
tion of Banks’s. Wolverhamp- 
ton’s best-selling bitten 
Marston said the combined 
moves, which would lead to 
the loss of 340 jobs, would ad- 
dress the problems of over- 
capacity in the regional 



T*4<»r Mandeb on enjoying a pint at toe Wbkes-owped 
Camerons brewery in Hartlepool North Neics and Pictures 


brewing industry and yield an- 
nual cost savings of £24m. 

Nick Letchet, the chief exec- 
utive, said: “Wfe believe there is 
a compelling commercial logic 
to this offer while more cash will 
be returned to the combined 
shareholder group.” Under the 
terms of the deal, WoJverbamp- 
tem shareholders win hold 55 per 


cent of the share capital of the 
enlarged group with Marston 
shareholders owning the re- 
maining 45 per cent 

Amid frantic trading, Wbtoer- 
hampton shares yesterday 
jumped 72L5p to 510p, while 
Marstorfs shares were up 4p at 
3Q2J>p. At yesterday's dosing 
prices the respective bids val- 


ued eadi Wdverhampton share 

at 85ip and each Marston share 
at 3Q2p, but brokers pointed out 
that these values were artifi- 
cially inflated. 

Marston' s unprecedented 
move caused confusion in the 
City- ft is understood toe Stock 
Exchange initially refused to re- 
lease the ann ouncement be- 
lieving that Mars ton’s and 
Wolverhampton's names had 
been swapped over by accident 
on the announcement 

Institutional investors, many 

of whom own shares in boto com- 
panies, gave Marstorfs move a 
cautious welcome. “We are not 
unbappywith Marstorfs mow," 

one said “Of course we would 
hare preferred an agreed deal, 
but they have been trying to do 
that for two and a half years. 

Nigel Fopham, an analyst at 
Ifeatho'&Greaawood.sakt'Db- 
vfousJyWblres fe not going to take 
this lying ttowiL But theywffl now 
have to offer a lot more - prob- 
ably around 38Gp a share.” 




By Michael Harrison 


German 
slump 
knocks 
profits 
at RMC 

By Clifford German 


RMC, the concrete and aggre- 
gates business, issued a shock 
profits warning yesterday, 
blaming bad weather and a 
slump in demand in the former 
East Germany. Profits in 1998 
will not now exceed £265m be- 
fore exceptional items, com- 
pared with current market 
forecasts averaging £295m and 
the 1997 total of £308m. 

The shares had already 
begim to slide this week in an- 
ticipation of a cautious trading 
statement but toe severity of 
the warning took City analysts 
by surprise. 

The shares which peaked at 
£14 last summer fell 69p to 
683p in early trading before 
dosing 57p lower at 695p, wip- 
ing £i50m off toe market value 
of the company, leading some 
analysts to speculate that it 
could be vulnerable to a bid 

Analysts immediately 
slashed forecasts for both 1998 
and 1999 by around £3Qm. One 
broker now expects profits as 
low as £257m in 1998 and me- 
dian forecasts for 1999 have 



RMC’s concrete and aggregates business has suffered because of bad weather and tolling demand in eastern 
Germany. Analysts have slashed forecasts and some say toe company could be vulnerable to a bid 


been cut from £3i0m-£32Qm to 
£280m~f290m. 

A drop in demand in eastern 
Germany has been inevitable as 
the tax incentives offered to 
construction projects follow- 
ing reunification came to an 
end, but the speed and size of 
the slump has taken the com- 
pany by surprise, Peter Young 
toe chief executive said yes- 
terday. 


Demand was expected to 
foil hyup to 20 per cent over two 
years but after a 15 per cent fall 
in the first half it has fallen a 
further 20 per cent in toe sec- 
ond half ami a decline in volume 
has led to a drop in prices. 

The slump in demand in 
eastern Germany has begun to 
have a knock-on effect in the 
rest of Germany, which re- 
mains RMC’s biggest single 


market Demand baa also fall- 
en away in Israel, as a result of 
the continuing political uncer- 
tainly, but business in toe UK 
has been satisfactory, demand 
ami prices for ready-mixed con- 
crete have been steady, and 
price increases have offset flat 
demand for aggregates. 

Demand in the rest of Europe 
has also been satisfactory, Mr 
Young said, and trading results 


remain encouraging in the US, 
and especially m California. 

Prospects in Germany will not 
become dear until the spring, 
bid the company has merged its 
five German divisions into three 
and cut a further 230 jobs at a 
cost of £lOm. Gearing is still low 
at 32 per cent, however; and the 
company expects to maintain re- 
cent spending levels on acqui- 
sitions, Mr Ybung said. 


THE POST OFFICE wffl next 
week unvefl Its first major over- 
seas expansion since being 
granted more commercial free- 
dom by announcing' the 
takeover of Germany’s fburth- 
largest parcel operator 
The deal to acquire German 
Parcel due to be announced on 
Monday is said to be worth hun- 
dreds of miHIons of pounds. It 
will give the Post Officers first 
a presence in mainlandEurope. 

The move follows the Gov- 
ernment’s decision last month 
to Kift controls on the Post Of- 
fice’s ability to borrow com 1 
mercially and enter joint 
ventures with overseas part- 
ners. It was the last important 
policy decision by Peter Man- 
delson before he resigned as 
Secretary of State for Trade and 
Industry over toe Geoffrey 
Robinson home loan affair 
A Post Office spokesman 
said the company would be 
making “the biggest an- 
nouncement about the corn- 
parry since it was estahSsbed as 
as corporation 30 years ago". 
He would not disclose details, 
but said it would be “good news 
for the compary and all its 
customers and employees’’. 

The organisation has 
pressed for more commercial 
freedom anda cut in the' £320m 
dividend it pays the Treasury in 
order to put it on an equal foot- 
ing with rival international post 
offices. It served notice imme- 
diately after the Government 
review that it intended to push 
ahead with a number of projects 
to expand internationally, par- 
ticularly in mainland Europe. 

Germany’s Deutsche Post 
recently bought a SO per cent 
stake in Securicor’s parcel de- 
livers business and a 25 per 
cent stake in courier firm DHL 
International The privatised 
Dutch post office, meanwhile, 
took over TNT last year. 

The UK’s Post Office has en- 
tered into two small joint ven- 
tures with private operators in 
Sweden, but until now it has 
been hamstrung by Treasury 
rules limiting investment in 
joint ventures with the private 
sector to £iOm. 

The Government review in 
December ruled out privatisa- 
tion of the Post Office or float- 
ing up to 49 per cent of it But 
Mr Mandelson made it dear he 
intended to beep the privatisa- 
tion option open. His successor 
at Trade and Industry Stephen 
Byers, is another moderniser 
although he came from the 
Treasury, which tried to block 
easing of Post Office controls. 






C&W shares soar 10% as 
predators line up offers 


SHAKES IN Cable & Wireless 
gained almost 10 per cent yes- 
terday amid rumours that the 
telecoms giant was about to 
receive a takeover bid. 

In heavy trading C&W 
shares closed at 888.5p, up 
74.5p. as reports suggested 
that several potential predators 
were preparing to make offers 
for the company. 

C&W has been at the centre 
of bid speculation since last 
month when Dick Brown, the 
chief executive, unexpectedly 
resigned to take up a new 
position as chief executive of 
EDS, the US computer ser- 
vices company. 

One story suggested that 
Ralph Robins, the Chairman, 


By peter Thal Larsen 

had appointed the investment 
bank BT AlesLBrown to find a 
buyer for the business. 

C&W refused to comment, 
but observers said the specu- 
lation made sense given that 
the company’s shares were 
still trading at a large discount 
to break-up value of its assets. 

Chris Godsmark, telecoms 
analyst at Henderson Crosth- 
waite, said: “We think a break- 
up or a sale of C&W is the 
quickest way to realise share- 
holder value, given that the 
company is without a chief ex- 
ecutive.” The broker estimates 
C&Ws break-up value at LIOOp 
a share. 


One possibility mooted was 
abid organised by Global One, 
the international alliance in 
which Deutsche Telekom, 
Sprint and France Telecom are 
partners. 

However; a range of other 
potential bidders are KMy to be 
interested in C&W, which has 
interests in attractive telecoms 
assets, including controlling 
stakes in Hong Kong Telecom 
and Cable & Wireless Commu- 
nications, the UK's largest 
cable operator 

Experts said any bid would 
have to be agreed by the board 
because a hostile bidder would 
be forced to buy out the 
minority shareholders in Hong 
Kong Telecom as well. 


Lawyers consider action 
against Griffin’s US parent 


LAWYERS representing some of 
the no self-employed Liffe 
futures traders put out of busi- 
ness by the fall of G riffin, die 
Chicago-based futures broken 
are considering taking action 
against Roger and Tex Griffin, 
the American multi-million- 
aires behind Griffin Trading. 

The threat of action in the US 
emerged as the lawyers began 
talks with the Securities and Fu- 
tures Authority tSFAj in an ef- 
fort to win compensation for the 
traders. 

David Greene of Edwin Coe, 
which is representing a number 
of locals - as the traders are 
known - said that as the UK 
arm of Griffin was only a 
branch of the Chicago opera- 


BY JOHN WlLLCOCK 

tion, the American company 
might be legally liable to com- 
pensate the Liffe traders. 

Yesterday traders in Lon- 
don warned that the £6m loss- 
es made by John Ho Park that 
led to Griffin’s closure before 
Christmas could result in an 
ugty legal battle. The three so- 
licitors’ firms retained by the 
traders are threatening legal ac- 
tion against the SFA or the US 

parent company as a last resort. 

None of the locals can start 
to trade again until they get 
back same of their fends that 
were frozen when Griffin col- 
lapsed. Stephen Wbolfe of City 
law firm Taylor Joynson Gar- 


rett, who is advising four locals, 
said: “We are looking at the op- 
tions for recovering [toe lo- 
cals’] assets from Griffin as 
quickly as possible - either 
through the regulators or 
through Griffin itself.” 

Mr Wixrife said one key ques- 
tion was whether the locals’ 
funds should have been pooled 
by MeesPierson, the Dutch 
bank that cleared for Mr Park 
on the Eurex exchange, or 
whether they should have been 
kept in separate “designated" 
accounts for each trader 

Another avenue could be to 

gege a “breach of trust” by toe 

Dutch bank on the grounds 
mat locals' fends were being 
held m trust, said Mr Woolfe. 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 


SHARES closed sharply up, buoyed 
by a rally on Wall Street and 
takeover talk. The FTSE 100 index 
closed at 6,147-2. up 46 points, after 
touching a record 6,195.6 just after 
2pm. 

Traders were encouraged by 
rumours of a bid by Deutsche- - 
Telekom for Cable & Wireless. 
Other telecoms stocks, including 
Orange and Telewest, rose in 
sympathy. Smaller stocks made 
modest gains, with toe FT All- 
Share gaining 20 points to 2,784.7. 

Market report, page 19 


ENEW YORK 

® TOKYO 

HONG KONG 

STOCKS ROSE for the third time 
in four days. The economy added 
more jobs than expected in 
December, increasing optimism 
over profits. The Dow Jones rose 
53.27 to 9590.03 in midday 
trading; the S&P 500 was np 0.91 
to 1270.64 and Nasdaq jumped 
25.07 to 2351.16. All three set 
. records in the first 15 minutes of 
trading. “Everybody’s saying 
they're buying because things 
are going np. That sets ns np for 
volatility, ’ said Dan Mathisson at 
DE Shaw Securities. 

The Nikkei ended 144.7 points 
down at 13,391.8, as concerns over 
the rising yen’s impact on blue- 
chips’ earnings continued to 
damage sentiment 

Traders were anticipating a raft 
of profit downgrades soon, as most 
large exporters calculate earnings 
forecasts at around 120 yen to the 
dollar. The dollar was trading at 

111 yen by late afternoon in Tbkyo. 
Falls in Sony, Honda and Toyota 
shares were partly cushioned by 
continued strength in 
semiconductor-related issues. 

THE Hang Seng closed 27.1 
points higher at 20,722.7 after 
soaring more than 200 points in 
early afternoon amid 
expectations of a half-point cut 
in local savings rates. Leading 
banks later announced a 
quarter-point cot in prime rates, 
leaving the prime lending rate at 
8.75 percent 

Traders were cautious on the 
immediate outlook, although the 
market rallied through most of 
last week, gaining more than 900 
points since Monday. 


FRANKFURT 


THE XETRA DAX closed up 24.80 
points at 5,370.51, leaving it up 7.3 

KnSf weefc - Rumours in 

“ff®. Deutsche Telekom 
would fed for Cable and Wireless 

« rt fS ar * B * fell 

«per cent amid heavy trading on 

JfE? rts a J° mt venture would * 
a l»8 post-tax loss of 
WWitt Dresdno, Bank rose 7.8 per 
cent Tuesday’s confirmation it had 

bank shareholdings into a separate 
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Pac-Man defence finally takes the stage 


ACCORDING TO the records, the 
Pac-Man defence has never been 
tried before, in Britain at least. 
Named after a once famous and 
now ancient computer game, the 
idea of which was to turn round and 
gobble up the little monster that 
was chasing your little monster, 
plenty have talked about using it as 
a way of seeing oEf an unwanted 
takeover bid. but nobody has 
actually attempted it, less still 
pulled it off. 

Judging by Marston Thompson 
& Evershed’s £330m bid for Wolver- 
hampton & Dudley Breweries, you 
can see why. The Stock Exchange 
was so astonished by the an- 
nouncement that it felt* obliged to 
check this wasn't a mistake or a 
hoax before posting it on the 
screen. Wolverhampton & Dudley' 
had been bidding for Marston in a 
mixture of shares and cash. Now 
Marston is bidding for Wolves, also 
in shares and cash. 

That caused Wolverhampton’s 
shares to climb sharply on the 
stock market yesterday, greatly 
enhancing the value of its offer for 
Marston, which in turn enhances 
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The choice is between two 
underperformers that have 
consistently matched each 
other iti disappointment 


the value of its offer for Wolves. In 
these circumstances, it becomes 
very hard to see what fair value for 
the combined group is, or indeed 
how it should be split between the 
two sides. 

Harder stilt for investors is to 
judge between the two alternative 
strategies, for neither company 


has exactly covered itself in glory 
in recent years. The choice is be- 
tween two underperformers that 
have consistently matched each 
other disappointment for disap- 
pointment 

The Marston strategy does at 
least have a certain vindictive style 
about it If successful, Marston 
will lay waste to its attacker’s ter- 
ritory, sacking its management 
and many of its employees, dosing 
its two main breweries and selling 
many of its pubs. Most insulting of 
all it plans to contract out the brew- 
ing of Waives’ best selling Banks’s 
bitter and mild to Bass. SweeL 
revenge indeed. 

Unfortunately, it is not clear 
that any of this will do much for in- 
vestors, many of whom are share- 
holders in both companies. On the 
other hand it certainly ratchets up 
the investment banking and legal 
fees. Both sides can now presum- 
ably charge for a bid as well as a 
defence. What a racket. 

PERHAPS IT IS the launch of the 
euro with its promise of ever 
cheaper money, but this latest cut 


in interest rates has, as never be- 
fore. had many of us scurrying 
away to our filing cabinets to check 
up on our mortgage and savings ac- 
counts. AH too often, the result has 
proved a disturbing one. What 
looked like such a great deal when 
we signed up all that time ago now 
turns out to be a real s tinke r What's 
more, it is going to cost us an arm 
and a leg to chuck it in and sign up 
with something more modern and 
user-friendly. 

For instance, a colleague finds 
himself locked into a fixed- rale 
mortgage which has come to cost 
more than the better variable - . . 
he faces big redemption pe> — ,es 
if he tries to shift Meanwhile, my 
wife has discovered that the Chel- 
tenham & Gloucester 90-day notice 
account which she opened for a 
small inheritance a few years ago, 
now pays less than the same or- 
ganisation's instant access account 
Tb disentangle herself, she has to 
give three months' notice or again 
fad.- a very hefty withdrawal penally. 

In many cases, however, it is 
merely inertia which makes us 
stay with what has plainly become 


a disadvantageous product ft is 
often said that it is more common 
to get divorced than shift your 
bank account; the same is largely 
true of savings and borrowings. 
Once signed up, we generally cant 
be bothered, o? lack the time, to 
change. 

Traditionally, the financial ser- 
vice ■ ‘ ’ustry has relied on this 
m-.ua, laziness, misplaced loyalty; 
call it what you will; it's one of the 
reasons our banks, building soci- 
eties and life assurance companies 
manage to remain both inefficient 
- * liighiy profitable at the same 
ume. 

But things are changing. New 
low-cost competitors are trans- 
forming the landscape, both fix- sav- 
ings and mortgages, and suddenly 
it seems possible to get genuine 
value for money. Hie industry may 
not be able to rely on inertia for 
much longer. 

The launch of the euro has added 
fresh impetus to the search for 
value, and that's possibly what’s 
concentrating minds so much right 
now. Unprecedented numbers are 
expected to change their mort- 


gage and savings providers over the 
next year As it happens, the euro's 
promise of very cheap mortgage 
deals is something erf an illusion. Ac- 
cording to John Charcol the inde- 
pendent mortgage advisers, it is 
hard to get a mortgage rate on the 
Continent of much better than 5 per 
cent, despite the fret that the Euro- 
land base rate is only 3 per cent 

If our own financial services in- 
dustry leaves something to be de- 
sired. plainly the Continental one 
has got a very long way to go, for 
in Britain it is now possible to get 
a variable rate mortgage at very 
dose to base rate. 

In any case, if you are prepared 
to factor currency risk into your 
mortgage payments, it would make 
more sense to take out a loan in 
Japan, where the base rate is just 
a quarter of a percentage point 
Don’t forget however, that the so- 
called “yen carry trade" - that is 
borrowing cheap in Japan to lend 
more expensively in the US and the 
UK - nearly toppled some of the 
world's biggest hedge funds last au- 
tumn. Currency speculation is best 
left to the Drofessionals. 


Meanwhile, there are some 
quite astonishing deals on offer 
back home, by historic standards 
at least With the outlook for in- 
terest rates so benign, some fixed- 
rate deals are already dose to or 
lower than most euro mortgage 
rates. West Bromwich is offering 
4.99 per cent fixed fix two years and 
5.25 per cent for five, with no trailer 
penalties. Savills Private Finance 
has launched a two-year fixed rate 
mortgage at only 3.49 per cent 
There is no such thing as a free 
lunch, of course, and many of the 
most attractive looking deals cany 
quite steep signing-on fees and re- 
demption penalties. 

All the same, the outlookfor bor- 
rowers has rarely looked so good. 
Standard Life Bank, a new en- 
trant to the mortgage market, is 
offering a flexible variable rate 
mortgage at just 6.55 per cent with 
a discount of 2 per cent for the first 
six months. By the time that dis- 
count lapses, the variable rate is 
bound to be much lower Savers 
fare less well in this downward 
spiral in interest rates, but you can’t 
have everything, can you? 


Footsie touches 
new record as 
Wall St rallies 


THE FTSE too raced ahead to 
touch a new record of 6,195.6, 
but later foil back to close at 
6147J2. up 46.0 on the day. The 
market v s powered by a rally 
on Wall Street and excitement 
r-aused by renewed talk of 
‘ T^iega-deais. The index of lead- 
ing shares raced up to 6,184 in 
early trade, dropped back and 
then climbed again to bit its 
new high just after 2pm. But it 
failed to cling on. 

The exuberant mood was 
sustained by rumours of a bid 
for Cable & Wireless by 
Deutsche Telekom. C&W stock 
initially leapt 89p in heavy vol- 
ume and later dosed at 888-5). 
up 93 per cent Talk was that 
BT Alex Brown had been hired 
to offer Cable & Wireless to 
potential buyers at 1.050p per 
share. An emphatic denial by 
C&W did little to dampen en- 
thusiasm. 

The telecoms sector has al- 
ready caught takeover fever in 
the wake of the bid battle for 
AirTouch, the US mobile oper- 
ate ; and unexpectedly good 
jf?9 Christmas sales figures. 


TOREX, the medical 
software systems specialist, 
rose 17 per cent as traders 
awoke to the fact It looks 
relatively recession-proof. 

While many companies 
sell IT stocks to companies 
in cyclical sectors, Torex*s 
customer base is relatively 
robust A strong “buy” note 
from the house broken 
Beeson Gregory, also 
helped the shares to end up 
15.5p at 103. 5p. 


The fever was infectious yes- 
• terday and temperatures rose 
, .at Orange, where shares 
- jumped more than 5.5 per cent 
■ to hit 94 5p by the close. 
I grange's share price is now 
! lOOp higher than it was 
' during the go-go days) of July 
last yean 

As of last night it was out- 
performing the All-Share by 
300 per cent- Telewest also 
caught the bug, rising 5.4 per 
cent to dose at2l6p. 

Turnover was heavy. SEAQ 
said more than 1 billion shares 
had been traded by the 430pm 
dose. Fallowing Wednesday’s 
parly and Thursday’s hang- 
over traders were relieved to 
see Wall Street rallying 
overnight. The rally continued 
when Wall Street opened at 
230pm, albeit in a more tem- 
perate way. The Dow was up 48 

points at 9585 by 4pm. 

Mid and small-cap stocks 
predictably saw less of the ac- 
tion, wito the FTSE 2M dosing 
Up 29.7 at 4976.4. The FTSE 
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Small Cap index settled up 143 
at 21333. > : . 

BreWBEiV^jjped in the 
revefryasMarefon. Thompson 
and Ehtershed ^launched its 
audadqu^ for 

Wolverhampton ' & Dudley. 
But the uncertainty over the 
outcome of the battle sowed 
some caution among trades. At 
597p, the Marston bid would 
represent a 35 per cent premi- 
um, a cause for scepticism. 
Vfolverhampton jumped nearly 
20 per cent, or 723 points, to 
doseat5l0p. 

Scottish & Newcastle raced 
ahead in sympathy with the 
takeover activity, jumping 37p 
to dose at 745p. SFI Group, the 
UK pub operator that owns 
the Bar-Med brand, jumped 
153p to 173p, celebrating in 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


was a cause of optimism. 
Compass and Granada . both 
of which have secured big 
Millennium-related contracts, 
jumped 8.5 and 6 per cent 
respectively. 

The party-poopers were few, 
but Reckitt & Colman, the 
household goods and textiles 
group, was not coming out to 
play. Credit Suisse First Boston 
slashed its forecasts over the 
next two years, causing Reckitt 
to tumble 34.5p to 720p by the 
dose. Tomkins, the buns-to- 
guns conglomerate, was an- 
other wallflower Shareholders 
are nervous 

gro ™ 

analysts are known ’to Tie 
its 

RMC group, the cement 
manufacturer; came crashing 
down as investors digested a 
profits warning. RMC said its 
business had been battered by 
a slump in demand for 
construction materials in 
Germany and Israel that would 
take a heavy toll on full-year 



REXAM, the packaging 
group, made courageous 
attempts to extract itself 
from the despondency 
surrounding the sector, 
which suffers from a big 
overcapacity problem. 

After meeting more than 
20 institutions, Rolf 
Boijesson, chief executive, 
put his money where his 
mouth was by buying 50.000 
shares. The slock rose 16p 
to dose at 182p yesterday. 


style the news that like-for-like 
sales were up 5 per cent in the 
four weeks over Christmas. 

Diageo jumped 403p. or 6.1 
per cent, to 7053p. It was 
helped by the generous sales 
price for rival food and drinks 
operator Cantrell & Cochrane. 
Standard Chartered rose 47p 
to 836p on news of acutin Hong 
Kong’s deposit rate. 

Continued hopes of a 
t a ke o ver gave a renewed boost 
to Acorn, the computer group, 
which rose nearly 10 per cent 
to lSS.Sp. Somerfield, the 
struggling retailer; jumped lip 
to 457 3p after Morgan Stanley 
reiterated its strong "buy'’ 
stance ahead of interim re- 
sults. 

The Millennium, for once, 


profits. Analysts are now 
predicting current-year profits 
of £265m at the most - at least 
£30m less than expected. The 
shares fell 59p to 693p. 

Shares in retailers headed in 
different directions as the 
market tried to guess the out- 
come of some crucial trading 
statements happening next 
week. 

Kingfisher, in particular 
must be wondering where 
Santa Claus went The stock 
sM26p to 668p on rumours that 
a trading statement next week 
would be gloomy. But foe owner 
of Woolworths, B&Q, Comet 
and Superdrug is not as 
vulnerable as some think, ac- 
cording to Verdict, the re- 
spected UK retail consultancy. 
The stock may be oversold. 

By contrast, Dixons, a direct 
competitor of Comet’s, rose 23 
per cent after Schraders reit- 
erated its “add” recommenda- 
tion. Other retailers, including 
Somerfield (up 12p to 4583p), 
rose ahead of the market 



Labour plans tax 
breaks for R&D 
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Dawn Primarolo said tbe Government would oottine . 
proposals on tax incentives, along with other : measures 


GOVERNMENT PLANS to en- 
courage more investment in re- 
search and development 
through tax breaks for busi- 
nesses are to be unveiled later 
this month, the new Paymaster 
General, Dawn Primarolo, said 
yesterday. 

Speaking at a productivity 
roadshow at the Nissan car 
plant in Sunderland, she said 
the Government would outline 
specific proposals to make ex- 
isting tax incentives more user- 
friendly, along with new tax 
measures to stimulate R&D in 
small and medium-sized firms 
and encourage big firms to in- 
vest in smaller enterprises. 

The package of measures is 
part of the Government's drive 
to dose the 30 per cent pro- 
ductivity gap between British 
industry and its German, 
American and French rivals. 

51 The Government has 
shown its determination to 
tackle the UK's productivity 


By Michael Harrison 

challenge using all the levers at 
its dis posal, including the tax 
system,” Ms Primarolo said. 
“But to do so effectively, it 
needs the help of business to 
inform the debate and design 
effective polities.” 

The Paymaster General said 
the Government would need to 
weigh up the cost-effective- 
ness of specific measures in- 
volving tax breaks. That would 
require a level-headed assess- 
ment of their impact on busi- 
ness innovation and enterprise. 

Apart from tax incentives, the 
Government is also keen to 
foster the concept of "corporate 
venturing,” whereby large 
companies invest in and form 
partnerships with smaller en- 
terprises. Ms Primarolo said the 
Government would examine 
what scope there was to “kick- 
start” this kind of activity. 

Other initiatives being taken 


to raise productivity include a 
review of the banking sector, 
{dans to widen employee share 
ownership and simplification of 
the tax treatment of intellectual 
property. 

The Nissan site was chosen 
for the fourth in a series of joint 
Tyeasury/Department of TVade 
and Industry productivity road- 
shows because it is the most 
efficient car plant in Europe, 
producing three times as many 
vehicles per man as Rover's 
Longbridge plant 

The Chancellor. Gordon 
Brown, signalled in his pre-Bud- 
get report that closing the pro- 
ductivity gap would be one of 
the Government's top priorities. 
He cited it as a fundamental 
long-term weakness of the 
British economy. Work carried 
out by the management con- 
sultants McKinsey shows that 
UK productivity lags the US by 
40 per cent and Germany fay at 
least 20 per cent 
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New mortgage 
offer takes £175m 

standard life Bank, the 
banking subsidiary of 
Standard Life insurance 
company, is set to take up to 

10 per cent of the new 
mortgage market this year 
after taking 14,000 inquiries 
for its new cut-rate Freestyle 
mortgage offer, and lending 
£i75m in the first five days 
after opening this week. It 
has also cut its mortgage 
rate from 6.8 to 635 per cent 
from Monday. New borrowers 
also get a 2 per cent discount 
for the first sue months. 

Allied Domecq 

ALLIED DOMECQ is to sell off 
its Irish drinks business in a 
multi-million management 
buyout deal to be paid in 
euros. Cantrell & Cochrane, 
which makes and distributes 
Bulmers cider and 
Ballygowan watex; is being 
sold to venture capital 
business BC Partners for 
766m euros (£542m). The sale 
comes just seven months 
after Allied secured complete 
ownership of the Irish 
company by buying out 
Diageo's 49 per cent stake, 
which analysts then valued at 
around £230m. 

011 jobs axed 

BP AMOCO is Cutting 900 
jobs in England and Scotland, 
about 1 per cent of its world- 
wide workforce, the newly 
formed Anglo-American 
giant said. Hie bulk of the 
cuts come from onshore 
exploration and production 
staff being reduced by about 
500 in London and up to 200 
in Aberdeen. Rirther world- 
wide job losses were 
expected. 


Buoyant US economy boosts shares 

, ijjfc US economy defied all ex- 
liKations of a steaity slowdown 


' when key figures yesterday re- 

vealed a staggering jump of 
378^00 in the number of new 
jobs last month, writes Diane 

Coyle. The unemployment rate 

dipped bat* to its SO-year low 
of 43 per cent 


The surprising buoyancy 
helped share prices climb 
further. By mid-morning the 
Dow Jones index was up near- 
ly 55 points at 9392-35. The dol- 
lar gained against the euro 
and the yen. It reversed a dip 
below 110 yen on Thursday to 
dimb above 112 yen. 


In London the FTSE 100 
index ended 46 points higher at 
6,1473, having briefly touched 
anew high of 6 J95.6 during the 
day. 

Even adjusting yesterday’s 
US figures for a 104,000 boost to 
eonstrutiiofl employment from 
unseasonably warm December 


weathei; the rise In the non-form 
payrolls total was well above an- 
alysts’ expectations. 

The news, following strong 
reports on the post-Christmas 

sales and the housing market 

earlier in the week, dimmed any 

remaining hopes for a further 
interest rate cut 
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A fight for the soul of 




Tony O'Reilly, who won. 29 caps for 
Ireland and scored a record-breaking 
58 tries for the Lions, fears that the 
unique appeal of rugby union is 
under threat in the professional era 


PETER B3MNM0NTH, a former cap- 
tain of Scotland, said in ancient 
times; “We don't have much money, 
but we do have fun.” The opposite 
may now be the case. The game 
which was played for recreation, 
pleasure, some exercise and fleet- 
ing moments of glory has now 
become a professional sport In 
consequence, it has changed in 
ways that are good, in ways that are 
bad, and in some ways that are as 
yet incalculable. Most importantly, 
the future of this once Corinthian 
game is today up for very public 
debate. 

Put simply: rugby football at the 
highest level is now seen as a pro- 
fessional calling with all that implies 
in terms of contractual obligations, 
demands for performance, critical 
crowds, the potentiality for great 
rewards for some players and an 

alarming facing of instability that 

appears to permeate player, official, 
and, to a degree, spectator alike. 

First the game: played at its best 
many of the rule changes today have 
been enormously beneficial. How- 
ever; the assisted jump and the 
pointlessness of fighting for pos- 
session make line-outs and loose 
rucks merely a means of restarting 
the game against your opponents. 
Their reaction is the rugby league 
one of stringing defenders across the 
field, as Australia did so brilliantly 
against England in tire final of the 
World Cup in 1991, and all the while 
hoping for some breakdown to give 
a scooting try to their fast runners. 

The gladiatorial dash of players, 
-who seem startlingly larger than I 
recall them, can be as boring as its 
rugby league counterpart The loose 
ruck (Colin Meads once told me that 
a loose ruck could go on for three 
months in New Zealand), the for- 
ward rush and dribble, the swerve 
and the sidestep, the desire to beat 
your opposite number by eluding 
him, is no longer part of the main 
game. Running into a man rather 
than away from him is the new bfble 
of rugby. The aim is to get yourself 
in a position where, with a three-to- 
two or a two -to -one overlap, you will 
score by straight running. 

Much of this is very virtuous and 
there are aspects which I would 
enjoy greatly in the modern game, 
but there is a real danger that, as tac- 
tics improve, foe defender may gain 
the upper hand, and the glory of the 
game as a running spectade may be 
somewhat diminished. 

AH of this, horwevea; is remediable. 
In contrast, there is a great danger 
that the unique spirit of rugby foot- 
ball and tiie collegiality of its clubs 
may be lost inawdter of accusations 

and that mafeps 

the Middle East look like a relative 
haven of calm. 

The nature of the problems are 
extraordinary. We have large Eng- 
lish chibs accusing their own Rugby 


Union of exerting too much control. 
Ybu have the International Rugby 
Board chastising the Rugby Football 
Union for the action of its dubs, 
whose own actions seek to damage 
the very Union that defends it You 
have a European Cup without the 
En glish dubs. You have players 
whose loyalties are divided between 
country, province and dub, and you 
have a potential unilateral declara- 
tion of independence by the RFU and 
television from the other Unions, 
which challenges the very financial 
lifeblood of the game. 

In this maelstrom of imputation 
and counter-statement, one thing is 
quite dean rugby dubs cannot 
afford to pay the escalating playing 
salaries (and now transfer fees) of 
the players if they are to continue. 
The combination of gates and tele- 
vision receipts are simply insufficient 
to match the outflows associated 
with all the principal dubs. Almost 
every major club will report a loss 
this year The losses can only grow 
because the game, although popu- 
lar at the international level, will 
never have the support at the do- 
mestic level that a dub requires to 
pay all its bQIs. This applies as 
much to Leicester; one of my old 
dubs and a very successful one too, 
as it does to Dolphin or Old 
Belvedere, another two of my old 
clubs. There will be no Manchester 
United in rugby football. 

A partial solution would be the 
one aired by Dan Rooney, the 
president and owner of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, in London two 
years ago at a conference organised 
by Rugby News. He advocated acap 
on the amount each dub could pay 
ail its pfoyers, as operated in the 
United States in American FbotbaH. 
It has the effect of equalising com- 
petition for good players throughout 
tire country and making cost and ex- 
pense equate to one another: If the 
cap is £2m and a dub wishes to pay 
£2m for one player; it would have to 
pay nothing for the other 14 or 20 

players, as the case may be. The con- 
trast between the figures paid for 
baseball and basketball players and 
those paid in American FbotbaH 
would make instructive reading for 
all dub treasurers in the rugby-play- 
ing world. 

In shot, rugjy football should not 
be the province of a small handful 
of indrvkhials or dubs, but should be 
in the trusteeship and affordable 
ownership of all committed people, 
in large and small dubs throughout 
tiie world. This gives the game its 
unique appeal. 

On the thorny issue of contracts, 
I believe that although the basic 
contract should be with the dubs, 
the additional cash flow must be 
from the independent Rugby 
Unions through their very large rev- 
enues from gate receipts and TV 
payments for internationals, and 


Nelson Mandela presents tiie winners’ trophy to Francois Pienaar; the South Africa captain, after the 1995 World Cup final in Johannesburg 
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paid hy agreement to the duhs after 
allowing for the Unions' own de- 
velopment and administrative ex- 
penses. Most importantly, there 
should be a commonality of purpose 
between the Unions and the dubs 
as to the performance of that coun- 
try in international competition, 
and the contracts should reflect 
that 

In Ireland, the dubs in all their 
vigour; loyalty fun and diversify 
must be encouraged by the Rugby 
Union to flourish. While there will be 
contracts at dub level, the primary 
contracts should be with the 
provinces and tiie national squad, 
and the provinces should have the 
right to represent Ireland in the 
European League and Cup, if that 
be the final structure agreed upon 
by all the Unions. 

Finally, the issue of competition 
has reduced itself to an absurdity 
with the English dubs pulling out of 
the European Cup. Whether you 
have a European Cup and League 
or simply a European Cup, ah the 
best clubs and provinces in the five 


nations - and beyond, if justified - 
should participate to ensure maxi- 
mum spectator appeal The fact 
that RavenhiD in Belfast will cater 
for a crowd of more than 20,000 
people for the European Cup semi- 
final against Stade Frangais today 
is an eloquent testimony to the 
pulling power of European compe- 
tition. The very least we should 


tional occasion should be preserved 
in a manner that underlines its 
scarcity rather than its super- 
abundance. The Five Nations' 
Championship has been part of the 
rugby calendar for almost 100 years, 
lb do away with it or to devalue it 
would be both a financial insanity 
and a major defeat for the growing 
but still measured popularity of the 


Rugby football should be in the trusteeship and 
affordable ownership of all committed people, in 
large and small clubs throughout the world 


have is a European Cup and that, as 
Bath showed in winning it last sea- 
son, can be an enormous attraction. 
Again, the financial results of such 
a tournament should be divided eq- 
uitably by the Unions among all 
those chibs who, by their excel- 
lence, make such a competition 
possible. 

< In the final analysis, rugby foot- 
ball is a game in which tiie interna- 


game. Rugby football is not soccer 
and should remind itself of this 
rather frequently. 

The flbrid Cup may surprise, and 
I believe that northern hemisphere 
rugby, inspired by the recent per- 
formances of England, Wales. 
France and Ireland against south- 
ern opposition, may provide the 
kernel of a number of upsets. And, 
if I may put iteuphemisticalfy as diet 


changes, so do disparities (fisappear, 
and my feelfog is that the World Cup 
in 1999 way see a more level play- 
ing field in this regard than before. 

So, in a nutshell what I am say- 
ing is that the International Rugby 
Board and the individual Unions 
must continue to be the centre- 
piece of a growing world game. 
Individuals and clubs bent upon 
their own (and in most cases very 
justifiable) ends, or television 
companies whose constant respon- 
sibility is the search for a wider 
audience, should not be the 
determinants for the future of this 
great game. 

I might arid in sayin g this that Hip 

IBB will have to be a lot more 
consumer-friendly in many of its 
activities to garner the democratic 
support needed from all world 
followers. The same is true of the 
separate Rugby Unions of the indi- 
vidual countries. They are (he 
servants of the spectator; the game 
and the player; mid. in being given 
the authority to run the game, 
need to be reminded constantly by 


the press and the media of their 
trusteeship. 

Golf, that most universal of 
games run by the Royal & Ancient 
club from St Andrews, and 
Wimbledon, the greatest of all 
tennis tournaments, demonstrate 
that an efficient and effective 
organisation does not need to be a 
major cost centre for the game. 

ff half of this is accomplished, then 
we would have a great Five Nations' 
Championship, a return to the 
vivacity and enjoyment that char- 
acterised the game at very level in 
the past and a very good World Cup 
at the end of this millennium ypar 
Cliff Morgan, that magical fly-half 
from Wales, once said that “rugby i 
football sweats the vice out of a man”, t 
Let’s hope that rimflar sentiment at > 
the corporate levelyiekfe a game that 
in its fixture promise matches its 
storied and glorious past 

Dr Tony OUeiSy is Chairman 
qf Independent Newspapers, 
which owns The Independent, 
and is a qualified solicitor 
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Hill still taking it on the chin 28 years later 


LET ME first say that Jimmy Hill 
deserves eternal credit for his key 
role in effecting the abolition of the 
maximum wage for professional 
footballers. 

Let me add that the enterprising 

style of management he displayed 
in taking Coventry City into the First 
Division in the late 1960s was a 
model for its times. 

Right Having got that out of the 
way, I feel free to... oh no I don't Not 
quite. 

Chin. I say this because tiie 
word is always mentioned in 
connection with Hill and even 
though I have no particular view 
on it I don’t want to miss out 
Chin. There you are. I've said it 

a gain 

So now - over the past 30 years, 
{fill’s comments about the game, 
first on ITV then BBC - have 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 


aggravated me beyond reason. Uke 
his fellow panellists Terry 
Venables and more recently Alan 
Hansen, I have found his dogged 
assertions hard to bean Like Aarfy 
in “Catch 22”, nothing can alter his 
benign certainty in his own 


ineffable wisdom. Shout at him, 
pound him with your flagging fists 
-itwotftdo anygood. 

And even that is not the thing I 
find most unforgiveable about 

■ Timm y Hill 

Excuse me a moment while I 
compose myself. 

Okay. It is 1971, and Arsenal 
under the guidance of their 
commanding officer; Bertie Mee, 
and barking sergeant major Don 
Howe, are closing on the first 
League and Cup double since 
Ibttenham’s a decade earlier 

In the run-up to the FA Cup final, 
HD! takes it upon himself to devise 
a new means of rallying the 
Highbuiysupporters.Asong. Why? 
Too late, the thought is thunk, and 
verses penned by the bearded bard 
- that dim does come in usefuL I 
have to say -appear in the papers 


as if they were a new poem by 
Ruflyarri Kipling 

“Good Old Arsenal, We ’re proud 
to say the name, While we sing this 
song well Win The Game.,.” to the 
tune of “Rule Britannia". 

There comes a point when words 
cannot support the weight of 
meaning invested in them... But 
let’s press on. 

I don't blame Hill for this. What 
am I saying? Of course 1 bloody 
blame him for it The song still 
infects my memory. But I can’t 
blame him entirely. 

I felt sure that every sensible 
Arsenal fan would make it their 
personal mission never to utter a 
syllable of this (fire ditty Sadfy I was 
mis taken 

Young minds were manipulated 
at a particularly vulnerable time 
of their season. Jimmy's awful big 


adventure into the world of 
terrace culture proved dismally 
successful 

What distressed me most about 
the exercise was its b la nd n ess , its 
plonking predictability It was a 
manufactured mess for the 
masses, missing (what a lot of m’s 
indignation provokes) the warp and 
weft (W boo! Gone all wfbbfywobbly 
now) of naturally-occurring 
terrace chants. 

Round about this time, the team 
I saw most of in real Hfe was our 
nearest League outfit; WhtfonL The 
season before Arsenal’s Double, the 
Second Division side had beaten 
Stoke City and then, famously, 
Liverpool en route to a 5-1 FA Cup 
semi-final defeat by Chelsea. 

A particular favourite Watford 
song of mine concerned their un- 
preffictaNe forward, Rodney Green. 


Tb the tune of “Quartermaster 
Stares”, we had: “He's up, he's down, 
he’s m the Rose and Crown, Rodney 
Green, Rodney Green.” There was, 
as ft happened, a Rose and Crown 
pub in nearby Cnndey Green. 

WeU, it worked for us. 

Then there was this offering, 
widely sung before a Cup mating 
with Manchester United: “We all 
agree. Slater fa better than Vhshin, 
Scullion fa better than Eusebio, 
United you’re in for a thrashing. . 

I made the mistake of watching the 

1971 FA Cup final on television 

with my friend Taffy Reynolds, an 
Arsenal supporter. Before the 
mate* locked off. I got a first hand 
glimpse of the damage Hill had 
wrought on impressionable youth 
when Taffy's younger brother. 


and with apparent satisfaction. 


After Charlie George’s extra- 
time goal had settled tiie whole 
shooting match in favour of the 
north Londoners. Taffy, flushed 
with success, bellowed the Hill 

anthem repeated^ in my face with 

only a faint sense of irony. 

At that point, I felt sure I would 
have been able to argue in any 
court, tiie song was a weapon, an 
instrument of abuse. 

“That's rubbish," I can imagine 
an insistent voice insisting. 
Doggedfy mati n g, with a fixed 

smil e, and a famtfy jutting you-know- 
what, until I’m properly told. 
“Rubbish. It’s just a piece of harm- 
less fun. Your prejudices are 
showing.” 

“Good Old Arsenal”, with new 
words from Jimmy Hill reached 
No 16 in tiie charts in the summer 
of 1971. God preserve us alL 
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^European Cup: Neglected Pool-Jones is primed to impress for French at Ravenhill today 


England 
exile has 
Paris at 

his feet 
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ERNEST HEMINGWAY’S evoca- 
tive celebration of Paris as a 
“moveable feast* dearly struck 
a chord with Richard Pool- 
Jones, who has been gorging 
himself silly on its splendours 
for three wonderfully stimu- 
lating years. Armed with an 
economics degree from 
Toulouse University and 
enough French to recognise his 
TYuffauts from his truffles. Eng- 
land’s most successful ex-pa! 
rugby nut finds himself in the 
middle of a personal belle 
epoch. He runs a printing busi- 
ness with a multi-million Euro 
turnover; he is in the process of 
moving into a flat in the swanky 
** seventh arrondissement - 
“Aim for the Eiffel Tower and 
you’ll be in the right neigh- 
bourhood” - and, most 
impressively of all, he has 
cemented his place in the 
strongest club side on the 
planet, which is more than can 
be said for half-a-dozen Test- 
playing Tricolores. 

And yet, the 29-year-old 
Stade Francais flanker remains 
unfulfilled. To the best of his 
knowledge, neither Clive Wood- 
ward nor anyone else from the 
England hierarchy has 
lvatched him play since he half 
Vfclled himself in the national 
cause in Rotorua almost seven 
months ago. “Out of sight out 
of mind,” he says sadly. “It 
seems to me that no matter 
what I do here in France, how- 
ever well I play, Tm seen as 
someone from a totally differ- 
ent world. Td love to have to 
another chance with England; 
in all modesty if Fm making the 
starting Ensphere, I’m play- 
ing as hear to . Test level as 
makestso diferetfce. For what-^ 
ever reason, though, yatfs nq|0; 
happening for me on the Eng- 
land front” 

It is, then, wholly under- 
standable that he should see 
this afternoon’s momentous 
European Cup semi-final with 
Ulster as an occasion shot 
through with personal signifi- 
cance. He does not for a rao- 
i/Tfcit expect any Twickenham 
big-wigs to be in attendance, but 
such is the excitement sur- 
rounding the match that every 
rugby man worth his salt will 
beg, borrow or steal a tape of 
proceedings at RavenhiiL The 
way Pool-Jones figures it, 
Betfast is the nearest he is like- 
ly to get to Wbodward's line of 
vision this side of the Wbrid Cup. 

On the face of it, his brief flur- 
ry of red rose activity last sum- 
mer was hardly an unmitigated 
success; after winning his first 
cap among the romper-suited 


By Chris hewett 

babes in arms humiliated 7C-0 
by Australia in Brisbane, he 
managed only a further 29 min- 
utes against the New Zealand 
Maoris before being invalided 
off the tour In reality, he was one 
of the few to emerge from that 
calamitous five- week balls- up 
with his reputation intact. If his 
defensive effort against the Wal- 
labies was inspired - an 
impression underlined by the 
fact that during his 14-minute 
visit to the blood-bin in the first 
half, England went from 0-6 to 
0-33 - his crimson-tinged assault 
on the Maoris was brave to the 
point of insanity; They did for 
him in the end. of course, but at 
least he went down fighting. 

Professionalism was confi- 
dently expected to put an end 
to off-the-wall iconoclasts like 
Pool-Jones. whose rugby wan- 
derings have taken him from 
England Under-18s and the 
Varsity Match to the blood- 
soaked bull ring of Stade 
Francis' Jean Bourn Stadium, 
via Biarritz, where he enjoyed 
the immeasurable privilege of 
playing in Serge Blanco’s last 
match, and Wasps, where he 
spent a dissolute few months 
nursing a knackered knee. 

Even now, embroiled as he 
is in the most competitive ploy- 
ing environment anywhere in 
the northern hemisphere, he 
manages to mix sport and busi- 
ness to the satisfaction of all 
concerned. What is more, he 
still gets out in the evening. 
“Only two or three times a 
week, mind you, but you can’t 
live like a monk.jn l^ris, can 
you?” hetpolhts’ out; entirely 1 
suppose,; 

the opportunity to five this sort 
of life four or five years from 
now, but 1 find it manageable. 

“I’m not a nine-to-five rugby 
sort and I don’t suppose I ever 
will be; the Stade Francais 
squad often trains at 10.30 in the 
morning and that gives me 
enough time to fit in a business 
meeting beforehand. The fact 
that the dub is so successful - 
we’ve had crowds of 20.000 this 
season - and that Tm out there 
playing has definitely opened a 
few doors in the business world. 
Fm looking to bring a few dub- 
mates into the company to help 
all the inter-connections con- 
tinue once I stop playing" 

Which will not be for some 
considerable time yet; Pool- 
Jones. who lost two complete 
seasons to iqjiny and to this day 
has played only 21 French 
league games in five years, 
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Richard Pool-Jones, the Stade Francais flanker. In action in one of his rare England appearances 


AUsport 


jfinds tbe Stade Francais buzz 
'gloriously addictive. 

Bankrolled by the Parisian 
£*£» mogul Max Guazzirh- and - 
positively smothered witfi Tfesf- 
dass talent, the club is among 
the sexiest sporting attractions 
anywhere in France - no mean 
achievement for a rugby outfit 
in the land of the football world 


Castres - most of us were rest- 
ing’ up for Ulster - and it 
induded Marc Iipvremont,.a 
Grand Sjamflaofcef last season, 
and the whole Simon-Moscato- 
Gimbert front row that every- 
one assumed was our number 
one unit at the start of the 
European Cup tournament. 
Franck Comba, another recent 


' The English boycott has denied me the 
opportunity of playing in the shop window 
against Neil Back or Richard Hill' 


champions. “It is,” agrees Pool- 
Jones, “an astonishing set-up. 
Sebastien Viars [the former 
France wing] said recently that 
it’s harder to get picked by 
Stade Francais than it is by 
France and, without being 
funny, 1 think he’s dead right. 

“Look at last weekend, for 
instance. We fielded what 
amounted to a second team at 


Test player; can't get in at cen- 
tre because CliffMytton is play- 
ing better rugby than anyone. 
That’s the measure of the stan- 
dard here. We even win away 
from home in the French cham- 
pionship, which is not really the 
traditional way of going about 
things in this country. 

“Still, all that will mean noth- 
ing if we get it wrong in Belfast 


If we were playing a top English 
side with a cup final place at 
stake, we could not conceivably 
be any more serious than we 
are about this game. Sure, Td 
have loved to have mixed it with 
the English in this year’s tour- 
nament; their boycott has prob- 
ably cost me personally in that 
it denied me the opportunity of 
playing in. the shop window 
against Neil Back or Richard 
HQL But Stade Fran pais are in 
the tournament and the Cup is 
there to be won. You're either 
European champions or you're 
not In five years' time, who will 
remember the boycott?" 

Not for tire first time, Pool- 
Jones will perform a fistful of 
roles this afternoon, acting not 
merely as open-side flanker 
but as go-between, negotiator, 
translator and apologist for his 
club-mates as they attempt to 
deal with a fired-up band of 
ultra-physical Ulstermen, a 
frenzied atmosphere and a ref- 
eree in the authoritarian shape 


of Scotland's own Jim Fleming, 

“Our discipline is the big 
factor; because we certainly 
have . the skills.. to win this 
match," he says. "Hie French 
are generally at a disadvantage 
in that they rarely, if even have 
the luxury of one of their own 
officials in a cross-border fix- 
ture. And let's be honest: 
British referees see French 
dub rugby in a very poor light 
and understandably so. It can 
still be very violent especially 
in the sticks. I think Til be 
fairly busy out there on the 
pitch, one way or another." 

Whether Pool-Jones exe- 
cutes his many responsibili- 
ties with sufficient pizzazz to 
re-awaken Woodward's dor- 
mant interest is a seriously 
moot point Life has its little 
consolations, thoug h . As Hem- 
ingway said: “If you are lucky 
enough to have lived in Paris as 
a young man, then wherever 
you go for the rest of your life, 
it stays with you." 


Gallic goliaths await 
Humphreys’ Ulster 


Worcester prepare 
for a cold reception 


IT WOULD BE stretching a 
point to describe Ravenhill as 
an oasis of rugby sanity, espe- 
cially when 20,000 Ulstermen 
are preparing to give Stade 
Francos the mother and father 
of all ear-bashings in this 
afternoon’s perfectly poised 
European Cup semi-final, 
writes Chris HewetL But this 
much can safely be predicted: 
for 80 wind-swept minutes in 
Belfast, passion will temporar- 
ily replace politics as the com- 
mon currency of a game slowly 

sinking in a quicksand of greed, 

chicanery and naked self- 
interest. In short, it will be a 
Eight for sore eyes. 

The English dubs' boycott of 
this season's championship 
remains the most desperate of 
many tactical errors in their on- 
going conflict with rugby offi- 
cialdom, be it in the shape of the 
International Board, the Rugby 
fbotball Union or European 
Rugby Cup Ltd, those far from 
blameless administrators 
Whose fihamhnllc stewardship 
whe competition would be 
Ganri gji In make a parson 
swear. -If the Fn glish pulled 
out bn the basis that there 
could be no half-decent tour- 
nament without them, they 
were badly mistaken. Ulsten 
ironically reinforced by a bat- 


talion of Allied Dunbar Pre- 
miership refugees, have made 
a glorious scrap of the thing by 
dumping Toulouse on their 
well-appointed Gallic backsides 
en route to the last four. 

David Humphreys, the for- 
mer London Irish outside-half 
who has captained Ulster 
throughout their European ad- 
venture in the absence of Mark 
McCall is almost unnaturally 
modest in his assessment of his 
province’s timely renaissance 
as a major power in northern 
hemisphere rugby. “I think it’s 
too simplistic to put our im- 
provement down to the return 
of the Premiership contingent,” 
he insists. "The thing that has 
struck me most deeply this 
season is the performance of 
people like Gary LongweU, our 
lock, and Tony McWhirten our 
flanker, who have played all 
their senior rugby here." 

For all that, it is to 
Humphreys, Simon Mason, Jon 
Bdl and Allen Clarke that Ulster 
will look this afternoon, for no 
one co tnes within a bull s roar 
of beating Stade Francais, the 
overwhelming favourites, with- 
out maximising every ounce of 
available talent, experience 
and general know-how. 
play with all the Inshness 

associated with Ulster and, yes, 


HI put the ball in the air a few 
times, just to see how the 
French react,” conceded 
Humphreys, very much the 
form horse at No 10 as Ireland 
approach the Five Nations’ 
Championship. “But we know 
we'll need to offer more than 
that; we're taking a big step up 
the hill in playing this lot" 

This afternoon’s winners will 
face either Colomiers, last 
year’s European Conference 
champions, or Perpignan, the 
Basque side who boast Raphael 
Ibanez, the French national 
captain, at hooker and the bril- 
liant Thomas Uevremont at No 
8. The two meet in the suburbs 
of Tbulouse tomorrow, as do 
four other French sides in the 
semi-finals of the second-tier 
European Shield. Brive visit 
Bourgoin in the first match, 
with Montferrand hosting Nar- 
bonne in the second. 

Walsh Rugby Union officials 
are expected to confirm Pon- 
typridd and Llanelli as two of 
their four European Cup repre- 
sentatives next year, indeed, 
they plan to invest around 
£500,000 in eadi to help strength- 
en their squads. Rebel dubs 
Cardiff and Swansea would be 
the other choices, but both are 
still locked in their on-going dis- 
pute with the governing body. 


THE EXPANSE of mud norm- 
ally known as KIngshoUn is not 
everyone’s field of dreams, and 
if an 8.30 pitch inspection this 
morning passes it fit, it could 
well be the setting of a Tetley’s 
Bitter Cup nightmare for 
Second Division Worcester 

Les Cusworth, director of 
rugby at promotion hopefuls 
Worcester, said yesterday: 
“Historically Kingshotm is the 
one place you would choose not 
to play, m be pleased if we just 
give a good account ourselves.” 

Worcester have six former 
Gloucester players in their 
squad but they are unlikely to 
stop the Oieny and Whites, who 
have dub captain Dave Sims on 
the bench, from winning. 

There is unlikely to be the 
same confidence at Kingston 
Park where Newcastle take on 
the undisputed Cup kings, 
Bath, who have won the 
competition 10 times since 1984. 
Bath arrive in the North East 
on the back of a stirring 
midweek Premiership victory 
at Sale. Bath, whose Cup 
record reads 60 wins from 76 
matches, are unchanged. 

The other all-Premiership 
One tie pits Sale at home to 
Northampton, the side they 
lost to at Franklin's Gardens a 
week ago." “We are only four 


By David Llewellyn 

steps away from Twickenham," 
said coach John Mitchell, 
“which is a huge motivation.” 

Saints suffered a surprise 
home defeat to London Irish in 
midweek, costing them the 
outright leadership of the 
Premiership. “We’ve studied 
the video but we still can’t 
understand why we lost,” said 
their captain, Tim Rodber. 

League Two South leaders 
Esher took their players to the 
panto to watch a production of 
Jack and the Beanstalk this 
weds. The trip is uriEkety to help 
them much against Harlequins, 
who have won eight of their last 
nine Premiership matches. 

Sedgley Park iJewson 
League ’Rro North) will prefece 
their tie against Wasps with the 
official opening of their hospi- 
tality suites, fitness centre and 
refurbished dressing rooms, 
probably the only good thing to 
happen to them on the day. And 
it will be a similar story for 
Barking - Jeff Probyn and all 
-at Leicester. 

Tomorrow Kendal are at 
home to an injury-hit London 
Scottish, who are at tiie lower 
end of the First Division. And 
Henley, who are second in 
Jewson League One, will put up 


a fight when they visit Bedford, 
struggling on and off the field in 
the Premiership. Henley are in 
formidable form, having scored 
51 tries while conceding 17. 

Jewson One side Mariey host 
Saracens, who have made 
sweeping changes to the side 
which drew with Wasps in 
midweek. That includes giving 
a first-team debut to tight-head 
prop Jonathan Dawson, an Eng- 
land Under-21 international 

London Irish are without 
dynamic No 8 Isaac Feaunati 
and Peter Rogers, both suffer- 
ing from knee injuries, but they 
should still have few problems 
at Second Division Bristol and 
expect a similar story at 
Reading where Richmond tack- 
le Newbury of Jewson One. 

In Wales, Cardiff will be 
looking to avenge last month's 
defeat in the unofficial Anglo - 
Welsh match against Swansea 
when they entertain the All 
Whites at the Arms Park. 

Pontypridd have made a bid 
to bring Will Carling to Whies. 
The former England captain is 
being targeted Ity the 1997 Welsh 
champions with Eddie Jones, 
the club's manager, saying: "I 
have spoken to his agent and he 
told me that Will would look at 
the idea. We would have him 
here tomorrow if he said yes." 
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24/RACING 


Native looks powerful ally 


By Greg wood 


IT IS not often that anyone 
wishes for more rain in Ireland, 
but by this evening p unter s on 
both sides of the sea may be 
cursing the fact that an extra 
inch or two did not fell on Leop- 
ardstown this week. On Tues- 
day, the going on the hurdles 
course was heavy and the fore- 
cast poor; potting today’s Lad- 
broke Hurdle in doubt The 
rain did not materialise, thou gh, 
and 25 runners go to post for 
one of the most unpredictable 
emits in foe calendar. 





RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Call It A Day 
(Sandown 3.05) 

NB: Hit And Run 
(Sandown 12.55) 


Even by its standards, 
today’s Ladbroke is daunting. 
The ground is bottomless and 
the field handicapped to finish 
in a multiple dead-heat, while 
the tight inner hurdles course 
at Leopardstown will wreak its 
usual havoc on a tightly- 
bunched field which goes a 
strong pace all the way. 

None the less, most punters 
will dabble, and Advorat, the 
ante-post favourite, will reman 
a popular choice. Noel Meade’s 
principal hope from three run- 
ners has form in several top 
handicaps, including a fifth 
place in this race last year But 
he will need to have improved, 

and at niw, that iypms imKfcirty 

Im pulsi ve Dre am ig anAthw* 
leading fancy, but he too is old 
and exposed, and more appeal 
rests with Slaney Native (220). 
Jessica Harrington's runner 
was a solid third behind Joe 
Mac, the best two-mile novice 
in Ireland, last time out, and 
r uns off a fair handicap mark. 

With Haydock abandoned, 
the Cazalet/Mildmay Chase at 
Sandown is. the interest in 
Britain, as the Welsh National 
winner; Kendal Cavalier; at- 
tempts to confirm that form 







Ri char d Guest and Carley Lad part company at the second-last fence in the Ladbroke Handicap Chase at Towcester yesterday as the 
eventual third. Burnt Imp, gallops past. The race was won by Majors Legacy Julian Herbert! Allsport 


against Eudipe and Dom 
Samourai, who ran no race at 
Chepstow. That was an im- 
pressive performance by Ken- 
dal Cavalier; who carried 13 lb 
more than his true handicap 
weight but relished the deep 
ground and extended trip to 
outstay his rivals, marking him- 


self down as a contender for the 
Grand National in the process. 
The conditions today may not 
place such an emphasis on sta- 
mina, however; and while Glit- 
ter Isle (3.05) won only a 
two-horse race last time, he 
seemed back to his best and is 
weighted to go dose. 


Edmondson strikes again 


RICHARD EDMONDSON yesterday extended his lead at 
the top of the RatingBost table Ibr newspaper tipsters when 
Spa Hill won at 9-2. A £1 daily stake on Edmondson’s nap 
this jumps season has yielded a profit of £37.18. 


It is difficult to suggest any 
reason why Hidebound should 
not win die Tdworth (Novices’) 
Hurdle, a fact which will be re- 
flected in bis price, and Kn- 
rakka (2.00), too, is difficult to 
oppose. There is more to con- 
sider in the getting-out race, 
though, not least some of the 
splendid names of the runners, 
which indude Tellaporky, 
Royrace and I Do The Jokes. 

The most likely winner, 
though, is UPHAM LORD 
(nap 3.40), who found the 
ground too soft and the distance 
too far at Newbury last week. 
Today’s conditions are ideal. 


Huntingdon bows out 


LORD HUNTINGDON'S career 
as a trainer; which began in 
1976, is over The trainer who 
has been based at the West Ils- 
ley stables of the Queen, will not 
be renewing his licence next 

m onth had hnpwri hi sign off 

with Browning, who is now 
lame, m today’s Armagh Hand- 
icap at Lingfield. 

‘‘My first runner. Better 
Blessed, was a winner;” Hunt- 
ingdon said, “and my last two, 
Just Wiz at Southwell on Sat- 
urday ami Violet on Wednesday 


both won as wefl.rD have a sab- 
batical and see what happens." 

Huntingdon’s winners for 
the Queen included the Royal 
Hunt Cup with Cdour Sergeant 
in 1992 and the Ribblesdale 
Stakes and St Simon Stakes in 
1995 with Phantom Gold. He 
also saddled Indian Queen 
(1991) ami Drum Taps (1992 and 
1993) to win the Ascot Gold Cup. 
■ Heavy rain has caused the 
abandonment of today’s meet- 
ing at Haydock Park which was 
due to be televised by the BBC. 


Lingfield 


HYPERION 

12.50 Royal Roulette 1.20 Tribal Peace 1.55 
Catchthe batch 2L25 Dream On Me 3.00 Stero 
Heights 3.30 Sammy's Shuffle 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: SI - outside; remainder - toskfe 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low numbers best 14) » 71 

■ Equtrack surface; left-hand, sharp undUating course. 

■ Course is SE of town on B202& Ungfieid station (served by 
London, Victoria] adjoins coma. ADMISSION: One enclosure 
TO CAR PARK: Cteb E3; ramatodsr free. 

• FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS; G L Moore 83 wine from 627 rum 
(02%). R Harman 47-360 (QI%1 M Johnston 44-260 (68%). G 
Keflevray 41-286 (H3%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS A Ctarfc 72 wins from 578 rides (123%). 
J Weaver 68-307 (22.1%). S Sanders 65-563 (115%). R 
Cochrane 52-325 (16%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 685-2077 (335%) 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNN04S: Erfnvele (155) and Emw&l- 
geo (225)[have travelled 270 rrdes 

BUNKERED FIRST VMEi Otto framed, a00) Banbury (120) 


n eel TRACKS! DE CARVERY CLASSIFIED 
1,00 1 STAKES (F) £2,750 added 3YO 5f 

1 1* GRASSLANDS (18) (D) A taecortre B0 J Qatar 2 

2 004. CATCHTHB3ATCH (19) E Water B T1 SCwsan (7)4 

3 04002 ERMMLE (7) P Hariam 8 11 Mfebbudl 

4 44000 OH I SAY (84) (0) Mss G Kateway 8 8 P Frederic*! (7) 3 

BETTWG: 11-10 Eitaofe, 1M OeM) B-1 CtaMtaBtott. 12-1 Ob 
I Say 

FORM VERDICT 

Thb b My to mart* itself totoe duel betwawiGRASSLANDK 
and Ertrwjde. wilt preference tor the former who showed plan- 
ty at pace to make a ranting d e b ut ewer Ws ftp el Scuttwta and 
who is Roly to improve fcslher. 


WOLVERHAMPTON [M°] 


HYPERION 

7.00 Mukarrab 7.30 State Wind 8.00 Festive 
&30 Scarlett's Boy 9.00 Bonne VI] [e 930 
Pipe Music 


LONDONDERRY HANDICAP (cIaSS F) 
£2,750 added 3YO ffllies 71 I 


2401-1 DREAMONME(8) (CD) GLMoae9t) RBrbtand{7)2 

050- BOWL PREVIEW (201) M Bel 9 2 GFeutow{3)9 

23006- COMPTON AKXA (19) GABufer91 JQufcsil 

004- BSE COSMONAUT (2Z) A Nescorte 8 13 — S Drowns 11 

02004 rrSALLHAPPBMG (8) T J Na^Tfcn 8 C TSpnta12 

006- PRae SURPRISE (7S)C Dwyer at) W Ryan 3 

00004 fffiJOLE (4) P Ewns B 9 T G IfcLaotffc 6 B 

050- BnnujGEO(i6SP Hasten 87. MlMtons 

30000- 5nRVNE(lOS)R$fcerS6 SWMwcrtilO 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: 7) - outside; remainder - inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low best. 

■ Ffaaoand. left-hand, oval carte. 

■ Couse b N of tmvn on A44& Wotverharrpten station tor. 
ADMISSION: Club £15; tettersafis £8 (£2 oft tor CAP members 
of Diamond Club); Rest au ran t package prices £1750 to £3535 
indutSrrg course e ntrance and maaL CAR PARK: free. 

FIVE-YEAH STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: R Hoflktthead 55546 (Tl9%) M John- 
ston 44-234 fB6%) P Evans 40-376 (106%) N LRtmodan 38- 
328(12%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: S Sanders 43-STl (138%) Dean McK- 
eown 35289 (12.1%) J Weaver 34-200 (17%) D Holland 31- 
03 (233%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 456-1426 (32%) 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Stats Wind (vtaorod, 730) 


o rtf) CARRY ON PARTYING MAIDEN 
° ,WI J STAKES (CLASS D) £3,500 added 7f 

1 3003- BATTLE aS4(FH)(3^ A Satey^g- A Cute* 12 

2 2022- DRYAD [24) (BF) NL£moden4 9 a TG McLaoghSn2 

3 QE505- SANTOfffi (IS) S rtencri 4 9 T RSmBi(7)5 

4 02W5 WAITING namrp4)M5S»tastey4 9 nJ>McCtte 11V 

5 ROOD- MFTMG (47) B Uri&icr 4 3fi VKaMbylO 

6 0- BROKERQADpqT3B*nn287 0PMri7 

7 05- HRAGQO (55) H Lfarson 3 B 7 C Uttar 1 

8 5- ELEANOR RIGHT (74) V Jdrsrr 3 82 J terming 3 

9 *- FSnVE(48)WKa5zs382 J1kta« 

B 0D- OZZE(22)UKteng3B2 fi Pries 9 

11 34- ReflX7A(tO)Ortwdi4=nes3B2 FNcstooB 

B 5 SUPOFTHE70NGUEI22)SCWE8*s382. JUnl 

- UdKtnd- 

BETTWG: 11-4 Fsattve, 94 Dryad, Rendta, 51 Bsanor Rigby. B-1 Sfip 
ofThe Tongue, 10-1 WMlng KnigM, Onto, 12-1 ottisis 

FORM VERDICT 

res nVE stored da E nrtep o n b ear her debut and I ns faff n b ma J- 
ly on a per with arythng ebe 3 b best of the ethers can nustar 
here with Ihc protebSty cf improvement to come She is Bib ftp- 
las winner: wrtfi Wafting Knight the best atematwe 


B 00400- TARAfllQ) Klwvy82 CCatftip)* 


19 *501 FERMANAGH AMATEURS H’CAP 
- w (CLASS E) £3,500 added 2m 

1 05321- ROYAL ROULETTE (IQ (CD) MssBSmderaS H 7 

_Um L TTTmn pg 2 

2 4415 PARADE NAVY (S4) (CD) (ffi^CE^rtontJn 3 

’. Ur ABradby (5)9B 

3 500351 BIUYNOONSHINEJIO) GLMoas7 t)fl Jlrlllongsn(3)4 

4 M040-- MAJORS LAW (Jl^RSnpson to toe-JtaLVUtan (1)8 

5 SQfDO- BAYIHIOU(J>2)LOKe6to1 Hr H Ain 0)3 

8 6000tYNOR7HBWYlLlAGEfrBS)LOMtt8C_JlrGAIee(7)7 
7 00(05 INN ON 1>E PARK (19) SDow4B« Mr H Quest (5) 6 

6 2665 NOSEY NATIVE (47) J fans 6 9 to JksLPfeKsS 

9 00614- SWECTSBeMTA(2flSCVW6ns493._»JCro«»toy1 

-9 declared - 

BETTWQ:2-1 fteadba Navy; 5-1 RoyteRotaetts, 5* Nosey Native, 11-2 
Swot Sweatee. 7-1 BBy Moonshine, 12-1 Major's Lea; 151 EfeYia- 
Hou.25-1 others 


n 5060- PHYL0Z2D (18) P Bans 8 1 JtafiiDoyerS 

12 64056 SOUfOS SWST (7) D Stan 7 to GBsnfNel7 

-12 (teetered - 

ASnlmwn Ta 70b True tendcq) wmgta: Sournte Ami 7W 9ft. 
BETTML 2-1 Drews On Mo, 13-2 Itsbtappanta^ 7-1 Stwvfrie, 6-1 Corap- 
ton AfelB, Bebe Coamofteot, RkhSe, 1 o-l Snoade SwesL 12-1 aOwis 


LATE FESTIVE RJN HANDICAP (CLASS 
F) £3,000 added 5f 


FORM VERDICT 

AUnu^i she has to oonesds ksnps of wsiglit al round t» hat- 
trick seddng DREAM ON ME. aS toeks the one to bate tram her 
good daw. One or two ol har rivals couU do better now Urey are 
handcapped (fair oftfwmlwe had Just the toree neossstsyruw 
to quelly) whh Babe Cosdwnaut the Holy danger. 


FORM VERDICT 

Thb can go to PARADISE NAVY, who is sti better heated on 
UN then grass and has prowd a good ride tor an amateur n Die 
pad.AUhou^idGappdmngbst6ne;henowmeot3ihenme^ 
<4> Royal Routene m 171) better tenre as a lesib of #» fcp wel^ts 
easy with another modest contest here bst week. 


1 on I DOWN CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) 
I- " — £3,500 added 1m 2f 


1 COOO- FUWG EAGLE (J7) (D) R Snpaon B97 ^Drawne2 

2 OTB&- S»Y(NTHV(1^(BF) AT MupryQQ7 JR Sbotiotaw (^10 

3 4403 FUME TOWS! RR Hamm 4 92 PDo«*(7}3 

4 6065 SAM) CAY pi) (CO) ttto G Keteway 591^8 Whtererti 12 

5 OOWO- BANBURY (name Dwyer 58 B J Gotebed (7) 13 E 

6 0303- JAVA SHMNE (98) (CO) P Eccbs 8 8 12 NFo8wri(3)1B 

7 00500 1EOF8JO (7) A Ifcftae 5 8 9 TSpraka9 

8 40005 TRBAL PEACE (19) (CU)B Gutty 78 9 

9 00435 LAITOKSSE pS) JfUs4 88 A CM 14 


{O nnl UNGRELD LOYALTY CARDS MAIDEN 
\ZZZZJ STAKES (D) £5,000 added 1m 5# 

1 LUCKY TOUCH (J<7) W Mui 605 ltartlnDwyw4 

2 4- ROYALALBI (19B) 0 Ifensg Sndfa5 9S DwreOYteBa 

3 44353 SUCH BCJUUBSBWWssG K ate*^ 6 95 -»Ry*i 2 

4 0505 OTTO (112) KMcAi#fte490 ACuBwneSV 

5 ODW3 fWSBWWEp) C Aten 890 NCwfeteSH 

6 (064- ST5TO HBQHTS (11) D Cospne 4 9 0 U%fabu07 

7 S456TCFTHE WL£(FR) (432) PCob*39 Cfteiterl 

-7decteced- 

BETTING: M Stero Hslgbte, 52 Such BoOnei 5-1 SpH Ofllte We, 
51 Royte ABri, 251 Lucky Touch, 33-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Thb may be best bit to STERO HBQKTS. who b 8ie pick on 
turf Item aid wi be el the better ter Ns HttaJ acperience of tfe 
surtece lost week. Sodi Boldness has the beet farm here to Ns 
name ea has to be teared. wtte Ihs l£y«yraced Roysl Am most 
htereathg of the rem ainde r 


1 9W-1 UUURRAB (USA) (7) (Q 0 Chapmwi S «7._ A COtan 3 

2 30560- reATTCRSIDNE LANE (34) (CO) Mb L SUM 8 to 0 

MWghsrna 

3 23354- RnA*S ROCK APE (29) R Brathenui 4 9 to U Norton 5 

4 03030- MBS BANANAS (21) (D)CKeleC4 99 O McGrffc (7) 9 

5 22D64- TWBrSSUfWaSE(la)<DJJB*»g590J&laMKtaUB 
8 30403- SOTOMAH(HOL) (14) (CO) P Frigate 68 13 -SMgtttn (7)8 

7 50045 BAaA8UA(n)BR9»g4 88 GFtadner(3)7 

8 03004-GENGlALEQUAT10N(18)(CO)JBtetogBe8JI(Mte2B 

9 00042- MARY HANNAH (14) A Semre 8 6 _A Pots (5)1 

« 00005 N0aEMTRI0T{14JRHa(naneed4aa TMteatt 

h 00005 BICTONRARKp2)KC0m(rtrt586 JBoJtey{7)12 

« 0056 DVCE(5)(CO) JBaUhg5B2 LChemocklOB 

0 00045 RENNYHOLME (154) (CO) K R)Ol B 8 2 I.J>ftseey4 

- 13 dectared - 

BETTING: 7-2 Sotuntaa. 51 llary Hannah, 51 HukBrrebj7-1 fadher- 
steneLane, NoUePHrtoL51 Uab Rock Ape, Tinker^ Surprise, 151 


o OQI DONT STOP DANCING HANDICAP 

u.uwj <CLASS D) £4>750 3 yo 7f 

1 an- SCARLETTS BOY (14) (Q N UttnaSm 9 7 _T G UdAghbi 1 

2 304-5 POLLY MILLS(2) P Es.'Bns 86 CCogen(7)SV 

3 22M- HYING OFHCS1 (21) (BF) &M Prescott 9 5 CMSter2 

4 65251 PALACE C2BEEM (7) 0 Ospman B 8 ACNhwa4 

5 30001- WEETUTHEHE (24) (CO) RHo&shead B4.PM Qttsi (7)3 

-Sdectersd- 

BETT1NG: 13-8 Hying Offlcsr. 74 ftofly MBs, Palace Green. 51 Scar- 
btTs Boy; 11-2 west U Thera 

FORM VERDICT 

POLLY MELS has shaped as if lbs extra fcrfong wi sut her and, 
tafrfyvw^ned on har best farm, has said prospects n e trappy , 
Me race Ai of Ihe atbas hare chances too: Hying Officer may 
bebastoltoem. < 


FORM VERDICT 

MUKARRAB has been i?ped tlbfarhbbatwbtedwiththe 
second and 8W whnera akeady sinca a sosabte h^e doeerrt 
lock as punNtve as it irtjfrt hare been He may wel be-ip e wto- 
ntegagan I 


ARMAGH HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3^00 
added im 4 f 


1) 54405 KffiB«A«p3)B Meehan 4 87 JtPartwnBB 


11 00505 GRSI JACKET (21) R OStAnn 487 PDoe(5)4B 

to 6065 STAR MANAQBt (USA) p8) R^lcsr 96 6....S Canon (7)5 
to (X«>onmaRIBt(|)(C)PPiidytoB3.JteaniteSwrian11V 

14 505(5 ABLE LASS (18^ RArmstRtegS7 to FNor&»7 

-14 declared - 

BETTING: 52 La lyonesae, 51 Hying Eagle, 11-2 Jare Stains, Hfcei 
Ptea, 7-1 Swat Cay, 51 Ftaa Tteieei Barbiay, TaoOo. Oobernren, 15 


FORM VERDICT 

SweralcHhesa are proven meter toe concW ma and Java Shrine 
can prove Ihe pick of than\ ahead of THbal Peace. Send Cay 
and La Lyonasae. However. FLYING EAGLE can beat them al 
R he tabes to flw svtace and that ttence b warm ttedngk He hss 
a ngh cruiang apead. a key iioerfant b many alw e c tt w r per- 
tormere aid Rod Sknpson has hb harass in fine term. 


1 2303 DKXTURPW (USA) (19) (C) S Smart 5 T)0_P Dohbi (7)8 

2 4360- FGDS OF OMAGH (J37) (BF) I Saidhg 4 9 O..S Mdsarfa 1 

3 am- GAEBLAGQNZAGA(33)^RCowMS9B.-AQtaB4 

4 238CE- GSBKBOY(J«2JGMcQxn597 R Stottahne (9 8 

5 2106 WAAS?(B) (CI^ Use G Kfliewsy 8 9 5 -P Frederick* (7) 7 E 

8 060D1- VUTARB3(J22)GLMoara4 94 F Norton 30 

7 0816 SAMMYS SHUFFLE (B) (O (B=) R RoMr 4 B 3 Qufawi 3 B 

8 80056 JUy WOO (8) P Haywad 5 7 tl P Doe [5)2 

-Sdacterad- 

MMaumawbttTSMOb True hantSap wwijrr Jfy Woo Ta 
BETTING: 3-2 Sanmyb Shuffle. 8-2 Helds (M Omagh, WaaaaL 51 te- 
ttaBa Gonzafw, M Yaptewd, 1« Gw Bee Bay; M Tbpta, BO-1 

jnywao 


1 7 on I CWSTMASRXSTCLASSFEDCLAWWG 
LI- -J STAKES (10 £2,750 3YO 1m If 79yds 

1 30854 PERCHAHCSt |Q P Hasten 9 7 OMeGtoon2 

2 00544 UUnACALM(3)PHattm97 LCteraoc*5 

3 00053 STAT E W6ID P) N Uttnodwi Bit TGUcLaughbn V 

4 0366 LOST SPIRIT (7) PhfettBB-. ^ngMon(7)3 

6 0054 LAKENBnA»M^Ts*ns83 GBwdweB4 

-5 declared- j 

BETTWG: 136 mthancec 52 Stale Mid. 51 Late Mabw. 1« lltea 
Can. Lost SpH 

FORM VERDICT j 

A sekr in al tut name and wtei dattb about the curate fcam 
ol mob erf lie tuners, not a race to appraatt wfth any axtodence 
ULTRA CALM looks the Safest wterm; haring rui respectably 
ki better conpeny on Wfedneedsy 


0 nnl HOLD THE CRACKERS SELLING 

1 I STAKES (CLASS G) E2/J00 added 1m4f 

1 2TC5 BAMEHET (14) (CO BP) Wss S When 8 0 3_S Whtworth 6 

2 26302- BAPSF0fl](t4)fC)M VtorigS 93 R Price 7 

3 2361-5 BONNE V1LL£(7) (CO) (8F) MssSWh3n5B3-.TSprafca2 

4 €6054 CLASSK COLOURS (USA) (3) GYwdsy 693. -VStttary 4 1 

5 2U305 PORMSUaE FLAME (J30)pf5G Ham 693 JCMm5 

8 MONASABAHUBARAKA(J10)ABannr593~.HP«tttn8 

7 00050 DAN2KFUfBI(7)B8au^l48a AQAanal , 

8 04445 OUJBBUNG (J136) KCcrrKrtanJ 58 to — P Bradley (7) 3 V 

-Bdectarad- 

BET7TNG: 7-4 Dapat oi d . 13-6 Bemend, 2-1 Bonne Vtoe. 151 Fonafcte- 
bte Rarae. 251 Classic Cotoura, Qdbbftng, 351 oOmti 

FORM VERDICT 

CWy three of these have ever won a race and they are ihe ones 
to concentrate on Bonne VBIe b toe weakest of the Ihree and 
thou^i Bapsford s the pick on hb Ns best nm. he b not one 
to frust irrpIdtlyL As suefv the may be dear far BAIMERET. 
who has a acrid dance on Ns best tam. In any case 


FORM VERDICT 

Agood ofportmty far SAMMY’S SHUFFLE to raco? tastweekb 
losses in fr*s snaler Bekl Aitnugh sawningly too taicafrdy rld- 
dea he s0 had Waasal and JBy Wbo a long way b srraara and 
a npRxfucrion ol that tom* raid sfl mala fen die one to bare 
UabaSa Gonzaga may prow hb mate rival 


■ Norman Wflliamson partnered a 48'A-i dou- 
ble at Towcester yesterday on Annie Buckers 
and Back On The Lash, and tben came unstuck 
on three odds-on shots. Boots Madden, Good- 
wood Cavalier and No Quarter 


[9 on) MORE MAGIC HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
l~— - J £4,000 added 2 m 46yds 

1 2DQ21- NOUFAfS p8) (C) (D) R HctettaadS 80 PM Otter (7)4 

2 22331- GREENSFANfU7)(QMtoSMlan795 ^TSprtta2 

3 04205 SUDEST(£1)IBaUngSB8 SW*«Wtfr5 

4 5B41-4 MKTTAS STAR (5) (C) H Brittain 08 3.— ^G Piiitovl l 

5 3313-2 PB>E MUSK (to P Hasten 4 80 LCh am ocfca V 

-Sdacbrad- 

BETTING: 2-1 Pipe Uuetc, 5-2 Noufarl, 3-1 Mttafa Star, 51 GrMMpan, 


FORM VERDICT 

Pm MUSIC has only ana win to Ns name from 8 stars but b 
■he pick of the wa^a s on Ns upoe d bst-bneout rut wdian 
stepped ip to fata Mp far the bstUrna and looks the one to bote. 
NoutertbnaxbesL 


TOWCESTER 

Going: Heavy (Soft pacha s chose couse) 
1260: pm Scondtiorta Being Heap hutfe) 
1. SIMPLY Danny O'SuUven 51 


2. Weather Wise J Powe r 7-2 lav 

3. Btemora PHnee»s sDwwdc4-i 

Also ran: 51 Admiral's Guest. 51 Ac to 


(4th). 151 Stawart Legnv 25-1 ledgS* 
Cterka (Sth), 251 Crazy Horse Dancer, Just 
A Roads, 33-1 Ceannam 


VTHE INDEPENDENT 


RAGNG SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


LIVE COWMEN 

rAFUES 

ffiSUU 

SANDOWN 


wt 

WARWICK 

973 

n? 

UNGRBD 

974 

984 

WOtVERHTONW 

975 

985 


I AU-COUR5B RE5U0S 

1 0891 261 970 

Qfeobl(»W«"fe»«-U3.Ud.5 a 4wig|Qliri 


11 ran. 7a. 7*. 27, dsL (Msa Z Davbon. 
Wbkfeghern). Har 2730; KSa £1Ba E«a 
DF: Ctl7U CSF: E2183. Tricoat E7BC77. 
TTw winner was btwght kitarSiMOgrb 
1JO: ? 2 m 6t mares ravtaa chase) 

1. ANNIE BUCKERS _N Wraantaon 52 

2. Stator Gate G F Ryan 9-4 (1 fav 

3. S a na a of Value S Dureck 151 

Abo rue 54 pbwCh Dura (puded 1^.152 
Pfag F» Ftaaa 14-1 lienftei S-1 GU Betsy 
7 ran. 27, (fisL (KBteby, Upper Lomboun). 
TSata: 2420; E2.KX EL70. OF: SBriO CSF: 
raca NR: Andrina. 

ISO: gtm novice hunH) 

1. BACK ON THE LASH_N Wlwnann 51 

2. Lordbenriebouftent P Hide 52 

3. Stem’s Threw A Maguire 52 lev 

Atoo ran: 51 A-El-Cee, 4-1 Dark Romance 
(Sth). 12-1 Camtex Capers (4th). 451 Rou 
Non 551 Hertraf Was. T And Orange. 

9 ran. a 6. a dtat (Mss Vsnetta WSams, 
Heretord) Ibto: ES70: ElflO, C14Q. £160. DF: 

, EMAO C^; *34046. 

! 220: (2m Bf handicap chaw) 

1. MAJORS LEGACY _A| A Fitzgerald 51 

2. BotS* Uodden-N VWSamtson 1511 tev 

3. Burnt Imp R Garrttty 51 

Aloo m 51 G>en Cova, 51 Cariey Lad. 
5 ran. 11, 2- (H Dafyi Ludcw) Tote: 0470; 

Pisa eua df: E42q csf ; saaa. wt 

CcvBritefe Lane. 


2-B0: fZm 4yo hudte) 

1. DMOWSKI T Jonka 5-2 

2. Bow Bob J QoMstein 151 

3. El Fuorta R Wldgor 151 

Also ran: 4-5 lev Goodwood Covafler 
(unseated ridarf. 51 Magnt Moment 
(4th). 251 Ruby Boar. 

6 ran. 2a 6. 28. (N IWbtUi-Davien CheL 
tenham). TkOK £330; E16Q £230. DF: 
EK2a CSF: £2573. 


330: (2m 110yds handtoop chase) 

1. BEATSON— B Pow e ll 9-4 lev 

2. Cool Spot R Thornton 11-4 

& Mr Befanglas D QaJUghw 13-2 

Ateo ran: 4-1 MachaH (4th), 51 Jotet 

Ouxire 5 ran. Si 27. a (R Buddat, BridporfL 

IMa: £280; £220 BUHL OF: &45Q CSF: 
C775 NR: Beyond Ou Rastt. I* Jervis. 


320: (2m 1*1 flat race) 

1. ABALVINO R Qwritty 7-2 

2. Brockton (Sen B Powefl 51 

3. WoMngtsn M A RtogaraSd 14-1 

Abo ran: D-TI tor No Qartar (putted up), 
11-2 Bafynabragget (4th), 19-1 Atto, 33-1 
MoByca r rafc ra k fco t (6th). VAridsgrtt (Bth). 
8 ran. 26, Zh, 2. dsL 5 (P Webber. Ban- 
buy). Tote; £460; £120 £170. £220. OF: 
£1340. 

Piece pot £2750 Quadpot £a«l 
Place 6: TO9B- PLkq S: CQ96. 


LUDLOW 
Gotog: Good m Soft 

l-OO: 1. MTTHAK [R Johnson) 11-4 tan 2. 
Country Krb 151: 3. StonnhM Stag 51 
17 ran. a nk. p 7«chobon. 'temple Otit- 
ktal Uila: £430; £230. £630 £140 DF: 
£6270. CSF: £4232. NR: Southemdown. 
120: 1. SUPREME CHARM (A P McCoy) 
4-6 tac 2. Strain Conte 7-2; a Htear 51 
9 ran. 5 1Y*. (K Bafey Upper LentoounL 
Tirie: £150; £140 £L20 £130 DF: £211 
CSF: £315 NR: The Bfe Yin 
ZOO: 1. WB5H MOUNTAIN (Mr ft For- 
rbtal) 54 tar; 2 . Gtva And IMra 51; 3. 

Camara Crait n-2 1 1ran. 1 'A, u (K Mo^ 
gen, Melton Mowbray). Tbta: £250: £130 
£210 E1SI DF: TO7U CSF: £707. 

230: 1. DARK STRANGER (A P McCoy) 
51 : 2. Sootfi Vfest Eapreaa 551 ; 3. Wren 
WtaWer 251 12 ran. 52 tev Clod Hopper 
(4th). 0 a (M Rp» Wte*ng»n) Tbto: BiDO: 
EtBO 0*00 ESSO DF: £12450 CSF: £T24JV 
Tricast £227020 NR: Burfegton Sam, 
Hope Thatti Storm Hger. VBong Rad. 
3J»1. NOSY l«ei(R Johnson) 52 fw; 
2. Caiflngfaid Gale 52: 3. Moortend 
KgWIyer 251 11 ran. 0* PNtoftoteon. 
Tempb Gudng) Tbta: £370; £130 £280 
£450 DF: £K90 CSF: TOtK Tricaet 
£20388. Tritecte: £2®80 ML AmericanvaL 
Oistincbva Pan yuan. 


200 : 1 . PICKET PIECE (R Johnson) 151; 
2- BHQ9» Item 51 ; a Rafatf 151 14 ran. 

(pNfcfwtan Terrafe Gutting) Tbta: 
£1350; £450 £280 £350 DF: £2BB0 CSF: 
ESUATricaat £580.70 
50ft 1. SANDY DUFF (J Cbbome) 52: 2. 
Waty Ana2-1 tar. 3. water Stratford 7-2. 
14 ran. a 1'A (P Webber, Banbuy) Tbta: 
£330: £140 £230 £170 DF: r«f« CSF: 
pride 

Jackpot £ 2 /oaoa 

Ptacepoc £3040 Ouadpoe £1770 

Place ft £6O0a Ptaoa 5: renra 


SOUTHWELL 

Gotog: Standard 


12A« 1. TURRfLL HOUSE (J Ottto) 51; 
2- Partampa Mission 13-8 tar; 3. Maftun 
5T 10 ran. Va. 2. (W Musson) TMk £370; 
£150 £120 £330 DF: fn»in CSF: £15.10 
THcasc £7404. 

I.W. 1. PALAIS)) to) 511 tar; 2. Tr^- 
te Dancer 51: 3. Zola 7-2. 9 m. I'A. »/-. 
(J L Harris) TbtE £170; Elm £140 5M5Q 
DF; cun CSF: fgaa 
1-40: 1. SUE ME (P Qarfrs) 52: 2. Tttjtei 
Hero 51: a Polar Mtat O-a 10 ran. «-B 
tar Bton Ledger (4|h). ’A. nk (D f8chofc) 
Tbtft £320; £130 £230 £240 DF: £2080 
CSF: £2250 


2.10: 1. TOM TUN fT Wltona) tt-1; 2. 
MaOa 14-1; 3. John Bowdler Music 52 
tar. 13 ran. 17.. nk. (Mbs J Grain) tela: 
£1340; £300 £340 £120. DF: ESSlO CSF: 
EB6J53. Tricaot £00258. 88L Ockar. 

040: 1. WEETMAITS WBGH (A CLAiona) 
4-1 p tar; 2- Sss te Mate W-i : a Live Pro- 
ject 51. 10 ran. 4-1 jt tar General Ktata 
(Sth). 2. ’h. (R Hofeisheed) Tote: £450; 
£170 £*« tiaa DF: £4050 CSF: £5752. 
THcest £25892. Kit Jttea Jewel 
3.10: 1. CYRO (P Doe) 11-8: 2. Shdton Gal 
51 : a E 6 Peart 351 6 ran. 54 tar Sound* 
Soto (Sth). Th, nk. (D Mcngib) tela: 
nsn- £120 rest* DF: £530 CSF: £930 
Winner bcurfit to tor 5400 guineas. 

34ft 1. SPA LANE (J Quinn) 9-2; 2. 
Coleridge 51 ; 3. Mudtaric 14-1 10 ran. 4-1 
tar Capper Shef (5th). 2,3 (Mrs S Loim- 
manl. tela: £5.10; £110 £350 £S2Q OF: 
£2510 CSF; £2fi4Q Tricast: OUST. 
Placepoc EH7XXX Quadpot: £1070 
Place ft £6091 Place 9: £3802. 


■ Richard Johnson, who starts 
a 14-day whip ban next week, 
rode a 144-1 treble aboard 
Mithak, Noisy Miner and Pick- 
et Piece for his boss David 
Nicholson at Ludlow yesterday. 
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1 FOPARPSTOW N 


1^5 Lord Heavens 


HYPERION 

2^0 Sgwa-ld 


'S-A— *• 

feSSgSaw-- 

m FAVOURITES: 125389 P4J%). ■ 1 1 — - 


m t>v 

..... for 


■J'jirnrsii * : 4< . 


rn45)^^»« maaw 

Penalty Value £22,750 . . ‘ 

2 KAWrP) 

3 _ — 

, «n “T 

= — -s5f3S&ilS»3«BT«S!- 

• — ^saasassajs^;,^;. 

7 P3PF6 nnma>UJUirB5)TO(lju«ltaM^*yP*^^* 1, ^ |l, W 

« ' - SSssss‘ n -' mmi ^' 

9 650= LOffP HEAVBB (35) (BF) (FWW .— JMp* 

V 463M0 N«WESDaLISC13)(D)(T»beny ITCUb*vaV6 ; “• 


. 1 • T - 4 
•• " t ;n — 


t 


11 636460 DAUB? (M) TPtenyB 

Q«f WB Hm htiap a armfCL gtm# cop 

« »« “ 
• — m, ^SiPJSSSSSS!SS^-- r — 

14 064Q5 fWUNm^a3)(C)(D)WPV«bWDrt^ 

stuns, pbrnp 

-UiMtod- _ 

HETTOIG: 7-2 BytaBO 51 Wyide Hkk. 51 ILmJH"™; I®**- 

tS-1 Qbbt ladBounriwood, 1 51 Ojriiw; 7M The Wppw: 1 VI 
G9B:UnakCholM W0FJRood51 (FFto0d)8ran 

FORM GUIDE ■. 

Bobbyjcr Had three run befbre his tengifr«oond , 

mi y— nr Hud fancy againat thb rival on 91b bniw and no snow balilna 
Cafevi Wld hara over Christmas . 

JSS Speedy: Hopoteae tatt against taperial ai and DorawRndotentochetecjw 

rfterhisa>Sf<«m hudte 3rd to Jet^ Tbbs. Winner over fences tare end nay «n- 
pnMd^iriy altar missing eS of last seaMn . . .. 

Wykle Hide: laves testing ground and stayed on » firatfi 5tetf h 2nd to 05 . 
tog WH hera but tima wdh seven of todayb riwte behind. Prawxraly twice ttebnl 
bottar fmcied ataDternate Rytuno - i 

Ryhana: Progrewdva and Ma^^eet Tonfe Tp at Wexlord OW Mi Hde e n d 
Mowed up by 5 lengths from The Quads at Novan w«h five of theaa oppowds 

bshtod. Leadng chance of notching the hat-trick . 

Glebe UK* Vital at Nbbs and on this course tt months aoo (Mw1arhvi)«nd • 

reverts to chasing after a spe8 over hurttas. TVrica a winner to heavy grouid 

HoOybank Bade Rattled otffounbw last season vrtwnbaattog Mss DbUnM - 
Ryhano aff P u n dn atown Rrai we< wtth dalmar when a 6-tengtfi 3rd to Rytimc at . 
Navan h Noverrtoer and enjoy* 5 Ij p«A with Norman WWameon bockad. Seme 
darner aboard since so can tourove on blast nth to Cafng WH 
Go Go Gallant: PUbd up behind flytwie on reappearance and brie chance today 
ten Tbe Nipper: Wb« beaten 8ft to CaingWW hera bat tfrnewdh Wyide f*H 
Unas Otoica and Rouidwood to fruit of him. Lucky winner at Rbryh nmc teat te a - 
son but excetont 3rd to tene For A Fton In FWdy Pow« Chase here 
Lord Heavens: Frat-tence talar when tauourito In Cork hortdfeap after niMoenins - 
(won in heavy gpound at Umendc, anBfl. Could improve wnh Ruby VMM bookad 
Native Status: One pro from two out after bating fox out whan 4th. beaten B 
lengths, to Ryhana at Navan to November. 8t> better off hera but ran bad* be- 
l*xl CaBng wad here last bme 

Oalder: Has wen in testing ground and gets 9to (xd for 9-bngto beating by Ry- 
hane at Navan Bth to CaSng VWd hare sinca 

Una’s Cholca: Stayed di to testing pound to beat Bobbylo ki the raoa test year 
and 9b bettor with tbs rival Ftoe chance of repeat rfter the blest 3rd to CaEng 
Widhera 

Gentle Buck: Heavy ground LmericKwtoner test season but pu qr form thte term 
Itouvlwood: Far effort here bet One when a toaylng-on S4h to Cuing Wkl Pre- 
vtouely 3rd to Nuzum Road Makers at Fbiryftousa. Acts wal to teslng ground 

VBVHCE As with test yearls race planty fee up after contes&ng toe Paddy flow* 
Chase tare HOLLYBANK BUCK was only nth that day but he can do batito lor 
2iaridhgarNomwiWaamsan.andRytanewasaneofhbvictimswhanhasGorad • 
at Punchestown test season Ryfnne hes stoca raveraad Ihe frxm on emiar tertns 
and wfl again ba a hardy rival being fresh, white Una’s Choica tended the race 
m sente ctridtions 12 months ego 




XPjGbubB 


— PCHourign 
RPMdMyP) 


lo onl LADBROKE HANDICAP HURDLE |:!:7aZI/Jl 
l£^rJ (Grade 1) £75,000 added 2m Penalty 1X0101 
Value £48,975 N 

1 2S3C POLAR PROSPECT (21) (D)(BIYta4P Mods (GQ 6 KG GETbraey 

/BdAarnaatfgrMncfvncntt ’ 

2 5605 ARCHVE FOOTAGE (2^ (D) pr Uchasi W ShuiQ D Wdd 7 11 8 DTGWnsB 

yekfemieltitoepeiM^yBtarc^rqaliiwnr •• ■ 

3 5222-1 AaVDCKr(Z7)fa9(f^TS»eetRacngSYnQNMndBB115 PCwbtty 

mB&dgzen&yekH/quBiimd, e n & M S b o nt yak* anrla. toped cap 

i TO(B @B)0SA(t3)(iq (Mis T Hyde) J Hastate IIS FMBpry 

yeton. ttacXush, tefasdeap 

5 1-3X2 SHANTM6M(11)(C£9(MsG0mGho^SDcrahoe5115-: XPjGwHB 

pr*. pay sauna, gray cap, pktistr r : 

8 5MS BLACK QUEEN (T^(C}(D) (Hare PotoiabrJJKMjf 8 11 3 PGHoarfpn 

flMgnan.tqafetaeanbActe? . 

7 404053 GAZALAM(11) (D) (Mas H Shah) P Brady 7n 3 — i-J^_BPMdMy P) 

htorfr, ntrirpHy hbrlr rap, wTilw . 

8 5F5C3 NSY WN (28) (D) (lar. K I Stewart] S Goftge (G6} 8 tl 3_ ' _FJRood 

matxn tato cross offarralne and iwM;mMb cap, narundaonntf ' 

9 13633 FBWiJOaLA(21)® (CABatai)NlteJB7112 ^JFTItey 

wfife royal blue xtos. total MuBsksHoe. qaa—dap 

1) 22514 SAOHTS ffiMM (28) (D) (Bf)[BD Racing PHttta (GB)6112 BGPOWM 

nqaf bfae ate hMb (hafredL stoat myoldfaeraora; nd anrfvtetort!e*cb> 

d 105-4 ARCTIC WEA1H3I (8) (EDtRtiwdBama^MJOBrbn fin 0 PLIWone 

f&t blue, bmwi steslghfbte cap drum star 

« 57642 UPLAjaVEISLEAH (12) (CL1) (Sett LfcpgEOQoidy 8110 NUmtenOR 

dtagteart gey dBronrttttoofa on sbarat. prey cap ntatgaenater 

O 4Q2Q00 KHAIRA8AR(12) (□) (Jrin PttAtere^ CFtecriaS H 0 KVAettn 

mnoMffeen & amge Hooped, nhto cap 

« 31-322 SAWUDptJ) (D)(BF) (HcrSardiLaaxn)M.JOBieri8 CO TPAstd 

tetare radcroB (VfarrahB A aheies, quateedCRB 

O 2FH22 RALETTE(Z7)(D)(B^fl^den9rncfcataWPLWns7tlO RWrifh 

eMarajWbteierwMnadttedabHiSobi -j 

« -0341 GAN SARU (F8Z) (D) (Jttn Joscfh Hynri) P Rym 6 1) D JRBany B 

deritUiu,ed3BepBMPe.stt)Bd t 3 am 8cap ( 

17 5lEi QffiMraCHS^pS^IAMHaTa^AkUtaiwaTnB^JteJIlUfeMan 
%phfbije./woori4eBna.qrar»edcap \ 

e 22356 REGSCYRAKEp6q(D)(MrsJJMcttttgafOALT»toOB7n9 .COItayer 

roytt Na etas ctaran S cheroa on abate* nhte rap 

6 OOBt IIYKDN GOLD (35) (D) (Festhol SyndcUs) Yf P Mtae 6 13 7 OJCeeey 

yela*' Stack tnosx jeBaw cap 

20 21-POO P0#iYXATWE (8^ (CD) (Frarit Coney) ALT Moore 7«7 TPTraacy 

■hfe nsWOfae eta, queued cep 

» 5103 SLAHEY HATWE(l4)(0)(DaflrlHLli^9rfiVk3 JHantogoiBD* 3 JEaratttf 

ameraU p part ante ttemontfunfe rap; aomUgmendemnd 

22 2B3221 US TI ME FOR A WW (28) (0) (John Katiy) WPlktaa7nO Q Cotter 

omestf p&njed cross ofbngineMen &ajBd£Dtojed caaonen mote- 

23 05606 NOAVAILfl^ IQ (QMMs PLUM PUA bBBG DNcCufagfrft} 

ttrifflray* hMb strips* amga cap. 

31 56081 V7YO (12) (CO) fJchn PMdfenu^ CfbchafiS 3 CFSata 

eonato^BBnAawgehoqoadiiMBcm i 

29 522T1 KAMACTHY (Q P) (H A Ctepbel) 0 Hughs 7 8 C KAKtfy ! 

ttyd Mo tad teacw A cfemra on jfeemsi md cap 

-2Sdactend- _ 

Mhtnu meel^£9at12fa. Two imacapimlgttKBnactsy 9350). 

K.I iUIG; 51 Advoce t, 8-1 jmp jtetve Drami. &-1 Shnwy Nadve. 1Z-1 Regency Hake, Saw-Id. 
Vta, 14-1 ttto Sam, Generoea. Mytan Gold. 151 SaJeria Baata. 251 oftora 
S98: aaprtc Equafeer 6 U 0 C ODwyer 5 J fav (A L T litoore) 20 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Poter Prospect Wfcm HO Hude winner from Serenus (won stooe) and One aid 
toPaalngs over trip too ter at UtftMter (2m40. Big wefgM to defy but race tent 

^f? !!?J ; i? < ^ l ^- B f > ^ dB ^ c * c ,Q UMnat Qalwa^andSa»va4dabo8iFttvhou8e 
endTtaon May struggte wtth the weight to the unuttabte aound 

J. G ? aphi ^ E q uafea * In the race larst year end bier 2nd 

wha n beat tog Potato on reappaarme al Thuriea File chance taurenkjenewal 
^nuo^.-De^rtrx’yicc (throe wins) and both tuts this termovwteirSS- 
on the Fbt so may find 2m hare loo sharp 

*****}***' ** Christmas on flrateiartfer over 

^rwtotta Heta by Blatt Queen on Galway rurtng and mey And lyomd too 

F^^,? u ** r,: . nr * ahad f llu, tfY t obeMTl^ariandShantar1niatGalwavto J^v 
tett held o ne taeew fann b y SaraMd and ImpUaive Dream 

n ^"OPandnoweetonebatta 
Paw on da sharp couea 

taw irac^mfliBble 3rd to Bfectuat and Zarateska at Doncaster ten tinw Mate 
wtaoon taster ground but best House Of Dreams in the soft to Wetherby Very 

I nyutel ve Praam: Acts wea to the mud and latest wE ,5^? rmri 
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Solid evidence puts 
case for Advocat 

The former top jump jock ey 
Steve Smith Eccles analyses 
today’s Ladbroke Hurdle 
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j Polar Prospect: No horse 
I has carried more than list 
; 8lb to win this race so he faces 
a huge task off list 121b. 
Archive Fbotage: No worth- 
while form this season. 
Advocat: Solid form behind 
Blowing Wind at Cheltenham 
and BeUator at Aintree, 
Generosa: Drop back to two 
miles will not suit this stayer 
Shantarini: Second to the 
mighty Istabraq last time but 
the form looks flattering. 
Black Queen: Beaten by sev- 
eral of today’s rivals and un- 
likely to reverse the form. 
Gazalani: No possible 
chance on current form. 
New Inn: First runner in Ire- 
land for Steve GoQings but this 
will be no fairy tale. 

Fishin Joel la: Placed at two 
and a half miles on last two 
runs but may be outpaced. 
Sadler’s Realm: Second- 
string for Philip Hobbs. Looks 
up against iL 

Arctic Weather Past it at the 
age of 10. 

Impulsive Dream: Subject of 
an ante-post gamble, he beat 
Advocat at Leopardstown 
last March and money talks. 
Khairaban No worthwhile 
form in past four runs. 
Sawa-ld: Game little horse 
with too much on his plate. 


Paieltc; Soundly beaten by 
Advocat last time and little 
chance of reversing form. 
Gan-Saru: Won at Pun- 
chestown last time and has 
each-way claims. 

Daraheen Chief; Outsider 
who will do well to figure. 
Regency Rake: Could lack fit- 
ness after a six-month break. 
Mykon Gold: Backed from 
25-1 to 16-1 this week and 
could get into the frame. 
Penny Native: Has no worth- 
while recent form. 

Slaney Native: Relishes soft 
ground and should go well. 
Its Time For A Win: Will not 
do as his name suggests. 

No Avail: Appropriately 
named. 

Vivo: With Charlie Swan on 
board, he has to be respect- 
ed. but looks out of his class. 
Kamactay: On a hat-trick 
but will struggle to lower the 
colours of some better rivals. 


Conclusion: ADVOCAT has 
rock-solid credentials and 
should not be inconvenienced 
by the heavy ground. Impul- 
sive Dream commands re- 
spect after ante-post support 
while the lightweights Mykon 
Gold and Slaney Native could 
fight for the minor placings. 


SANDOWN 


HYPERION 

12.55 NORSK! LAD (nap) 2.30 Hidebound 

1.25 Hurricane Lamp 3.05 Flaked Oats 

2.00 Kurakka 3.40 Royrace 


reel FAIRLAWNE HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 4YO 
" JJ I 2m 110yds Penalty Value £3,550 

toe WT WCSUKP5 (29) (CO) (BF) (G Scarian & Use J Kity M Rpe J1 7. .A P McCoy 

1 NORSK! LAD (8) (Eifek MflsrO) P Nctafis Tl 4 JTinard 

«T BOBORANT £3(0} (Baser Metes n 4 SOunek 

AYEM (FW7) (Cota Cotn yte eden ) C Wwdon tt 0 ^Rlhorm 

2 mCROWU.(FBJ(ima^y*s^NHBrx*>OT7JD UARtzgecaM 

D0IGTS DT3R (FH) (FZ7B) iJAa A J Doras) PR WW4XC 11 0 AUa^ira 

0 JAM0RMDMICSt(t2)i¥OBarti4U Bats ISO .URKhsrte 

Bf nmBWT»MpBJW[imDU5^N1i««3brvOa«sflO CLiawatyn 

6230 SHEHGANZAR (B) (Ancny Sc&cnou) O Siawood T1 0 JOdaneB 

1 ’ TtNOED WITH GOLD (F133) (lOcn In Ubs ftutimW Uss H Ki»grt Tr 0. J CuBoiy 

0 U KMAOCIsqdKPackagngSipFiesUtS JJerkrs no BFMon 


BETTING: 1M M And Rw. M NonU lAd. B-1 Rabonrt, Blw Royii, 20-1 SheigafCK Ttagsd 
Wtti Gold, 25-1 Ayanv Doiga Oot Knorin Hem RxUnpfrm. 3M U 1C kbgie 
1898 CrtyHaiA n OR Itamkn 7-4 fa* (1*3 V Wwfl n ran 

FORM GUIDE 

HU And Rua BcfcJ bwt-fumor vxho )^tos wei Wmer m Newton Attxa, Sed^fiekl 
Chetertiam and Sandown 2Y, lengths second toTbm PBddngmn at Cftettrtani tamt 
aood to soft] represents leadng Juvante tann 
jfiorald Lad: Proffesavo stayer on FtaL So« 62000 pineas. eas«y beat LaMah 
fn, a dbtonca n TO-nmner race « Exeter (&nll heauy) on (mpresswe tvdng tfetkit 
' Faster grart nere probafafy nea ideaUsut locska Bp prospect 
Roborant 7 tangtossectwl to Oangeras Aecadare at ftwmel b^nre MMng OutKMbeut 
2 lengths ar Ungfnid. boto 2m on nawy. Samahna to Snd 
Ayanu Modest maiden at up to vn on Ftat in ttatanct sold n 3000 gwwas 
Bkw Royab Had two ons on Fla n Franoe. Second ei hwtSa race et Enghan 
Doigto ITOr: By Sangtomore. »n2t wnner on FJat to French Prowncas 
Jamorta Dancer: Fair 9t wmer on Fla (acts on soft] before add 22000 guneos M-l 
lad long «wy wtwn iwibaaon last et B firtshere at Kampton (2m. soft) 

Redemption: WtoK 9- 1. led 2 out unti tea when BTh lengths sixth rt W (Sherganzar 
n second) at Newbury (an. g»d to so«l Baaten long wy « rteys *a» 
aw pa r Btrtere appBed since debut but land Mtta when '/-length second e 
trateide at Nswbiry ttvd start and ran poorty on latest 

Tfctged mh GoW: Fte*ed Krts getong- n winner n Frencn Prouinces tea year 
U K Mantes Fair m«ddl»<*stance maxton on Ftet tar Ja* Bartws. 33-t end beaten tong 
Hey on htadfcig debut at Jfempton |2n\ good » «*t) n Ocfctoer 
VERDICT! On farm evidence from the side at the Charnel, ttas is between HU AND 
RUN end Nereid Lad. Formertywn Uak Prescott Norcta Lad^ cwW^ tartBy^ haw made 

a better impresson on his f»st run tar toe Pad Mchois stable a Eiatere#* days ajyi 

He cot M go oft a a dtorl pnea however, and Hit And ftxt wl present a stem test. 


PTorI MAY BURTON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £12,000 
l,<go l added 2m Penalty Value £8,036 


1 0336R ORROf»L(FR)P8)W(BF)(DAJdreonlMPpe8BO. -^PlIeCreB 

2 C-562 STORMY R*SSftOC frmiM P_ Hctts 9 * * r r ^ .-B P w? 00 * 

3 OWTI GfSBf GRffii DESSH(FR)(C){C8 WsATndowRPNetxisBtoO. - JTtaari 

4 301-26 HURfBCANE LAMP (48) (CO) i&MsFClAMeh)DNdtebon8S0— . .R Tborrton 

5 PW>30 CVBORG OE SAUFM (FRJ (29) (MmLCIJiftoJIdsLTaytarBtIO ..JRKanmf* 

-SdedMd- 

Mfumm wa&t tOs L True h&xScap wogtt&- Qoen Green Oasarr 9s> 13®. ftarnonaiamp 43 t2B. 
CMwg Oa BaeuM 99 tub. 

KniNOr 1 M awn Dasait. 2-t Stormy Paanga. 1-2 Or RoyaL W Mndeana Lamp. 12-1 

Cyborg Be R aau W 

M. Morale Forte B to 3 B Rows# w W Adam 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Or Royal: Ttented but unenttesaste; worst rfaptay whe n refcang m oc a at ad on 
blest aooearanca Never-dangerous sixth to urect Rmne hare wnepeiora 
Stormy Passage: Brefce blood vessel once test term Umaced over 2m tar two yEBm 

Has foixxlBttte on several octataona over 2m*i. as whe n txo vxiw in Tnpteprtnt Gold 

Ox) at Cheltenham in December. Below form on luary gong test wne 

tteen Gr^ ftwert Used to find Mte M wererrtlyaretormrt^ra» to W 

stable. Successful « good styte «er tte trp *®t two starts in smaasn aeids et uw- 
artoam (ton Fkxhcano Lamp) and NevdMry footfl 
HurdcaraLamp: Haa yet n E“S£Tt 

kxinet 2 ta Nrtw h« than on ho fir« two tfarts ttes tenruamon 7 tenths second to 

Green Green Desert at Cheftenham te 

Cyborg de BeauW: formerly 3 gwd 

tte off s&tty hl^«r mariffi than this « W three hanefcap runs In mtar 
VERDICT! Mona of these fore can be reied on GREEN GREE N DESERT w on wl 
ii two oettv uncorrntttwe races and the may not UKe wu eh wts anfl etttar. He tot 
gats thewteL wtS^^PasaaBean intere^B i contender «*opP«l ^ and Hu£ 

i1c*ie Lamp a fcvo danger rf he c»r sort cxn tvs Fmp»>g 


1989 90 91 92 93 94 95 90 97 90 


Fata of the favourites: FIJI G.1A 5 S A J 

Mnnur's placo in batting: 3 C _ 1_ 0 1 A 0 0A 1 

ftsUngylBw: __ _ >!__&■! t^4_«^l ev_ A 11-2 for A 3-1 

Wlnnors’ weights: «U iQ5 nn HO 101 A 113 09 A l£hO 

Winners’ agoe: B a 9 W 0 A a 10 A 8 

Profit or loss to Cl eloko: FavoudtM +COSO Second Favourttcs C 10 O 
PorcoMoge of winnera piacod lot, 2nd or 3rd In Iasi race: 75A 
Shone*: .priced winner flushfoti W4d (1933) evens 

LongosJ-prtcorJ trlimor^Cm The, Iwoi ifWT) n^1 

Top tretnoR No tr liner has «on itvo race more man once <n me post to years 
Top Jochey; A MoguaO - Oh Thu Two! (1992). Sparer Fiasft {13661 
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GOING: Chase course - Sait (Good to Soft m places]: Hurdtes course - Soft 

■ RtgM-hand course; seven testing fences along bock strtegne nxvai of 300yds 
MB Course a on A307. 4m S at Kn^ton. Esher station (sennee from London. Waterloo) 
ict^oms course Check bredwe tor al pnce& ADMISSION: CU> £17. Jurtor Club (17 - 

2iyrs] £14: (bandstand & Paddock £12: Park endosue tt CAR PARK: Free parking 
avalabte 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: D Nicholson ®-33 (204%). J Old 17-50 (34%L N Henderson 
14-92 (162%). P Hobbs tJ-49 (265%). J GttfOrd 12-118 (02%). P NlchollS 11-34 (32 4%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dumroody 29- R9 (244%). A P McCoy IB-91 (193%) A 
Maguire 17-84 (202%). J Osborne 15-77 (S5V), U A Fitzgerald 14-108 (13%V 

■ FAVOURITES: H5-335 (343%; 

BUNKBTED FIRST TIME: TsHsportcy (vtsored. 340k 


\n nnl PUNTERS CLUB NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) WSKM 
^‘ uv l £6,000 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £4^41 131 

1 65T1U aXWTRY8EAUp)(C)(BF)(tosJJ^opaiWKig7nl? _ . .APMcCdy 

fob »«, *r*i«p eendanM 

2 533-n KURAXKA(Z1)(MrsUCS«e«ey)JGrtrt6n C RDumnady 

•mse. ion dcr. horped cap 

3 4&-1P ACT M 7BXE (10) (D) (Ur. G C Lfcferrcrj T Geogo T n 4 . TJ«*s 

Oat*, gaen hoops (*c* «ee«s. red cap 

4 02144 NORMANIA (NZ) (38) (D) (Coktotxw (tog Ud) Mss S Edwards 7 H 4 . .LAxpafl 

dtvk t*e wd »4ite anpo* aftse siaevos. d»* bto amfee 

5 50-03 MAKOUNJ (FR) pi] (Robm ltel^-Cdienj N Henderson 5 02 .. M A Fitzgerald 

tVTsvo. orange obews. OMrared «p 
-5 declared - 

BETTING: evens Kinkka. 2-1 Country Baou, 4-1 Wakounfi. 14-1 Act In Tima. 20-1 Norreante 
*96 Cytor Malta 5 n 1 A P UcCoy M ter (M ftpet G ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Cowtry Beau: Sman over hwt>e& Won in good styia ai Tauton (2m31 good) on chas- 
rg debut 3-1 co-tevnxita n the Grade ? event at Ascot won by IGrakka but txiseai- 
ed at the nrth when travefeng wel 

Kurakka: Strappmg chase sort Beal CoSer Bay on chase debut at ibneoster pm) 
7-2. jumped very wel to beat Strang Paiacfei O longihc at Ascot I2m3t agavi good to 
Gobi blowing month. Looks dearly the one to beat 

Act In Tone: Returned wtlh 3-length wn over Mouse Brt a Chettenham (2m5t good 
d soft), making at Looked to have potential but poor effort last One 
Normania: Modest trader. SxrAar form when G'/* lengths ttwd of kxx to Native Charm 
on dosaig debut al Pkxnp»n (2m2t good to soft) Strff task 
Makounfk Wry good form over hixdos »i France Edgy and sweating when imI -beat- 
en tfwzJ to smart Tbto Toscato a Ascot over hurdtes on Bntsh debut 
VERDICT The strapping KURAKKA pul up such an reaxip iahed performance to 
win at Ascot th& he cannot be opposed Cowttry Beau k cenarty a danger, howev- 
er, as ha waa capable oUtHa sort ol toon wertxxifcs. Makotaiji was a talented «*■ 
vtdual in Franca but is best washed after he debut net at Ascot 


0 on I TOLWORTH HURDLE (Grade 1) (CLASS A) UmFM 

£25,000 2m 110yds Penalty Value £15,700 Kttfl 

1 1-2Q2 BEAU (11) (0) (BF) IMrs S Tbrttto) N TwijvQanes 6 tl 7 CUawetyn 

grey red stoeres. obt* and red chart cap 

2 23 JFfl* EL0«S(FH)(12)(BF)(DAJ*rson»MPpe7n7 A P UcCoy B 

rofit blue, emerald <yeen sterera wMa cap vnaraU green spec 

3 GREAT CRUSADER (F1204) (Ms Baibara Hogan) R Rone 7 T1 7 PWtte 

mawe Mbw sta nwxe sberes: jefcxv *»s and m on cap 

4 1-11 WD6B0UND(21)P)(WVBMR.E flottos) N Herdanoi 7 R 7 MARtzgerekJ 

oanga. bfact epau&a. Me* art conge sftpad stoes, btackon oreigato 

5 43-30 JUNGU (14) (D) (BF) (Ms P 5ortre1 P P WebbB 6 H 7 JOatxxne 

amaretf pw aa "«4 b eptess an/ cap 

6 1 BBfflAJAN pi) (D) (The Bdrapn PanrwO^t H Da^i 4 10 9. RDwreoody 

joIcm: pupte and tetow saywd stenra 
-Bdedwed- 

KT7WG: 4-11 Hidebound. 7-1 Bahrejan, 9-1 Beau, JUngC. 20-1 Boots, 33-f Gtrat Qioader 
®98 Frendi Holy 7 it 7 A Ttantw 4-1 (F ttxiby) 8 rai 

FORM GUIDE 

Beau: Won comtanably a Newton Abbot (2m H sob) in December Second since to 
Al Gong (a setoto conpanton at Mdebouto) a Chertenhnm and tonoco a Haydoek. 
May do batter n tma, but wi probably hwe to sente tor a ptxe here 
Ekxito; Winner over fences n France in 99& Favotxaa on flret run for two years tad 
was pUted ip (beater 5 out) mer 2m4f at Chepstow on British debut 
Great Cnudar UssfiS stayer at best on RaL HwtRng datxit after huge tey-oft 
tfidabound: Unbemen and ImpreBsivo in CheManham tamper and nonce hurdtes al 
Newbvy end Ascot (2m, soft), malong al to beat Renzo by 17 lengths Iasi ana Scopey 
sort with bags at potertsd Wl be very haid to beat 

Jung lb 8-13 and won by o dtetarce at Uttoneter (2m. heavy) n December. Made most 
when head second to Grecian Dan at Kempton (2m soft) Prameng 
Behnfarn Ctesso-bred but we* beaten an Flat in France 20-1 vary rrpresskre to wvt 
iB-ru-mer novice runBa a MterMck (2m soft) by M lengths tram Mas Fare 
VERDICT: n wfl be a srepisa tl HIDEBOiMO fate to take high rank among toes sea- 
sons novice tuders and he should take ttw en route Easy Warwick winner Behrs- 
Jart b the most teefy altemaBve winner, because Ihat nwft lower grade event so ctaarly 
Iteted to esta&ish any Imb to hfc aCAry 


lo nel ANTHONY MILDMAY, PETER CAZALET H’CAP V5XM 

CHASE (B) £30,000 3m 5f 110yds £19^94 Kfil 

1 303-34 EUOtPE (Ffl) (12) (D A Jdvaon) U Rpe 7 C 0 A P McCoy 

rmefobd arrteteMgaendtores. ahto am ernerete gran spos 

2 OP-tSP DON 8AIH0URAI (FR) 02) [B A KfoJtix*) H Pipe B B 0 C Maude B 

enwabgraan, sarin noopedsteeres and cop 

3 31-2P4 CALL IT A DAT (29) (CO) (Ure Jane Lane) D Ndxtecn 9 n C AMegtee 

royef Ota, red drewons: efttesleerea hire cap red hoops 

4 1P1-21 KENDAL CAVAUBI (12) (□) (Mthoei Mn^eld Dgby) N htaaLB 9 h 6 . BFratan 

p**. btact e#B«w end arnilas. quxared cap 

5 P3352 CALLiSOE BAT (21) (C) (R Itaters) 0 Stwvxjod t) 11 0. — JOMteme 

dBrt Mm. vnmU geai jars, dart tt» shores, darkbUe cap emsategaen star 

6 22051 GUTTER (14) (t*s Tlmahy PAhgten) J GJtart 8 to B PHdn 

obet cross bate, red cap^vAtaspoe 

7 33Hh BETTTS BOY (44) (T Bariield and W &own) KBatoyiOtoB. RDuovoody 

yeflaw tmm&Bto. veflewamtes 

8 1/1-3U FLAKED OATS WPF)f&«Kd He E8 W«eU)PMdicfc to 104 JTeard 

rojol bba and ante (genered). red wh and cap Mte steeME 

9 ZXF5 STAY WCXf (M2) (?1) (Mctnel BucMej) N Harxtesorj mo. MARQgareWB 

bta*or«fiifitefg*Bf6fl^sle^ 

-SdidMd* 

Mrewum wefa fr ittZ. True tvrxfcap w&gtt Stey Lucky ft? TOfo 

BETTING: 4-1 Cal K A Day; M Eudpe, Kendal CavsOte 5-1 FWwd Oats, 9-1 GW* t*M, 7-1 Betty's 
Boy. 11-1 Ctetooe Bay, 12-1 Don Samurai. M-1 Stay Lucky 
S98. rtm Of Praise 8 10 « J A McCarthy 3-1 tw (0 Sterwoodi H m 


SANDOWN 

2.00: This should be a match 
between KURAKKA and 
Country Beau, the latter a 
casualty when Kurakka was 
so impressive ar ascol 

OOQ 

2^0: Behrajan will attract 
support after a runaway tri- 
1 umpb on his British drtut. 
but that was at Warwick and 
1 hefacesabugelysti&rtask 
here against the unbeaten 
HIDEBOUND. A 17-length 
victoiy in a Grade 2 at Ascot 
last tune is easily the best 
form on offer and Hidebound 
still has plenty of potential 

□□□ 

3,05: In an open race, 
FLAKED OATS is unex- 
posed and can make the 
most of the weight he 
receives from his better- 
known rivals. He will have no 
difficulty with the ground 
and trip, conditions which 
will also however favour the 
Welsh National winner 
Kendal Cavalier. Below 
form so far this term. Call It 
A Day returns to the scene 
of his greatest triumph, in the 
Whitbread Gold Cup. 

□□□ 

3.4U: The bottom-weight 
ROYRACE should repre- 
sent good value on his best 
form, which was registered 
on his first two starts this 
season. You have to forgive 
one disappointing run since, 
but this second chance at 
further than 2m4f should suit 
him. Few of the remainder 
can be ruled out confidently, 
with Bowles Patrol twice a 
winner already this season, 
particularly likely to figure in 
the shake-up. 


HYPERIONS 
TV TIPS 


FORM GUIDE 

Eueflp*: fo «r y good form second to Teeton MU in toe Kemessy Gm3f) ana tounn 
to Kendal Cavakr m toe WrWi Nabenal (3mSA bath on soft ground 
Dam Samoml: Ran very **■ firs two suns to* term Back to be (rid treks sfonty 
away and taking no merest, when second (avoixtte n W MM» Nasanal 
Cab It A Day: Piomoxig return ham but puled up r the Hsnnessy and weD-baaten 
fourth » Tamarmto a Cheltenham Oraptoeo 3to. chances if Deck a bes 
Kendal Cavalier btoeh xnprovad to wo welsh National over MhpenaA groin! 
Eudpe B .’j lengths back r fourth 2b tvgher hem WB wr more staying races 
CatUsoe Bay. Good chance on tea seasons wrmng term but that was a: al around 
&n4L Uitected ovor tore ire> and re not the most obware slayer 
GBtter Isle: Twice good second oier 3mif laa term Probably back to tor form when 
beatng sole moi Menesorec 7< tengto a wncanton (3m if) two weeks ago 
Betty's Bay. Very bghtty raced Fret run tar 20 mo n t hs when wmng 9-runner race a 
Uttoxeter (2m7t. soft! by i\< lengths. 5b regner here Stxxdd stay me tip 
Flaked Oats: Won on soft al three complesd starts n 1S9&97 Eva run &nce when 
good toad a Ejoeter r\ December Lfoseored wnen tarounla nexi tme Slays very wel 
and looks are to be concerned n me frrash ri he gets round safely 
Stay Lucky: 4b out of the hanefcap proper. Another who a wry feisty raced t?V: 
lengths fifth ar Udwsar (3m heavy} when /umped dumsly tivouqmn 
VERDICT: Eufipo s 6b better off with KEM3AL CAVALIER tar hs ttV lengtos beat- 
ing lhavng been n dose contention 2 outl n toe Welsh Neoonal over tha mp G days 
ago: toe sound^umpng wmer looks sue to w*i more races off tha rvyw mark, and 
toe grand bmedrhstauar yesterday The ttter comment ato apples tcVArcarron 
scorer GBtter Isle. Say Lucky e std inexpesed and Cafl It A Day is only 4b hgner 
than whan (re won toe Whitbr ea d ouer this cotrse and distance n Apri 


jo Aril BILL REES NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE fan 
(D) £5,000 added 2m 6f Penally Value £3,794 Ml 

1 436-24 KBnF0RDTTNA(B)(BF)piBare)JWibsei1 to ' J Goldstein (5) 

(yewr, whte hoap, (noasdslaevei otarge cap 

2 V3S* UPHAM LORD (T) (The automaton P Hobbs 6 Tl 9 R Dumroody 

red n*pl bkje aars. hoooa) deMts and sar on raa 

3 03280 BESYNOWA(25) (UsSTtenDi) N Tmsxn-0aras7 it 9 .. — . CUeweByn 

gw red steaes Otedt and red deck cap 

4 23-C BOATER (23) Hks C LoZBj A T terphy 5 11 3_ A P McCoy 

ctrt geert triadt ssorns. dtacti steeras. dart green seams dart green ao. track dterocj 

5 S22FFJ SUPtlATlC (896) iPearStns) SHren Earte S) 1> 0 CMaod# 

pirpte yeacwsac oreriec and sar txr cte> 

6 IPT213 BOWLES PATROL (21) (IBs E»&sjj Upson 7 to O JSupple 

ouch, ted epariBB. nn*- atoes. red cap 

7 033? EZAMAK (21) (Tto West Lccknpe Partreshp] Mss H K tk^X 6 C 3 JCuBdty 

veto^mareon cross beta 

8 -5U3Q2 TELLAP0«CVpi)nha&fiPirtersQb|RSrnratetoB3 Mr J Own (7) V 

■nor. redandwttte choc* stoves and cap 

9 3500 Krai BO (38) (BSasO Ms L Hoards B WO MHtehreds 

dark bkre and wbte stopm^ue stems, ttebw cap 
O /OP-00 I DO THE JOKES pa) /Gfifo frswi) J Qflbrd 9 2) 0 LAspeS 

d 2 r* Uueandps* datmh. pi* deows 

11 56005 TACH0METB1 (23) iftchato Garrard) H Hone 5 DO. BFettoi 

m/wc*. ctanrabecftsviDns. cfwc i ted Mac and cap 

C PP-650 91 THE VAN (47) (UrsSotea Thomson Jones) Ms D Hare 7 1)0 AM^tsre 

green and pra stapes, pnk rap 

to tP!350 R0VRACE(49) (AnttevEraej V/Brcbafne7to0. R Massey 

eneiate geen arto icftte dstxrio artped derives, red s$> 

- 13 declared - 

Unmn wftgrt JOa True fanfcap »»s«5 : 1 Oo 77w Jcriso 9d 13b, Setonater S3 96. *i The fen 
ssrtoh,/b>«»s»,Ta 

BETTING: 4-1 Upbore lard. 9-2 BoMes PmnL 114 Karaard Tab. 6-1 Beefy Noo. Bostfc 7-1 Ezasak, 

10-1 TUteporky, 18-1 Royrace, 20-1 others 

to96- BoM Oaac5 9 3 8 Pwwl 7-1 g Mam) « rer 

FORM GUIDE 

Kenttord Tte* Conseaem eon. toough mafoen wrer rxxrflea Good eecond at Exeter 

on retuii before below form In very tesang ground there 2 weeks tasar 

Upturn Lonfc Good second « Tteoman Saior at VMncantan (2m6l good to soft) Locked 

very we* but below form In better race on soft at Nowbwy test Saturday 

Beefy Neva: Saner at anffltoantoeshoter tops he has encotntarecf test four starts 

Three of ha lost five appearances have non e th el e ss been tk sa ppor a ng 

Boater Steps up -4/ n trip and tar from certain to apgeetete a. Also looks to hare a 

saff task on what he has acteeved n res Ight luriBng career so tar 

SBpradc: \tey kghtty raced Placed tw«e over tha sort ol top two years ago Unraced 

since fater over fences in February 1997 when traned by Andy Tumei 

Bowles Patrol: Winner m Cartels (2m4f) and Rumpccn pm if) tha term on soft sur- 

tace Shootrg up toe wwghts but ran was ogam test time and shoud go dose 

Eaanak: Off course 21 months before pramsng sorth of 20 n good race a Vtfarweto 

I2m3l soft) Progress needed on frandcap deout but no protriema wrth 2m6f 

Telbpocty: Thud of B n tres race tt months ago off ifb legtwr mark. mak«g most 

on solt ground. Wel below form al 6 starts ante, in 3 over fences too tarn 

Keen Bid: Stayer on toe Flat and shexid stay this tap over hurdtes. Vlfeakened 3 out 

when wel beaten In 3m race at Ptanpton last month after long layoff 

I Do The Jokes: Has orty rented at abffity n tara nxts et arowf 2m. Bred to be rrush 

better sraed by ires son at tnn so may wel improve on handcap debut 

Tachometer Outsdffl- al starts so tar. showtrg modest abkty n Dumpers No solid 

tons over hurdtes, 277. lengths fifth of 7 finehers a Exeter (2m3t soft) 

In The ten: Has not recaptured res bumper form in four nxis over hurdtes and one 
over fences, none beyond 2m4t Tried bknkered latest outng 
Royrace: ftjrm chance an res thrd at Bangor and Wto ar Xmoestec baths around 
2rrv4t Poor tun. how o v o r at Antree on latest over 3m whch sfeGO have 3uted 
VERDICT: Plenty of these can be given a decant chance on tog pidc of toe* farm 
but only BOWLES PATROL looks soe to reproduce It Cteef among those who mpht 
be pwtared on ttnr best are TMsportcy and Royrace. Upham Lord and Ezarwk 
prttoabiy have the most pawneL 


WARWICK 


HYPERION 

1.05 New Bird 1.35 Mister Blake 2.10 Cheer- 
ful Aspect (nb) 2AO Moondlgua 3.15 Luke 
Warm 3J0 Nessun Doro 


e FLUSH (ffl) ffWJH (foe 07. TJHtopfiy 

13 5 NOUVEAU DCVAL (7^ M Rpe to 7._ R Greene 

-ISdedarod- 

BETTJW6HT New BW,M ftek 8-1 Fotbw Kriwes. Nouwra Cbevat, 
12-1 1 Wish You Love, 2(W1 Ctassfo taped. My LodUrrt, Tory Boy, 2S-1 
others 


GOING: Soft (Heavy m ptecwl 

■ LfifHKtod cotfsa ftp-in ofi MO 

■ CkJurae fe W of c«y on B 409 & Busts ftwilSSf to- 

■rick Ctei) end Leamington Spa 

TMtareato £» (cartFparryliig sM»f« 

irxter-tfia free); Came £5 CAR PARK: £S m nwmbeis. cemre 

of raurae tree. statTSTICS 

■ LEADING TRAWBS: M ^ 

23-ttB ei79bL Mrs J PtUm S-72 ** 

■ LEADING JOCIffiYS: A P McCoy 22-56 (3939^ R JohMOn 
to-78 (237%) N WWtamaon S-81 p20%). A Maguire vi-62 {225^1 

■ FAVOURITES: 153-403 {38%V 
: BUWCERED FIRST T1M& None 


FORM VERDICT 

Some HeresUng iBcnits dl tte Fbt bulthey wB bme to be 
above average to bcal NEW BIRD, who Impressed oj Kerrp- 
un and leeks a sman younpur 


'ihnEl LEASOWES HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 
ffl added 4YO 2m 


31 

A ALUBAD t»l P»^»7 e *-"rr 

„ ™ .rM-auum-nn puntovD'C — — - — — R rsnsrt 


* $ 

4 FSIHER lOTSUAS^P 'S 

i “■ sss?*' : 

J ” 


Ttocl WARWICKSHIRE AMATEURS H’CAP 
l ,ja l CHASE (CLASS E) £4,500 added 3m 2f 

1 <IFPJP FUUSYTHUTH (29) (CO) MWtetn to 120 . . Mr M Kerris (7) 

2 dto NMEOF(Um>GReaC)PflamiBllA-MiPJBnaefl 

3 MBR MBTBIBUKEpi)ro(BF)Rl«0«9- .»RMM 

4 C0«54 N0TABl£ EXCEPTVM (H9 R DUdn to tt 3. -UrJS*Hl(7) 

5 Ffr235 MGHHOODfQ TGacgaB DO — UrNFM»(7) 

6 1P3Z/B GB2ZUfBEARpi)®)RSWngB9«0.- JWSSUagep) 

-fidodared- 

Atnban ngnt 103. Tm hondfcapeebteH^ Mud 9d life GrtBtf 
Bear 9am 

BETTING: 11-8 Nleffif BJato, 3-1 Npna 01 Our Fattier. 0-1 Notable Ex- 
cepdMv 7-1 K^i Eltwd, 14-1 GrhUy Befc 29-1 FMesy Trulli 

FORM VERDICT 

MISTER BLAKE is very much toe one to bent now that he 
revere to 3m2l on soft (pound, toe commons whkto saw ton 
score #1 fpa style at Newton Abbot- Name Of Our Father s 
not a certain stayer, but FBnsy Truth and Gfbsfy Bear eauM 
be i nt e resting a bigger odds 


A SW? KSfl8HBMD(n)NGBS*e7TT4 — PMwi 

5 1H38 SAMUaVAlB1SPM(B7)(CQDffcftbcn7T14.RJotaan 

6 1H RC HONEST POACHER (679) H Daly 9 It 4. . -RFteOrt 

-ftdadmd- 

BETTWftH Qi»«fulA«dd,SHButlWMifspiR, lDtMO BartoiaBoy, 
5-1 Ctrttdtattto, 7*1 KMttah Banl, 10-1 1)* Honest Poaehar 

FORM VERDICT 

Samuel WUdempin was toe best ol these over hurdes but 
he made an numerous start to his chasing career here p 
November and ta passed over r f avow of chasing detxjtam 
CHEERFUL ASPECT. Henry Dalys gedrg had sots very 
usefti form in soft growd over hutfes and Bres to front-rui 
wfwh is always an asset In novice chases 


BOSWORTH NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 

£6,000 added 2m 4 f 110 yds 


1 RP-C3 BAHHALE BOV (2^ (BF) T Casey 7 Tl 4 WMnfen 

2 2W5d«miLASPECrW(CD)HCWy6li4 S Wynne 

3 3V>-FCWllSTD(UffiH(nQ^(S)JSMoore9n4~.ECMM 


9 401 WHITNASH HANDICAP HURDLE 
1-1 (CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 40-20 DEYlAMpS)(D}Dareati?n to. . . - T -G Braday 

2 FfPM- MOOMKSUA (315) MFfoa 7119 R Johnson 

3 2H-U2 KNOCK LEADS! (21) (D) 0 Shmwood 7 tl I'. JANcCnrtby 

4 22-P45 SHEPHERDS REST (21) 5 Mdor7 to 0 --CVtabb 

5 Z1-3T1 lfliaCALSUNG(3a)(D)PHobds6»o RWWgejp) 

G 5031 5HA9ANN (14 P Uophy 5 to 0 FIFnM 

7 04432 A8dSOrra.(FR)(40){D) GMcCor 8BC GEStAJi (5) V 

-Tdectersd- 

Unmummlgtt iQi 7«iW»Sapi*apt*WKrSaffl® lOto 
BETTING: S-IMuMcsiSfai^ 7-2 Stadlam. 4-1 KnoUkLeedW 8-1 Sllsp- 
herdt HoM, 6-1 MeenGgra, 8-1 AM Sm D, 14-1 Deyoriv 

FORM VERDICT 

Some potentially watt treated sons here but MUSICAL 
SUNG haa made a good ferpmskm over tnxdteo. de9prte tes 
lack of experience, and b preferred to ShacHami. who mlgm 
find he stamina attach ed over tofc sightly longer up n the 
company 


|o -fc! BEAR HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
IrilrJ £4«0 added 2m 41 110yds 

1 IttSF H£RHOR9£(10) (CO) MssAHOajpel ton l3_WUBntSD 

2 1-P441 ANOTHER DEADtT (3) (D) TCssay 12 11 7 Seri . T J Murahy 

3 6P08G fW7B)SBAnn«l W PBc * eflCfl S-- --PMm 

4 T31P2- UIKEWARMpOB)DGanddto9Tl3., GBraday 

5 -05622 JASOffSBOY(5)(DUM&tBtay9fflT1 R Johnson 

6 5314-6 OUR 1 HEAD (48) S Starwood 8 to Tl _ ._ DGMgtar 

7 31PTE liANAMQUR (25) R Lae E 06_ ..SDuract 

-7dsdatd- 

BEmMOe 1 V4 Jason's Boy. M LukaWten. 74 IMtere*. tMUMneuc 
7-1 AnoHter Daady, 10-1 Pwon Bsc 12-1 Cttrep Had 

FORM VERDICT 

AnotherDesdlyinakesBqiiekraappearanoaaffwhissuo- 
cesa at Ungfidd on Wfednesdsy but he was nM parteilaify 
Ihiant a Its lances dot day and wl need to janp bed ar H he 
19 to win ths better race under res 61b penalty Jason’s Boy 
b arasMK but fools hsndcapped to hs best aid tots s best 
teft to top-weght HERHORSE who goes wefi here and wffl 
teethe cytxnd 


| o cft l SHERSOURNE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 

1 4«1S KSSUND0R0(t)(CD)(BF)Slfekr7llto. C Webb 

2 Slft2C0UUHAn(32)(Q)(BF)tfaP9y6l15 _WM«Wi 

3 Z342PTBSUE0Fie3fl97)mJ*eftnt81l2 Gftadey 

4 6301ft TIC BHEWMA3TCH (24) (D) I Wllann 7 O 0_._R JobaNn 

5 14,14- EF»UttSro{38^(CD)(BF) JGtfanOOO. .iftradtB 

6 000-03 KWO*SCROS8(14)(D) AJWtajntotoO .SKefly(5) 

-Sdi ctared - 

Mnfnun aegfe fflS. 7ruo lorefcqp ovg ft Kao's Oois 9sJ SO. 
BETTHB 2-1 Noam DtxqMCouBard. 7-2 The Drewmiritrr. 7-1 Baris- 
to, 8-1 Ttews 01 Ues, 18-1 KJno'i Croat 

FORM VERDICT 

The DiuaiiaiMim arid COULTKARD are toe two im p r o v ers, 
wrto preference just tar toe latter, who nos (ferny more n came, 
puen the right conations 


America’s 


LEOPARDSTOWN 

1.45: LORD HEAV'ENS. 
who came to grief at the first 
fence on his most recent out- 
ing at Cork, is not the most 
fluent of jumpers but he acts 
on heavy going and had ear- 
lier looked a usefui chaser in 
the making when winning a 
novice chase at Limerick on 
his jumping debut before fin- 
ishing 27- lengths third to 
Inis Cara in a decent contest 
at Fairvhouse. Rybane, a 
progressive sort who picked 
up handicaps at Wexford and 
Navan before returning to 
Navan to win a Grade Tvo 
contest on his most recent 
start is the pick of the 
weights but is unproven on 
heavy ground. Wylde Hide, 
who returned to form last 
time, is best of the others. 

□CO 

2.20: SAWA-ID, who ran 
Lisa s Storm to a short-head 
in a competitive 17-runner 
event at Fairyhouse before 
being far from disgraced in 
finishing six-lengths second 
to the useful Limestone Lad 
at Navan. goes well on heavy 
ground and makes each-way 
appeal Advocat also goes in 
the mud but is rather a short 
price, while Generosa looks 
well treated and goes in the 
mud but would ideally want 
further. Impulsive Dream is 
another mudlark who should 
go well while British chal- 
lengers Polar Prospect and 
Sadler’s Realm could also 
figure. 


Cup push 


founders 


i BRITAIN WAS yesterday tanta- 
i Lisin gly close to securing its 
j place in the America’s Cup after 
j a gap of 13 years. But two days 
i of intense negotiations between 
| the Spirit of Britain syndicate 
: and major new backers still 
(ailed to conclude months of 

speculation and an increasingly 

frantic search for funding. 

And it leaves the group, 
which represents a challenge 
< officially lodged by the Royal 
! Dorset Yacht Club, little time to 
build the first of what is hoped 
to be two boats in time to begin 
racing against up to 10 other 
challengers in Auckland in 
October. It is the winner of this 
Louis Vuitton Cup series that 
goes forward as sole challenger 
to the defending New Zealan- 
ders in February 2000. 

But much of the design work 
by Ian Howlett has already been 
completed in a sophisticated 
computer programme support- 
ed bv Silicon Graphics, and 
work on the mast and rigging 
has been pushing ahead under 
the direction or British Aero- 
space. A team of boatbuilders is 
standing by and there have 
been two offers of fecilities in 
which to build the boat, the 
most likely being in Weymouth. 

Details had still to be 
announced last night, but it is 
believed that in a deal brokered 
by the Royal Yachting Associ- 
ation and Sir 71m Bell agree- 
ment was reached on both 
shareholdings and manage- 
ment in a restructured syndi- 
cate. This would pave the way 
for multi- million pound funding 
and allow the syndicate to apply 
for further funding from centra! 
sources such as the Lottery. 

However; a three-page doc- 
ument of refined proposals was 
still shuttling between lawyers 
on both sides- The meetings 
now involve principals, al- 
though the prospective skipper; 


by Stuart Alexander 

in Melbourne 


Lawrie Smith, is in Melbourne 
for the Soling world champi- 
onships, so no resolution is ex- 
pected until early next week. 

Mike Golding is delaying his 
decision on whether to contin- 
ue in the Around Alone Race 
until damage to the hull and 
swinging keel hydraulics is 
assessed. Golding’s 60ft Team 
Group 4 ran aground 140 miles 
from the finish of the second leg 
from Cape Town to Auckland. 
His enforced retirement as the 



Smith: Possible skipper 


boat was towed to the repair 
yard means he cannot win the 
race. 

Olympic sOver medallist Ben 
Ainslie revelled in the breezy 
conditions of Melbourne’s Port 
Phillip Bay yesterday, winning 
the third race of the Laser 
world championship as most of 
the other classes were ordered 
to stay ashore. In the second 
flight. Queensland's Brendan 
Casey won, with the Brazilian 
gold medallist of 1996, Robert 
Scheldt, pushing up to third. 


Double bill for 
Loughborough 


SPARE A thought for the stu- 
dents of Loughborough Uni- 
versity this weekend. At the 
Cocks Moors Woods Centre in 
Birmingham today they will be 
playing in the National Club 
Indoor championship for a 
place at finals night at Crystal 
Palace next month for the first 
time, and tomorrow afternoon 
they travel to Bowdon in their 
postponed fourth-round ERA 
Cup tie, where they will be 
striving to reach the fifth round 
of the national competition for 
the first time. 

The Students' manages Bob 
McBiane,^ was unhappy^ with the 
demanding schedule “Whilst 
we have agreed to the double 
banking.” he said, “we are not 
happy and feel we have been 
pushed into a corner and pres- 
surised into honouring both 
commitments.” 

The indoor contest is a 
round-robin event, three games 
today and two tomorrow, with 
three to qualify from the six 
teams for the finals. 

Loughborough plan, after 
their 20am game tomorrow 


By bill Colwill 


morning, against the defending 
champions, Reading, to con- 
sider their prospects of quali- 
fying for the indoor finals before 
deciding which of their squad 
will travel north for the Bowdon 
fixture and who will remain for 
their final game, against Norton. 

Norton were faced with an 
similar problem, having been 
scheduled to visit Hounslow 
for their cup game that was 
called off before Christmas. 
Reluctantly and unhappily they 
decided to pull out of the cup 
rather than travel with a 
depleted side. 

Southgate expect to include 
their latest Australian acquisi- 
tion, the international Max 
Diamond, in their squad which 
will be captained by the Ger- 
man international Eiko Rott. 
Reading will be missing their 
England internationals, Jon 
Wyatt and Howard Hoskin. who 
will be replaced by the Todd 
brothers, Amfy and Rob. 


Six new teams join 
the Conference 


THE RUGBY LEAGUE Confer- 
ence, one of the game's success 
stories in its first foil season last 
year, has expanded by six new 
chibs for 1999. The competition, 
based outside the code’s tradi- 
tional areas, will consist of 20 
teams this year, with clubs in 
Crewe, Derby, Hem el Hemp- 
stead, Manchester, Notting- 
ham and Wolverhampton 
joining in. Two more, from 
Coventry and Newmarket, have 
been put on bold until next year 
“It is a sign of the growing 
self-confidence that this won- 
derful sport is finally display- 
ing,” said the Conference’s 
chairman, Lionel Hurst 
Hie expansion means that 
the Conference will be played 
in four regional groups of five 
teams each this summer; cul- 
minating in a play-off series, like 
the inaugural one won by the 
Crawley Jets in 1998. They will 
start their campaign on 8 May 
against Hemel Hempstead, 
whose inclusion in the compe- 
tition is one of the most in- 


BY DAVE HADFIELD 


triguing aspects of yesterday’s 
announcement. Hemel well 
established pioneers in their 
area, have been playing in the 
Rugby League Alliance and 
are earmarked to join the 
Rugby League itself in 2000. 

Tlieir season in the Confer- 
ence is therefore seen primar- 
ily as a staging past “We fully 
expect that they will be with us 
for only one season," said 
Hurst who added that Hemel's 
playing strength would be con- 
trolled by qualification rules to 
prevent the possibility of them 
running away with the title. 

Hull's Great Britain centre, 
Alan Hunte, is again being 
linked with a possible move to 
Warrington before the start of 
the Super League season. 
Hunte moved to Humberside 
from St Helens last year but has 
not settled and was previously 
dose to switching to union. 
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THE INDEPENDENT * 
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Triangular tournament: Australia and Sri Lanka promise stern examination of England s World Cup potential - j 


Limited relief for 


Wells and Alleyne 


FORGET A SILLY little thing like 
the Ashes. The campaign lead- 
ing towards the real contest 
that matters in cricket begins 
adjacent to a building site in 
Brisbane tomorrow. If that 
offends the purist supporters of 
a revered institution they 
should be reminded that the 
Gabba, once a ground border- 
ing on the quaint, now seems to 
be in a state of permanent 
reconstruction aimed at taking 
it into the mOTennium 

No doubt they harbour sim- 
ilar feelings about the length of 
time a game of cricket should 
last, five days being good and 
anything below becoming pro- 
gressively worse. Test cricket, 
of which the Ashes series 
remains the most treasured 
example, possesses more 
nuances and greater skills, 
while the one-day stuff is treat- 
ed as mere both, a necessary 
diversion. But this misses the 
point: that limited-overs 
cricket, while not always a 
thrfll-a-minute (but, then, nei- 
ther are Test matches;, has 
developed its own singular 

drills, paft vulari yfn ha tting anri 

fielding- If the bowling needs to 
be worked on, doubtless some 
countries are already doing so. 

The Carlton & United Tri- 
angular Competition, in which 
Englan d play their first match 
against Australia tomorrow, 
promises to be entertaining 
enough - not least because Sri 
Lanka are the other team in- 
volved - and it is also a key part 
of England's preparations for 
the Wfarid Cup, which begins at 
home in May. Let there be no 
mistake that if En glan d some- 
how win the World Cup it mil 
do more for the game than 
would regaining the Ashes. It 
will capture the imagination, it 
will throw up heroes and its 
blazing immediacy will be part 
of the reason. Never mind nu- 


by Stephen Brenkley 
in Brisbane 


associated with the shorter 
international form of the game, 
however also serve to demon- 
strate its immense popularity. 
Not only does that apply in the 
sub-continent, where the book- 
makers and bettors are in 
abundance, but in South Africa, 
where it has become beloved of 
a growinganpy of female spec- 
tators, and in Australia, where 
it was effectively invented. 

England , faring snffife r than 

most, have been wary of clasp- 
ing it to their bosom. They talk 
of admiring innovation in oth- 
ers but have usually avoided the 
practice themselves. There are, 
it is said, far too many one-day 
internationals. Well, not where 
England are concerned. They 
managed 11 in all of last year 
while playing 16 Test matches. 
It was a touching gesture 
towards tradition but it was a 
schedule which might not have 
been designed to hone them for 
the World Cup. 

The pitches they will en- 
counter in Australia in the next 
six weeks and at least 10 
matches <13 if they reach the 
final) will be somewhat differ- 
ent from those that will greet 
them in England in May but the 
bearing on the World Cup 
squad is still overwhelming. 
New players like Vince Wells 
and Mark Alleyne, who have 
waited years for this sort of 
recognition, are now in the 
most favourable of positions to 
claim a place in the biggest 
tournament of alL 

David Graveney, England's 
chairman of selectors who is 
also their manager for this se- 
ries, rejected suggestions that 
England are still no nearer to 
knowing their men for May, a 
suspicion founded on the evi- 
dence of the number of players 


who have worn their fetching 
blue, almost turquoise, shirt 
lately. “I would say maybe 
three-quarters of the players in 
Australia will be there when we 
name our squad for the World 
Cup by the end of March,” he 
said ‘‘Other places may depend 
on conditions as well as form 
but, yes, players such as Vince 
Wells can get themselves into 
the World Cup in the next six 
weeks.” 

One of the places being fre- 
quently questioned is that of 
Ben Hollioake. Put simply the 
achievement and the progress 
have failed to match the hype 
and expectation. He burst on to 
the scene two years ago with 
two marvellous innings at 
Lord’s, a joyous 63 against 
Australia on his international 
debut faflowed by a wonderfully 
mature 98 for Surrey in the 
Benson and Hedges Cup final. 
*Tve had a word with him and 
told him he can’t continue to 
live on two innings,’' said 
Graveney. “They were a long 
Hms ago now.” If the chairman 
of selectors is saying that you 
are in trouble but it is to be 
hoped Hollioake can emerge 
from his present slough of de- 
spondency which is affecting all 
aspects of his game. Apart 
from anything else, be reduces 
the average age of the squad 
considerably. 

According to Graveney, Eng- 
land’s one-day strategy has 
been evolving since the famous 
victory in the Champions' Tri>- 
phy in the autumn of 1997. In 
that competition they won all 
four matches which seemed to 
herald a fresh start. Unfortu- 
nately they have lost eight of 
the 11 since. They have aban- 
doned the idea of pinch-hitting 
for the sake of it and have 
begun to clarify their views on 
all-rounders, otherwise known 
more disparagingly 35 “bits 


ances. 

Triie, the sniffy brigade have 
been handed more ammunition 
by the allegations of betting, 
bribery, match-rigging and the 
inquiries now being conducted 
in both Pakistan and Australia. 
Whatever the outcome of these 
there has clearly been sharp 
practice and it would be as 
well if the International Crick- 
et Council - who meet in 
Christchurch, New Zealand, 
next week - start to attend to 
the issue instead of ignoring it 

The nefarious activities 


ITINERARY AND ENGLAND SQUAD 


Jan 10 England v Australia (Brisbane) 

Jan 1 1 England v Sri Lanka (Brisbane) 
Jan 13 Australia v 5rf Lanka (Sydney) 
Jan 15 England v Austrafia (Mefooume) 
Jan 17 England v Australia (Sydney! 
Jan 19 England v Sri Lanka (Melbourne) 
Jan 20-21 Australia v Sri Lanka (Hobart) 
Jan 23 England y Sri Lanka (Adelaide ) 

Jan 24 Australia vSfl Lanka (Adelaide] 

Jan 26 England v Australia (Adelaide) 

Jan 29 England v Sri Lanka (Perth) 
Jan 30 Austrafia v Sri Lanka (Perth) 
Feb 3 England v Sri Lanka (Sydney) 
Feb 5 England w Australia (Sydney! 
Feb 0-7 Ausrcta v Sri Lanka (Mdboume) 
Feb 10 Rrst final (Sydney; 

Feb 1 2 Second Anal (Melbourne) 

Feb 14 Third Anal (Mdboume) 

A J Stewart Surrey; cape, wkt 


IN W Alleyne Gloucestershire 

J P Crawley Lancashire 

ROB Craft Glamorgan 

M A Ealhani .Kent 

N H Fail-brother Lancashire 

A F Giles Warwickshire 

D Goagti .....Yorkshire 

D W Headley Kent 

<3 A Hkk .Worcestershire 

A J Hollioake Surrey 

B C Hollioake .Surrey 

N Hussain Essex 

N V Knight .Warwickshire 

A D Medially .Leicestershire 

V J Wells Leicestershire 


and pieces” players. Either 
they will use them or they 
won't 

tt is fikefy that the betting will 
be based largefyoa the p la t for m 
Of the brea thtaking opening of 
Nick Knight and the enduring 
middle-order ability of Neil 
Eairbrother to accumulate 
rapid and, to the opposition, ir- 
ritating singles and twos. If 
they pick three front-fine seam- 
ers in Australia this month - 
Darren Gough, Dean Headley 
and Alan MullaHy - they wiH 
surely pick them on greener 
pitches. 

England can expect no 
.respite with the Ashes series 
done. Australia’s one-day squad 
is dearfy settled. Their selec- 
tors have ignored the obvious 
Haims of the of the ebul- 
lient Michael Slater and the 
wicket-taking leg-spinner Stu- 
art MacGfll and stack with con- 
clusions they had already 
readied. But the decision to ap- 
point Shane Wame as ca ptain 
while Steve Waugh recovers 
from a hamstring injury has not 
been greeted with universal 
approval. 

Mind you, the impression is 
that those commentators who 
object have done so not only 
because of the recent revelation 
that Warne was once foolish 
enough to accept a gift from an 
Indian bookmaker in return 
for information on pitches but 
because he bleaches his hair. 
Do not assume all the staid 
attitudes belong solely to and in 
England. 

If Australia have a position 
m the batting over which to pon- 
der it is at No 7 now that the vet- 
eran Tom Moody has finally 
been ejected, but they will 
make plenty of runs before 
then. Sri Lanka have arrived in 
dreadful form after losing badfy 
in Shaijah recently hot then 
they came to Englan d after a 
poor run last year and won. Mis- 
chievously, they make much of 
tiie -pressure of being world 
champions but they manage 
still to prosper in the bigger 
matches. However, their 
strength in depth is suspect and 
the injury to th e great Aravinda 
de Silva, forced to retire hurt in 
a warm-up match against Aus- 
tralia yesterday, wfll concern 
them. 

England will start the Carl- 
ton series as underdogs - a 
well-worn label they would do 
well to rise above. 
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Vince Wells plays a reverse sweep during England’s defeat of Queensland at the Gabba yesterday Jan Waldfe 


Knight’s height of fashion 


THEY ARE unfashionabl e play- 
ers with counties to match. 
Fbur months ago the sugges- 
tion that Mark Alleyne and 
Vince Wells might appear in an 
England team - separately let 
alone together - would have 
been greeted with amused tol- 
erance, as indeed it had been 
by generations of selectors. 

Any notion that they might 
not only play but make sub- 
stantial and lively contribu- 
tions measured precisely to 
the demands of the team and 
the state of the game might 
have brought the men in white 
coats round for a visit Thus rep- 
utations are developed and 
stick in the face of both the facts 
and worthy recommendations. 
That is fashion. 

It was other men in white 
coats, of course, namely most 
of the first-class umpires, who 
had been banging on for years 
about the unheralded and over- 
looked virtues of the all- 
rounders from Gloucestershire 
and Leicestershire- Since Wells 
is 33 years old and Gloucester 
stalwart Alleyne is 30 their 
time was less running out than 
up, but last September the pre- 
sent selection panel at last 
heeded the evidence and 


By Stephen Brenkley 
at the Gabba 


En glan d 324-6 
Queensland 232 
England win by 92 runs 


pi cked them for the winter one- 
day matches. 

With the remnants of the 
Test side yet to come back, it is 
still unsure what parts they wiD 
take when the serious stuff 
begins in the internationals 
tomorrow, but yesterday here 
their form was resplendent 
agains t Queensland B utts' Eng- 
land won by 92 runs in as sus- 
tained an exhibition of pleasing 
cricket as they can have mus- 
tered all tour. Wells, at the 
beginning of England's innings, 
and Alleyne, at its end, ensured 
a target which was attainable 
by the state side only in the 
event of dreams, an inexcusable 
England bowling performance 
or an immense innings from the 
Australian side's captain, 
Essex’s favourite overseas 
player Stuart Law (although, 
upon reflection, the last two in 
that list were not outside the 
bounds of possibility). 

As the match was petering 
out, Afieyne came on as the sev- 


enth bowleg took a wicket with 
his first ball, aided by a Wells 
boundary catch, another with 
his second and finished with 4 
fix* 6 from 14 balls. This might 
have been considered merito- 
rious enough for the man of the 
match award. Wells, who was 
not granted a bowl, edged him 
out in front of 17,000 spectators 
who delighted in the drama 
unfolding before them. 

England won the toss, an oc- 
currence as rare as handsome 
victories this winter; and Wells 
opened the batting with Nick 
Knight They put on 128 in 19 
overs and the pace was quite as 
blistering as it sounds. Knight 
has become supreme in this 
version of the game and his 
rapid, improvised half-century 
was anticipated. Weils matched 
him in the desire to innovate 
shots and their fifties both 
came at more than a run a balL 

Alleyne (60 in 46 balls) and 
Neil Fairbrother (56 from 49) 
sustained the momentum at the 
end, careful not to lose wickets, 
judicious in scampering singles 
in the way Eairbrpther has 
probably patented by now and 
later hitting freely. Queensland 
lost too many wickets early to 
have a realistic tilt at making 


more than six an over for 50 . 

overs. Law perished to an 
assured catch by Ashley Giles 
at third man. En gland bowled 
well enough, not least the tiefy 
Robert Croft, and John Craw- 
ley was sufficiently assured' 
behind tiie stumps, but the rest 
was practice. 


BIGLAND Inning* 

N V Knight b Creeuey — 58 

VJ Wells run out -63 

B C Holiioake c Foley b Btchd 30 

I P Crawley c Seccombe b Bichei 20 

N H Falrbrother not out - 56 

AJHoHtoatecUwb BkheJ 17 

M W Alleyne c Love b Creevey 60 

M A Ealham not out- 2 

Baras (Ib9 w7 nb2) _....I8 

Tbtal (For 6 arkts, 50 overs) - 324 

‘Ml: 1.-728 2-130 3-185 4-204 5-215 
6-307. 

Did Noc Bac RDB Croft. A F Giles. A 
0 MullaHy: 


rHog: Kasprowicz 3-0-24-0: Miller 
43-0: Blchel T 0-0-57-3: Prestwidjre 


6-0-43-0: Blchel J 0-0-57-3; Prestwirfge 
10-0-67-0; Creevey 10-0-55-2: Foley 
4-0-24-0: Law 7-0-45-0. 


QUEENSLAND Innings 

M L Hayden b Mu Hally ji, 

J P Maher c Crawley b Mullalta 25 

S G Law c Giles b Mullally 7 

M L Love c Crawley bAj Ho1Koake....isj 

G I Foley c Knight b Giles 5 fl 

M Miller c £ b Giles 25 

S A Prestwlclge c Falrbrother b Alleyne ..21 

W A Seccombe c Wells b Alleyne 16 

B N Creevey c Wells b Alleyne 20 

A J Blchel c Giles b AJleyne —.10 

M S Kasprowicz not out _.2 

Eatras fibQ nfel) 9 

fecal |W2 overs) 7)7 

Mb 1-39 2-47 3-70 4-79 5-151 6-171 
7-199 B-1 99 9-220 

BojAg: MullaHy 8-1-36-3: B C Hollioake 
8 -°-50-2: Ealham 
T-0-33-G; A 1 Hollioake 6-0-33-1 Croft 
7-0-35-0: Alleyne 2 -0-6-4. 

Umpires: G Zimmer and J Tonne* 
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Fine tales of the riverbank 


IT IS dosed season for the 
salmon and trout, so over the 
past few months I have been 
eqjoying reading about fishing 
with a Monte Cristo or seven 
never far from my tips (sadly no 
real fire but a radiator, viewed 
through cigar ha?<> and a half 
tight, is an okay substitute). 

lb those that have never 
read any fishing books, they 
seen dreadfiifly duff But some 
of these books are so fine and 
so soothing they should be pre- 
scribed ty doctors for those with 
high blood pressure. One of my 
favourite books of the moment, 
and one that I read and re-read 
is “Salmon & Women” by^ Wilma 
Paterson and Professor Peter 
Behan (Witherby). Although it 
examines the theory that 
women catch biggs' salmon 
(because the bigger ones tend 
to be cock fish and attracted to 
the pheromones the female 
fisher passes down the line), it 
is the tales of long ago that 
enchant me so. Such as that of 
Georgina BaHan tine’s UK rod 
and line record (stQl held to tins 
day) with hs- 64lb fish, caught 
in October 1922 on the Tay. 
And the fabulously named and 
sfylish Miss Lettice Ward who 
eaiight ^- amnng nfhtw finff fish 
- a 50fo salmon in 1928 on the 
Emnaird beat of tfae^ Thy (where 
I am going next month so shall 
look her name up in the log 
book). This book is written in a 
lovefy lolloping style that is a 
delight to read with some won- 
dofolfy evocative photographs, 
including one of the Queen 
Mother fishing in New Zealand 
in 1927. 

On the subject of women, a 


ANNALISA 

Barbieri 


ON FISHING 



book to avoid is “The Women's 
Guide to Angjing^ by Judith Mil- 
ner (Thomas Harmsworth). 
Any woman who needs a gen- 
der-specific guide to fishmg 
should stay away from the river 
bank, or throw herself off it 

The Ffyfisheris Classic 
Library does some wonderful 
books, all beautifully leather- 
bound “Salmon fishing" by 
John James Hardy is gorgeous, 
with sahnonffy recipes at the 
back and great illustrations 
that are dearfy old but all the 
mare charming for it “The 
Sea Trout” by fishing giant 
Hugh Ffelkus comes complete 
with a Medicine fly set in the 
inner cover very spedaL Call 
the FCL (01354 653828) for its 
catalogue as the books are 
only available direct and dis- 
cover some real gems. 

Fhlkus is wdl worth reading. 
Sadly he died almost three 
years ago. His last book, co-au- 
thored by Malcolm 
Greenhaigh, was “The Salmon 
& Sea Tfrout fisher’s Hand- 
book” (Excellent Press). Fhlkus 
used to refer to it as the U T1S 
Book”, because he hoped it 
would be sold nest to the till in 
every tackle shop. It should be. 

Remeofoer the “Ibadi%ur- 
self Books”? Well there is a 


^eat one cm flyfishing by Mau- 
rice Wiggjn that you can look 
out for in second hand shops. 
Out at the end of March is “The 
New Encyclopedia ofFfy Fish- 
ing” by Conrad \foss Bark (for- 
mer fishing correspondent of 
The Times) and Eric Restall 
(published by Robert Hale). It 
is a revised version of the 1986 
edition and covers just about 
every aspect of fly fishing. Voss 
Bark has written a few books 
on fishing, including “A History 
of Flyfishing” (Merlin Unwin) 
which is definitely for the 

sithusaasbittau^itmefeatthe 

word angling comes from the 
Anglo-Saxon word “angul”, 
meaning hook. Conrad’s wife, 

Anne, is also the author of a fine 
tome: “West Country Ely Pish- 
ing” (Robot Hale), a compila- 
tion of some wonderful fishing 
tales by some fishing colossi 
such as Brian Clarke, Dermot 
Wilson and Ted Hughes. This 

is the book to read before bed 

fora blissful, peaceful slumber. 
(And all royalties go to the 
Westcountry Rivers Unst) 
Dorting Kinderstey does 
sane of my favourite books, with 
tovefy shiny pages and loads of 
atustrations. Hjey are expensive 

- all that gloss costs - but is a 

worthwhDe investment There 


is “The Efocvdopedia ofp lahmg” 
which tabes you through facfcfr 
bait, flies, species a use this 
book constantly to look up dif- 
ferent sorts of fteh), techniques, 
different sorts of water... a 
must-have and especially good 
for beginners because it as- 
sumes no prior knowledge with- 
out being patronising. DK also 
publishes “The Complete Ely 
Fisher’s Handbook” by Mal- 
colm Greenhaigh and Denys 

Ovenden. However; despite the 

tide it covers onfy trout but how! 
It takes you through the trout's 
natural diet in dear languag e 
with fine illustrations and then 
tells how to imitate the natural 
with lots of fly recipes. An 
entomological feast 
Other good, useful recipe 
books are “Trout & Salmon 
Fhes of Scotland” and “Flies of 
^eland” (both Merlin Unwin). 
^5^ny Paxman’s anthology 
^Flsh, Fishing and the Mean- 
(Penguin), is a 
great book to dtp in and out of 
and would be the perfect ac- 


v .- -V V ^ 


..wwu uc Lne perfect ac- 

“^nimenton a fishing trip. 
Finally wdl worth buying for 

long car imirnpw: 




J 0,Irn eys is the 
debghtfol “Ffy Fishing Tales” 
(John Howard Productions), 
^^foothing tales told by 
David Profumo. Bernard 


VT 
■ ’ • —3 


of these in th 


— Muocwe aecKS 

there would be no more road 
rage, onfy glorious gtimnsM 

into the magical woifocffish- 
mg- Just don’t dose your eves 
to by and picture it eyeS 

a b“* ie ri®'mdqie7»£te7itca^ 









I 


O+jii u>' 





THE INDEPENDENT 

Saturday 9 January- 1999 


Pot e 






«, jyA.-iP.tr,>.. * 

i-j&gl i 

-35 

: ‘‘-V'^.g.335p..vy:« 

£ ’’’ 

1 •■■-swws ' ■•• 


Henman 
made to 
struggle 
for win 






hill 


"* fi/rs __ 

siilOIl 


•'•■ ' wer forSi 
- •-• •• L.c"..>hed id an ' 

■ * •.:! !>•• .i>hie\ Gfle* 

- EndandbowW 

'• •■*'■ -.uira5iih*ij* 

• .-ir.fi .loan Crai 
j-' * -,i|y asiura 

:::.• tiers 

'• 1 1 - 

Ef.wLANI inrinyi 


r SC srtrsl J/1 


M'.r 

•„ £E.~iAhr innings 


.:*f ■ ■ 
5«V 


TOP SEED Tim Henman had 
to pull out all the stops to top- 
ple the American Jeff Tarango 
in the quarter-finals of the 
Qatar Open in Doha. British 
No 1 Henman ought to have 
wrapped up a straight sets win 
but squandered three match 
points in the second set to let 
Tarango off the hook. 

Henman went on to beat 
Tarango in the third set and 
secure a semi-final spot with a 
6-4, 6-7, 6-4 victory that took two 
hours and 34 minutes. 

However, Henman, the 
world No7. knows he cannot 
afford to repeat the lack of 
concentration which enabled 
Tarango to take the second set 
tie-break if he is to go on and 
win the tournament. 

4* “Jeff put up a strong resis- 
tance,’' admitted Henman, who 
fired 21 aces during the match. 

Despite his defeat Tarango, 
ranked 74th in the world, still 
managed a smile. He said: U I 
did everything that I could. I 
think my form has really come 
on.” 

After an assured start by 
Henman in the first set, a real 
dogfight ensued in the next, 
with a furious exchange before 
Tarango squared the match in 
the marathon tie-break. 

But Henman was not to be 
denied and, foiling back on 
. jdfriligent and elegant play he 
asserted himself in the third to 
earn a semi-final meeting with 
the winner of the match 
between Hicham Arazi and 
Karim Alami. 

Henman responded well to 
the loss of the second set, 
breaking Tarango in the open- 
ing game of the third and open- 
ing a 3-0 lead. Tarango clawed 
his way back to 4-3 down but 
Henman held his nerve to kill 
off the American’s comeback. 

Henman was flying the flag 
for Britain following the sur- 
prise exit of second seed Greg 
Rusedski, who crashed out 
against Germany’s Bernd Kar- 
bacher in the opening round. 

Henman had no trouble in 
disposing of the Dutchman 
Sjeng Sehalken in his first- 
roEpd match. 

jyJrwevex; the erratic form in 


TENNIS 


By Derrick whyte 
in Doha 

evidence against Thrango had 
surfaced in his second round 
victory over Morocco's Younes 
El Anaoui, where he struggled 
early on and lost the opening 
set before getting his act 
together: 

Henman has set his heart on 
winning the title, making up for 
last year’s quarter-final exit 
against Petr Korda. 

Meanwhile. Sweden were 
set 10 play Australia in 
today's Hopman Cup final 
after Jonas Bjorkman and 
Asa Carls son came from be- 
hind to defeat Switzerland’s 
Ivo Heuberger and Martina 
Hingis 2-1 . 

Hingis won the opening 
singles tie 6-2 .6-2, before Bjork- 
man drubbed her partner 
Heuberger 6-2, 6-0 to level the 
tie. The Swedes claimed the 
mixed doubles 2-6 ,6-3, 6-4. 

The relief was evident on the 
face of Bjorkman, who has 
been required to win all of his 
singles games during the 
mixed teams championship 
because Carisson has lost all 
three of hers. 

The final will pit the Swedes 
against the big-serving Mark 
Philippoussis, last year’s losing 
US Open finalist, and the 15- 
year-old prodigy Jelena Dokic. 

Bjorkman was delighted at 
needing less than an hour to 
dispose of Heuberger, who 
made an unacceptable 34 
unforced errors. 

"I never let him into the 
match, but Ivo didn't have one 
of bis best matches,” Bjorkman 
said. “I’m very happy and 
pleased that I've won all three 
singles matches.” 

The seven-time Wimbledon 
champion Steffi Graf over- 
powered the American teenag- 
er Serena Williams 6-2, 7-6 to 
reach the final of the Super- 
power Challenge Cup in Hong 
Kong. 

Graf feces Williams' sister 
Venus, who beat Anna 
Kburnikova of Russia 6-4, 6-3 in 
the other semi-final 


SPORT/27 



Jan-Michael Gambill plays a backhand against Karol Kncera in the Hopman Cap yesterday 

Rafter short on motivation 


THE REIGNING US Open 
champion, Pat Raftej; lost to the 
lowly-ranked Slava Dosedel in 
an eariy-season tour event yes- 
terday and confessed that he 
was struggling to get motivat- 
ed for the year ahead 

The Australian, ranked No 4 
in the world, was swept out of 
the Adelaide men’s hard court 
tournament in the second 
round, beaten 7-5, 6-4 by the 
64th-ranked Czech. 

“The last two years have 
been veiy difficult, so it has been 
hard to get motivated and do the 


work again,” Rafter said after 
being bundled out of his first 
tournament back from a two- 
month lay-off with a knee injury. 

Rafter said he had tried to 

maintain his training durin g tha 
break but had been losing focus 
under the weight of his playing 
commitments and recent 
feme. “It was really hard to 
push,” he said. “I’ve got to find 
that motivation over the next 
week leading up to the 
[Australian] Open.” 

Rafter has his sights on the 
top ranking this year, and had 


his hopes boosted by the with- 
drawal from the Melbourne 
grand slam event of current 
No l, Pete Sampras. 

However, the 26-year-old ad- 
mitted to feeling the pressure 
of public life after his back-to- 
back US Open wins and rise up 
the rankings. Success has seen 
him plastered as a sex symbol 
on magazine covers worldwide 
and he is continually mobbed by 
fans. 

Rafter said the constant 
attention was a small price to 
pay Cor his success, but was 


Phillips fit 
to return for 
Sunderland 


SUNDERLAND'S Premiership 
promotion campaign should be 
given a timely boost when their 
exciting striker Kevin Phillips 
returns after a long absence 
through injury to face Queen's 
Park Rangers. 

Phillips, who has been out 
since September with a toe in- 
jury, is under consideration for 
the trip to Loftus Road, where 
Sunderland will be seeking only 
their second victory ever with- 
out the services of an array of 
attackers. 

Their manager: Peter Reid, 
will select his team without 
being able to call on Daniele 
Dichio, who is suspended, and 
the injured Michael Gray Allan 
Johnston and Nicky Sura- 
merbee. 

Although Sunderland are 
eight points dear at the top of 
the First Division, they cannot 
afford to ease up with Ipswich 
and Birmingham chasing them 
hard for the automatic promo- 
tion places. Second-placed Ip- 
swich will unveil their new 
wing-back Fabian Wilnis at the 
home game with Grimsby, 
while Birmingham are at home 
to struggling Port Vale. The 
First Division’s manager of the 
month. Paul Jewell, takes his 
Bradford side to Stockport 

Watford’s assistant manag- 
er, Kenny Jacket!, is wary that 
last week’s 5-2 FA Cup defeat 
at Tottenham could work 


NATIONWIDE 

FOOTBALL 


ByMARKPiERSON 

against the Hornets when 
Portsmouth, giantkillers in the 
third round but struggling in 
the League, visit Vicarage 
Road. 

Oxford United's manager, 
Malcolm Shotton, is aiming to 
get his side's feet back on the 
ground after the thrill of being 
paired with Chelsea in the FA 
Cup fourth round for the rele- 
gation six-pointer against Bris- 
tol City at the Manor Ground. 

Norwich City have put their 
FA Cup defeat by Sheffield 
Wednesday behind them and 
their mana ger. Bruce Rioch, is 
confident his side can bounce 
back at the bottom dub, Crewe. 

Again. West Brum's incon- 
sistency frustrated their fens 
when they fell 1-0 at 
Bournemouth in the FA Cup, 
leaving their manager, Denis 
Smith, wondering if his side can 
maintain form to challenge for 
a play-off place. Smith wants his 
side to get back on track when 
Barnsley visit The Hawthorns. 

Sheffield United’s player- 
manager, Steve Bruce, has re- 
ceived a boost to his side's 
play-off chances with the return 
of David Holdsworth to face 
Swindon after four months out 
with knee ligament damage. 


Brannan steps down 
from Rangers post 


tough to handle nevertheless. 

“Tm confined to the hotel a 
lot because I just don’t want to 
deal with people all the time. 
People are being nice but at the 
same time it’s hard for me to be 
nice ail the time,” be said. 

Rafter was sluggish on court 
against Dosedel yesterday, 
being frequently passed at the 
net by the Czech right-hander. 

The defending champion, 
Australian Lleyton Hewitt, 
advanced to the quarter-finals, 
completing a 7-6, 2-6, 6-4 win 
over another Czech, Jiri Novak. 


BOB BRANNAN yesterday con- 
firmed he was stepping down as 
Rangers' chief executive and 
said he did not want to pursue 
a career in footbalL Brannan re- 
vealed he came to a decision 
about a month ago that it was 
time to explore other avenues. 

The announcement cam* 
just four days before Rangers set 
off for Florida to set up a winter 
training camp. 

Brannan, who leaves Sum 
after just six months having 
previously been the manager at 
a whisky company, gave his rea- 
sons in a statement released by 
the dub. 

“I have today resigned my po- 
sition as director and chief ex- 
ecutive of Rangers,” he said. “I 
took the decision more than a 
month ago that I did not want to 
follow a long-term career in 
football In recent weeks I have 
been pursuing other career op- 


portunities and felt it appropri- 
ate to make my intentions 
known to David Murray [the 
Ran ge rs chairman] given the 
high-profile nature of my posi- 
tion. 

“I would like to thank David 
for the opportunity he has given 
me to work in football and regret 
the timing of my decision. I wish 
the dub eveiy success for this 
season and beyond. This con- 
cludes my statement and I have 
no intention of commenting fur- 
ther either now or in the future.” 

Murray will now take charge 
of day-to-day operations at the 
Scottish Premier League lead- 
ers. “I am disappointed for both 
parties that it didn’t work out I 
personally wish Bob well in his 
future careen" Murray said. 

Twill assume responsibility 
for day to day operations at the 
dub. There will be no further 
statement on this issue.” 
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Simons sinks teeth in Sharks 



RASHOD JOHNSON makes his 
debut for Greater London 
Leopards in the National Cup 
Final tomorrow, the unwitting 
centrepiece of a controversy 
that has spiced up preparations 
for an apparently one-sided 
contest in which the Sharks are 
overwhelming favourites for 
victory on their own court at 
Sheffield Arena. 

Leopards’ owner, Ed Si- 
mons, ridiculed clai m s fay the 
Starks coach, Chris Finch, that 
Johnson should not have been 
allowed to register for the final 

"Last season Sheffield made 
erector the same move when 
tiffi brought in John Amaechi 


BIATHLON 

WORLD CUP (Obcrbof, Oar) Man's 
10km sprlnc 1 V Drachev (Rus) 27min 
44.6sec (two penalty laps); 2 0 E Oo- 
emdalen (tor) 27:482 (2); 3 R Gross (Ger) 
28:00.6 (1); *PBoso«s» {Rus) 2&08.3 
10): S V Sashurtn (Bela) 28:35.8 (I). 6 J- 
M Owbktt fSwIt) 28:36a (O); 7 F Luck 


, , 28:47.0 (Ij: 8 W Rottmann (Auc] 

; 48:58.7 {01; 9 V HietaWifl (Fta) 29:01 .8 
i (0): lOJ Ozbolc (Sloven) 29:02.2 (0): 11 
A Aidarov (Bela) 29:05.7 (2); 12 T 
j Gk*ocnUt (Sloven) 29:09.8 (I); 13 H 
! Manevold [Nort 29:09.9 {2); 14 W Rem- 
I er (Auc) 2 SUB. 6 (1): 15 Y MocWruW 
; (Japan) 29:30.4 (1). World Cop sund- 
[ late [Altar seven ovens): 1 P Ros- 
! tovtSev (Rus) I43pts; 2 S Fischer (Geri 
I 142; 3 O-E Sjoeffldatai (Nor) 136: 4 F 
Luck (Ger) 1 35: 5 R Potre* |Fr) 125; • V 
Htewbhtl (Kn) 105; 7 0 Rvzhenkw 
(Beta) 101; 8 V Sashurln (Bda) 88; 9 R 
CatesrtnussJ (Id 84; 10 R Grew (Ger) 75. 
Wome n' s 7.5km spring 1 LGSHribnhd 
(Nor) 24:23.8 (2); 2 O Zubrltora (likr) 
24.:40J (0); 3 N Taiamva (Rus) 24:58.0 
flfc * U DW (Ger) 24:S9.0 (3): 5 E 
Dafowfca (Bui) 25:24.1 (1): « N Sanrer 
flt) 25:34.4 (2); 7 A Henkd (Ger) 25:39.7 
(I): 8 M Gwlzdon (Pot) 25:41.0 (1); 9 P 
Wsentfhr (Ger) 2S:4S.3 (1); 10 T Tfia- 
tapasan) 25:47 .3 (0): 11 G M AndnsM»n 
Otar) 25:48-4 (0); 12 A BriendffV) 25:53.5 
(1): ISM Forsbetj (Swe) 25:57.3 (4); 14 
N Lemon (Ukr)-25:59L4 (1): 15A Akhma- 
tova (Rus) 26:02.9 (2). World Cap 


s); 1 U Did 
:&») 167: 


. k 2M Forsbers (5 . 

[ sG«her-Pe«er-Menim (G«) 1 49: * L 
.GSqertmfc (Nor) 1 19: 5 C NtoRr«jFr) 
lOSsGKApeftGef) 100:7AHei*el<Gefj 
lOftJ.A Akhatova (RuS) 97; 9 M Zetlner 
' 7: 10 G M Andreassen [Nor) 94. 


CRICKET 

SMEPrwto SHIELD (Hist daw of 
not): JkfeMMt: South Australia 284 lor 

tSSSrH™” 2211 


• FOOTBALL 

^ j*®' 1 *! govenbig body. y»- 
terday lifted itssus pens ion of the 

Cameroon -national federation. 


BASKETBALL 


by Richard Taylor 

from America,” Simons said. 
“Their sole aim was for 
Amaechi to win them a title and 
that’s what he did by winning 
the League Trophy virtually 
single-handed. 

“At the time Yuri Matischen 
[Sheffield’s general manager] 
rang me and asked for the 
Leopards’ support I told him 
that the League needed players 
of Amaechi’s quality and good 
luck to them if he chose to go 
to Sheffield. 

“Now we get this nonsense 


allowing die country's national team 
and clubs back Into international 
competition. Rfa said the west 
African country's government had 
now accepted a plan of action pre- 
viously agreed by the world gov- 
erning booy and the African football 
federation. Cameroon was sus- 
pended Monday after after la sports 
ministry sent a fox to Rfa last week 
containing reservations: about the 

plans for me national federation. Rfa 
dissolved the federation in Novem- 
ber because of a series of financial 
problems, and appointed an Inter- 
im otecuuve to run the organtsadon 
for nine months. 


GOLF 

MERCEDES CHAMPIONSHIP (K4* 

polM, Hwtin LtwHae ItaMwwrad 

scores (US mdeas ttatwQ: 66 5 Rate. 
F Funk. J Durant. B Mayfair. STB Andrade. 
D DuvaL 68 J Furyk, J Cook. J Leonard. 
69 C Rstw, L Janzen. T Woods. D Lowe. J 
P&mevik (Swe). F Couples. 70 S Cham- 
bJetV Singh (FJjiJ. S Appleby MusU P 
Hays. M OTtteara. M Catcavecdila. 71 M 
Bradley. J Huston, S Simpson. 72 T 
Dodds. P Micketeon. 73 J 5hman. 74 S 
Okfrigton (Aus). T itotson. 75S Jones. 

ICE HOCKEY 

NHL: Boston 2 Tbronro 1: MonoealA Din- 


4 Carolina a; ■« 

Louis 4 Chicago 2: Edmonton 7 Phoenix 
T; Los An geles 4 Buffato^. 

SASTTRN CONFERENCE 
north-east DIVISION 

w L TGF GAP* 
1| 

lor Boston ■ ^ 13 

Ho nr mrt ■ ■ 1 ^ 19 - — 

S3 

,15 17 7105109 37 
,1324 3 91 117 » 


5107 75 *7 
2123111 46 
G 101 B3 44 
5111 87 43 
7 09105 *3 


Pittsburgh 
BY Rangon 
HY Islanders 


from their coach. He should 
concentrate his aggression for 
the basketball court” 

Finch is also angry that his 
own Peter Scan te foury is cup- 
tied and that the Leopards 
were allowed to postpone 
tonight’s scheduled Trophy 
game with London itawers, giv- 
ing them a clear week to pre- 
pare for the final. 

Sheffield had to play Birm- 
ingham Bullets in a televised 
Budweiser League game last 
night, and Leopards’ coach, 
Billy Mims, admitted he is 
grateful for the extra time. 

“We’ve had all week to pre- 
pare,” he said, “but Sheffield 


SPORTING DIGEST 


SOUTH-EAST DIVISION 

Carvfln 18 15 7106 99 43 

Florida 13 14 9 94 1 00 35 

m U sMagt aa 13 20 3 85 92 29 

Tampa Bay 9 26 3605 132 21 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL DIVtSfON 

III L TGF GAPES 

Detroit 19 17 

SC Loots 15 12 

NjHhrtDe 14 21 


2116104 40 
9101 91 39 

3 91 MS 31 

Chicago 11 23 5 84 126 27 

NORTH-WEST DfVtSIOfi 

Colorado 17 IB 4 94 101 38 

Etftnon&M 15 18 4 1 09 1 02 38 

1tancomer.™~.13 22 4103122 30 

Calgary 12 24 3 1 00 125 27 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

Danas 25 5 6113 ?1 56 

Phoenix 21 9 5 98 72 47 

Anaheim 14 16 8 00 86 36 

Los A ngelas —.15 21 3 90 103 33 

San Jose 12 17 9 85 93 33 


OLYMPIC GAMES 

Frank Jokllk, president of the Salt 
Lake City Organising Committee, and 
Dove Johnson, the vice-president, are 
expected to step aside, either per- 
manently or temporarily. In the 
wake of a brfoery scandal. Both of- 
ficiate were Involved in Salt Lake's 
successful bid to host the 2002 Win- 
ter Olympics. That effort has became 
the target or four Investigations of 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
that went to scholarships and gifts 
for International Olympic Commit- 
tee members and their relatives. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Wigan have appointed Dennis 
McHugh as tiidr new youth manager. 
McHugh, who has coached England 
Under- 16s, 1s a Former Ufidnes 
Academy coach and was assistant 
to mi Larder at Keighley. 

SAILING 

uisaiwoitijjaiAMPioriSMPi 
bourne) Second dsyi 1 ■ 8 Ataske I 
M BIwkbum (Aus). R Schodl (&a) 1 3pts 


P (Mai- 
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had to concentrate on Birm- 
ingham until 24 hours before 
the final That will help us.” 

Sheffield have twice beaten 
the Leopards in the League 
this season by more than 25 
points, but Finch warned: 
“They have no pressure on 
them, and if they win it makes 
their season.” 

■ The National Basketball As- 
sociation has wasted no time in 
bying to put the lockout behind 
it by pledging to lure back fens 
with cheaper seats and prepar- 
ing for a shortened season. 
The league hopes to start the 
season on 5 February and play 
about 50 games. 


4 K 5uneson (Swe) 1 7: 5“ F Westnun 
(Fin), R 5uomaL)lnen (Fin) 22. 

SKIING 

Benjamin Raich was surprisingly 
composed yesterday a day after 
stunning the siding world with a 
record-breaking first World Cup 
win in Thursday's night slalom In 
SchJadming, Austria. After finishing 
23rd on the first leg. the 20-year- 
old Austrian improved by 3.B4sec to 
win the second, almost half a sec- 
ond ahead of the field. In the 
process. He bettered a 24-year-old 
record set by the Swede Ingemar 
Stenmark. 

SNOOKER 

Mike Halletc’s miserable season 
continued yesterday when he was 
knocked out of the British Open at 
the Norbreck Castle Hotel in Black- 
pool. The struggling former world 
No 4, who currently stands 1 50th 
on the provisional ranking list, was 
beaten 5-0 by the Scot Chris Shade 
In only 68 minutes. Shade had 
breaks of SO. 64 and 47 before seal- 
ing hte place In the third quailing 
round with a bfoe-to-Wack clearance 
in the fifth frame. Stuart Bingham, 
the 1 996 world amateur champion 
from Basildon, put Nmselfln line for 
the £1.100 highest pre-television 
break bonus with a 136 
ance dui 
Micky 

TENNIS 

HOPMAH CUP (Perth, Am); ! ... 
be Swftx*ri«id 2-1 (Swe names first): 
A Carisson lost to M'~ ‘ " 

nunbtl 
Carisson bt 

6- 4. United States be Slovakia 3-0 [US 
names first); L Davenport be K Habsudo- 
va 6-4 6-2; i-M Gambill bt K Kucera 5-7 

7- 6 6-4; Gambill and Davenport be Kncera 
and Habsuduw 7-5 &-3. 


16 total dear- 
tils 5-2 victory over 


m lost to M Hingis 2-6 2-6.-J Bjark- 
Hevbtraer 6-2 b-O; Bjorkman and 
bt Heuberger and Hingis 2-fi 6-3 


Jones’ birthday bash 


ROY JONES JUNIOR will stage 
a boxing birthday c ele bra t ion in 
his home town of Pensacola 
tonight - even though it comes 
a week early. 

The man who holds the 
World Boxing Association and 
World Boxing Council light 
heavyweight titles will not be 30 
until 16 January and wanted to 
stage his mandatory defence 
against Rick Frazier; a 39-year- 
old New York City police officer; 

on that date. However, he was 
blocked from doing it by Mike 
Tyson’s comeback fight against 
Francois Botha on the same 
day at Las Vegas. 

The left-handed Frazier; a 


QUXTAft ATP TOUR (Doha) Singles, 
mmtcr-n a afc T Henman IG8 ) Ik J tarango 
(US) 6-4 6-7 6-4. 

AUSTRALIAN HEN’S HAKOCOUKT 
CHAMPIONSHIP (Adelaide) Slagles, 
second rand: S Dosedel (Cz Rep) Or P 
Rafter (AusV 7-5 6-4; l Hevrfti (Aus) be J 
Novak (Cz Rep] 7-6 2-6 6-4. Ouartcr- 
ItnaiK J ScoltOTderg (Aus) bt B Black (Zim) 

6- 3 6-2: Hewitt bt Dosedel 4-6 6-4 6-3; 
S Draper (Aus) be M Tebborr (Aid) 6-7 6-4 

7- 6; T Enqvtst (5we) be D Hrbary (Skn/ak] 
6-2 6-4. 

SUPER-POWER CHALLENGE CUP 
(Hong Kbm) Sittfai, «MMmiS! S Graf 
(Ger) btb Williams |U5) 6-2 7-6: V 
Williams (US) bt A Koumlkova (Rusl 6-4 
6-3. 

ASB BANK WOMEN'S CLASSIC (Auck- 
land, HZ) Slagles, senU-rtnals: D van 
Roost (Bel) bt B Saint (Auc) 3-6 6-1 6-0; 
J Hoiard-Decugis (Fr) bt S Farma (It) 7-6 
6 - 1 . 

GIROBANK TOUR (Telford) Men's 
slngtes. qnarcer-fltuls: C Wilkinson 

bt J Uyne (Cambs) 6-4 6-2: C 

inert ( H erefo r d and Wares) bt A Wliarf 


(Gloucs) 6-4 6-3: D Sapsford (Surrey) bt 
T Spinks (Norfolk) 6-4 6-7 6-3: N Gould 
(Avon) bt B Haran (Hants) 2-6 6-3 6-0. 
garni Hail* WUkinsen bt Bemerr 6-4 7-6 
W ) aurtM M l u ,aB mrfti il r MMy- 
rina (Rus) bt L Woodroffe (Surrey) 6-3 0-6 
6-2; C Coombs (Kent) bt C Stringer 
(Oaon) 7-6 1-6 7-5; S Gnegg (Yorks) bt J 
White (Dorset) 6-3 6-2; K warne- Holland 
(Dorset) btL Naqushbanca (Essex) 6-3 6-1. 
SenU-ftaal: Marfina bt Coombs 6-0 6-3. 

WEIGHTLIFTING 

Johnny Nguyen, the Australian 
Olympic Games welghcliftec has re- 
ceived a two-year Ban for testing 
positive to the steroid stanozoloL The 
ban, backdated to 2 September 
1 996. was imposed automatically by 

the Australian Weightlifting Feder- 
ation and the Australian Olympic 
Committee after Nguyen chose not 
to request a hearing at the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport. Nguyen, 23. 
competed at the Atlanta Olympics 
and was fourth in the 56kg class at 
last year's Commonwealth Games. 


BOXING 


by wyn Griffiths 

policeman for 17 years, does not 
expect to ruin Jones' birthday 
celebration. He has fought only 
22 times in a professional 
career that began in 1992 and 
there has been criticism of his 
No 1 ranking. 

Jones, who often fought in 
Pensacola early in a career 
that began in 1989, will be 
appearing in his third cham- 
pionship bout in his home- 
town. In 1995, he defended the 
International Boxing Federa- 
tion super-middleweight title 


by stopping Antoine Byrd in 
the first round and Tony Thor- 
ton in the third. 

Birmingham's Anthony 
Maynard has been forced to 
withdraw from his all-British 
European lightweight title fight 
with Billy Schwer in London on 
16 January. 

The 26-year-old Maynard, the 
Midlands Area champion, was 
due to meet defending champi- 
on Schwer at the York Hall, 
Bethnal Green, but he has dis- 
located his shoulder in training. 

Maynard's trainer, Pat 
Cowdell, sakL “There is no way 
he can fight until the problem 
is sorted out” 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The arrests so far 
in a basketball 
conspiracy and 
bribery scandal in 
Arizona. The latest 
man charged is 
Vincent Basso, the 
son of a Chicago 
mob associate. 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCouer Direct 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment Slopes (cm) 

Lwr Upr 

Last 

snow 

Temp Forecast 

Armsal 100% 

AUSTRIA 

Great on upper runs 90 

100 

8.1 

• lCLt raln/snow 

Haus 95% 

Good higher up 40 

60 

8.1 

2C Colder 

Kapnm 100% 

BULGARIA 

300m on glacier 15 

70 

8.1 

-3C Unsettled 

Borovets —.100% 
CANADA 

Snow wet 30 

45 

3.1 

3C Mild, bright 

Lake Louise 1 00% 
FRANCE 

Fresh powder 100 

122 

6.1 

-4C Light snow 

Chamonix .... 80% 

Better at all levels 50 

130 

8.1 

•2C Changeable 

Us Deux Apes 75% 
FTA1Y 

Lower runs better 40 

150 

0.1 

-4C Changeable 

BormJo 30% 

Open above 2000 20 

110 

8.1 

-1C Changeable 

Madesimo.... 50% 
NORWAY 

Wjlle di Ld good 10 

120 

2.1 

-1C Changeable 

HemsedaJ 60% 

SWITZERLAND 

Contfldoro improved 50 

60 

3.1 

-1C Cloudy 

Iferbier 95% 

UNITED STATES 

Fresh snow 10 

65 

8.1 

2C Cloudy 

Copper Mtn_ .55% 

Fresh snow 115 

115 

ai 

-14C Humes 

Information supplied by Ski Hpflme 


SKI HOTLINE 


Derailed independent snow and 
weather reports from 1 80 resorts 

Hirst, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 00 843 
(the fax lists codes for 1 80 re- 
sorts) 

To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 + code 

For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 59 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed four-page summary of 
conditions in 180 resorts 
Fax 0906 55 00 601 


Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 
Calls to 0901 cost 60p per min. 0906 cost £1 per min. 0070 calls are standard national rate. 


\A 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered, 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU'RE COVERED 

vnmwoddeovwoam The report ad 













The Sweeper 


by Clive white and nick Harris 





Keegan back on 
Tyne for big night 


A RECENT neck opera- 
i tion permitting, Kevin 

. , ™ J Keegan will keep his 
promise made shortly 
after his resignation from 
Newcastle United two years ago 
that he would only ever return to St 
James’ Park for Peter Beardsley’s 
testimonial, when he turns out for 
his former team-mate's big night 
against Celtic on 27 January. So, too, 
interestingly, will Keegan's succes- 
sors on Tyneside, Kenny Dalglish 
(similarly riiwnnhantpH with the 
club) and possibly Ruud Gullit 
Included in a truly star-studded 
Newcastle XI will be former 
favourites Paul Gascoigne, Chris 
Waddle and Andy Cole, who was the 
first to accept the ofier to play from 
Beardley’s testimonial committee. 
They win be joined by Geordies 
Steve Bruce and Steve Stone, who 
will fulfil life-long ambitions when 
they pull on the black and white 
stripes, while Lee Clark has been 
given permission to appear 24 hours 
after Sunderland's Worthington Cup 
semi-final first leg against Ldcester 
Beardsley, who scored on his 
debut for Hartlepool last week, is 
guaranteed a 36,000 sell-out Tick- 
ets go on sale next week. 

UHLSPORT. THE Ger- 
\ man sportswear com- 
* W J pany, would appear to 


be working hand in 
glove with the Indian 
restaurant in Stockport which gives 
Carlo Nash a free curry every time 
he keeps a clean sheet The former 
Crystal Palace goalkeeper has been 
signed up to promote the company’s 
gloves which are called - would you 
believe it - Uhlsport Windbreaker. 
A former part-time model, the 
Clitheroe kid, all 6ft 5 in and 14st of 
him, naturally needs a bit of space 
to relax and unwind after games on 
the team bus home, but with four 
consecutive dean sheets - not to 
mention four free curries - behind 
him his size may not be the only 
reason for that 

; A FILM to be made about 

L+\ the life of George Best 
v ^ J hit a snag when the 
director wanted to re- 
enact the Irish legend’s 
six-goal haul for Manchester Unit- 
ed in an FA Cup tie at Northampton 
in 1970 simply because the County 
Ground no longer exists. The Cob- 
blers left their old stadium to move 


to their present home, at Sixfields 
Stadium, six years ago. So instead 
the producers have asked Ar- 
rington Town, of the North Western 
Trains League, if they can use their 
Cantilever Park stadium for the 
scene since it bears a striking 
resemblance to the County Ground 
“A were delighted to help out," said 
spokesman Colin Serjenl “It is a 
proudboastthat CkmtiteverPariEwfll 
be used forafilm about George Best, 
and ironic given that our ground was. 
not considered good enough for the 
North Astern Hams League ffirst 
Division last season.” 


Touching White Hare Lane tribute 
to an ex-Spuns hero 

^ Whoa Teddy, Teddy. 
Teddy, Teddy, Teddy, 
Teddy, Shc-d ng^ ham. 

jj rtuR flenC co Man iicd; " 
ynrf you won sod a.lf! JJ, 


j TuntMg g ^iHSrt Lane Traditional \ 

® WHILE THE English and 

Scottish were running 
their socks off as usual 
over Christmas and the 
New Year, three young 
Manchester United exports had 
their first taste of how much of the 
rest of Europe spends the festive pe- 
riod, that is, with its feet up. Danny 
Higginbotham, Ronnie Wallwork 
and Jamie Wood are back in Man- 
chester enjoying a month’s rest as 
the Belgian season takes its winter 
break, enabling players to rest and 
recuperate, even undergo minor 
surgery. All three play for United’s 
new nursery dub, Royal Antwerp, 
whose 18-man squad includes play- 
ers from 13 countries. Antwerp are 
fifth in the league, which reopens 
today week, five points behind lead- 
ers KV Mechelen after taking 22 
points from 24. If nothing else, 
British clubs' activity has given the 
Belgian press something to report 
One headline over Christmas read 
incredulously: “Thqy played on Sat- 
urday and they play again on 
Monday!” 


® WELL, THEY had to dry 
up some time. It is now 
exactly a year since Ian 
Rush, one of the most 
. prolific goalscorers of the 
modern game and now player- 
coach of Wrexham, last scored a 
goal of any description and two 
years since he last scored a League 
goal. Rush, 37, has not scored since 
he bundled home the winner for 
Newcastle United at Everton in 
Last season’s FA Cup third round - 
his 43rd goal in the competition, a 
post-war record. And his test 
League goal was for Leeds United 
two years ago on Monday when he 
scored twice in a 3-1 win against 
Leicester So if he should score in 
a Wrexham win at Reading today, I 
suppose the Second Division dub 
could claim never to have lost a 
game in which Rush has scored. 

® LIKE HIS Liverpool 
“t w in" John Aldridge, 
Rush doubtless knows 
a goalscorer when he 
sees one. Feeling rightty 
chuffed on Boxing Day after his 
third victory over Sunderland since 
turning to management at Tkan- 
mere, Aldo was somewhat irked to 
hear GaiyMegson, of First Division 
rivals Stockport, bemoaning his lot 
after spending £900,000 this season 
on one player; Ian Moore. “That’s 
the sort of luxury I simply cant 
afford; I’d be looking to bring in per- 
haps three players far that kind of 
money,” said the Irishman, whose 
financial constraints at Prenton 
Park are well known, adding: “And 
I wouldn’t term Ian Moore a prolific 
goalscorer” 

® QUITE Afew clubs would 
do well to follow the lead 
of Billy Davies, the 
Motherwell manager; 
who has introduced a 
novel idea of fining players who give 
banal quotes to newspapers. It all 
goes into a kitty and once a month 
tiie entire squad get taken out for a 
Chinese meaL After his depressing 
Httw at Goodison Park, it has cer- 
tainty cheered up Davies' on-loan 
hrother-in-tew John Spencer; who is 
hoping for a permanent move soon 
Players who get sent off also have to 
stump up manqy “It costs about £300 
or £400,” said Spencer; “and Td like 
to say that Ita realty fookmgfarward 
to eating trig Shaun Teale’s wages in 
a couple of weeks' time.” 


AS YOU WERE 



WHAT ON earth are Liverpool coming to? Take 
a look at the youthfiil, handsome faces of some 
of the dub's key players of the late 1970s and 
early *80s (top row, left to right, Phil Neal, Phil 
Thompson, Graham Souness and Terry Mc- 
Dermott). Not for them the Spice Boy antics 
that current Reds allegedly get themselves 
involved in. Not for them to perform marvels 
one day and play fike a bunch oflosers the next 


Not for them to think they deserve £11 0,000 or 
£35,000 per week and still not sign new con- 
tracts, as Steve McManaman and Robbie 
Fowler have recently reported to have done. 
Oh no. The boys from the glory years wanted 
notiungmore than topullonlhe Liverpool shirt 
and play for their dub. Bonuses meant noth- 
ing more than a bottle of hair conditioner to 
keep the perm in shape and everyone was 


happy And who can say that it (fid them any 
harm? As the current pictures show, the Old 
Boys these days (bottom nowHook as happy 
and healthy as ever; and have all achieved huge 
success (welL. a kind of success) in manage- 
ment or coaiiiDg positions at Manchester CSy, 
in the England camp, in Portugal at Newcastle, 
among other places -and possibly at the bar- 
ber shop, too. 


The price is right 


OUR FA CUP (fid not 
| T \ exactly runneth over 
f W. 1 test week, but Man- 
Chester United duty 
dispatched Middles- 
brough and all five of our FA Cup 
ante-post portfolio - Aston Villa, 
Tottenham, West Ham, Leicester 
and Southampton -are still in the 
hunt, so we are still on our way to 
Wembley and the pay window. 
Coventry to beat hapless Not- 
tingham Forest, perennial draw 


merchants Everton to be held by 
Leicester; and Middlesbrough to 
draw with Aston Villa mates an 
attractive Saturday treble while 
Manchester United, who re- 
turned to form against Boro last 
Sunday, can hammer West Ham 
at Old TiuEfard tomorrow. Bologna 
can hold Sampdoria to a draw in 
Genoa, while Aston Villa, at 7-1, 
look a must addition to Arsenal (£3 
at 5-1 - now 4-1 recently) in our 
Premiership portfolio. 


■ UBERO WAGERS 

(£2 treble with Stanley): C ov en t r y to 
beat Nottingham Forest (8-11); Ever- 
ton to draw with Leicester (11-5): 
Middlesbrough to draw with Aston Villa 
(9-4). 

■ SUNDAY SKY MATCH 
Manchester United v West Ham 
Manchester United (£3.50 to win. 4-7, 
Ladbrokes). 


■ SUNDAY 04 UAL1AN JOB 
Sampdorfe v Bologna 

Draw (£2.50. 2-1. Coral ft Tote). 

■ PREMIERSHIP PORTFOLIO 
Aston Vffla (£2 to win, 7-1 .Coral STbte). 
ORIGINAL BANK: £100. 

CURREOTOT 

TODAY’S BETS: £10.90 (including 
£0.90 tax paid on). 


WHERE IN THE WORLD? 


ENGLISH CLUBS are certainly leading the way in 
Europe, but onty Chelsea are doing so for positive 
reasons. Signor Vialh's team’s run of 19 unbeaten 
League games is up (here with the best on the Con- 
tinent, but for Charlton - challenging Doxa 
Katokopia of Cyprus for the title of most succes- 
sive defeats - and Nottingham Fbrest (leading the 
“since last win” table), the situation Looks some- 
what gloomier 

UNBEATEN RUNS 

1 AW Stockholm (Sweden) 19 

2 Chelsea (England) 19 

3 OMBc Belgrade (Yugoslavia) - 17 

4 Parttzan Belgrade (Yugoslavia) ...17 

5 Sparta Prague (Czech BepubKc) — 15 

SUCCESSIVE DEFEATS 

1 Dona Katokopia (Cyprus) 9 

2 Charlton Athletic (England) —7 

3 Unfrcrsltatea au) (Romania} ... 6 

4 PanlHakos Pbgos (Greece) 5 

5 ZhenKtanzhlna Sodd (Russia) —5 

5INCE LAST WIN 

1 Nottingham Forest (England) 17 

2 Jaro Jakobstad (Rnlaod) 1 5 

3 Itortrfjk (Belgium) 15 

4 Bthnlfcos Pfraeos ( G reece) It 

5 Lokomotiv P1 oh9v (Bulgaria) 14 


MY TEAM 



ED STEWART 

Everton 

DJ on Radio 2 

*Tve been an Everton supporter for 50 years and it’s 
tunny how defeats stick in the mind. My first match 
was Evertorfs 6-0 defeat at Chelsea. Then there was 
the 1(M defeat at Spurs. By far the most important 
gamp ever was last season’s final matoh against 
Coventry when we just avoided relegation. I’ve met 
some of the old greats like Brian Labone and the man- 
ager Harry Catterick. In the earty digs of Radio l 
we had a keep-fit competition and I was weighed in 
the Goodison dressing-roam. I remember knocking 
myself out on the pirate ship Radio London when 
Everfrm scored the winner in the 1966 FA Cup final” 


IN T’NET 

Hound on the Web: “Fbotie ftm” products. 
ANDREW ENDLAR, the man behind this site, was 
a chemical manufacturer by trade when asked to 
develop a device for maintaining the freshness of 
hikers' boots. Through some bizarre logic, this 
invention led to deagtdnga range of branded goods, 
mostly confectionery for football dubs to sell The 
site gives details of the alliterative products on offer 
“The Scottish clubs in particular are going crazy 
for it,” said Mr Endlar of his main chocolate line, 
Foofcie FbotbaDs. “What we want for future prod- 
ucts is to keep the alliteration going,” he added. 
Footle Frogs (chocolate bars in the shape of frogs, 
wrapped in dub colours) and Fbotie Frisbees are 
the next innovations to be developed. 
http://freespoce. virgirLnetJandTew.endlar/cur- 
renthtm 

Seen But not 
Bought 

DO OLDHAM players have especially stinky feet? 
Why else would they be the first dub to have their 
own branded Fbotie Fresh? “A very s mall, pump- 
action air-freshener for football boots,” is how the 
makers (see above) describe these must-have Hems. 
At £1.99, who could turn their noses up? 


They’re Not 
All Dennis 
Bergkamp 


Unsung foreign 
legionnaires No 21 
DIRK LEHMANN: The 
27-year-old German was a 
centre-back when he played in 
his home country for Energie 
Cottbus but can now be found 
filling the role of striker for 
FUIham after moving last 
summer for £30,000. Lehmann 
started his career with 
Atenannia Aachen, moved on to 
FC Cologne, and played for 
Belgian sides Uerse SKand 
KWD Molenbeek before the 
grand step up to Mr A1 Fhyetfs 
Cottagers. Known 
affectionately as “pom star” 
due to his pencil moustache 
and stylishly-coiffured blond 
hair; Dirk has scored five 
times in some 20 games so far 
since his move. 



4? 



Hale and Pace fall at the first but finish in front 


‘t. V-’=h 


hale and pace come pretty low down 
the comedy food chain, swilling about in 
the primeval pool with the single-celled 
organisms, the Starrs, Davidsons and 
Barrymores. Still, you have to admire their 
raw, naked courage in setting themselves 
up as racing commentators inJobsjbrthe 
Boys CBBCl, Wednesday). 

Martin Hopkins, a Grandstand pro- 
ducer; wants them to have no illusions. 
“Absolute horror;” he says, when they ask 
him his reaction to the idea. “You're 
going to have to prove you can get away 
with it before we'd let you anywhere near 
a live race. All I can say is good luck - but 
you haven’t a prayer.” 

After some not-terribty-helpful advice 
from Peter Alliss, they meet Ian Bartlett, 
the SIS commentator; who gives them each 
a six-furlong race to calL JohnMcCririck, 
who is going to assess them, is as opti- 
mistic as Hopkins. “They have absolutely 
no chance at all,” he says. “If they can call 



CHRIS 

MAUME 

SPORT 
ON TV 


the winner; it’s their fortune. Fm hoping 
for a blanket finish.” 

It is a (fastening experience for them 
both, though Hale (the one with the facial 
bait; by the way) is particularly bad. 
adrift on a sea of embarrassing silences. 
Worse, they have to suffer a dressing down 
from McCririck. “It was embarrassingly 
inept!” he roars. “I' was cringing listening 
to it! A blind baboon could have done bet- 
ter than that!” 

In search of more advice, they visit 


Thruxton to see Murray Walker who 
recalls the BBC experience in which they 
had commentators swap jobs. He was p^ 1 - 
feetty suited to horse racing, but given the 
choice, he says, he would have done the 
snooker; and he gives Hale and Pace a 
sample: “ And D avis has drawn the cue 
back - and H E’S SLAMMED THE BALL 
INTO THE FAR CORNER!" 

Over in France at the Wbrld Cup, John 
Motson has some sound advice. “You’ve 
got to leave yourself room to go one 
octave higher;” he tells them. You have to 
give the right amount of information, 
“butbeawareoftbemonitor-you'vegot 
to caption the picture.” 

Thor first public test is at the dogs, 
where racing commentators are often 
blooded. They are at Wimbledon, where 
BastEnders’ Wentty Richards marks then- 
cards. 

“There are people up there looking to 
pay their next six months' mortgage with 


their winnings - so if you make a cock-up, 
you’d better start running.” 

They take a race each, and under the 
easier conditions -toe dogs are mimbered 
one to six; with the same colour every time 
for each lane - they pass muster Hale 
doing especially well to conquer his pre- 
race terrors. “I feel tike pulling out my 
tongue and ironing it, it’s so knotted,” he 
says beforehand, while afterwards, he is 
relieved to note; there are “no tynchings”. 

After a trip to Wimbledon for the ten- 
nis, ^ where a dry run under the gaze of Sue 
Barker and Pat Cash, is encouraging, they 
practise at Folkestone for their Grand- 
stand audition. Their lad: of racing knowl- 
edge is letting them down, Bartlett tells 
than, but it Is not just that Hale is wor- 
. ried, and rightty so, because he just has not 
got It - that sense of assurance, of being 
In control, of being both orade and fan. 

“We don’t employ second-rate profes- 
sionals,” Dave Gordon, Grandstand’s 


executive etfitoi; warned them on audition 
day at Newbury a wonder if the entire 
team had been asked to play hardball, 
because they are deeply sniffy about the 
whole venture). 

Hale is feeble, while Face is not a great 
deal better -“We could feel the ship sink- 
ing under us” - though he wins the pro- 
ducer’s round with a rousing finish. 

Three months later; at Aintree, they get 
their chance. Pace gets the main gi g, with 
Hale in the paddock. “Tfense? Am I tense? 
No. It’s much worse than that” says 
Hale, so Pace must be truly terrified. 
Indeed, the pair look like it is two minutes 
before suiMip on the morning of their very 
public execution. 

In fact it all falls wonderfully into place. 

Hale has done his homework on the hors- 
es, and he is relaxed and fluid, recount- 
ing a nice anecdote about one of the 
runners, who travels with a pony to calm 
it down. “He’s telling a story - that’s just 


yrtiat he should be doing,” says Glare Bald- 
25 watches UP at Ascot with 
Peter O’ Sullevan. Race starts slowtyalit- 
tle solemn, but confident, bufldhjg it np 
nicety, spotting a couple of fellers, and call- 
ing the end of the race perfectly. “Vterv 
impressed,” says Dave Gordon. “I drove 
away frwn Newbury thinking they’d never 
ev ®*‘ But they've surprised me." 
*-r£?*» H 5 e J lailds ov&r to Steve Rider - 
“That’stfae first professional hand-over far 
^three years,” Rider says - there is 
and jubilation in the 
Grandstand control room, while Pace is 
“ 5"** no duubt already suffering fromj 
post-traumatic stress syndrome. Tni? 

£. at again ’” ^ Hale. 

ls left to Pace, looking 
SkSf? 5 " Scream " v^Bartlett 
Sjy™ he can do the next race as welL 
SOt away ' with ft. Now why don’t 
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FOOTBALL/29 


iMsLaw changes and action replays have proved effective in stimulating more imaginative and attacking play 

o holding back regenerated game 




■■ 


r 


t , RICHARD 
7 WILLIAMS 


ON THE surface, «■ not ve^f far 
below it, this whole business 
about shirts and elbows is to do 
with ArsOne Wenger's boys get- 
ting their comeuppance. The 
Frenchman may have 
improved the dietary habits, 
training routines and general 
intellectual tone of a traditional 
English football dub en route 
to the Double, but his Arsenal 
players are still the aggressive, 
rancorous mob that they were 
under George Graham. Or so 
the argument goes. A bit flirther 
behind the h eadlin es, however; 
lies a much more interesting 
story. 

When Patrick Vieira throws 
his arm back at the harrying 
Neil Redfeam of Charlton, or 
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j^Ryan Kidd of Preston goes 
; ^ down in a heap in the penalty 
j area after an exchange with 
fhbian Caballero, we are see- 
ing something that may be not 
so much to do with individuals 
following a team's code of be- 


in the old days, a 
defender would hack 
down a forward and 
leave him lying there, 
in no position to react 


/faviouc or with foreign players 
importing alien habits, as with 
an involuntary response to the 
tactical evolution of the world- 
wide game. 

Think about it The tackle 
from behind has been out- 
lawed. Tackling from the side, 
by a defender manoeuvring 
himself abreast of a forward, is 
rendered vastly more haz- 
ardous by the likelihood that 
referees, observing fife’s 
instruction to punish &e slight- 
est hint of illegitimate physical 
contact, will reward a mis- 
timed effort with a yellow card 
- or even, if the offence takes 
{dace on the last line of defence, 
an expulsion. And the speed of 
the modern forward com- 
pounds the defender’s problem. 

But defenders are there to 
^fend. They have to come up 
wfth answers. And one solution, 
in a dose^quarter contest, is a 
tug of the shirt, or an arm 
across the chest Spectators 
hate it perhaps because it 
looks like something any of us 
could do. Unlike a harsh tackle, 
even of the Norman Hunter 
variety it has nothing to do with 
skill. Forward and midfield 
artists hate it even more. 


TODAY 


FOOTBALL . 

3.0 unless stated 
m CARLINS PREMIERSHIP 

1 Arsenal v Liverpool (aD acker! — - 

2 Blackburn v Leeds 

3 Coventry v Nottingham Forest 

4 Everton v Leicester 

5 Middlesbrough' v Aston Villa 

6 Newcastle v Chelsea 

7 Sheffield Wed v Tottenham 

^Southampton v Charlton - 

Uk/imbledon v Derby 

MAnOMmDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

nnsi division 

10 Blrmlngharn v f\XT Vale ..._ 

11 Crewe v Norwich (att ticket) 

12 Huddersfield v Bury - 

13 Ipswich v Grimsby - — 

1 A Oxford Utd v Bristol City - 

15 GfW v Sunderland 

1G Stockport v Bradford - 

17 5urindon v Sheffield Utd — 

18 Warfoid v Portsmouth «... 

19 West BromwIdJ v Barnsley 

SECOND DIVISION 

20 Blackpool v Manchester Cry (12.0J 

(attacker) 

21 Bristol Rouen v Burnley 

22 Chesterfield v Cotchescer - 

23 ftjfliam v MacdesfteM ...... — 

2 k Lincoln dry v Bournemouth 

25 Luton v Wycombe 

26 MlllwaU v Wigan — 

27 Notes County v Oldham 

26 Reading v Wrexham — 

29 Stoke v Northampton — ...... 

30 Walsall v GUHngham 

31 Writ v Preston . 

THIRD DIVISION 

32 eam« vDarOngcon — 

33 Brighton v Carlisle 

3* Cambridge Utd v Torquay 

35 Cardiff v Hartlepool .. — - 

36 Exeter v Swansea 

37 Halite v Peterborough - 

38 HuB* Rotherham — 

39 Leyton Orient v Chester 

Mansfield • Brentford. 

Rochdale v Plymouth — — — — 

Somtfwrpe v Shrewsbury - 

Southend v Scarboroug h — — - 

FOOTBALL CONFEREES 

Barrow v Rushden 6 Diamonds 

Doncaster v Cheltenham. 

Famborough V Stevenage 

Hfceferd - 

lafcrring v Morecambe — - 

KJfcnwnster v Leek T0w*~ 

SoumportvVttwU 

WfordvWokn\g - 

WeTCng v Forest Green 

THMttrrrS SCOTTISH CUP 
SECOND BOUHO 

Queen of die South v Rori County 

Queen's Park vOachnacuddui ^ 

SECOND-ROUND REPLAYS 

Brechin v Keith - — 

East FWe v Forfar (1-151,; 

Srenhousemulr v Whitefim •— 



The art of shirt-pulling, demonstrated here by Blackburn's Stephane Henchoz and Danny Cadamarteri of Everton, is not simply a modern phenomenon 


Empics 


Unfortunately for them, they 
are in a position to do some- 
thing about it 
In the old days, a defender 
would hade down a forward and 
leave him lying on the ground, 
in no position to react with 
anything other than a shout of 
rage or pain. But a forward 
impeded by a hand or an arm 
applied to the upper body re- 
tains the capacity for physical 
response. And since the for- 
ward is reacting instinctively to 
a perceived injustice, he may 
not feel constrained to remain 
within the rules himspif- 
“If someone gets hold of 
you," Howard Wilkinson, the 
Fbotball Association's technical 
director, said this week, “the 
only way to get free is to use 
your arms and elbows. You've 
only got to watch a boxer in a 
clinch to see that What can be 
a movement to break away can 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

M Ahrine v Greenock Morton 

*1 Clydebank v Ayr 

42 Ralrir * Fjlkirk - 

43 Sr Mirren v Hibernian - 

44 Stranraer v HarnBron 

SECOND DIVISION 

45 Forfar v Clyde...- Po M ponnd 

46 Inverness CT v AibroaBi 

47 Livingston v East Fife --Postpoond 

48 Parock v Alloa 

49 Stirling v Queen of tile South 
Postponed 

THIRD DIVISION 

East Stirling v Dumbarton 

Montrose vAfinon 

FRIENDLY MATCH: Berwick v Hearts XI 

(2.0). 

m CARLSBERG VASE Fourth room*! 
Ash v Tiverton; Bedford Town v Wfroxham; 
Bcdbngton Terriers v Banstead (1.0): 


look like striking out" He 
paused, then added: “And those 
predisposed to striking out will 
see it as a bit of an excuse." 

Not everyone sees it as an 
urgent new problem. “It was 
always there," Roy McFbrland, 
the distinguished former Eng- 
land centre-bad; told zna “But 
now; thanks to television, you 
see things you didn't see before. 
The technology has unproved 
the spectators' position, if you 
like.” 

But McEsriand, now man- 
aging Cambridge United, 
agreed that the defender’s job 
has become much more 
demanding. “They have to be 
100 per cent right when they're 
trying to make a tackle, rather 
than just 60 or 70 per cent right 
So maybe they're trying to get 
themselves into the right 
position, and tu gging or p ulling 
to get there. In my day it didn't 


matter so much. If we couldn’t 
manage to intercept the ball, 
we could still go in from behind 
and kick the forward. Oh yes, 
make no mistake about that 
We got away with murder" 
The suggestion that shirts 
were always tugged finds a 
supporter in Ray Wilkins. “You 
just see it more clearly now," 
the former England midfielder 
said, “especially in the Pre- 
mier League, where TV exam- 
ines every incident from so 
many different angles. Most of 
the time you’ll find that both 
parties are doing the tugging or 
shoving." Yfet today’s defenders, 
he continued, are “petrified to 
hit anybody from the side or 
from the back- the good thing 
is that they're now staying on 
their feet and not going to the 
ground, which is an aspect of 
their craft that should be high- 
lighted anyway." 


Fbr Howard Wilkinson, the 
change in the laws is forcing 
defenders to learn to apply 
greater skill and judgement “I 
think we’re moving into a peri- 
od where people are becoming 
very aware of that," he said. 
“What the new rule on tackling 
did was cause defenders to 
defend very deep rather than 
push up and get dose to their 
opponents. The analysis of the 
last World Cup supports that 
view. Instead of only having to 
make a decision about whether 
to get in front of the forward and 
pinch the ball or stay on their 
feet and tackle him, they’ve cho- 
sen to drop off and defend the 
18-yard line." 

The effect of this, he pointed 
out, is to reverse the trend of 
the 1970s and '80s, when the 
game became artificially com- 
pressed in midfiekL “The game 
has got very stretched again," 


he said. “It’s become much 
more difficult for coaches to 
compress the game." 

It is also more demanding on 
the players. “You can’t go out 
with just a general pressing 
game. You have decide, are we 
going to press early? If we 
aren’t, when are we going to 
press? So the responsibility 
has gone much more back to 
the players. Defenders have to 
be mere able to make decisions, 
and their choices have to be 
mudi more educated. It's the 
whole business erf when to tack- 
le and where. ‘Can I get along- 
side, can I get in front, can I get 
my foot across?’ Individual 
defending is something people 
are going to be paying attention 
to, as much as to individual 
attacking" 

Roy McFhriand took up a 
point made recently by Joe 
Kinneax; the Wimbledon man- 


WEEKEND'S FIXTURE GUIDE AND POOLS CHECK 


Kldsgrove; 

Bemerton Heath: Harlow v Taunton: 
Lymtnston &. New Milton v Mowley. Old- 
bury v Workington: 5i Bt«*y v Dunsion 
FB: Sudbury wm v Northwood: Sutitiury 
Wanderer* v Go north: Warrington v 
Thame. Postponed: Wick v VduxhaH GM. 
RYIHAN LEAGUE Premier DMdon: 
Aylesbury v Enfield: Basingstoke * Hey- 
bridge: Bishop's 5to*tfwd v Harrow Bor- 
ouen: Bromley v CarshalW"; Chesham v 
SkSglu Dammam (i Ffedbridge v Dukrteft: 
Gravesend v Alderehor. Hampton * St 
Albans: Pur fleet Hendon: Sutton Utd v 
Bineriwy: Walton a Horsham v Borenam 
Wood. First Division: Barton Rover* v 
Braintree; Berkhamstedv St^n« Carney 
island v Grays; Croydon v Oxford I City: 
Hltchin v Wembley: Leatherhead v Mole- 
sey. Leyton Pennant V Romford; Uxbridge 


Regis;' 

Perw^Hertfont Hunger ford v WoWfifi- 
ham: Letehton v Hemd Hempstead: Wind- 
sor ft Eton v Bradawfi; WBiam v Horsham; 
Wh/enhoe v BarWng .Tbtd OfeUhiu Aue- 
lev v dap tom Croydon Athletic v Fuck- 
well Heath; Doridng v Cheshunp Egham 
Town u Corlnchlan-Casuala: Epsom & 
K v Lewes; Titour yv Ware 
ThurrodC Wngate 6 Rnddey v Wrigsbury 
imiBOttD LEAGUE Premier OMsknsz 
Bamtw Bridge v Bishop > Auckland-, BWti 
Spartans v Colwyn Bay: Cnortey v Emley. 
Sektey V Leigh RMJ: Gateshead v tan- 
oyterGuseley v Accrington SpnlM Hyde 
Uid v AWrmcham; Marine v Stalybridge: 
Runcorn v Whitby. Spennyrtioof v Galns- 
horoujjn: Worksop v WftraftwL Fine K- 
ttefaw Ashton v Burscough; Be! per v 
rvovtsden: Cowtfetnn vAJFreton; Eastwood 
%vvn v Nemer h&d Kendafc Groat Harwood 
v Matlock: Grama v Flbtton: Harrogate 
Town v Witton; Lincoln Utd v Parsley, 
SmcfcsbrWge PS v HucknaB: Traffert! v 
BroeJfordfiA; Whitley Bay v RaddlFfe 
Borough- 

DR MARTENS HAGUE PramMr Dhrf- 
tlorc Athemon# v Gtoucesten Burton 
Aitwn v Weymouth: Crawley v Halesowen: 
nnr£ hosier v Roth well: Grantham v 
Worcester. Crestey v Bromsgrove; Hast- 
ings v Boston Utd: Ilkeston v Nuneaton: 


King's tynn v Bath: Merthyr v Salisbury; 
lamworth v Cambridge Oty. Midland 
DMdon: Bedworth v Radng Warwick: 
Bkvwtch v Redditch; dnderford v BUston: 
OeveOon v Sutton Coidfielti; Wnddey Utd 
v ScaNord: Newport (Gwent) v Shepshed 
Dynamo: Paget Rangers v Wisbech; SoU- 
huU Borough v Stourbridge; Scamford v 
Blakenall; VS Rugby v Moor Green; We- 
ston-super-Mwe v Evesham Utd. South- 
ern Dhrislon: Baldock v Newport (loW): 
Chelmsford v Bash ley; Corby u Erich & 
Belvedere; Fleet v Cirencester: Folkestone 
Inwcu v Witney: Havant St WateriooviJIe 
v Biackley; Margate v Tonbridge; Raunds 
v Ashford: Sittingboume v>isher. St 
Leonards v Andover. Yate v Dan ford. 
WtNSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Pre- 
mier DMdon: Chatham v Sheppey: Erich 
v Beckenham; Favetsham v Canterbury; 
Hythe v Thamesmead: VCD Athletic v Cray: 
Whits table v Tunbridge Weds. 

UHLS PORT UNITED COUNTIES 
Loagne Premier Ptvlslom Boston vDes- 
borough: Ford Sports v Cogenhoe: Hot- 
beach v 5tot/oh}; Long Suchby v 
Eynesbury; Pot ton v Kemps con. St Neots 
v WeUlngborouglr. S 6 L Corby v Spald- 
ing: Woo cron v Blackstone: Yaxley v 
Northampton Spencer. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
Fine DMslom Broadbridge Heath v 
Hailsham; Burgess Hill v Rbigmer; East- 
bourne Town v Lltdehampton; Horsham 
YMCAvSelsey: Pagham v Hassocks; Salt- 
dean v Longney Sports: Shoretum v 
Chichester Whltehawk v East Preston. 
SCREWFIX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
DMctanr Baeftweil v BrUpxvr Bamsta- 

S : v Odd Down: Bristol Manor Farm « 
Idgwaten Caine v Keynsham; Elmore v 
Chippenham: Mangotsfleid v Paulron; 
Mdksham v BWeford: Westbury v Bt fi- 
ling ton; Vfcovil TR v Bishop Sutton. 
NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
Hrat DiaMeM Atherton Collieries v Boo- 
tle; Leek CSOB v Atherton LR; Nantwlch 
v Rosseodale; Newcastle Town v Hcficer 
Old Boys: Ramsboctomv Prescot Cables: 
Salford v Qoswp North End: SkeJmers- 
dale v Maine Road. 

NORTHERN COtMTES EAST LEAGUE 
Promtar DMdon: Eccleshfll vAnmChorpe 
Welfare; GteSwoghton Welfare v Brigg; 
Hal lam v SheffleioT LwersetUe v Ossete 
AJbiOfUWWftyMWvSetey: kfinh FerTtt^ 
v Pontefract Cols: Ossen Town v Thack- 
Jey;Pic*er»lgvBUi«reSaheleyMWvDe^ 
any. 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND 
ALLIANCE] Barwell v Knypersley VActo- 
rla: Bo Id mere Sc Michaels v Wednesfield: 
Kings Norton v Ctusetown; Oldbury v 
Brirignonh: fttisaJI VJHa v West Midlands 
PoOce: ReeestervSandwea Borough: Shif- 
nal v Halesowen Harriers: Stourpott 
Swifts v StopenNII: Stratford v Rushall 
Olympic WllWhafl v Penhore. 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE Ft rot 
DMskxc Tot con v Christchurch; Bourne- 
mouth « Cowes Sports: Brockenhunt v 
Thatcham: Downton v Money Fields; 
Gosport Borough v Easddgh: HamWe ASSC 
v East Cowes Wes; Portsmouth RN v BAT. 
JENSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 
DMalaai Bury Town v Wattnn; Dto v 
Soham: Ely v Lowestoft; Graat VStrmoutfi 
v Newmarket: Halstead v Fefixstowe Port 


6 Town: Hiscon v Fakenham; Stowmarket 
v MaMon: Warboys v Gorteston. 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE First dMsImk Billing ham Syn- 
tiwroa v Amrith; Chester-le-Street v Sea- 
ham Red Scar; Easing ton v Marske: 
Guisbo rough v Bllllngham Town. Jarrow 
Roofing v Shlldon: Morpeth v Consecr 
Newcastle Blue Star v Stockton: Tow Law 
v South Shields: West Auckland v Crook. 
THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP Third 
round: Sunderland v Bristol Oty. 
PRESS A JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE: Buckle Thrstle v Handy; Elgin 
Ory v Peterhead: Fort William v Ffaser- 
bugh; Lossiemouth v Brora Ranger*: Naim 
County v Deveronvale: Rothes v Forres 
Mechanics: Vflck Academy v Cove Rangers. 
SMIRNOFF HUSH LEAGUE Premier 
Division: Ballymena v Per tad own: 
aiftonville v Glentoran: Coleraine v Un- 
field: Crusaders » Newry. Glenavon v 
Omagn Town. First DMskm: Ards v Bal- 
lyclare; Carrick v Bangor. Dungannon v 
Lame: Llmavady v Distillery. 

LEAGUE OF WALES (2.30): Caersws v 
Hotyweit: Carmarthen Town v Cwmbran: 
Conwy v Barry Town: Haverfottiwest v Afan 
Udo: Rhayaow Town v Bangor Oty: TNS 
UansantFfraid v Newtown. 


RUGBY UNION 

3.0 unless stated 
EUROPEAN CUP SEMHWALS 

Cdcmlers v Perpignan U 45) 

Ulster vSrade FranraH (1.0) 

TETLEY'S BITTER CUP 
FOURTH ROUND 

Gloucester v Worcester 

Harlequins v Esher 

Leicester » Barking 

Moseley v lydney 

Newcastle v Bath (3 0) 

Nottingham a Exeter 

Rotherham v Leeds (2 tS) 

Sale • Northampton 

Sedgtey Parir v wasps (2 30) 

Waterloo v OrreB (1.4SJ 

JBMStWI NAhONAL LEAGUE TWO North 
(2301: Aspatria v Whitchurch, Nuneaton v 
New Brighton; Srourbridge v Preston 
GrasjhoppefS Walsall v HlneKey. Wlnnlng- 
ton Park v Uchfletd. Thie Soodu Cheltenham 
v Norwich (2-30). North Ublstum v Metro- 
politan Police (2.15). Ptymouth v tabard 
(2.30). Weston-super-Mare v Havant 
WELSH CHAL1B1GE TROPHY 
FOOL A 

Aberwon v Georgia (2.30) - 

POOLS 

UaneUI « Blue Bulb (5 JO) 


WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Hrtt DM- 
doa (230): Aberotlery v Tondu: Btackwood 
v Aumney: Dumont v Bonymaen: Uandavery 
v South Wbles FoBce. Maateg v Newbndge; 
Ponrypool v UWIC Tredegar it Cross Keys: 
Treorcny v Merthyr. 

ANGL04UELSH FRIENDLY 

Cardiff v Swansea |2.30j - 

TENNENT5 VELVET CUP Rlth round 
(1 30): Glasgow Hawks v Kelso; Haanck j 
Borougnmulr (3.0): Heriofs FP v Ftennsture: 
KKmamock vMus&dburgh; Langholm v Gaia: 
Preston Lodge v Peebles; siewartry v 
Kirkcaldy. WatsonLms v Melrose (2.0). 
TENKEHTS VSUIET BOWL Flru: rouwfc 
Hamilton AcaasvWnitecralgs |1.30) Sec- 
ond round (130): Cumbernauld « Dum- 
fries; Edinburgh LWv v tosiey Forrester FP 
v Duns: Highland v Gomock; Hilifoots v 
Moray: RAF Kin loss v Strachentfrick; Wig- 
townaibe v Corstorphne. 

TBWMNT5 VELVET SHIELD Second 
roond (130)i Annan v Ross Higli: Elerunck 
v Lenar; Glasgow Southern v Gordonuns: 
Irvine v Hawick Under: Jed-Forest v Dun- 
f er mU ne. Selkirk * Howe of Rre: St BosweOs 
v Glenrothes SthSne County vSteivarr's Met 
FR 

TENNENTS VELVET PREMIERSHIP 
Third DMsIm: East KKinde v Grangemouth 
( 2 . 0 ). 
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ago; that coaches have to teach 
defenders to intercept passes 
rather that make challenges. 
“That’s dead right In my day 
the better player would always 
be looking to intercept the baU, 
1 was lucky enough to play 
with Dave Mackay, Bobby 
Moore and Colin Todd, who 
were all exceptional readers of 
the game. What is the forward 
going to do with the ball? If you 
can read that accurately you 
can get in position to pinch the 
ball without having to make a 
tackle. That was the skill. And 
that side of it has to be so much 
better today, because defenders 
are worried about chasing for- 
wards.” 

When the opponent is a real 
speedster, an Overmars or an 
Owen, the problem is even 
more acute. “And in the Pre- 
mier League it isn't just 
isolated players with pace," 


AIB LEAGUE FIRST DIVISION 

Black rock College v Cion car I (2 30) 

Buccaneers v Sc Mary's (2 30| 

Garryowen v Cork Const luitiwi (2 30) . . 

Lansdowne v GafiriegVins (2.301 

SECOND DIV1510N (2.3SS): Bee live 
Rjiwere v CM Crescent; Dolptwi v HUnderere; 
OldBetvednevDLSP: Skerries v Rwtaoown. 

HOCKEY 

EHA CUP Fbni-tn round: Cannock v 
Harrogate (12.30;. 

SOUTH Pnunler: Oty of Pwcsnwutti v Old 
wnligimans: High Wvcombe v Old Cran- 
Hgnans; Purley Watcoumuns v Richmond. 
DTZ MIDLAND Premier: Edgbascon v 
Norm Srarfort, Hampcon-ln-Arden v Shrews- 
bury; fUwfca v Harbome; Nc-rrhampton 
Sams v Leek. Nottingham v North Notts: 
Caron fi West Warwick v Coventry & North 
Warwick 

prosier HOLIDAYS EAST Prem ie r: 
CottSwsier v Bedford Town: Crosryx ir Bish- 
op's Stortiord; Ipswich v Bluefuns: Peter- 
borough Town v Cambridge City. 

MIA INDOOR CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 
PreUmfMry rounds (12.20-5 OJ tat For- 
est Glades tC. ttlddermlnsrerl Bar ford 
Tigers. St Albans, Ease Grlnstead. Yeovil £- 
Sherborne. Hull. (11.30-7.0) (or Coclu 
Moor Woods. Birmingham). Lougntioiough 
Students. Firebrands. Southgate. Reading. 
Norton. Old Loughiornarts. 

BASKETBALL 
BUDVHEESER LEAGUE: Leicester Riders v 
Worthing Bears (7.30). 

UNI-BALL TROPHY Group A: Derby 
Storm v Thames Valley Tigers (7.30); Man- 
chester Giants v Chester Jea ( 1 0). 

ICE HOCKEY 

SERONDA SUPBUEAGUEi Nottingham 
Panthers v London Knights (7.0). 

OTHER SPORTS 
DARTS: Embassy World Champtonshlp 
(Lakeside Country Club. Fnmiey Green). 
SNOOKER: Qualifying For Regal Scottish. 
British Open. Wlbrtd OuTponsfrp (Norbreek 
Castle. Blackpool) 

TOMORROW 


FOOTBALL 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

Manchester Utd y West Ham (4.0) 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBAU LEAGUE 
FBtST DIVISION 

Ballon u Crystal Palace (1.0) — ... 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

nOBWUr MATCH: Hunslef v Bramtey (3.30) 

RUGBY UNION 

EUROPEAN SHIELD SCMHTNALS 

Bours«nvBr1ve(7.15) ■ 

Momferrand v ftoroonne (2. 1 S) 

TETLEY’S tHTTEK CUP 
FOURTH ROUND 

Bedford v Henley 

Bristol » London Itivn 

Kendal v London Scotttsh ( 2. 1 5) 

Money v Saracens 

Richmond v Newbury 

WCsr Hartlepool v Buckneii (2 30) 


McFarland said. “There's pace 
throughout every team. That 
means the game has opened 
out, it's more end to end. I’ve 
got three very quick forwards 
here at Cambridge, and I tell 
them that if they've got half a 
yard on a defender; to keep 
going." 

“Look at the pitches,” Ray 
Wilkins remarked. “They're 
bowling greens. There's no 
mud. Five or 10 years ago, half 
the pitches would have been 
mud patches at this time of 
year. And that's conducive to 
pace." 

These changes, and oth- 
ers, have put unprecedented 
demands on the ability of 
defenders to concentrate 
throughout a match. “You 
cant knock the ball back to the 
goalkeeper and take a 
breather any more," McFar- 
land pointed out “When you do 
pass back, you have to be 
looking for a return pass from 
the goalkeeper if he's under 
pressure. The ball’s in play the 
whole time. And allowing play- 
ers to come back from offside 
positions, that's made a big 
change, because you can't 
push up and catch forwards 
offside so easily." 

And to Lhose who value the 
game's creative arts, the 
changes have brought a further 
bonus. “You see a lot more 
freedom and space in the mid- 
dle of the park," Howard Wilkin- 
son pointed out, “and the 


'Individual defending 
is something people 
are going to pay as 
much attention to as 
indiindual attaching' 


players who've come into their 
own are people like Bergkamp 
and Zola and Zidane, who've 
exploited that space - people 
who can not only pass toe ball 
but run with itas weH The per- 
ception of toe midfield general 
has changed. You used to need 
someone who could put his 
foot on toe ball and calm the 
game down, but now he's not so 
much of a sitter and a sprayer. 
He’s playing further up toe 
field. Looking at players from 
toe past who would have ben- 
efited, you might think of 
Michel Platini And you have to 
wonder how good Kenny 
Dalglish would have been in 
this environment" 

It is. as Wilkinson observed, 
hard to find a genuinely ster- 
ile game these days. “It's mak- 
ing toe game more 
imaginative," Ray Wilkins 
agreed. McFarland was simi- 
larly optimistic. “Think of the 
way Wimbledon used to 
squeeze teams," he said “It 
was boring, negative and hard 
to play against And those days 
have gone." Seen in that light 
squabbles over who elbowed 
whom may be no more than a 
minor distraction. 


WELSH CHALLENGE TROPHY 
POOL A 

pwirvputid V Edinburgh Reivers |2.30) ... 

POOL B 

Ebtiw Vale v Glasgow Caledonians (2.30) 

Newport v Gah eng Falcons (2.30) 

AIB LEAGUE FIRST DIVISION 

Young Mittnier v Shannon (3.30) 

SECOND DIVISION (230): cad Wesley 
v GrvyMones: UCC « Sunday's Well. 

HOCKEY 

EHA CUP Fourth rmnd: Bcuxlcm v Lcugtv 
borougn Students 1 1 O) 

EHA INDOOR CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 
Preliminary rounds: 10-3 0 f at Forest 
Glades LC. tuOdcrmmstcr)-. 10 D - 5.01 (or 
Codes Moor Woods. Bummgthm). 
WOMEN'S EHA CUP Fourth round: 
BlackOurn Northern v Slough |2 0) rot Wil- 
ton Pork); DuftMdi u □ Aon Scottish Lift: (1 01 
fat Crystal haloed : FylTes Leicester v 
Sheffield (12.30); Higtuown v Sherwood 
(12.30). 

BASKETBALL 
BUDWEtSER LEAGUE: Chester Jets v 
Leicester Riders (5 301: EdOiUirgh Rocks v 
Manchesm Gums (5.0). 

SAINSBURVS CLASSIC COLA NATION- 
AL CUP Ftoafc Greater London Leopards v 
Sheffield Sharks £ 30) (at Sheffield Arena) 

ICE HOCKEY 

5EKONDA SUPEftlEAGUE; Ayr Scottish 
” gles v Cardiff Devtts (6.30): BradmeD Bees 
Joningnarti Panthers (6.0); NUndiesier 
Storm * Sheffield Steelers (6.0): Newcas- 
tle (BverUngs u London Knights (6. 30j. 

OTHER SPORTS 

DARTS: Embassy World Charmnonsfirp 
I Lakeside Country Club. Frimley Green). 
SNOOKER: Qualifying for Regal Scottish. 
Britfch Open. Wtorid Championship (NortvecJi 

Castie. Blackpool). 


THIS WEEK’S 
TRANSFERS 


FULL TRANSFERS 

Free iransfer or undhdosed fees 
un Jess noted 

Jermaine Petatanc ( forward ) Notts County 
to Anerol (Qm|: Frede Kmc (defender) 
unestrom (Non » Liverpool (£700,000 ru- 
ing 10 £2m): Fabian HHniajdefroder) De 
Gwfcchap (Me*) to Ipswich 1000.000); Pi 


(deferideri Crysoi PWace to 
Wanderers I £800.000). Stena Deccd (de- 
fender) Stoke Gey to Dundee: Leigh Jack- 
boon (forward) Wigan Athletic to Heart at 
MkHothian, Mark Rum (defender) Osers 
(Swe) to Oxford United 


LOANS 

. jo (forward) 

(Neth) lo Leeds litd; Martin Pringle (for- 

wartqBenflu (tor) to OiartmnAtNeSc; lands 

Saha (forwardl Part, St -Germain (Fr) to New- 
castle. 


TRIALS 

AJenmfa-Oaftmf (forward) AIK Stockholm 
to Sheffield Wecne M ay; Noraun Font imu- 
firlder) Barbados to Bristol Ory. 


















































by Glenn moore 


IN KEVIN KEEGAN’S heyday as 
the manager of Newcastle 
United the players trained in 
front of adoring crowds so large 
that a mohQe hot-dog van was in 
daily and profitable attendance. 
"Vfestenfcy, as Ruud GuM put the 
current squad through their 
paces, there were just 18 sup- 
porters in attendance. 

As a snapshot of the club's 
decline it was an eloquent pic- 
ture but also a false one. Given 
that United have won two of 
their last 11 League games, and 
that it was pouring with rain on 
Tyneside yesterday, it was 
amazing that anyone came to 
watch at alL That one lad did 
so wearing litfle but a white 
shirt and black trousers beg- 
gared belief. Bat then, as with 
so much to do with, the put- 
upon Magpies these days, not 
everything in black-and-white 
makes sense. 

The chaos in the boardroom 
is well documented. Already 
this season they have sacked 
Kenny Dalglish two games into 
a £15 m investment, then invit- 
ed back Freddie Shepherd and 
Douglas Halt the shamed 
directors, provoking the angry 
resignation of Denis Cassidy 
the club chairman 

In the dressing-room there 
is uncertainty, lb the players, 
according to Warren Barton, 
"The first thing Ruud told us 
was there was nothing wrong 


7 put Chelsea's team 
together. It is my 
vision, my ideas they 
are still practising. 

I am proud of that 1 


with the team. What was miss- 
ing was confidence” To the 
press he said: “I have inherited 
a relegation team.” 

Yesterday he continued his 
“mission’* to chang e that, in- 
troducing his third new si gning 

to training, Louis Saha, on loan Ruud Gullit, the Newcastle manager (right!, limbers up before taking his squad of players for a training session at the Riverside Complex in Chester-Ie-Street yesterday 
from the French side Metz. 


Peter Joy 


30/FQOTBALL 


THE INDEPENDENT 
c.m.wlav 9 Jammy 1999 


Pride is at stake for the Newcastle manager as former protege brings title-chasing Chelsea to St J ain ^ 

Past about to catch up 


Gullit, who took over at the end 
of August, also admitted an 
interest in Crystal Palace’s 
well-regarded young forward 
Matt Jansen and said it could 
take “ayear” to get the team he 
wants, five players have left 
and several more will follow, 
with tiie disaffected Alessandro 
Pistone and Dietmar Hamann 
likely to lead the exodus. 

In the stands there is simi- 
lar confusion. A crowd which 
has become, at times, tetchy 
and mutinous, reacted to last 
week’s early deficit in the FA 
Cup tie with Crystal Palace by 
roaring the team to victory. 
And on the horizon is the 
potential takeover of the club 
by NTL, a Hampshire -based 
media company involved in 
cable television. 

Today, Gullit's new team 
face his old one, Chelsea, at St 
James’ Park. Chelsea, who 
sacked Gullit in acrimonious 
circumstances in February, are 
second in the Premiership, 
Newcastle are 13th. Though 


Gullit spoke carefully of looking 
forward not back, he made it 
dear he felt it was his team 
chasing the title, not Gianhica 
Vialli’s. It bad been “easy” for 
his successor; he said, as “my” 
players, tactics and rotation 
system were all in place. 

“He has done exactly what I 
was trying to do, he tried to play 
4-3-3 and lost all his games and 
went back to my system,’’ Gul- 
lit added. “I also see he said 
rotation was a good idea. It is 
my vision, my ideas, they are 
still practising them. I put 
[Chelsea’s] team together; I 
am proud of that and the suc- 
cess they've had. Now they 
have to go fix' the title, that was 
my goal, anything else would be 
a loss." 

Gullits words are unlikely to 
soothe the atmosphere in the 
boardroom and dug-outs today 
but they do highlight the core 
difficulty in assessing the two 
dubs. Is Chelsea’s success a 
compliment to Gullit's team- 


building or due to Viallf s own 
tactical nous and man- 
management skills? Similarly, 
are Newcastle’s struggles 
down to Dalglish or Gullit -who 
inherited a squad containing 16 
internationals? 

At Chelsea, Vialli, crucially 
has introduced Marcel Desafl- 
ly and Albert Ferrer. He has 
also kept a largely settled 
defence. The team has subse- 
quent become much harder to 
beat Wauld this have happened 
under Gullit? At Newcastle the 
jury is still out on the Dutchman 
but there is an undercurrent of 
optimism. 

Mark Jensen, editor of The 
Mag, a long-established dub 
fanzine, believes the dub is pro- 
gressing. “I feel bringing Gul- 
lit in was a huge step forward," 
he said. “The players he 
brought in at Chelsea are the 
framework of their current 
team and I feel he'll do the 
same here: the board appears 
to have learned the lesson 


from the Dalglish reign that 
you have to buy quality. I hope 
once the takeover is sorted 
out and I suspect that it will go 
through, things will improve. It 
takes time - people have got to 
be realistic." 

At times him this it is worth 
reflecting on how far the dub 
has come. Without a champi- 
onship since 1927, or a trophy 
since 1969, they were flounder- 
ing in the old Second Division 
when Sir John HaH and his son, 
Douglas, persuaded Keegan to 
come back in early 1992. Had 
Newcastle not won their last two 
matches that season they would 
have been relegated instead of 
Plymouth Argyle. They were 
promoted to the Premiership 
the following season and, in the 
five years since, have finished 
third, sixth, second, second and 
13th, the latter being combined 
with a first FA Cup final ap- 
pearance since 1974. 

That is the rosy view. The 
other notes that Keegan, after 


spending £60m, blew the title in 
1995-96 while last year’s League 
performances were dull and 
the Cup final display abject 

Even so, to take the dedston 
to sack Dalglish so soon after 
giving him £15m to spend was 
rank mis-management and his 
replacement by Gullit has yet 
to be justified. Gullit’s big 
advantage, he freely admitted 
yesterday, is in the transfer 
market “Players want to play 
for me because of the success 
I have had," he said. “So far 
everyone I have approached 
wants to play for me." 

But signing personality man- 
agers, then giving them carte 
blanche in the transfer market, 
is an expensive way to run a 
dub and Newcastle desper- 
ately need turn to be success- 
ful With Middlesbrough and 
Sunderland booming they are 
in danger of becoming the 
region's third chib. 

Plans are underway to avoid 
(his dreaded prospect Though 


the takeover has worrying 
implications for the game in 
general - as with Manchester 
United and Sky -it ought to lead 
to an injection, of cash for Gul- 
lit This will ease the short-term 
burden created by the club’s 
bold response to the block on 
building a new stadium on 
Town Moor - they have em- 
barked on re-building St James’ 
Park to lift capadty to 51,000. 

However; Sir John Hall’s 
original concept of a Newcas- 
tle Sporting Club representing 
“the Geordie nation” on (he 
lines of Barcelona and Catalo- 
nia, has effectively been aban- 
doned. The Newcastle Falcons 
rugby union dub. Eagles bas- 
ketball dub, and Riverkings 
ice hockey dub continue but are 
increasingly divorced from the 
football organisation. 

Other expansion plans have 
also had mixed success, with 
both the academy fin: young 
players and the state-of-the-art 
training complex awaiting plan- 


ning permission. The young- 
sters should be able to move m 
soon but the first team’s new 
home is not much beyond the 
architect's drawing board! 
Meanwhile, they use borrowed 
facilities adjacent to Durham 
County Cricket Club’s impres- 
sive Chester-le-Street head- 
quarters. 

As a consequence, Gullit's 
press conference - which yes- 
terday attracted four televi- 
sion crews and various radio 
and written media - is held in 
the foyer of the local council's 
leisure complex, which shares 
the site. Thus, while Louis van 
Gaai holds court at' the Nou 
Camp under photographs of 
great Barcelona triumphs, and 
a picture gallery featuring 
every one of the dub’s many 
Spanish internationals, Gullit 
faces the media under signs 
directing visitors to the kitdien 
and the public toflets. 

None of this helps. When 
teams are stru gg ling these are 


tiie things players and coach- 
es complain about. Similarity 
fans are quicker to object to the 

Tikpg n filall anri£hephgr ri if tin* 

team are taring. 

“Everything relates to what 
happens on the pitch,” added 
Mark Jensen. “At Manchester 
United the off-field develop- 
ments like the takeover are just 
advenkm because the teamare 
still in tiie Champions’ League. 
People respond to success." 

How far away is this 
Newcastle? Gullit, preparing 1 ' 
tiie public for the worst, said 
yesterday. “I hope, in a yeat; 
this will be my team. I have just 
begun here, it is a big job. 
Chelsea are much further 
advanced than we are. They 
have been a long time togeth- 
er and have had success 
already. I do not have to prove 
anything in this match.” 

All the same, both he and 
Vialli would very much like to . 
win it, and not just for the sake ' 
of three points. 


Fowler’s Highbury stadium tour 


YOU CAN say what you like 
about the fixture computer, 
there is clearly a chip in there 
marked “mischievous sense of 
humour”. Most weeks it throws 
up at least one game with 
undertones but today it has sur- 
passed itself. The bytes are 
g rinnin g like a toothpaste 
advertisement 

Just a normal day? Think 
again. Robbie Fowler going to 
Arsenal is enough to keep one's 
wry muscles in focus but in 
addition Martin O’Neill is going 
to a club he turned down, David 
Pleat revisits Hfllsbonougb and 
Ron Atkinson's past and possi- 
ble fixture will meet at Highfield 
Road. Oh, and there is the mat- 
ter of Ruud Gullit playing host 
to Chelsea. 

That is enough coincidences 
to mabea detective novel totally 
implausible, but anything that 
can accommodate bizarre con- 
ceits such as the Nottingham 
Forest board, holidays for over- 
worked (sic) goalkeepers. 
£35,00 0-a-week wages and 
someone called the Football 
Association compliance officer 
is unlikely to have much grasp 
on reality. 

Certainly there is a sense of 
the surreal about Fowler’s 
position today. All week he has 
been denying reports linking 
him to Arsenal, so where does 
he get the chance to check out 
the facilities? That’s right: 
Highbury. Someone is frying to 
tell him something. 


By Guy Hodgson 

The emphasis was always 
going to be on strikers (and 
before Arsene Wenger's briefs 
get twiteby we are talking scor- 
ers not punchers), because Ar- 
senal have fewer goals than any 
other team in the top 10 and it 
is no secret they are searching 
for someone. Cue Fowler who, 
happily enough, has just bought 
a property in north London. 

To add a twist to the tale, 
Fowler is not guaranteed a 
place in Liverpool's starting 
tine-up today which goes to 
show what substitutes can cost 
these days. And it can be 
assumed a place on the bench 
is unlikely to help the contract 
talks at Anfield. 

Arsenal, meanwhile, wel- 


come Nicolas Anelka, who 
must wonder what the fuss is 
about considering he has 
scored 12 League goals with the 
absent Dennis Bergkamp. 
Whichever strike force pre- 
vails it will sully a run, be- 
cause both sides have three 
consecutive League victories. 
Liverpool, it should be re- 
membered, were tiie only team 
to complete the double over tiie 
Double-winners last season. 

While that will add spice at 
Highbury, the passions will 
need nothing at St James' Park 
where Newcastle versus 
Chelsea represents Gullit’s first 
meeting with the club that 
sacked him 11 months ago. 

At the time Chelsea’s chair- 
man, Ken Bates, showed typi- 
cal diplomacy by saying: “We 


are not prepared to pay a huge 
slice of our budget for a part- 
time playboy." It is probably 
safe to say that while his sup- 
porters cherish wins over Sun- 
derland, Gullit would prefer to 
crush second-placed Chelsea. 

The Londoners could go top, 
although it would involve their 
wincing at Newcastle ami Aston 
Villa drawing, or worse, at Mid- 
dlesbrough. A few weeks ago 
(he latter would have seemed 
likety but since Boro lost their 
14-month unbeaten home 
record to Liverpool they have 
had three consecutive defeats. 

At GootBson, Everton sup- 
porters can watch a side man- 
aged by (TNefll with the uneasy 
feeling that it might have been 
their own. He was the first 
choice as replacement for 


Sharpe may face Bologna for Platt 


SAMPDORIA.THE Genoan chib 
“supervised” by David Platt 
(he does not hold the requisite 
coaching qualification), host 
Bologna in tomorrow’s live 
Channel 4 game in Serie A. 
Platt, who signed Lee Sharpe 
on loan from Leeds on Tuesday, 
will be hoping for better luck 
than on Wednesday, when 
Samp lost 1-6 to Florentioa, the 
league leaders. 

That left Samp in 14th place, 
just two points outside the rel- 
egation zone. Sharpe is 
expected to make his debut, and 


ITALIAN FOOTBALL 


by ian Davies 


the striker Vincenzo Montella 
returns, but Samp will be with- 
out Ariel Ortega, their brilliant 
Argentinian playmaker, who is 
suspended, the Yugoslav 
Nenad Sakic, defender Moreno 
Manninj and striker Zoran 
Jovidc, who are all injured. 

Bologna dropped to eighth 
place following Wednesday’s 
1-0 home defeat to Lazio, but 
thatwasno disgrace as Rome’s 


big spenders promise to be 
one of the major players in the 
battle for the Scudetto. 
Bologna, who have conceded 
just 12 goals in 15 games, wfll 
be without the defenders 
Michele Paramatti and Gio- 
vanni Bia, the Brazilian mid- 
fielder Eriberto and the winger 

Carlo Nervo. However, 
Giuseppe Signori, their top 
scorer with seven goals, will 
lead the line. 

Other games; CagHarl v Roma: Em poll 
v Mian: nxen^v Parma: IncerruzionaJe 
v Venezia. Juventvs « Bari; Perugia v Udl- 
«tse; Vicenza v Saleminna, 


Howard Kendal l in the summer 
but when he preferred to stay at 
Leicester Whiter Smith was ap- 
pointed. While no one can knock 
the sense he brought with him 
from Glasgow some might tike 
a few frills too. In the home of 
the (FO draw; it goes without say- 
ing today’s game will be tight 

Which is not how you could 
describe Ttattenham, who arrive 
at Hillsborough fresh from a 5-3 
FA Cup wm over Watford, which 
you would think would be an 
anathema for George G raham 
Add four goals in the previous 
game to David Ginola's resur- 
gence and White Hart Lane is 
undergoing a culture-shock, as 
Scrooge undergoes his trans- 
formation into Happy Larry. 

Pleat, Tottenham's director 
of football, will also be entitled 
to a small smile himself when 
he goes back to the dub that 
sacked him last season. After 
all, he had bought and primed 
a time-bomb called Paulo Di 
Canio before he left 

Elsewhere, Southampton 
versus Charlton will not clarify 
the relegation issues, man- 
ageress FbrestwiD travel to fel- 
low stragglers Coventry and 
Brian Kidd's unbeaten r un as 
Blackburn manager will face its 
stiffest test against Leeds. 

Kidd, iff course, spent many 
years avoiding being No l, so 
who was named manager of the 
month yesterday? Not only the 
fixture computer has a sense of 
paradox. 


Wenger unimpressed 
by warning from FA 


ARSENE WENGER, tiie Arsenal 
manager insists he will retain 
his right to freedom of speech 
despite the warning he has re- 
ceived from the Football Asso- 
datiozfs“sleazefouster” after be 
called Neil Redfeam, the Chari- 
ton midfielder a cheat 
Wenger's remarks, which 
came after Patrick Vieira was 
sent off for an elbowing retali- 
ation that left Redfeam on the 
floor clutching his face during 
a Premiership dash 12 days 
ago, infuriated the Chariton 
manager; AJan Curfoishley, and 
started a war of words which is 
s till rumbling on. 

Graham Bean, the former 
police officer who recently start- 
ed work as the FA liaison offi- 
cer, contacted Wenger on 
Thursday with a dearmtfication 
that such comments run the 
risk of provoking a disrepute 
charge. However; Wenger re- 
sponded: “I don’t know how 
he'll stop me saying what I be- 
lieve -unless he puts mein jaiL" 
Wenger after watching a 
video of the Vieira sending-off 
incident, was adamant that 
Redfeam made the Arsenal 
player's offence look much 
worse than it was by going 
down with his hands held to his 
face, even though aqy contact 
was clearly made with his 
shoulder. Wenger said: “I was 


By tommy Staniforth 

asked my opinion about it and 
I said I believed Redfeam was 
a cheat on that occasion. If you 
ask me 50 more times I win say 
the same. I don’t know why I 
should change it But I have the 
greatest respect far Alan Cur- 
bishley and Chariton and do not 
feel I have attacked them." 

Curbishley defended Red- 
feam following Wenger’s com- 
ments but the Arsenal 
manager then pointed to sta- 
tistics showing the Chariton 
player had committed more 
fouls than anybody else in the 
Premiership this season. 

Manchester United are run- 
ning the risk of losing Denis 
Irwin for nothing because of a 
delay in contract talks. United’s 
Irish defender is free to leave 
Old Traffbrd at the end of the 
season and has been waiting for 
contract talks to start for 
months. Another year at Old 
Ttafford would entitle him to a 
testimonial Blackburn Rovers, 
Leeds and Manchester City 
could all be interested if he be- 
comes available. 

Carl Cozt. the Wimbledon 
striker; has asked referee Gra- 
ham Foil to rescind the red card 
he received for fighting in the 
Dons’ third round FA Cup vic- 
tory over Manchester City, 


“Anyone who sees the incident 
will know that there’s nothing 
in it,” Cort said. 

Paolo Di Canio is expected 
to make his peace with 
Sheffield Wednesday and return 

toHSIsboroughattheendofthe 


The Italian striker has already 
served an 11 -match ban for 
pushing over referee Paul Al- 
cock during a game against Ar- 
senal fast September. He has 
also been fined two weeks’ 
wages for not returning to 

aft n. Li. • 


ended in December 

Ian Stott, the Ol dham chair- 
man, wants to become the new 
chairman of the Football Asso- 
ciation. Stott is afreaityamem- 
ber of the FA’s influential 
management committee and 
feels he is ideally suited to suc- 
ceed Keith Wiseman, who was 
forced out over the “cash-for- 
votes" scandaL 


_ . “J-wau , 

Federation headquai 
protest at the jailing < 
Gfl, tiie dub's presidi 
who is also mayor of M 
was sent to jail withou 
Thursday, accused of 
funnelling town hall f 
Atletico. 



sSS^tNr, 


Ja m eS ’ p . 






J^jli t >* iSj> 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Salurdjv y January 1999 


FOOTBALL/31 


Weekend guide to the Premiership 


MATCH OF THE WEEKEND 


Arsenal v Liverpool 


Last season: 0-1 




THE FRENCH flavour of this afternoon's 
meeting between Monsieur Wenger's Gunners 
and Monsieur Houllier's Liverpool will be 
enhanced by tbe appearance of the home 
side's Nicolas Anelka, who passed a fitness 
test yesterday and wiU lead Arsenal's attack 
after two games out with a sprained ankle. 

The Dutchman Marc Overmars replaces 
Anelka as the most serious injury doubt for 
Wenger, having had a reaction to a kick on 
the knee he received in the 4-2 FA Cup win 
at Preston on Monday. The Dutchman had 
to pull out of training yesterday and his man- 
ager said his chances of playing today were 
little more than 20 per cent. Portugal’s Luis 
Boa Morte ileft) will wait until this afternoon 
to see if he will be switched from his usual 


by nick Harris 


central striking position to the left-wing to re- 
place Overmars, allowing the return from ill- 
ness of Christopher Wrch to partner Anelka 
up Irani in the continued absence of Dennis 
Bergkamp. Arsenal are still without England 

internationals David Seaman, Tbny Adams 
and Nigel Winterbum and Sweden's Fredrik 
Ljungberg. os well as their two Argentinian 
recruits Nelson Vivas isuspended) and strik- 
er Fabian Caballero iflu). but will be buoyed 
by the recent resurgence in form that has 
seen three straight Premiership wins. 

Winterbum has not sufficiently recovered 
from hamstring trouble to take over again 
from Vivas at left-back and the job will now 


go to one of two teenagers - Matthew Upson 
or David Grondin. 

Liverpool's renaissance under Houllier 
faces its hardest test in recent weeks despite 
being unbeaten in their last 11 matches 
against Arsenal. The Reds, like their hosts, 
have also won three League games on the 
trot - to temporarily silence the critics who 
say they are too inconsistent to mount a 
viable title challenge - but must produce 
results against genuine contenders to secure 
a place in the same company. 

Houllier has to decide whether to bring 
back striker Robbie Fowler i right) to the 
starting line-up. The England forward, who 
is being linked with a move to Highbury, 
missed the Reds' 4-2 League win against 



Newcastle through injury, but came off the 
bench to score in the 3-0 FA Cup win at Port 
Vale. Houllier must decide whether to start 
with Fowler and Michael Owen in attack or 
to keep faith with Karlheinz PJedie. Captain 
Paul Ince is struggling with flu. but the Nor- 
wegian full-back Vegard Heggem should have 
recovered from the illness that kept him out 
of the Cup win. Sng Bjjomebve is suspended, 
which gives an opportunity for Dominic Mat- 
tea or Steve Harkness to play at left-back. 

ARSENAL .f-CT' Mj- r -•>>;• D-non. Kwron. Soule. 

-i. Upv;- Pj-i;.- : u^.ro. Anfiu. Ownjfs. 

3-: j M.;.-:e Oj-a?. Uj!uc »£-: 

LIVERPOOL JJ— .« McAicct. Cju'Jgnsr. 

Stiun:;-i Kjik--r!s Vjjrfo. fccknjpp. In;?. 3sf£er. 
C'.vc'i R«.e c “■ .i-ric Thompson. &riijrd 
Suspensions: Arsenal - v-.js Liverpool: 3|orn«y» 
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Blackburn v 
Leeds United 

Ljsi sea:-on 3 -A 


KEVIN G ALL/\CHER i calf) is doubtful, giving his manager of the 
month for December Blackburn's Brian Kidd, problems in attack. 
Rovers' new striker Ashley Ward, is the only one of five attack- 
ers definitely available as Kidd looks to extend his undefeated 
run in charge. Chris Sutton i knee; remains a long-term absen- 
tee, while Nathan Blake is still shaking off the flu. Kevin Davies 
is suspended. Captain Tim Sherwood and defenders Jeff Kenna 
and Call urn Davidson, who missed last weekend's FA Cup win 
over Chariton with injuries, wiU be tested this morning. Long- 
term absentees Gariy Flitcrofl, Christian Daillv and Tim Flow- 
ers are still ouL Darren Peacock is available after a ban. 

Leeds' captain, Lucas Radebe, < kneel will not play today. 
David Wetherall is free from suspension to bolster tbe heart 
of the defence alongside Jonathon Wbodgate in the absence 
of Radebe and casualties Robert Molenaar and Martin Hi den. 
David Batty also remains out with a cracked rib, while new sign- 
ing Willem Korsten has returned home briefly to the Nether- 
lands and will return early next week. 

B1AOIBURN [from): Film. Gofr. FVrei, Henchot. Broomes. McHinUy.l1ftcah.Mdr- 
coim. Gillespie Gjlbcner. Duff. Fe:r.s. Dunn. ward. Sherwood. Kemu. ttnndson. 
BUhe. Johnson. Konde. tayior. PeocoeJi. 

LEEDS UNITED (from). M*ryn. Hoaiand. WMfwali. Wiinhard. Hassettuink. Rioeiro. 
Bowyer. Hophui. GrjrrwiBe. H^ne. Keweil. Hjrte. Woodgate. McFtvui. Smith. Jack- 

son. Robinson. 

Suspensions: Blackburn: Dairies. 

Referee: R Karris 


Coventry v 
Nottm Forest 

Lose season: No fixture 


Q 




COVENTRY LEFT-BACK David Burrows is likely to make his 
first Premiership start for 10 weeks when the Sky Blues face 
fellow stragglers Nottingham Forest Burrows has recovered 
from a hamstring injury and his return is welcome as George 
Boateng and Steve Froggatt are both suspended after reach- 
ing five yellow cards each. Paul Ttelfer and John Aloisi are also 
expected to feature in tbe starting line-up. 

Nottingham Forest's caretaker manager, Micky Adams, has 
a fully fit squad at his disposal AdamS, appointed following the 
midweek sacking of Dave Bassett, has promised to make 
changes to the starting line-up but is refusing to give any dues. 
Striker Pierre van Hooijdonk will, however; return to the start- 
ing line-up after serving a three-match ban. “If the lads want 
to dedicate anything they get from the game to Dave, it’s down 
to them but I’d like to think they’d do it for themselves,” Adams 
said yesterday. “They’ve got to get themselves going again. I 
think there's enough spirit and ability in the team to dig them- 
selves out of the position they're in.” 

^SVENTRV CITY (froml: Hednun. felsson. Snaw. Williams. Burrows. Wrer. McAI- 
■' ‘.'.ter. SoJcucdt. AJoisi. M/neJan. Huchcrby. Breen. Jackson. P Hall. Euworttiy: Shilton. 
Boland. OjraomC. 

NOTTINGHAM FOREST (from!: Beasani. Lylrie. Lours-Jean Borulair, Rogers. Arm- 
strong. Owtrte. HJetde. Slone, lohnscn. Gemmlll, OuasMe. Bari-Wailams, Van MooK 
mrank, Freedman. Karewood. Darcheville. 5hippedey. Hodges. Gray. Gossipy. 
Suspensions: Coventry: Boateng. Froggatt. 

Referee: P I ones 


Everton v 
Leicester 

Last season: 1-1 


MARCO MATERAZZI is suspended for the third time this sea- 
son as Everton face Leicester City today. The Italian defend- 
er has been sent off once and has received nine yellow cards 
this season. He will be banned for one game. Also out is in- 
jured defender Craig Short, while John Collins goes into hos- 
pital today for an operation on his foot that will keep him out 
for six weeks. Dave Unsworth, who broke his nose in the FA 
Cup win at Bristol City will play as will French midfielder Olivi- 
er Dacourt who has recovered from an arm injury. 

Leicester hope to have captain Steve Walsh, winger Andy 
Impey and defender Pontus Kaamark fit far today’s game. Kaa- 
mark would have been back in the side much earlier after get- 
ting over an Achilles problem but then suffered a back spasm, 
'o Walsh has had a rib injury’ and Impey a da mag ed call Garry 

' Parker and Graham Fenton are both likely to be kept out with 
injuries picked up in a midweek reserve match agai n st Liver- 
pool. The former Everton striker Tony Cottee returns to Good- 
iso n Park only two goals away from 200 in league football. 

EVERTON (from): Mytve. Bife. Watson. Unsworth, Dunne. Ban. Hutouson. Dacourt. 
Grant. Bormby. Os ter, Bakayoto. GatJomarterl Branch. SUnonsen. Cletand. Jeffers. 
LEICESTER CITY (rrom): Keller. Arphexad. Guppy. Walsh. Taggart. Utomome^Sln- 
claff. Elliott. Uset. Lennon. C«:«e. ZagoraWs. Heskey. impey. Marshall Campbell. 
Wilson. Oafces. Kaamark. Parter. Fenton. 

S us p en sions: Everton: Marerarzi. 

Referee: P Durkin. 

® Middlesbrough v 
Aston Villa 

Last season: No fixture 

THE MIDDLESBROUGH midfielder Robbie Mustoe is very un- 
likely io start as the Ttessiders prepare to play hosts to the 
Premiership leaders today. Mustoe is struggling with a ham- 
string injury; while defender Colin Cooper misses out through 
suspension. Italian Gianluca Ftesta will play despite breaking 
his nose for the fifth time in training this week. Today’s visi- 
tors have lost only once in their last four trips to Teesside. 

Villa will welcome bade midfielder Ian Tsytorand striker Dion 
Dublin for the game. The duo both missed last weekend's FA 
Cup success over Hull City with groin problems. Dublin 
seems certain to return, possibly at the expense of Stan Col- 
lymore, who scored twice against Hull. Tfcyfor is likely to take 
oynr from Mark Draper in midfield as Villa seek to record a 
rk u^e over Middlesbrough, having beaten them 3-1 at Villa Park 
LMixin August Definite^ missing for Villa are midfielder Alan 
f/taornpson, who is fa dng ax weeks on the sidelines with an ankle 
: ligament itgury and P&ul Merson who is still attempting to shake 
off his bad; problem. 

BUDDLESBftOUGK (frori): Seti*a«w. Benrsford. Fleming, Canton. Udera. .M- 
lister F-Mtfl Goscfflgne. Tswwena. MatXflsoo. RlcartL 0«ane. Stamp. Beck, Hartr- 
son. Stoefcdale. Blactenore. Moore. 

ASTON MUAtlroml: Cahes. Waeson. Ehiogu. Soudwaie. Batry. WHgJU. Hemlrlc. 
Stimeca. Draper. Dublin, Joacmm. liylar. Cdiymore, Grayson. Ovaries. WMsefl. Lr- 
scon. Rachel. 

Sus pcnn l o iEK Boro: Cooper. 

Referae: U Renrae. 


...And statistics 

1 99S and all that 

THIS WEEKEND sees the first full league 
programme of the New Year and Arsenal start 
1999 as reigning champions not only or the 
Premier League, Our of the rop clubs' table for 
rhe calendar year of 1 998. Although they started 
the year in sixth place in the top- night and 
finished it in fourth, in between they put In 38 
League games that sow them lose only five and 
concede a miserly 2 1 goals. 

The calendar year table illustrates the dip 
in League form affecting Manchester United. In 
1997 they romped home with the title by a clear 
18 points from Chelsea. In 1998 they were 13 
points adrift of the Gunners. Blackburn, however, 
show the largest dip in fortunes. 1 997 saw them 
equal-second on points with Chelsea, whereas in 
the 1 998 table they languish at the foot of the 
teams that have played ail the 1998 League 
football in the Premiership. 

Premiership / First Division table 

Sx clubs split their football last year between the 
Premiership and the First Division 


Bolton 42 16 14 12 68 60 

Charlton 41 16 12 13 57 46 

Nottm Forest 41 15 11 15 57 55 

Barnsley 43 14 II 18 55 64 

C Palace 42 12 8 22 55 85 

Nationwide In 1998 

Sunderland and Ipswich are dearly the 
Nationwide teams of last year. Sunderland 
have even managed an average of well over 
two goals an outing. Ipswich look ro have 
the stronger defence although fewest 
Nationwide goals have been conceded by 
Gillingham of the Second Division, with only 
29 in hk games. The top two Nationwide 
teams In 1997 were 
'Bristol City and Watford, 
who experienced ' . 

coo cresting form in 1990. 

■Watford have, main rained • uMhi 

acredJbie sixth place while 
City have sunk to 45th out of 
. the 68 teams that have played 
ali their 1998 League football ad 

in the Nationwide League. 11 

Nationwide combined cable For 1998 

The top 20 of the 68 dubs who played all their 
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League football in tbe Nationwide League, 
irrespective of Divisions 

-P Vi D L F 

A 

Pts 

Sunderland 

48 

30 

13 

5 

103 

44 

103 

Ipswich 

48 

30 

11 

7 

84 

33 

101 

Birmingham 

47 

23 

14 

10 

77 

42 

83 

Fulham 

44 

25 

7 

12 

66 

34 

82 

Mansfield 

46 

22 

13 

11 

71 

54 

79 

Watford 

47 

20 

17 

10 

72 

61 

77 

Gillingham 

44 

20 

17 

7 

56 

29 

77 

Scunrhorpe 

46 

22 

9 

15 

67 

60 

75 

Grimsby 

48 

21 

12 

15 

55 

47 

75 

Notts Co 

44 

21 

10 

13 

68 

53 

73 

Bournemouth 

43 

21 

9 

13 

61 

45 

72 

Preston' 

44 

18 

16 

10 

66 

52 

70 

Huddersfield 

47 

20 

10 

17 

63 

75 

70 

Walsall 

46 

20 

10 

16 

52 

51 

70 

Cambridge 

44 

19 

12 

13 

66 

52 

69 

Brentford ' 

43 

20 

9 

14 

62 

57 

69 

Leyton Orient 

45 

18 

14 

13 

59 

53 

68* 

Bradford City 

46 

19 

10 

17 

67 

61 

67 

Wigan 

46 

18 

13 

15 

59 

52 

67 

Cardiff 

46 

IB 

13 

15 

57 

47 

67 


* had three points deducted, re- Ins rated here 


- Denis Irwffl 
'■ {Man Utd. 29) 

’ Jrtob Eiunen 
{0«1*32Jn 


David Seaman 
(Arsenal. 27] 


Franck Uboejrf’ 
(Chelsea. 32)J 


- lie Dhoo' . 1 
(Arsenal. -32) 


: WWB«khain_v 
(ManUnL 35] - 


Graphic Kate Brundrett 


1998 

the 1 998 league football :n the top flight 


Premiership cable for 

Seventeen clubs played all 


Aisetuf 
Aston Villa 
Man Urd 
Chelsea 
Liverpool 
Leeds 
Wesr Ham 

Leicester 

Tottenham 

Derby 

Wimbledon 

Coventry 

Shell Wed 

Everton 

Newcastle 

So'con 

Blackburn 


Nationwide combined cable For 1998, pladngs 21-68 

21 Macclesfield (67 point*;]. 22 Colchester (66); 23 Sheff Urd (65): 24 lbrquay 
(64); 25 Norwich (63). 26 Swansea (63); 27 Rotherham (62); 28 Tranmere (62). 
29 Blackpool (62); 30 Chesterfield (62); 31 Bristol Rovers (61); 32 Luton (61). 
33 Darlington (61); 34 Rochdale (61); 35 Stoke (61); 36 Wrexham (61): 37 
Wbives (60); 38 Peterborough (60): 39 Man City (60): 40 West Brom (58): 41 
Plymouth (58): 42 Shrewsbury (58): 43 Barnet (57); 44 Northampton (57); 45 
Bristol City (56): 46 Stockport (56); 47 Burnley (56): 48 Scarborough (56); 49 
Bury (56): 50 Oxford (55); 51 Vbrk (54): 52 Wycombe (53); 53 Millwafl (53): 54 
Crewe (52): 55 Chester (52): 56 Portsmouth (51); 57 Brighton (51); 59 Lincoln 

. (50); 59 Port Vale (48j : 60 Hartlepool 

(47); 61 Exeter (47); 62 OPR (47); 
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Sunderland's 
Kevin Phillips, 
whose sterling 
work and 
marksmanship 
helped propel 
Ms side Kobe 
one of the 
leading teams 
of 1998 





63 Reading (47); 64 Carlisle 
(46); 65 Southend (46); 66 
Oldham (46): 67 Swindon 
(44): 68 Hull (34). 
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I EC '. Match of 
E&- year 

gBp The teams 
Eg*- below for the 
Match of 1998 
t have been 
selected from 
players with either 

r only Premiership 
experience or players 
with only First Division 
' experience in rhe 
calendar year. The 

I defences have been 
selected from sides 
with the tightest 
records; the midfields 
from teams with the 
best scoring records 
f and the strikers from 
chose with the best 
individual scoring 
records. Number of 
appearances have also 
been taken Into account. 
Special mention must be 
made of Ipswich team- 
mates Richard Wright 
and Matt Holland, who 
figured in every one 
their dub's busy 
schedule of 48 
games. 


(UwpooL'36) 


f - Kevin Ptmbpfc-H 
■■■• {Sunderland. 29) E5 

EMonDuban . . » 

[A vuu. 3-7) : • ; ’ 

Marcus Stewart D 
Mk" .^(HuddersfieM. 45}m 

PfiSSSSf T 

.-JLeeds.M)' 

1 ' -Lee Hughes 

- ‘r-.J-fllWest Brom. 43J 

• i'iwight Yoritc . 

(Mm UbL29J ' - 


M.'MiciMd~(>ray 
Pg' (Sunderland, 38) 

: 


GaryAbieu . 

:# (Bimingtiain. 33j 

« Rfcnan 

•ftL------ ■- 1 ' 

ai _ - L •f . 


' MkHaelOwen . 
(UverpooL 36) 


- - • Lee MBs' 
(Bradford. 45) 


MntFtoOand 

;(lpsMcb:4i3 


P-? Ketch Curie 
% (Wolves. 45) 


1b9MJM(mt>ray . 
^•(Ipswicn. 36) - 


RktsnSWrwhc 
. ppswfcb. 49) 


Stati&dcs: Brian Sears. 



TOMORROW’S GAME (4.0 


Manchester United v West Ham 


THE FIGHT for places at Old TTafford 
switches to the substitutes' bench tomor- 
row as Manchester United face West Ham 
in their opening Premiership game of the 
newyeac With Alex Ferguson planning to 
stick as closely as possible to last week- 
end’s winning FA Cup line-up, the bench 
wifl be overflowing with talentas seven in- 
ternationals fight for the four vacant 
places. Fbrgnson has already announced 
one change for the game with goalkeeper 
Peter Schmeichel taking a winter break in 
the Bahamas and Raimond van der Gouw 
stepping up to replace him. 

The rookie goalkeeper Nick CoUriu 


Last season: 2-1 


should take one of the substitutes' places 
and with David Beckham and Gary Neville 
back from a one-match suspension and 
RonnyJohnsen fit again after flu someone 
will have to make way if they are to be in- 
volved. They will find the competition 
tough with last week’s subs Tfeddy Sher- 
inghara Ole Gunnar Solsfejaer and Jordi 
Cruyff all m contention. 

West Ham's Ian Wright is very doubt- 
ful with a knee injury for the trip to the 
north-west while Paul Kitson, who has re- 
covered from a toe problem, is unavailable 
with the flu, as is team-mate Emmanuel 
OmoyinmL 



Julian Dicks (knee) and Lee Hodges 
(groin) are definitely not in contention, but 
Frank Lampard, who had the flu last 
week, is okay, as is Rio Ferdinand who re- 
turns after a back problem. Frenchman 
Marc Keller is still on the injured list and 
mil take no part in the proceedings to- 
morrow. 

MANCHESTER UNITED (rrom): ton der Gouw. Brown. 
Sum. Berg. Irwin. Giggs, Btamqwtet. Keane. Burr. Cole, 
YorKe, 5neringnam. P Neville, Cruyff. Sd5k)ser. G Neville. 
Becknam, Joftnsen. CoUin. 

WEST HAM UNITED (rrom): Hrelop. Breaker. Pons. 
Ruddock. Sinclair. Hanson. Lonvn, Wright, Ferdinand. 
Moncur. Lara rids. Lampard. Pearce. Forres:. Atxxi. 
Berhovtc. Coyne. Cole. 

5 gpM dfl« i Maacbtmr United: P Neville. 
Referee: M Reed. 


Newcastle v 
Chelsea 

Last season- 3-1 


THE FRENCH defender Didier Domi looks likely to get his Pre- 
miership debut as Newcastle United manager Ruud Gullit wel- 
comes his former club Chelsea to St James' Park this 
afternoon. A late derision will be laken on the inclusion of Dorai’s 
compatriot Louis Saha, who joined the dub on loan until the 
end of the season as cover for injured striker Duncan Fergu- 
son. Gullit also has captain Rob Lee and defender Steve Howey 
back from injury. Newcastle have lost only once at home in the 
past 19 visits of today's opponents. 3-1 in November 1985. 

Chelsea's player-manager Gianluca Vialli has little option 
but to pick himself up front alongside Gianfranco Zola. 
Chelsea's five strikers at the start of the season have now be- 
come just two. with Tore Andre Flo out for at least six weeks 
with an ankle problem and Pierluigi Casiraghi a long-term in- 
jury casualty and Brian Laudrup having returned to Denmark. 
Gustavo Poyet is also still out but Vialli has no new injury wor- 
ries to contend with, although left-sided midfielder Celestine 
Babavaro is serving a one-match suspension. 

NEWCASTLE UNITED (liom)- Given. Harper. Ban on. Gurnee. Domi. CUbcJs. Honey. 
Hujrvs. Lee. Speed. Gloss. Solano. Harrunn. Sheerer. Anderson, hetsbus. Puree. SraOv 
CHELSEA [from). De Goey. HlrcncocJ>. Leboeuf. De-oilly. Le Sju*. Ferrer. Myers. 
Dt&erry. Petrestu. H Mmeo. Wise. GoUUueK. Newton. Nnoholls. Morris. Terry. Vul- 
ii. 2ola. Forssell 

Suspensions: Cbdsea: BaOoyoro. 

Referee D Gallagher. 


Sheff Wed v 
Tottenham 

Last season: 1 -0 




SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY striker Andy Booth remains man- 
ager Danny Wilson's major doubt today. Booth missed last 
week’s 4-1 FA Cup victory over Norwich with an ankle injury, 
which led to a forward partnership of two-goal Ritchie 
Humphreys and Benito Carbone. Centre-back Emerson and 
Dutch international midfielder Wim Jonk should be fit despite 
both being substituted against Norwich with thigh and knee 
injuries respectively. 

Rue! Fox ikneei is out of the Tottenham team and it could 
pave the way for a Premiership debut for at least one of man- 
ager George Graham’s two new signings. Steffen Freund 
>£750.000 from Borussia Dortmund) and Mauri do Taricco i£1.7m 
from Ipswich' have both been named in an l&-man squad. Gra- 
ham's other selection problem is whether to recall striker Chris 
Armstrong, who missed the 5-2 FA Cup win over Watford 
through suspension - just six days after scoring a hat-trick 
against Everton. His replacement, Steffen Iversen, scored twice 
in the cup tie and it could mean Les Ferdinand being left out 

Sheffield WEDNESDAY Ifrum): Stoic eL. Atherton. Jonk, Newsome, Walker. Car- 
bone, Boom. Hyde. Humphreys. Bnscoe, Stetanovlc. Hinchdlffe. Emerson. Mag- 
i*:on. Rudi. Alexander sson. Sonner, Morrison. Pressman. 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (rrom): VUaJher, Carr, Young. Campbell. Sin ton. Edinburgh. 
Taricco Anderron. Galderwood. Neilsen. Clemence, Freund. Gmola. Dominguei. 
Iversen. Armstrong. Ferdinand. Baardsen. 

Sospeoslans: None. 

Referee: G Willard. 

S Southampton 
v Charlton 

Last season: No fiature 

SOUTHAMPTON'S DAVE JONES is facing injuiy problems 
ahead of today's crucial relegation match with Charlton. Matt 
Le Tissier is likely to miss his third successive game (recur- 
rence of calf injury), Carlton Palmer (ankle) is struggling, while 
Moroccan international Hassan KachJoul and Stuart Ripley are 
suffering from a flu virus. Defender Scott Hiley has a nedt prob- 
lem. Norwegian Claus Lundekvam is hopeful of recovering from 
a groin injury which caused him to limp out of last weekend 's 
l-i draw against FLilham but defenders Gary Monk and Phil 
Warner are unavailable with one match bans. Also out are David 
Hirst and John Beresfbrd (long-term knee problems) while 
Francis Benaii (broken arm) is out until next month. 

Chariton’s Alan Curbishley could give a debut to Swedish 
international striker Martin Pringle. Curbishley has complet- 
ed Pringle's signing from Benfica on loan until the end of the 
season. Steve Jones returns but Carl Tiler is suspended and 
Paul Mortimer has received a setback to the ankle injury he 
picked up in early December. 

SOUTHAMPTON (froml: Jones. Hiley. Coueter. Monkou. Lundekvam. Oauey. Dodd. 
Palmer, Kachlcul. M.Hughes. Qsienstad. Beatne. Howells. Basham, Bridge. Ripley. 
Stensgaaro. 

CHARLTON ATHLETIC (from): ll«c. Mills. Powell. Redfeam. Rufus. Youds. Kinsei- 
la. Hunt, Robinson. Parker. Jones. Pnngie, Newton. Holmes. Bng^c. Konenesny. Royce 
Suspensions: Southampton: Monk. Wanner. Charlton: Tiler. 

Referee. G PoiL 


Wimbledon v 
Derby County 

Last season: 0-0 


WIMBLEDON’S CHRIS PERKY is available after missing last 
week’s 1*0 FA Cup win over Manchester City through suspen- 
sion. Dean Blackwell is still struggling with a calf injury. Rob- 
bie Earle is another doubt with a hamstring problem, which is 
threatening to force the Jamaican international, substituted last 
week, to miss his first league game of the season. Record sign* 
mg Gareth Ainsworth will be out for a further six weeks after 
his groin injury was discovered to be more serious than first 
thought Tbe former Port Vale winger wiU undergo an opera- 
tic^ cm Mraiday. Reserve goalkeeper Paul Heald has i»t returned 
to fall fitness so Morten Bakke, who plays for Norwegian side 
FK Molde - the team owned by the Dons' Scandinavian back- 
ers - will cany on as understudy to Nefl Sullivan. 

Derby's Deon Burton looks likely to remain on the bench 
despite his two goals at Plymouth in the FA Cup last week. Paulo 
Wanchope returns from a one-game ban to replace the Jamaican 
international. Jim Smith can also call on lbny Dorigo, Stefan 
Schnoorand Francesco Baiano after injuries plus Darryl Pow- 
ell who returns from a ban. 

WIMBLEDON (rrom) Surihran. Perry. Tfuccter. Kimtrie. Cunnlngnarn. AixUey. Gayle 
Eane. M Hughes. Eutfl. LwUurii. Ekotai, Kennedy. Cort. Rodens, Bakke, C Huriv 
es. Frauds. 

DERBY COUNTY (from): Poom. Prior. Cartnjnan. ElliorL Laursert, Carsley. Eranio 
Powell. Bdhinen. Dorigo. SiurrkSge. Want hope. Burton, Hoult, Harper. HunL Ela- 
■ano. SJinoor. Kozluk 
Snspcmlsos; None. 

Referee A Wilkie. 
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Warne tells 
of cash gift 
at casino 


IT READS like a John Le Carre 
novel and, if the master story- 
teller were to use the hearing 
which began in Melbourne yes- 
terday as the basis for his lat- 
est best-seller he might well 
title it “Batsman, bowler, book- 
maker; spy?" 

The role of Le Carre’s hero, 
George Smiley has fallen to the 
Pakistan Cricket Board Counsel, 
All Sibtain Fhzli, who yesterday 
resumed his difficult role of un- 
veiling the truth behind murky 
allegations of bribery and cor- 
ruption in international cricket 
Fhzli has travelled thousands of 
miles to interview the Aus- 
tralian cricketers Mark Waugh 
and Shane Warne about their 
being offered $200,000 (£120,000) 
each by the Pakistan captain, 
Salim Malik, to throw matches. 
He is also questioning them 
about their decision to accept 
thousands of dollars from a 
bookmaker they met in Sri 
Lanka in September 1994, to 
whom they supplied pitch and 
weather reports. 

Yesterday the plot thickened. 
According to the two men, the 
d ealings began in a casino in 
Colombo in 1994. Warne said he 
was offered, and accepted, 
$5,000 after losing money at the 
tables in the Sri Lankan capi- 
tal, believing there were “no 
strings attached". 

Warne told the Pakistani gov- 
ernment inquiry into match-fix- 
ing and bookmaking that he Had 


CRICKET 


BY NICK RlPPINGTON 

been introduced to a man called 
“John” by his team-mate Mark 
Waugh, the prolific middle- 
order batsman. “John” had ap- 
proached Warne the next day 
and told him he had noticed that 
he had lost money at the casi- 
no and added that he was his 
favourite player 

Warne told the inquiry that 
“John” had given him an enve- 
lope containing the money, 
which he had at first rejected. 
“He handed me an envelope. I 
looked in the envelope and saw 
that there was money in it,” 
fflhmesaid“He said: “Please ac- 
cept it as a token of my appre- 
ciation for you to take the time 
tomeetme’." Warne said he told 
the bookmaker “Tve got my own 
money I’m fine, thanks.” 

“He said: Tt's a pleasure to 
meet you, please take it I don’t 
want anything in return.” 

Warne said he again tried to 
reject the money but finally ac- 
cepted it when the bookmaker 
said he had plenty of money and 
would be offended if Whrne re- 
fused the envelope. The bowler 
said he had never seen the man 
again, although he had been 
contacted by him several times 
with requests for information 
on weather and pitch conditions 
before matches in Australia. 

“However I never gave any 


information that was not gen- 
erally available to the public and 
indeed, as a senior Australian 
cricketer: I regularly provide a 
lot more detailed information 
about playing conditions to the 
media,” Warne said. “I appre- 
ciate now that I made a mistake. 
At the time I was 24. 1 was naive 
and stupid. I regret iqy actions.” 

U&ni gh tnlrithp m q iihythathg 

was also paid to supply weath- 
er and patch information about 
10 times to the same Indian 
bookmaker. “He offered $4,000 

fo r providing 5a »ph mfo rmatinn, " 

Waugh said. “I told him that I 
was prepared to talk to him 
about pitch and weather condi- 
tions, but not individuals, team 
tactics, or team selection.” 

Waugh said he had no knowl- 
edge of a match between Aus- 
tralia and Pakistan in Sri Lanka 
during the 1994 Singer Cup 
tournament being rigged. He 
also denied knowing anything 
about match-fixing allegations 
involving Essex and Lancashire 
in 1991 when Malik played for 
the south East county. Waugh 
said he was not with Essex at 
the time. 

The inquiry was continuing 
today with evidence from Tim 
May. another player who ac- 
cused Malik erf trying to bribe 
him, and the then Australian 
team manager Alan Crompton. 

There are sure to be more 
twists and turns before the 
final chapter begins. 



Queensland’s Jimmy Maher avoids a run-out by John Crawley during England’s 92-run win in Brisbane yesterday Report page 26; Photograph: Empics 
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Friday's solution 


□ m u sa a u 
HQHHHQBlil GlDHQHBl 
B □ H II H H ES 
DBEHH DHHHUHOHl 
El D Q [£] ea 
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0EUHB0 HQU0HDHBI 
ESSE n m 


Last Saturday's solution 
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0 El LI LsJ U ID 
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ACROSS DOWN 

I Gather a Sunday 2 School days over im- 

School curtailed Mark bibing quiet drink (8) 
(81 3 Monarch, blushing, 

6 Nothing delivered to made a slip (5) 

bar in Scottish town (4> 4 Meal arranged for 

9 Attack Custody BUI (6> those retiring early? 

10 Aviation pioneer almost (9^3) 

created movement in 5 Restriction thus re- 

the air - a great sue- stricts business quafifi- 
cess (7) cation (7) 

II Traveller’s guide - edT 6 A lovebird possibly 

tion (English.) carried showing a green 

by tradesmen (8) colour (5-4) 

12 French city with man 7 Complaint as the man 

entering outlying parts ignores a couple of 

(6) points (6) 

13 Slews off sale price? 8 Noble Prince and 

(7,5) therefore male in ori- 

16 No longer depressed, entation (4_2^,5) 

unexpectedly? (4&3,4) 14 Cold, thundering 

19 Reprieve? Agree repository -of ram, 

charge should be held presumably (5-4) 

back (6) 15 Capital of France - one 

20 Disrupted another's there’s extremely 

supply of water (5,3) gloomy (8) 

22 Dictionary contains 17 Supporter - it’s one 

word for ’’beer” in local caught up in activity of 

parlance (7) AFC (7) 

23 A copper gets blokes 18 Support and advice 

with astuteness (6) comes from this man 

24 Dress up in some suits of course (6) 

(4) 21 Drags painter round 

25 Caught French Mend University (5) 

only m an item of tin- 

gene (8) 

The first five correct solutions to this week’s puzzle opened next Thurs- 
day receive han&acked copies of the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations. 
Answers and winners’ names will be published next Saturday. Send 
solutions to Saturday Crossword, P O. Bax 4018, The Independent, 1 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London B14 5BL. Please use the box 
number and postcode and grre your ownpostcode. Last two weeks' 
winners: M Mason, Beestoo; G Bancfley, Cneshunt; G Lint, Lichfield; 
H Ward, Raddiffe-On-Trent D KeDy, West Mailing; M Khicowicz, NIB; 
T Stan; Cambridge; A Buchanan, Burnley; R CastelL Newton Abbot; 
P Jackson, Wl. 


Uttley shown door as 0ldham > 

RFU sheds 30 jobs EX 

ROGER UTTLEY and Don ■mKranTwrV|n| “It’s something we are being 

Rutherford, two of the most in- forced to consider because of Hid y jUlliMS^ 
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nextThurs- 


ROGER UTTLEY and Don 
Rutherford, two of the most in- 
fluential figures in post-war 
En glish rugby, were among the 
big-name Ml guys yesterday as 
Francis Baroa the new chief 
executive of the Rugby Fbotball 
Union, ripped through Twick- 
enham like a supercharged 
Jonah Lomu. Uttley, the Eng- 
land team manager, and 
Rutherford, the national direc- 
tor of rugby, saw their jobs dis- 
appear as Baron completed 
bis first cost-cutting assault 
on the badged and blazered 
ranks of RFCJ officialdom. 

Thirty of the union’s 191 staff 
were other made redundant or 
railroaded into early retirement 
as Baron brought his hard- 
nosed business approach to 
bear on what he decided was a 
flabby administrative structure. 
Richard Field and Ken White- 
head, respectively director of 
mar ketin g and director of sup- 
port services, were also given the 
heave-ha while David Fison, 
the financial director announced 
he would leave later this year. 

Baron's swingeing cuts were 


BY Chris Hewett 

introduced as English rugby pol- 
itics took another bizarre turn 
with the news that Bristol the Al- 
lied Dunbar Premiership Two 
leaders, were planning a 
takeovo- bid forLondon Scottish, 
the Premiership One team 
whose finances are nowhere 
near as healthy as their form. 

Bristol are deeply concerned 
that any new cross-border 
championship coming into ef- 
fect next season would leave 
them outside the top flight, ir- 
respective of whether they 
qualify for promotion under 
the terms of the now discred- 
ited Mayfair Agreement ham- 
mered out by the RFU and the 
leading professional chibs last 
spring. They see a buy-out of 
London Scottish as one way, al- 
beit a radical one, of guaran- 
teeing themselves a place at the 
big boys' table. 

Nick de Scossa. the Bristol 
chief executive, said negota- 
tfons were at an advanced stage. 


“It’s something we are bang 
forced to consider because of 
opinions that are being ex- 
pressed behind the scenes in the 
negotiations fornext season," he 
said. “We began this season 
knowing that, under the terms 
of the Mayfair Agreement, we ■ 
would go up as a matter of 
course ffwe won promotion. As 
tilings currently stand, thatwifl 
not happen. It is not something 
we friend to allow'.” . 

Back at Twickenham, Baron 1 
pointed to a series of debilitat- 1 
ing multi-million pound losses 
as justification for his cuts. 
“The RFU lost £i0.3m in the last 
twoyears and our projected loss 
thisyear has increased from the 
£l.4m budgeted to a likely 
deficit of £2J3m,” he said. “There 
has been a management vacu- 
um here and everyone is going 
to suffer a degree of pain.” 

Uttley said last night “This 
is a huge disappointment Hav- 
ing gone through the mill to sort 
things out at England level, re- 
cent results showed we w«re be- 
ginning to get it right” 

Ulster’s challenge, page 23 


© Published by Independent Newspaper* (UKl Limned. 1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL, and 
primed at Mirror Colour Print. Si Alharo Road. WhUord ' Back woes available 

from Histone Newspapers. 01Q88 >*40370. Sunliy 9 January IW » a mppet mih the Po* Otter 


‘Fodtiw 1 , L 


OLDHAM ATHLETIC.^ury and . 
Rochdale are holding merger 
talks about becoming one dub, 
which may be called Man- 
chester North End. 

The radical move to pool 
resources, cut staff and play at 
a new ground was confirmed by 
the Oldham chairman, . Ian 
Stott, on Thursday. All three 
dubs are struggling financial- 
ly and Stott revealed that they 
are considering the plan as 
the only way forward. , * 

“I have already discussed 
the possibility with my coun- 
terparts at Buiy and Rochdale 
and they see the long-term 
benefits of such a venture,” he - 
said. “There would be barren- 
dous problems, fens from all 
three clubs who would be * 
opposed to the idea. But it is a 
question of survival.'’ 

The newdub would be based 
at a new stadium near Oldhain. 
Under current Nationwide 
League rules on merger®, the 
dub would haws to commence its 
existence in the Third Division. 

Nationwide preview, page 27 
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‘A quiet, law-abiding couple': Jeff and Jenny Bramley with their foster children. Jade Bennett, 5. and her half-sister Hann ah, 3 


Dobson’s 
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Love on the run 

The Bramleysk With limited funds, have escaped police detection for four months. It might seem astonishing - 
except when ydU consider who would turn in a childless couple desperate to keep the foster children they love 


kt * 
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S ergeant Mart'. Nicholson’ ; Scurried north, but excitement is mixed with We may ask why children who were consid- was always the strong possibility that they bad 

points to two PT^illi tjfres, so trepidation. There have already been sightings, ered to have such special needs were placed with fled the country. The other appalling option was 
new that the thin rubber fro^ Ireland to Lanza rote. This one, like theoth- novice parents. The social services spokesman that the couple and the children were dead, 
bridges between the treads era, could amount Lo nothing. Fbr the Bramieys, wfll only say it is “not a perfect science". But the For Ramsey has a reputation for losing 

are still intact and the treads a quiet, law-abiding couple described by relatives Reverend Jack Cooper the retired cleric who people. Last century the ancient Fenland settle- 
themseives are dean. It is still as “Mr and Mrs Average", have proved to be apparently spotted the family on the Yorkshire meat was a thriving port Left high and dry by 
a mystery to police why Jenny formidable fugitives, as elusive to the police as steam train, adds to a picture of parental inad- time, it now sits at the edge of hundreds of miles 
and Jeff Bramley on the run quicksilvec “I expected we would find them in equacy. He described the children as out of con- of deep, water-filled drains, which prevent the 
for four months with their a matter of days,” admits Mr Nicholson rueful- trol, and said that the Bramieys - and fens being reclaimed by the sea. If a car leaves 



S ergeant Mar{’_ Nicholsons 
points to two PWdli tjfres, so 
new that the thin rubber 
bridges between the treads 
are still intact and the treads 
themselves are dean. It is still 
a mystery to police why Jenny 
and Jeff Bramley on the run 
for four months with their 
foster children - Jade Bennett, E, and her half- 
sister Hannah, 3 - bought the expensive tyres 
for the family's blue, G- registration Honda 
Concerto, only to abandon the car in a residen- 
tial street in York at least six weeks ago. 

But the Honda, which was recovered last week 
and is now sitting in a lock-up at St Ives police 
station, near Cambridge, provides the first real 
trace of the couple who disappeared from their 
home in nearly Ramsey the day before they were 
to hand back to Cambridgeshire social services 
the children they adored, and had fostered for 
six months with a view' to adoption. 

Inside St Ives police station, in an investig- 
ation room plastered with already-fading news- 
paper cuttings about the Bramieys" flight, two 
large plastic bags of clothes and bel ongin g s , left 
in the car boot, present more puzzles. 

There is Hannah's pink anorak with flufiy, 
white-feke-fur-trimmed hood, and a similar 
winter jacket, in maroon, belonging to Jade. Jeff, 
34, and Jenny, 35, also left jackets behind. So 
slight and small is Jenny that hers was bought 
in the teenage section of a department store. 

Why (fid they leave behind the dothes - along 
an th oh ndrpn’ s car <a»ats. an empty handbag and ^ 
a stack ofplastic-wr^ped tea bags - when these' 
.did not figure in arty description issued by the 
police? Officers were unable to es tablish what 
dothes the family tad with them. 

The car is the police’s biggest - in feet, only 
- breakthrough. Remarkably it sat in the same 
Ybrk street for five weeks before residents re- 
ported it to. police, despite all the “tug-of-love" 
publicity and a description of the car - still bear- 
ing Hs publicised re^stration number- having 
been issued ta police. ■ 

The Honda’s discovery and a “good" subse- 
quent sighting of the family tjy a retired clergy- 
man on the North \brkshire Moors RailwayJlast 
weekgnd, means hope fora pobffi team hither- 
to bereft of leads. Seven STftiM officers have 


Scurried north, but exdtement is mixed with 
trepidation. There have already been sightings, 
froj Ireland to Lanza rote. This one, like the oth- 
ers, could amount to nothing. Fbr the Bramieys, 
a quiet, law-abiding couple described by relatives 
as “Mr and Mrs Average", have proved to be 
formidable fugitives, as elusive to the police as 
quicksilvec “I expected we would find them in 
a matter of days,” admits Mr Nicholson rueful- 
ly. “In this (fey and age, in this country it is amaz- 
ing they have managed for so long." 

Just how the Bramieys are managing is the 
major puzzle. Though the couple are described ; 
as frugal, the £5,000 in cash they took with them 
must now be dose to running out. However; they : 
have yet to draw on further funds. 

The police have suggested before that the 
Bramieys have not been caught because they 
are “so ordinary", easily camouflaged among the 
hordes of other thirtysome things trailing round 
with small children. But the police are consid- 
ering two otWdr possibilities: that someone is ao- 


We may ask why children who were consid- 
ered to have such special needs were placed with 
novice parents. The social services spokesman 
will only say it is “not a perfect science". But the 
Reverend Jack Cooper the retired cleric who 
apparently spotted the family on the Yorkshire 
steam train, adds to a picture of parental inad- 
equacy. He described the children as out of con- 
trol, and said that the Bramieys - and 
particularly Jenny - looked depressed, worn-out 
and beaten. 

The public seems to prefer descriptions from 
the Bramieys’ neighbours, of happy, well-cared- 
for children. 

It is four years since the naked body of little 
RIkki Neave, who was on Cambridgeshire’s at 
risk register; was found in a Peterborough 
wood. After his mother was jailed for child 
cruelty, the council admitted that it had tried too 
hard to keep Rikki within his birth family. An- 
other scandal occurred two years ago when the 
“career paedophile” Keith Laverack, a former 


by Mary Braid 


lively helping them, and that a public, blinded 
by sympathy for a childless couple who must re- 
turn the little girls they thought of as their own, 
is proving to be less vigilant than usual 
Social services deny ever saying that the 
Bramieys were “too strict", and totally dismiss 
rumours that they were considered too religious. 
-Hi tie is also absolutely no suggestion of any kind 
of abuse. Quite simply, a spokesman says, it was 
concluded “after woridng with the couple for six 
months" that they lacked the special parenting 
skills Jade and Hannah needed. The decision, 
the spokesman insists, was not taken lightly. The 
authority claims that this is the first time in 10 
years that it has terminated such a placement 
That the children had already suffered far too 
much intheir short lives is indisputable. It is just 
over a year since their mother -apparently un- 
able to cope -handed them over to soda] ser- 
vices for adoption. They had already been with 
one foster family before they were placed with 
the Bramieys, who had never fostered before. 
When the Bramieys gave them up, another set 
of foster parents was poised to replace them. 


Cambridgeshire senior social services manager; 
was sentenced to 18 years fbr assaulting child- 
ren in care. Those sympathetic to the Bramieys 
just assume that “the bloody social workers have 

got it wrong again". 

The prevalent public feeling seems to be that 
the couple’s flight is an act of love, not selfish- 
ness. But Mr Nicholson appeals to people - and 
particularly anyone harbouring the Bramieys - 
to put the children first. 

“The focus of the story has become Jeff and 
Jenny” he says. “And, yes, it is a sad story. But 
think of the children; their upbringing has been 
put on hold." Jade was due to start school in Sep- 
tember. Her uniform is still hanging, unused, in 
the abandoned house in Ramsey. 

At his home near Colchester Dave Bodle, 
Jenny’s brother a civil servant, says that the dis- 
covery of the Honda brought the couple’s wor- 
ried family some brief relief 
like the police, the family had considered two 
explanations for the failure to trace Jeff and 
Jenny. With Felixstowe, Harwich and a handful 
of otherports within easy reach of Ramsey, there 
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was always the strong possibility that they bad 
fled the country. The other appalling option was 
that the couple and the children were dead. 

For Ramsey has a reputation for losing 
people. Last century the ancient Fenland settle- 
ment was a thriving port Left high and dry by 
time, it now sits at the edge of hundreds of miles 
of deep, water-filled drains, which prevent the 
fens being reclaimed by the sea. If a car leaves 
the road, by accident or design, it can be 
months before the vehicle and its occupants 
are recovered. 

Dave and Jenny were born and grew up in 
Bury village, now an extension of Ramsey, 
where their father was sub-postmaster for 40 
years. The small extended family is close and 
private. So it was easy to contemplate the 
worst when Jenny, who “has never been out of 
contact fbr morr than a week” disappeared with- 
out a trace. 

Mr Bodle refuses to discuss social services’ 
decision to remove the children, saying that crit- 
icism will have to come from Jeff and Jenny 
themselves. But he says that the couple, who had 
been married for 10 years, loved the Bennett sis- 
ters and were “devastated” when told that they 
could not keep them. 

Mr Bodle, who has worked with people with 
special needs, says that while the children 
were “boisterous", they were not hyperactive or 
badly behaved. 

“Jenny and Jeff are so quiet,” he says. “So it 
was quite a contrast between them and the kids, 
but as a family group it seemed to work. The 
neighbours seemed to think so, as well.” 

He describes Jenny as bright but shy like the 
husband she met when they both worked at the 
post office. Both, he claims, are logical and 
rational pec^fe“Vbujustwouldneverhaveimag- 
ined they would do something as dramatic as 
this,” he says. “But they found themselves in 
extraordinary circumstances." 

He sympathises with the stress the couple 
have been under while trying to adopt the child- 
ren. An attempt to challenge the countiTs de- 
cision in court Med; social services remained 
‘judge and jury”. “A friend of mine has been 
through this,” says Mr Bodle, “and he says being 
under constant scrutiny from social services for 
six months was the worst time of his life." 

Continued on page 2 
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Cockerel 

Rimsky-Korsakov's masterpiece 

• ,r'7V.rC-. 4 - t ^ 

22 December - 16 January 

in repertoire 


Co".d-_CL=2 by Gennadi Rozhdestvensky 
Z Vladimir Jurowski 


-j :-y Tim Hopkins 
CssiCfisd jy Anthony Baker 
Lghbr'C o. Wolfgang Gobbel 

A major work of modern 2Cih century 
theatre portraying greed, desire and 
destruction set against ravishing music 
and rich text 


Tickets ; £7.50 - £60 

24 Hour Ticket Hotline 0870 842 2226 

0 1 7 ■ ut". ouOu 
















2/LETTERS 


TOMORROW IN 


THE INDEPENDENT 
ON SUNDAY 


REVIEW 



Picasso as you’ve never 
seen him before: 
new pictures from his 
photo album 







Jeremy Clarke takes 
his dog, Tonto, to 
find a French boar 


CULTURE 



Asterix: can he save the 
French film industry? 

~ REAL LIFE ~ 







What to wear when you 
have a cold or the flu 


PLUS 

How to manage your 
New Year debt 




the WEEKEND REVIEW 

■n- ° I™™” 


Letters to The editor 


Post letters to Letters 
or e-mail to lei 


>rs to the Editor, The Independent, I Canada Square, London E14 SDL md include Seedted for length 

letters@independent.co !uk(e-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address). Letters ma> oe 


to 0171 293 2056 
and clarity 


Workers on call 


Sin Congratulations on the 
excellent article an call 
centres (Magazine, 2 . 
January), it graphically 
illustrated the exploitation of 
workers in our “flexjble”job 
market. The use of agency 
staff makes it possible for 
employers to avoid their 
moral obligation to attend to 
the welfare of their workers in 
terms of job security 
employment rights and pay. 

It is dear that 

telemarketing is a permanent 
feature of the way many 
businesses operate and 
people who work in these 
centres should be given 
permanent jobs with all the 
benefits that full-time staff are 
entitled to. The abuse of 
agency staff where the vast 

majority of employees are 
agency wor k er s needs to be 
addressed in any “fairness at 
work” legislation. 

Ifour article implied that 

agency staff are not entitled to 

join a union. That is not so. The 
Communications Workers 
Union (CWU) has a recognition 
agreement with Manpower pic 
and employees of other 
agencies are welcome to join. 
CLIVE WALDER 
Birmingham 


Sir. The development of call 
centres and flexible working 
generally will produce an 
increasingly stratified 
workforce. While a majority of 
people will still enjoy tenured 
employment, there will be an 
increasing contrast with the 
lower-paid and less secure. 

The United States has 
provided the modeL There are 
more jobs, bat also increasing 
inequality, uncertainty and 
long hours for the lower paid. 

There are benefits for 
employers and employees in 
flexible approaches to 
employment, but these must 
not be at the expense of a new 
disadvantaged group. It is the 
responsibility of government 
to provide a strong enough 
framework to ensure that this 
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Sin Is Peter Stanford wbo 
wrote your report the same 
Peter Stanford who sport the 
day in BT*s call centre in 
Newcastle? 

Certainty, the Peter whom 
we saw confessed to a feeling 
of overall unease about what 
he saw as the grubby business 
of trade and commerce but 
then was honest enough to 
say how difficult he found it to 
reconcile that preconception 
with the bright, bubbly; 
enthusiastic and, yes, 
disciplined people he came 
across at every level 
throughout the centre. 

No doubt it is easier to 
recycle individual tales of woe 
from pseudonymous former 
telesales workers and 
previously published material 
but it stands reality on its 
head to suggest that our team 
at Newcastle is “working in a 
dehumanised environment 
for low pay”. Fbr the record, 
advisers ’average pay is 
around £9 per hour; with 
correspondingly increased 
rates for team and section 
leaders. Human factors are 
taken into account from the 
planning and design stages 
onwards. That includes the 
basics, from the eye-friendty 
lighting, comfortable chairs 
and plenty of space to the 
imaginative little things such 
as toe non-spill BT cup which 
Peter gently mocks. 

Fetegyou said you were 
almost won over to a career in 
telemarketing. Perhaps 
another visit would take you 
that extra step. Certainty here 
you’d be working with a 
tremendous bunch of people 
in an exciting and growing 
in dustry. 

KATHLEEN DOBIE 
Director 

BT Newcastle Call Centre 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
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Welsh Portraits No & From left to right, Anne Rogers, Louise Ffenn, Ceris Davies, Kathryn Game, Joanne Edwards 
from Bedwas in the Rhymney Valley, prepare for a night out Geraint Lewis 


does not happen, which is 
Iikety to mean developing a 
European approach to labour 
relations. 

JOHN ORFOKD 
Manchester 


Rail disasters 


Sir %ur report on the Virgin 
train that “ran out of puff” (4 
January) is indeed farcical, 
but is not without precedent 
One day in January last 
year I boarded a Regional 
Railways North East train at 
Durham, bound for Newcastle 
upon Tyne, normally just 
twenty minutes up toe main 
fine. TWo hours later I arrived 
in Newcastle, cold, enraged, 
and very late for work. The 
train had run out of diesel 
about two hundred yards after 
tearing toe only stop on the 
Durham -N ewcastle route, at 
Cbester-le-Street 
The train, unable to 
reverse the trifling distance to 
Chester-Ie-Street to allow 
passengers to disembark, sat 
blocking the main London- 
Edinburgh line for nearly 
ninety minutes. Passengers 
were prevented by 
train crew (rightly, I daresay) 
from dismounting and 
walking back along the tine to 
the platform, on grounds of 
safety. It occurred to me as I 


stood shivering in the corridor 
-for there had been no seats 
available as a result of toe 
usual overcrowding, and toe 
heating had been switched off 
- that if Regional Railways 
staff were so incompetent as 
to let their locomotive run out 
of fuel, what was to stop them 
routinety neglecting other 
basic aspects of running a 
train service, such as rolling- 
stock maintenance and safety 
procedures? 

At last a spare locomotive 
was sent to tow us up to 
Newcastle CentraL It did not 
come as a huge surprise that 
the coupling gear on the front 
of our train was damaged to 
the point of uselessness, and 
that therefore toe towing 
engine would have to go first 
to Durham and return to push 
us to Newcastle from the rear 
This added an extra half-hour 
to ourjourney time. 

Dr DOMINIC WATT 
Leeds 


Sex on TV 


Sir Rhys Williams says, “The 
9pm watershed is well 
understood" (“Too much sex 
on TV viewers say”, 7 
January). I recently 
complained to toe BBC about 
toe episode of Birds of a 
Feather broadcast at 8.30pm 


on 23 November last year on 
precisely those grounds. Mr 
Fraser Steel of toe BBC told 
me that “Although 9pm is the 
pivotal point in the evening's 
television, toe earlier a 
programme is placed toe 
more suitable it is tikety to be 
for children to watch on their 
own". This is the first 
indication that I’ve ever had 
that toe 9pm watershed is 
flexible. 

The BBC wants to portray 
toe changing compoation add 
varied family values which 
make up Britain in 1999. 
However when it comes to 
complaints they have a quaint 
1950s view of family life. Mr 
Steel wait on to tell me that 
“the BBC expect parents to 
share responsibility at all 
times of the day for assessing 
whether or not programmes 
should be seen by younger 
viewers”. 

Mr Steel and his colleagues 
in the BBC complaints 
department apparently live in 
a Reithian world where 
mothers don’t have to work, 
fathers are always home in 
time for tea and all under 16- 
year-olds are safety tucked up 
in bed at half past eight 
DAVID HALLAM MEP 
(Herefcnrlshireand 
Shropshire, Lab) 

Brussels 


In the minefields 


Sin We were appalled that 
allegations have been made 
or assumed of Mines Advisory 
Group involvement of any 
kind with accusations 
recently made that British or 
other government spies may 
be operating in Kurdish 
regionsoflraq (report, 8 ■ .. 
January). 

The Mines Advisory Group 
is an impartial politically 
neutral civilian, • • • - ' 

humanitarian organisation, 
registered as a charity. MAG 
is dedicated to stopping the 
loss of life and limb caused by 
landmines and un exploded 
ordnance. We do not operate 
in or dose to known sensitive 
areas such as borders. Our 
sole focus is to return safe 
land to poor communities so 
as to reduce the suffering that 
landmines cause. This is the 
reason for our presence in 
northern Iraq and in many 
other regions of the world. 

There is absolutely no basis 
for the allegations that have 
been made. The UN and cf 
course the British 
government are both fulty 
aware of this. 
lou McGrath 
Executive Director 
Mines Advisory Group 
Cockermouth, Cumbria 


Sin Is there any reason 
why publishers cannot 
agree on whether book 
spine titles should face left 
or right? Older hardback 
books were sensibly 
lettered across the spine so 
they could be read earity 
when the books were on 
shelves, but no longer If 
writing has to be along the 
spine, it seems more 
logical for the base of the 
letters to be on the left 
(back) side, so that books 
stacked on their sides are 
ready to read when 
removed from the stack. 
DRBELL 
Bath 


In Brief 


Sin Perhaps the reason the 
Bishop of St Albans 
suggested that young 
people might think the 
words “as if” in the 
Churches Advertising 
Network poster referred to 
a pop group (“The 
reverend revolutionaries” 

7 January) to that As If to, 
in fact, an up and coming 
Christian band, quite well 
known to young people 
who listen to Christian 


music. 

AILSAM WALKER 
SevenoakSjKent 


Sir. I hope Hugh Rogers’ 
friends have noted that he 
is not sending millennium 
cards on I January 2000 
(letter. 6 January) and has 
thereby counted himself 
out of party invitations. 
Away with such pedantry! 
life to fer living; and is 
fragile enough without 
allowing mathematical 
fundamentalists to 
intimidate us out of our 
generally accepted n sages , 
E TURNBULL 
Gosfiyrth, 

Northumberland 


Sin A measure of 
hypocrisy may on 
occasion perhaps be 
necessary to show that 
one believes in high 
standards of behaviour, 
even if it is difficult 
sometimes to live up to 
them. 

Even so, it rather sticks 
in the throat to see 
members of the US 
Senate taking a solemn 
oath “to do impartial 
justice”, when this could 
hardly be further from the 
intention of many. 
MICHAEL J EGAN 
Warrington, 

Greater Manchester 


Love on the run 


Royal pictures 

Sir Philip Hensherts article' i 
“Excuse me. Ma’am, they’re r -. 

our pictures" (8 January) ' 
describes the Royal Collection, 
as “of incalculable interest •- ] 
and value, but like an iceberg,^ 

largely unseen”. 

Last year just under 6 
million people visited the 

palaces and residences in 
which it is displayed, lb . j 

suggest the whole lot should . 
be in one of the national i 

museums or galleries — and J 
you would still have to pay an 
admission charge - would 
mean stripping out all the 
major works of art from i 

Bu ckingh am Palace. Windsor : 

Castle, Hotyroodhouse, 
Hamp ton Court Palace, the 
Tower of London, Kew Palace, \ 
Osborne House and 
Sandringham. 1 do not think .! 

this would be acceptable to 
the millions of people from all ? 
over the United Kingdom and ’ 
abroad who visit these ' 

palaces and residences to see J 
the Royal Collection in situ. ; 

Afl the collections of 

national significance in this 
country receive substantial 
taxpayers' money; the Royal 
Collection receives none and 
relies for its upkeep solely on 
the revenue generated from 
admission charges to toe 
various palaces and 
residences. Finally, may I say 
that the Queen does not own 
the Royal Collection 
personally but as sovereign, 
and as such holds the 
collection in trust for her 
successors and the nation. 
DICKIE ARBITER 
Assistant Press Secretary 
to The Queen 
Buckingham Palace 
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Arms to Africa 


Sir; Tony Blair is currently 
visiting South Africa with a 
view to establishing relations 
with president-in-waiting 
Thabo MbekL He is also there 
to secure UK defence 
contracts. South Africans are 
outraged by their 
government's intention to 
spend billions on weapons 
purchases, including £7 00m 
on British Aerospace/Saab 
Gripen fighters at £700m and 
possibly another £3 00m on 
BAe Hawks. 

As one South African 
economist Terry Crawford- 
Browne, has put it “People 
cannot eat warships, 
warplanes or tanks. Issues of 
human security relating to 
people- access to health 
services, dean water, jobs etc 
must take priority over the 
traditional notions of military 
security. Fbrtunatety there is 
no military threat to South 
Africa, yet the very real threat 
to security by poverty 
undermines our still fragile 
transition to democracy.” 

Talk of industrial 
participation benefits has 
been described as a smoke 
screen. Expenditure could be 
better used in education, 
housing and health. 

Once again the short-term 
interests of UK arms export 
companies are placed above 
social economic and 
humanitarian concerns and 
once again Tbny Blair leaves 
his government open to the 
suggestion that policy is 
manipulated by the arms 
exporters. 

RACHEL HARFORD 
Joint Co-ordinator 
CampaignAgainstArms 
Trade 
London N4 


Girl of the year 

Sin Although I cannot Haim to 
have made a count of girls’ 
names in the year's headlines 
(Miles Kington, 5 January) j I 
have a strong impression that 
the top girl’s name of 1998 was 
Prudence. 

DAVID WALLACE 
Hove, East Sussex 


An appeal for the Bramleys’ return 


Continued from page 1 

Like the police, Mr Bodle thinks it is pos- 
sible that toe Bramleys are being helped, 
though definitely not by a family member. 
And he agrees that public sympathy may 
be hampering toe police investigation. 
He has been told that even former police 
officers have said they would not arrest the 
Bramleys, but would give them money to 
help them on their way. 

However he says, toe only real solution 
is for toe Bramleys and the children to re- 
turn home. The situation is putting them 
and their extended family under great 
stress. ‘'Every night you go to bed think- 
ing maybe tocy will come back tomorrow.” 


Thick curtains are dosed over the front 
windows of toe Bramleys’ home on the 
Mailings, a private estate of modest houses 
crammed too closely together Only a few 
neighbours were aware of the Bramleys' 
desperate battle with soda! services. As 
one puts it, all they saw was two lively litiie 
girls with apparently devoted parents. 

Many locals share the public’s ambi- 
valence about the Bramleys’ “crime”. One 
woman thought Jade and Hannah were 
children from a previous marriage, until 
she heard them calling Jenny and Jeff 
Mummy and Dadcty- Though friendly, the 
Bramleys were private; most neighbours 
found out that they were fostering only after 


their disappearance. She saw nothing to 
suggest that the couple lacked parenting 
shills . “We don’t know all toe facts,” she 
says. “Bat the girls always looked happy 
and well looked after." And she adds: 
“What toe Bramleys have done, well, it’s 
not like a real crime, is it?” 

Ooe lawyer who specialises in child care 
cases wonders what will happen if the 
Br a mtpy s succeed in staying on the run for 

ayeai; or even two. fftoeddldren are well 
aod happy and have become even more at- 
tached to their “unsuitable” foster parents, 
will toe courts stQI consider separation to 
be in their best interests? But Cambridge 
social services points out that its decision 


to remove toe children was endorsed by 
the courts, and it will defend that stance. 
The children's current lifestyle, a spokes- 
man says, can only be doing them barm. 

If Jeff and Jenny are as logical as Dave 
Bodle says, they have probably concluded 
that eventually they will have to come home 
and hand the children over Perhaps in their 
distress they are spinning out one final fom- 

ity hoBday (with steam train hips and Other 

treats), dinging hopelessly to moments, 
and children, they cannot keep. An act of 
love or selfishness? Probably a bit of both. 


Mr Bodle asks the Brarnleys to call the Nat- 
ionalMissingPersonshe^xne , 0500 700 700 



The Rev Jack Cooper; who saw them 
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The Government’s 
risky gap between 
rhetoric and reality 

THE “LINE in the sand” is one of the great mala- 
propisms of contemporary British politics. John Major 
was forever trying to -draw a line under" his troubles 
only to have another lorry-load of ordure tipped over 
him. But he and his spinners sometimes got their Gulf 
war metaphors confused and said he was drawing a line 
in the sand - which hardly gave the intended impres- 
sion of finality. 

This week Tony Blair drew his line - on a beach in 
the Seychelles. A resolute article in yesterday's Inde- 
pendent, a no-nonsense speech in South Africa, and a 
tale of everyday muscular heroism rescuing a Danish 
holiday-maker from the treacherous currents, were 
designed to present the Prime Minister in his full 
“strong leader" regalia. Heavy casualties have been sus- 
tained. but the names of Mandelson, Robinson and Whe- 
lan have been inscribed on a wooden panel headed 
“They gave their all for New Labour”, and the strong 
leader carries on, sadder but undaunted. 

The tone is now like a comic-strip Churchill: “There 
are bound to be setbacks. We will face them, deter- 
minedly. There are bound Lo be attacks. We will respond 
to them, robustly.” And there was one wonderfully 
double-edged sentence in yesterday’s article: “We will 
continue to be Tor the future, not for the past" The 
trouble is that the past ain’t what it used to be: the past 
used to mean the Conservatives and Old Labour, now 
New Labour has a past as well, and Mr Blair wants to 
distance himself from the unhappy bits of it, and 
especially the events of the past three weeks. 

The Affair of Mr Mandelson’s Mortgage cannot be 
quite so easily pushed into the dusty filing cabinet 
marked “Historical Interest Only”, despite the Britan- 
nia building society's convenient absolution of the for- 
mer Trade and Industry Secretary yesterday. FV>r one 
thing, Mr Mandelson, in his attempt to put the affair 
behind him. said he wanted to get on with “rebuilding 
my political career”. 

It would be rash to predict Mr Mandelson’s early 
return to the Cabinet, but it seems unlikely that Mr Blair 
will not find some use for his undoubted skills. Which 
means that questions about his conduct, and about his 
understanding of the central concept in public probity, 
the appearance of. a conflict of interest, continue to be 
pertinent 

The damage done to the Government depends on the 
size of the gap between rhetoric and reality: they are 
the anode and the cathode and, when the electricity of 
public opinion is passed through them, the wider the 
gap the bigger the spark and the more destructive the 
explosion. 

Mr Blair promised that bis Government would be 
different, and he promised that things would be better. 
It may be unfair to discern no difference between 
Labour and its Tory predecessors, but the change has 
not been big enough or “radical” enough to justify New 
Labour’s rhetoric. 

Let us retain a sense of perspective. “Labour lead 
slumps to 23 points” is hardly the kind of headline which 
warns Mr Blair of impending meltdown. But The Inde- 
pendent's soundings among our panel of former Tory 
swing voters in Redditch, which we report today, sug- 
gest that the early cracks may run deep. 


The Prime Minister yesterday pledged to concentrate 
on the “big picture" rather than scandal and gossip, but 
it is precisely in the areas of education and health that 
“Mondeo man and woman” feel most let down. On the 
National Health Service, the Government has been on 
the defensive from the day after the last election, when 
it emerged that its apparently modest aim of cutting 
waiting-lists below the level it had inherited would be 
difficult and expensive to meet To be sure, the flu out- 
break is being used as a lever by doctors in advance of 
the pay review - there is no reason, for example, to care 
whether refrigerated lorries have to be used briefly as 
temporary mortuaries. 

But the same has happened in education, where an 
apparently modest “early” promise to cut infant class 
sizes will probably not be fulfilled in time for the next 
election. The amount of change visible to parents col- 
lecting their children from school therefore, fails to 
match up to the impression that “smaller class sizes” 
would be the first step to educational nirvana. 

All this could add to the impression of a government 
at the mercy of events, trailing behind Europe and 
powerless to influence the economy. 

There has long been a contradiction between the 
Prime Minister's New Jerusalem style and his “Rome 
Wasn’t Built in a Day” mode. If Mr Blair really wants 
to draw a line under the explosions of the past few weeks 
- and the collateral damage caused - then he needs to 
drop Jerusalem and adjust his rhetoric to what can real- 
istically be delivered. 


The Tories must 
feminise their party 

GETTING MORE women into Parliament could be the 
Conservative Party's only hope. After all as the old fem- 
inist slogan had it, they could hardly make a worse job 
of it than the men, could they? There are only 14 women 
Tory MPs, and they include all the party’s best 
performers: Ann Widdecombe, Theresa May, Angela 
Browning, Gillian Shephard and Teresa Gorman. So 
somebody needs to find the shrewd Ffion Jenkins a by- 
election to fight, urgently. Then she and Miss Widde- 
combe can fight a leadership contest. 

The problem Is, how to do it? The Labour Party did 
it the best way, which was to go for a strong dose of 
positive discrimination and have it struck down by the 
courts after large numbers of women had been select- 
ed That meant that the party did not - in the end - have 
to defend the indefensible, namely the exclusion of men 
on the grounds of their sex, and yet ended up with the 
right outcome in the form of 101 female MPs. 

The fact that a quarter of Labour’s MPs are women, 
however, has had disappointingly little effect on the male- 
dominated and family-unfriendly House of Commons. 
Thie, the Labour benches and even the Cabinet look as 
though they are inhabited by relatively normal people, 
while the Tory side and the Shadow Cabinet look like the 
boys and prefects of a single-sex school - albeit with a 


few token girls having been allowed into the sixth form. 

But the modernisation of Westminster's archaic work- 
ing practices is said to have been blocked -by the House's 
first woman Speaker, Betty Boothrqyd, who has shown 
all Margaret Thatcher's lack of sympathy towards 
women who have not yet made it to the top. 

That should not put the Tories off their quest to 
feminise their party from top to bottom. Of course, they 
cannot go down Labour’s woraen-oniy shortlist route. So 
far, though, ail that they have proposed in order to pre- 
sent themselves as modern, fresh and representative is 
a “target” of 250 women candidates at the next election. 

We should be a little more convinced of the Conserv- 
atives' sincerity if the person in charge of establishing 
this feminist base camp on the slopes of their electoral 
Everest were someone other than Roger Freeman, the 
Brylcreemed former minister whose main achievement 
is being mistaken for Cedi Parkinson. 

The modern mail 

ONCE UPON a time, e-mail was geeky, adolescent and 
unconvincing, with all its funny conventions, such as 
using “:>” to denote smiling and “Iol" for “laugh out loud”. 
But it is taking off, as we report today, with the British 
the biggest e-mailers of Europe. It has found its niche, 
an affectionate form in between the letter and the phone 
call enabling people to keep in touch at times that suit 
the rhythms of modern life. Welcome to the e-world. 


We must pardon Private Daly, 
the last man shot for mutiny 


MOST OF you will never have heard of 
Private James Joseph Daly. There is 
no immediate reason why you should. 
A soldier dead for 76 years, he is just 
one of the British soldiers who have 
been shot and lulled this century. He 
isatnyfootootefoBritishimpeTidhis- 

tory, of interest to a small group of mil- 
itary historians. But for me bis life and 

death illustrate a much bigger story 
one that goes to the heart of a very 
complicated relationship. 

But I wiD come to all that lata: First 
the simple facts, of James Daly’s life: 
a native of County Westmeath, in 
what was then British-ruled Ireland, 
Dal}’ was a private in the Connaught 
Rangers, a regiment that has served 
in the British army since the 1700s. 
Joining the British army for the 
proverbial “shining a day” was the 
escape route from poverty for tens of 
thousands of Irishmen down the 
years. They fought in every comer of 
the empire, subduing the natives and 
imposing the Fax Britarmica. 

The courage of the Irishmen who 
fo ugh t for Britain in the First and 
Second World Wars was largely 
ignored at home. It didrft fit with the 
prevailing nationalist view of the past 
Indeed it took until last November’s 
Re membrance Services before we 
sawthe Queen andtbelrfeh President, 
Mary McAleese, pay tribute to their 
memory at Messines Rk^se. It was. we 
were told, an occasion in which the 
Irish dead were honoured by the 
people of Ireland. Three-quarters of a 
century on, we finally reach a point 
where fire Irish state feels able to com- 
memorate Irishmen who bad died 
fighting for Britain. 

TO? have always suffered from a 
convenient amnesia about Irishmen 
fighting ontfae side of the old enemy. 



I remember a neighbour hi Dublin 
once telling me how her father; who 
had served at the Somme, had been 
shunned by local nationalists when he 
came home from the war. Others 
became targets and were shot by the 
IRA. But the simple feet is that the 
British shilling was all that saved 
thousands of families from starvation 
in the tenements of Dublin and the 
poverty-stricken lands west of the 
river Shannon. TTaditibn also had a big 
role to play. My neighbours’ grand- 
father bad served in the Boer wan she 

still keeps a brush he used for clean- 
ing his uniform. In fect the tradition 
of southern Irishmen serving in 
British regimaits continues to this day 
though not anywhere like on the same 
scale as before independence. 

But back to Private Daty. At the end 
of June 1920. Daly and the rest of his 
battalion were stationed at JuUunduc 
near Amritsar in British India. The in- 
femous massacre by British troops 
had taken place onty a short time be- 
fore. The area was seething with nat- 
ionalist anger; and the soldiers of the 
Connaught Rangers were an impor- 
tant part of the British garrison. There 
is little indication of what Daty and his 
colleagues thought about the mas- 
sacre Bui it would appear they were 
more concerned with events at hmne 
in Ireland. The previousyearIRAmen 
had ambushed a group of policemen 
at Soloheadbeg in County Tipperary. 
The kiQmgs Signalled the start ofanew, 
bitter phase in the Irish Thwbles. 

Within a few months the IRA was 
launching ambushes on British troops 
and Irish policemen across the coun- 
try It is said that one of the Connaught 

Rang^hwneonhoBdaysfromlhda, 
was attending a football match when 
he was held up and searched by 




FERGAL 

Keane 

To fight or to run, to follow 
orders or refuse - sooner 
or later most troops in 
battle confront these issues 


British troops. The incident shocked 
him. A British soldier being searched 
by British soldiers? What he saw was 
a country that was fast becoming an 
armed camp, where everybody was ex- 
pected to take a side. Being a British 
soldier matte him a target for the IRA, 
yet the British troops in Ireland re- 
garded him as one of the enemy. 

As the conflict escalated reports of 
atrocities by British farces began to 
reach the Connaught Rangers camp 
at Juflundun The precise spark for 
what happened next is still debated by 
historians. Some suggest it was a ser- 
ies of attacks by the irregular British 
forces, known as Black and Tans, 
which infuriated Daly and his friends. 
Others believe it was a massacre by 
regular troops in Dublin which pre- 
cipitated the crisis. At this point let me 
add a personal note: if anybody has far- 
ther information on the mutiny, any- 
thing that illuminates the facts or' 


counters misapprehensions, please 
get in touch with me. 

Whatever the exact incident. Pri- 
vate Daly and up to 150 other men 
staged a mutiny. It appears to have 
been a fairly badly organised affai r , 
beginning at Jullundur, then spread- 
ing to the mountains. A green flag was 
raised and the mutineers named their 
HQ “Liberty Hall", after the head- 
quarters of James Connolly’s Irish 
Citizen Army that rebelled against the 
British in 1916. The army chaplain. Fa- 
ther Baker; was the first officer to 
recognise the inherent danger in the 
mutiny: should it succeed the local In- 
dian population would surety be em- 
boldened to strike out at the British. 
This would give the British a power- 
ful reason to deal ruthlessly with the 
mutineers. The priest moved quickly 
to try atxl defuse the ablation. He per- 
suaded Daly and the others to hand 
in their weapons on the promise that 
all would be forgotten about 

Fbr a while this appeared to work. 
But tensions rose again. Some sqy Daty 

was pressurised!^ his coDeagues, fear- 
ful that without weapons were now 
at the mercy of the officers. Another 
theory is that the promise to “forget 
about everything” had been brokei by 
the officers. Daty and about 40 men 
drew bayonets and advanced on the ar- 
senal where the weapons were stored. 
On tiie way they were confronted by 
British officers who opened fire. Three 
men were hit Two died quicktyfrom 

ffieirwounds,aiwtherdiedlatermbos- 

pital from fever At least two at the dead 
may have been simply returning from 
their mess when they wandered acci- 
dentally into the line of fire But the 
gunfire ended the mutiny. Daty and his 
followers surrendered and were led 
away to the notorious prison at Luck- 


Q 


now. It was there, on 2 November 1920, 
after being eourt-martiailed, that 
Private James Joseph Daty, accused 
of being the ring-leader; was led out for 
execution by firing squad -the last man 
in the British army to be shot for 
mutiny- Eighteen others were given the 
death penalty but had their sentences 
commuted to life imprisonment Two 
years later they were freed when an 
independent Irish state was declared 
It is in the nature of war to throw up 
impossible choices. The death of 
normality that attends the outbreak of 
war propels men and women into a 
moral quagmire. To kill or not to HI 
to fight or to run, to follow orders or 
refuse. .. sooner or iater most troops in 
battle confront these issues. And yet 
militaiy doctrine, of necessity; demands 
absolute obedience. That is how armies 
work Soldiers are trained to react in- 
stinctivety to the shouted command. 
When mutinies happen, they are for the 
most part the result of soldiers’ angec 
poor leadership, bad conditions and 
heavy losses. What happened with 
Private Daly was different His choice, 
and that of the men who supported him, 
went to the core ofhis identity. An Irish- 
man in a British uniform, he was still 
a British citizen. In legal tains he owed 
his loyally to the king. But his heart told 
him otherwise. It is a choice few sol- 
diers ever have to mate 
Legally he was wrong. In human 
terms, though, can we condemn him? 
I don’t believe we should. He and the 
other mutineers may be a footnote in 
history There is no pressure from any 
source to reappraise the mutiny. But 
I think that it’s high time the Army fid. 
It is time to pardon Private Daty. 

Fergcd Keane is a BBC special cor- 
respondent 



Kosova children appeal 
to Independent readers 



Kosovar children 
refugees in Albania 
face cold, hunger and 
disease as waiter 
deepens. Many are in 
deep shock, having 
witnessed their parents 
and relatives titled in 
the awful atrocities 
from which they fled. 
Albania, the poorest 
country in Europe, has 
few resources to 
support the massive 
influx of refugees. 


Your action will help children who 
have lost everything 

The European Children's Thisi needs your swift 
response lo set up an emergency centre in Shkoder. northern 
Albania, to help 2500 refugees. Our centre will provide 
basic necessities and schooling to give security to the 
confused and frightened refugee children living in Shkoder. 

These are children and families whose homes have 
been lost, perhaps forever. 

Special help is needed for the traumatised children who 
have witnessed terrible crimes, and must now start to live a 
normal life. 

£30 could buy emergesicy medicine and 
food supplements for 5 Kosovar refugee 
children for a week. 


Please send \v hut you cun to save the 
displaced Rosotur children this winter. Call 
0800 056 3686 now or cut (he coupon below 


I enclose Q£30 Dmy choice £_ 


to save Kosovar 


I children. (Cheques to The European Children's Trust please). 
* Or debit ray Acctss/Visa/CAF card: 

| Card no 

I 


Si gnature — 
Mi/Mrs/Miss/Ms_ 
Address 


. Expixy date . 
Date. 


Postcode. 


I 


Telephone no 

Please return to; Tonya Banon, 116/AI, Jtaura 
Emgretncy Appeal The Eanygm Orikirea's 
Trim. FREEPOST KEfBM. 6M Queen Sum. 
London. EC4B 4AR. 

Or call 0800 056 3686 NOW. 




Keg. Charily ,Vtf -W.W70 


I 


Please act NOW - your gift will give hope 
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All the News of the world 

Bill Clinton on trial • Charlie Whelan’s resignation • NHS in crisis • Trading in the euro • A royal marriage 


BILL CLINTON ON TRIAL 


US opinion about the procedures that the Senate should 
employ in trying the impeachment of the President 


The New York 
Times 

AFTER THE strife in the House, the 
opening of the Senate trial of Pres- 
ident Clinton looked reassuringly 
decorous. Senator Strom Thur- 
mond, who was bom only 34 years 
after Andrew Johnson's impeach- 
ment swore in the big, calm-looking 
Chief Justice, William R ehnquto t. 
The leaders’ decision to tamp down 
party feuding and call a bipartisan 
caucus of all senators for this morn- 
ing brought a surprisingly promis- 
ing end to a grimly historic day that 
few expected to see. It is too early 
to rterlarp that, this mar ks the emer- 
gence of a rational statesmanship 
that has been missing in the House 
and at the White House. But the Sen- 
ate has a momentous opportunity 
today to adopt rules that would 
shorten the trial, avoid months of re- 
dundant testimony and allow pas- 
sage of a censure that the public and 
the evidence demand. 

* 

Dallas morning 
News 

THIS TRIAL will be one of the most 
monumental tests the US Senate 
has ever faced. Unfortunately. 
Americans may not get to see the 
foil deliberations as senators reach 
their verdict about President Clin- 
ton’s fate. Without on-the-scene 
cameras, the public will be left with 
only ‘‘sound bites" provided after the 
fact for the news shows, hardly be- 
fitting the complexity of the moment 
The final deliberations must re- 
main open to the public. This rare 
moment should prove a valuable 
civics lesson for the nation on both 
the Constitution and the impor- 
tance of character In government 

♦ 

The Washington 
Post 

THE HOUSE, in our opinion, erred 
in its decision to impeach Mr. Clin- 
ton. But an impeachment by the 
House demands of the Senate a pro- 
ceeding of sufficient rigor to satisfy 
the more moderate of Mr Clinton’s 
political foes - should the president 
ultimately be acquitted - that the 
Senate, at the least did not shirk its 


obligation to face up to his odious 
conduct Fbr this reason. House 
managers should be given an op- 
portunity to present senators with 
the case against Mr. Clinton in a 
manner that does not trivialize his 
behavior fay trivializing its pres- 
entation. 

As long as a majority of senators 
believe that additional testimony is 
necessary in order to inform their 
final votes, it seems reasonable to 
permit whatever witnesses the 
House wishes to cal The Senate can 
and should end the trial as soon as 
a majority of senators become con- 
vinced that hearing from more wit- 
nesses will not aid them in their 
determinations of how to vote. 

+ 

The Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette 

AS BILL Clinton approaches the 
zenith^adir of his political career; 
all eyes should be glued on the open- 
ing of his trial in the Senate of the 
United States, its solemn cere- 
monies and once-in-a-cen tiny rit- 
uals, and the general national 
reaction is: Ho hum. 

Despite the usual ponderous 
music and basso profondo voices of 
the announcers and commentators, 
the whole scene has all the solem- 
nity of picking a number in the 
take-out line. The stage may be im- 
posing, but somehow the central 
character has manage d to shrink 
everything down to bis own super- 
ficial dimension - the Capitol, the 
Constitution, the issues, the histor- 
ical background, even the lies. The 
setting seems out of scale - too 
grand for the mediocre president 
being tried. 

♦ 

The Philadelphia 
Inquirer 

IMPARTIAL JUSTICE? Hmmm. 
That’s what 100 US senators have 
just sworn to pursue in the trial of 
Bill Clinton. 

What I want to know is this: WQl 
these five-score men and women 
abide by their pledge, or have they 
exposed themselves - as the Pres- 
ident they're trying has done - to 
charges of lying under oath. (David 
Finkle) 


Clean up this shambles 


NEW STATESMAN 

CHARLIE WHELAN’S departure, along 
with that of Geoffrey Robinson, will 
grieve Gordon Brown as much as Peter 
Mandelson’s loss will grieve Tony Blair. 
Although Mandelson, an elected MP and 
a Cabinet minister; was much the more 
influential figure, Whelan, too, had been 
at the centre of New Labour since its cre- 
ation. There is a palpable sense of relief 
among minis ters that both Mandelson 
and Whelan have left the heart of gov- 
ernment But before toey teethe purge, 

they should recall one si gnifican t point 
most newspapers are essentially hostile 
to this government One of the myths 
about New Labour is that all journalists 
are under its spefl. Yet I can remember 
countless occasions when Mandelson 
and Whelan, working separately, pre- 
vented damaging stories from fairing off 
or managed to get front pages helpful to 
the Government The mantle of the spin 
doctor now falls to Alastair Campbell 
alone. (Steve Richards) 


Daily Record 

CHARLIE WHELAN knew he had to go. But 
the Government is not, as the Tories 
daim, falling apart at the seams. However; 
when he returns from South Africa, Mr 
Blair must dean up the shambles. 

Wfadan was a star of the election cam- 
paign, successfully spinning Gordon 
Brown's camp ai gn to reassure the better- 
off voters that he could be trusted not to 
raise their taxes. 

He was a doggedly loyal henchman and 
a first-class communicator of complicated 
politics. However; Brown is still too 
powerful for his personal position to be 
seriously undermined. 

Now that two of the prime spin doctors 
and in -fighters have gone, New Labour 
should make its New Start A truce has to 
be enforced on the vendettas that divert 
attention from the Government’s achieve- 
ments. The Cabinet could actually give the 
impression of being a team, 


The Express 

NEW LABOUR is spinning out of control 
Political infighting played a major role in 



CHARLIE WHELAN’S RESIGNATION 


Verdicts on the resignation of Gordon Brown's press secretary 
and the consequences to New Labour 


the collapse of the last Conservative gov- 
ernment, and what destroyed it can just 
as easily destroy Labour 
It as the Prime Minister tells us, New 
Labour is “bigger than aqy one todiridual”, 
then anyone who undermines him or the 
Government's integrity must go. And if that 
indudes senior ministers, such as Peter 
Mandelson and Geoffrey Robinson, it 



certainly indudes advisers and press 
aides such as Charlie Whelan. 


The Times 

GORDON BROWN no longer needs Charlie 
Whelan. Like the already departed 


Mr Browns 

mg band of lads ate pizzas, watched foot- 
ball and plotted a new economic strategy 
albeit in the elegance of the Grosvenor 
House rather than the more lowly Boar s 
Head Tavern in Eastcheap. 

That was fine for opposition, but, in 

office, Mr Brown has outgrown this phase. 

So their resignations are a liberation, a 
chance for Mr Brown to develop as Chan- 
cellor; to demonstrate that he has “tu rned 
away my former self" and “those that kept 
me company”. 

The danger fe that Mr Brown win. 
Instead, see the departures of Mr Whelan 
and Mr Robinson as a personal defeatand 
a victory for his enemies. So he may turn 
even more upon himself- (Peter Riddell) 


DAILY MAIL 

THE CRASHING fall of Charlie Whelan 

hopefully marks the banning of the end 

of the era of the spin doctor. And not 
before time. Politics could well do with- 
out this breed of hatchetmen who do little 
to further the smooth running of gov- 
ernment but do much to distort the 
truth. Gordon Brown is unlikely to risk 
resurrecting the spin doctor corpse when 
he chooses Mr Whelan’s successor. fSir 
Bernard Ingham) 


The Guardian 

OF COURSE, Charles Alexander James 
Whelan, loveable or unloveable as he may 
be, is no innocent He is the Vinnie Jones 
of spin. Relatively untroubled by profes- 
sional scruples, he was a lethally effective 
operator on behalf of Gordon Brown, as 
capable of brutal assassinations of 
“enemies” as be was brilliant at project- 
ing - and protecting - his friends. But, in 
the end, he made too many enemies. 

He was perceived, righfly or wrongly, as 
someone who imparted the bitter tactics 
of Seventies sectarian union fi ghting into 
Nineties government Though he served 
Mr Brown well, he knew that he was 
becoming a liability. 

When the fete of a treasury press off- 
ice* threatens to overshadow the launch 
of a single European currency it is time to 
bow out 


THE NHS IN CRISIS 


Views on the shortages of emergency services, hospital beds 
and nurses this winter in the National Health Service 


The Mirror 

ALL SORTS of shortages have 
created the crisis in the health 
service. But one symbolises 
all that is wrong- the shortage 
of nurses, Years of Tory neglect 
and deliberate cuts under- 
mined nurses in many ways. 
Labour should have known all 
this when it came to power yet 
it is only today that Health 
Secretary Frank Dobson re- 
veals the crisis. He is rightly 
proud that more nurses are 
being trained yet still there 
will not be enough of them. 


The Daily 
Telegraph 

NO HEALTH service, however 
richly endowed, can hope to 
cater for citizens who, struck by 
a common ailment, see no 
alternative but to seek a hos- 
pital bed. To some extent Mr 
Dobson and his political col- 
leagues have brought this on 
their own heads. There is a dis- 
position constantly to present 



the National Health Service as 
a cornucopia, available always 
to dispense limitless care to the 
sick for next to nothing. There 
is less emphasis laid on its ob- 
vious limitations and no em- 
phasis at aO on the obligation 
of all citizens to provide at 
least some primary health care 
within the home. 


The Economist 

TO MEET the public’s expec- 
tations, the NHS may have to 
maintain a greater amount of 
spare capacity to cope with a 


rush of patients, whether due 
to outbreaks of infectious dis- 
eases or, say, a spate of acci- 
dents in icy weather And the 
more spare capacity hospitals 
maintain, the less efficient 
they are. In the end, the, there 
is no “right” number of beds. 
It is up to ministers, NHS offi- 
cials and public opinion to- de- 
cide on the cost effectiveness 
of the NHS and its ability to 
cope with sudden peaks in 
demand. 


The Times 

However many more nurses 
are recruited, more hospitals 
built and wards opened, the 
public's expectations will al- 
ways exceed the NEB'S capac- 
ity. Anecdotes of people with flu 
ringing 999 typify the culture of 
entitlement that now exists. 
Mr Dobson is trying to feed this 
appetite by spending an extra 
£21 bn on health over the next 
three years. This wfll merely 
fuel, rather than control pub- 
lic expectations. 


TRADING IN THE EURO 


The European press evaluate the euro after 
the beginning of dealing in the new currency 


Frankfurter 

allgemeine 

Zeitung 

Germany 

THE WORLD financial markets 
greet the euro with strong 
gains. Europe's common cur- 
rency wins noticeable value 
compared to the dollar on the 
very first trading day. And the 
euro is celebrated with strong 
gains on the stock and bond 
markets as wefl. No doubt the 
euro has survived its first 
baptism by fire. 


La Libre 
Belgique 

THERE IS still a lot to play for 
What happens far example if one 
of the euro-zone countries is hit 
by economic difficulties which do 
not affect the others? The de- 
valuation weapon is no longer 
open to us. So a localised shock 
could lead to sharp recession. 
Euroland does not have the 
American safety valve, where 


workers can flee recession by 
moving from one state to an- 
other And federal-style bud- 
getary transfers are almost 
non-existent because the EU 
budget is Lilliputian by com- 
parison with the US's. 


le Monde 

France 

THIS IS a message to the Eng- 
lish: the ball is now in your 
court' The euro is waiting for 
you. The EU and its newborn 
money need you. You have al- 
ways been highly sceptical to- 
ward the construction of 
Europe. Ybu have always been 
dragging your feet to commit 
yourself to the European design. 
To you the EU was a “French 
idea”, designed and run by a 
“continental bureaucracy” 
under a “Goman influence”. Up 
till now you were willing to wait 
on the platform .. . Ybu are in the 
habit of waiting for European 
trains to start moving. Now the 
euro is launched, it is time for 
you to join it 


A ROYAL MARRIAGE 


Comment following the announcement that 
Prince Edward is to marry Sophie Rhys-Jones 


THE VIEWS OF THE WORLD 




The Express 

THE MEDIA must be careful not 
to hound the newlyweds. Mar- 


in the best of drcumstances; 
having every action picked over 
by a ravenous media won’t help 
Sophie and Edward to get off to 
a proper start 


the Sun 

SOPHIE’S LOOKS remind many 
of Diana, but there comparisons 
should end. Even her title could 
be sensitive. There could only 
ever be one People’s Princess. 
The Queen must make Sophie 
a darling Duchess. 


The Guardian 

AFTER ANNE, Charles and 
Andrew we know better than to 
believe in fairy tales. Our 
thoughts should be reserved for 
Sophie Rhys-Jones. Numer- 
ous precedents suggest that it 
cannot be an easy thing to 


many into the Royal Family, 
even at such an inconsequen- 
tial level. The less she and Ed- 
ward make of it the better. 


The Mirror 

WELL I don’t know about you 
but I haven't slept There I was 
putting away the Christmas 
decorations, wondering what I'd 
next hang from my bare walls, 
when I heard the joyous news. 
And with teary eyes I reached 
for my bunting and sewing kit 
and got cracking. Hurrah! for 
Edward and Sophie, I say. 
(Brian Reade). 


Daily Mail 

SOPHIE COMMITTED her usual 
fashion faux pas yesterday, 
wearing another pair from her 
huge collection of round-toed, 
dumpy-heeled shoes. They took 
as though they belong to a 
woman twice her age, and do 
nothing for her ankles. (Trudi 
Wallace) 


_ Of DER STANDARD 
Austria 


LE MONDE 
France 


THE ECONOMIST 
UK 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Stories from around the world 


POTTSTOWN 

Mercury 

us 

OHM2GOD. THEY stole 
Kenny... And Stan, Kyle. Cart- 
man and Chel too. Fans of the 
Comedy Central cartoon show 
South Park coay recognize the 
familiarity of that line from the 
show, but to police, it describes 
a theft being investigated in 
Balfy. The theft involves a hol- 
iday display of figures repre- 
sen ting the South Park cast 
Grom toe lawn of a home at Elm 
and North Church streets earfy 
Monday morning. As the home- 
crafted South /tok scene's cre- 
ator Liz HOlegass said, “It was 
a South Park manger-type 
scene” The fans of the Come- 
dy Central cartoon hit spent 
$350 and considerable time 


m a king five figures from toma- 
to cages and wire, and dressing 
them in appropriate clo thing 
and masks. 


The Times of 
India 

for patients proceeding to 
the United States for surgery, 
there is disquieting news. Sur- 
geons are removing wrong 
parts of the botfy there: am- 
putating the wrong foot, re- 
moving the wrong kidney and 
operating the wrong ride of the 
brain. Patients' bodies are now 
being autographed to avoid 
what has come to be called 
“wrong-site surgery". Patients 
are writing “yes" on one leg 
and “no" on the other so the 
healthy leg is not eliminated. 



Quotes of 
the Week 



“I am not scared of 
flying. I am scared of 

cr ashing " 

Helen Baxendcde, 

actress (above) 

“We have had. more 
back-biting in the 

Government in the 
last few weeks than 
you could cram into 
an average episode of 
Dallas.” 

William Hague, 

Tory leader 

“Our Ttest team needs 
someone to stand 
back and not be the 
father figure or the 
friend to pat them on 
the back or give them 
a cuddle. He should 
give them a kick up 
the backside now and 
again.” 

Geoffrey Boycott, 
former cricketer 

“I dont need a 
witness to tell if this 
is a blue dress or 
not” 

Senator Patrick J 
Leahy, Democrat 

“If I know sex is going 
to happen, l try to 
distract my husband 

with a cup of tea and 

a biscuit " 

Unnamed pensioner 
on sex on TV 

It takes two to spin. 

A spin doctor is only 

as good as his 

contacts." 

Derek Draper, 

former spin doctor 


* 
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COMMENT/5 


The mobile way to keep my son on message 


HERE'S A sad story. A friend's 
eight-year-old son was asked by his 
granny in the Shetland Isles what 
he wanted for his birthday. “A mo- 
bile," he squeaked excitedly on a 
crackling line to Harolds Wick on 
the Lsle of UnsL 

My friend lives in trendy 
Clapham wliere aQ her son's school 
friends apparently got mobiles for 
Christmas. Yes, I did say eight 
years old. According to the latest 
information from the Federation of 
Communication Services, the mo- 
bile communications industry body, 
kids are becoming as addicted to 
Vodaphones as their parents. 

A week later the parcel arrived 
ll contained two coat-hangers from 
which six brightly coloured card- 
board fishes were attached by 
lengths of string. "Dear Jasper, 


Happy birthday. I hope you enjoy 
vour fish mobile. Lots of love. 
Granny." said the message. 

Call it a cop-out, bid I’ve finally 
succumbed and betrayed all my 
long held and widely advertised 
principles - 1 bought my 15-year-old 
son a pager for Christmas. 

"It isn't really for him," I told the 
man in the mobile shop. For some 
reason I felt I should justify the pur- 
chase. "It's for my peace of mind. 
Half the time I've no idea where he 
is. At least this way I shall be able 
to track him down.” “If he calls 
back.” the man in the mobile phone 
shop said laconically. 

"Mum, you're a star," I was in- 
formed on Christmas morning. 
"It's well dry lie really nice!. Much 
better than jack’s." Why. what's 
wrong with Jack's, I asked. Aren’t 



Sue Arnold 

I've fitially succumbed 
and betrayed all my 
principles - I bought my 
1 5 -year-old son a pager 


they all the same? No apparently 
they're not Jack’s is dry tie not very 
nice) because it doesn’t automat- 
ically beam over the latest football 


results and lottery numbers. Tt‘ I'd 
known that the one I bought in- 
cluded those facilities. 1 should 
not have parted so readily with my 
40 quid. 

So far, at least, the novelty hasn't 
worn off When I beam my message 
(up to SO characters including 
spaces) the charming girl at the 
Zap - it's not called a pager 
message-answering service by the 
way, it's called a Zap; don’t ask me 
why; it's just another of its well dark 
facilities - my son returns the call 
immediately. 

We’re slowly getting the hang of 
it. Instead of making him call me 
back, which, be complained, costs 
him top, I can give the instructions 
direct to the Zap gjrl Thus. "James; 
it’s me, Mum. Don’t forget you’ve 
got an appointment with the doc- 


tor tomorrow at 10.15 about your 
verrucas." 

It's surprising how much you can 
get into 80 characters including 
spaces. When I relayed that mes- 
sage about the verrucas to the Zap 
girt I found myself apologising for 
its unpleasant content. “Don’t 
worry, you’d be surprised at some 
of the things we have to pass on," 
she said. "Sometimes we have to 
water them down a bit” Tm glad 
to hear iL 

My son had a message the other 
day from his friend Buddy. What 
Buddy said to the Zap girl was: "Lis- 
ten dickhead call Buddy soonest or 
he’ll kick vour arse." What the Zap 
gui relayed to James came out as 
“James, call Mr Buddy as soon as 
possible or he'll kick your bottom.” 

My daughter tells me that the 


latest wheeze in her office is to 
think up truly preposterous pager 
messages to test the reaction of the 
Zap girl So far none of them has 
come up with anything too shock- 
ing to pass on. 

"The small Vietnamese child 
you ordered from South East Asia 
Leisure Services Inc has now ar- 
rived and is ready for collection at 
the cargo office in terminal three 
Heathrow," aroused only the mUd 
comment that it probably wouldn't 
fit into 80 characters including 
spaces. Would it be possible to ab- 
breviate the name of the company? 

We’d better make the most of the 
pager before, peer-group pressure 
and all that we have to upgrade to 
a proper motile. Now that really is 
going to be a headache, not just be- 
cause of the huge choice - two-tone. 


leopard-skin, with or without e-mail, 
Internet, personal computes word 
processing and fax facilities - but 
because of the reputed danger 
from radiation. I read an article re- 
cently about the gruesome effect 
that low-level microwaves can have 
on mobile phone users. 

lb ray technically untutored ear; 
a low-level microwave is a small 
oven for heating up shepherd's 
pie or cooking meringues, but the 
article went on to describe the re- 
search into low-level microwave 
mobile phone radiation carried out 
by Professor Henry Lei at the Uni- 
versity of Washington in Seattle on 
small rodents. 

Headaches, disorientation, not 
being able to remember the Prime 
Minister's name. It was chilling. 
Give me a Zap girl any day. 


The Saturday Profile 


William rehnquist, Chief justice of the United states 


Playing poker 


with a nation 


THOSE WHO contend that history has a 
twisted sense of humour found their 
perfect example this week in the spectacle 
of William Hubbs Rehnquist being sworn 
in to preside as an "impartial" judge over 
the impeachment trial of President Clinton. 

The least of it is that Rehnquist. a higlily 
ideological conservative, was sworn to 
judicial impartiality by the presiding officer 
and oldest member of the Senate, Strom 
Thurmond of South Carolina, a man so Ear 
to the Right that 51 years ago he ran for 
President as a “Dixiecrar in protest 
against the very modest moves the 
Democratic party (to which Thurmond 
then belonged) had made in the direction 
of conceding civil rights to Mack Americans. 

Another irony lies in the fact that 
Rehnquist, as an amateur historian, 
published a book in 1992. Grand. Inquests, 
about the two previous most important 
impeachment trials in American history: 
those of Chief Justice Samuel Chase in 
1813. and of President Andrew Johnson in 
1868. The book is being republished, and 

has already reached the bestseller lists, but 
Rehnquist has decided not to update it for 
fear of giving away his opinion on matters 
that could come up in the Clinton triaL 

That has not stopped Washington 
journalists rushing to see if they can 
glean any hints from it about how Rehn- 
quist will conduct the trial. The failure of 
bipartisan attempts to cut the trial process 
short means that Rehnquist is now bound 
to have considerable influence over the pro- 
ceedings. For the senators, not normally 
short of a word or several hundred on most 
subjects, will be largely silenced in the 
impeachment triaL They will be taking part 

as jurors, and however much they may take 

part in offstage manoeuvring, in the trial 
itself they win be limited to submitting ques- 
tions in writing through the Chief Justice. 

The constitution prescribes that the 
President can only be found guilty on an 
impeachment by a two- thirds majority that 
is, by 67 senators, which is 12 more than 
the present Republican majority of 55. 
Twenty- six rules have been handed down 
to guide the senators. But once the trial 
starts, they will be entering largely 
uncharted waters, so the Chief Justice's 
role will certainly be influential and could 
be decisive. 

That is why the irony is so profound. For 
President Clinton is a relatively centrist 
Democrat, far from an extreme liberal by 
objective measures. But to the conserva- 
tive R^iubUcans who impeached him in the 
House of Representatives, and even more 
to the “movement conservatives”, the 
Religious Right, the financial backers and 
ideological journalists who egg them on, 
Clinton is objectionable as a liberal. 

Privately, Chief Justice Rehnquist 
certainly shares their opinion. He is an 
unashamed ideological conservative. He 
was sent to the Supreme Court 27 years 
ago as such by President Nixon, as part of 
a calculated plan on Nixon's part to end 
liberal domination of the Court His voting 


and his opinions as first a justice, then chief 
justice, have been reliably conservative. 
Indeed, while his impartiality should not 
be impugned, on a number of occasions he 
has even intervened judicially in the 
preliminaries of the President’s investi- 
gation in ways that helped to bring Clinton 
before the bar of impeachment 
By the end of the 1960s, the Republicans, 
and conservatives generally, were furious 
at what they saw as the activist liberal 
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Origins: Swedish parents. Father a 
wholesale paper salesman 
Married: Natalie Cornell (d 1991) 
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Air Corps. 

1943-46 
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Supreme Court 
Justice 1972. 

Chief Justice 
1986. 

Passion: Gilbert 
and Sullivan. His 
gown (right) is 
modelled on that 
of the lecherous 
Chief Justice in 
lolanthe. 

Plays: Croquet and poker 
On the last impeachment 
(1865): its operation “was less like 
chat of a grand jury than like that of 
the manager of a political 
candidate’s campaign looking into 
what charges might be made 
against a political opponnent” 




judgements of the “Warren Court” - the 
Supreme Court under Chief Justice Earl 
Warren. Those decisions included the 
famous declaration, in the Brown case in 
1954, that racially segregated education 
was unconstitutional But there were other 
decisions - banning prayer in schools, 
protecting the rights of criminal suspects 
against the police, endorsing affirmative 
action and mandating school busing in the 
interests of racial equality - that out- 
raged conservatives scarcely less than 
Brown. President Nixon set out to destroy 
the liberal majority on the Supreme Court 
One of the longest-acting powers of a 
President lies in his ability’ to change the 
personnel, and so in the end the politics, 
of the Court He can appoint justices, 
though they must then be confirmed by the 
Senate, after hearings, once fairly 


perfunctory, but increasingly bitter and 
political in recent years, in part because 
of the way the process was politicised by 
Richard Nixon. Nixon had bad luck with his 
first nominations, one of whom turned out 
to belong to an all-white country dub and 
the other to be spectacularly mediocre 
(giving rise to the immortal defense that 
“mediocre people had a right to be 
represented on the Supreme Court too). 
But he still had time to put three more 
conservatives on the Court before he 
resigned to forestall his own impeachment 
One of them was William Rehnquist who 
had been an assistant attorney-general in 
Nixon’s own Department of Justice before 
Nixon appointed him to the Court in 1972. 

He was. had always been and has re- 
mained an extreme conservative. One 
research group found that he bad been con- 
sistently the most conservative justice on 
the Court taking the conservative position 
(sometimes, admittedly, hard to define) in 
85 per cent of cases. 

. Rehnquist grew up in Wisconsin, in the 
suburban, white middle-class world of Mil- 
waukee. famous for its been German ori- 
gins and northern European Protestant 
traditions. His parent were Swedish. 
Lutheran and of that mid-Western busi- 
ness conservatism that has given so 
much support to Ross Perot Following 
High School he pursued an Ivy League ed- 
ucation. first in poltical sciences at Stan- 
ford University and then to the 
traditionally liberal Harvard Law School, 
where he graudated top of his class. He 
then moved to Arizona, where they tend 
to resent the Federal government as if it 
were a colonial power, and practised law 
in Phoenix. There he became a friend and 
adviser of Senator Barry Goldwater. who 
ran for President as a conservative 
Republican candidate in 1964 and got 
trounced by Lyndon Johnson. 

Rehnquist, even liberals agree, is un- 
stuffy and a pleasant enough man 
personally. Tail and now stooped, be hikes 
his loafers up on the table like a regular 
Western fellow, and used to wear bis hair 
long at least by the standards of judges. 
He has written, though not published, a 
detective novel, and he is fond of Gilbert 
& Sullivan; he will even preside over the 
impeachment in a gown he designed for 
himself (with gold bands to look like one 
be saw worn by the Lord Chancellor in a 
production otloUmthe). He is also a keen 
amateur painter and a poker player. 

He is, however, an unashamedly 
ideological judge and, moreover, that 
unusual animal, a pro-government 
conservative. The catch is that the 
government he favours is the state 
government as opposed to the federal 
government of the United States. In this 
he is squarely in the tradition of southern 
conservatives who have always defended 
states’ rights against Washington. 

Nor is his conservatism just a matter of 
abstract constitutional principles. As one 
writer put it he invariably sides “with the 



The world will be watching, but how impartial can Chief Justice William Hubbs Rehnquist really be? Katz 


prosecution in criminal cases, with busi- 
ness in anti-trust cases, with employers in 
labour cases, and with the government in 
[freedom of] speech cases". 

Paul Martin, a student of the Supreme 
Court at Oxford University, points out 
that Rehnquist has consistently voted for 
extending the death penalty, most recently 
even to mentally retarded killers and 
murderers who were juveniles when they 
killed. (Bill Clinton, as governor of 
Arkansas, signed the death warrant of a 
mentally retarded murderer) He has also 
steadily opposed abortion. But of ail the 
positions he has taken, the one that has 
probably caused him most trouble was one 
he maintains was not his own. 

A lot of the work of Supreme Court 
justices is done by “clerks”, bright young 
lawyers, most of them graduates of elite 
law schools. In the 1950s Rehnquist fresh 
out of Harvard Law School clerked for 
Justice Robert Jackson, a New Dealer who 
was the chief US prosecutor at Nuremberg 
Rehnquist wrote a memo arguing that the 
plaintiffs in the school desegregation cases 
(Brown and others associated with it) ought 

to fail because there was nothing uncon- 
stitutional about education that was “sep- 
arate but equal"; precisely the point the 
Warren Court rejected. 

When Rehnquist was elevated by 


President Reagan from within the ranks 
of the Supreme Court judges as Chief 
Justice in 1986. the Democrats brought this 
up against him. Rehnquist insisted he was 
setting forth Justice Jackson’s opinion, not 
his own. Others have maintained, plausibly, 
that whether or not it was Jackson's opin- 
ion (it was, alter all settled law at the time 
that segregation was legal), it was certainly 
Rehnquist’s opinion at the time. The result 
was that the hearings held by the Senate 
on his appointment as chief justice, pre- 
viously gentlemanly if not perfunctory, 
turned into a fierce ideological battle. In 
the end. Rehnquist was approved, but with 
the greatest number of votes against in 
history: 33 of the 98 senators voting voted 
against The rough ride liberal senators 
gave to Nixon's solicitor-general Robert 
Bork, whose nomination was withdrawn, 
has left a lasting scar on conservatives. 

Not much has been made of it yet but 
Rehnquist has not managed entirety to 
keep himself out of the political manoeu- 
vring leading up to Clinton's impeachment 
Originally Janet Reno, the President’s 
attorney-general under a statute that has 
since been repealed by Congress, ap- 
pointed Robert Flske to be the independent 
counsel as the prosecutor is known, to 
investigate the President’s alleged in- 
volvement in the Whitewater land project 


Conservative Republicans in Congress, 
however; led by Senator Lauch Fairchild 
of North Carolina, wrote a letter to the 
Court complaining that Mr Flske had not 
been tough enough, and it was Chief 
Justice Rehnquist who appointed the 
special three-man panel which chose 
Kenneth Starr as the independent counsel 
The Washington Post has reported that the 
Court's rulings under Rehnquist have 
“worked against President Clinton and 
ultimately favoured independent counsel 
[special prosecutor] Kenneth Starr". 

Rehnquist’s ability as a lawyer and as 
a judge is unquestioned. He is a tight 
manager who has insisted that toe justices’ 
conferences, which once rambled on for 
days, are all over by lunchtime He has also 
been known to cut counsels off in mid- 
syllable if they exceeded the time he had 
allotted them for argument He has a 
prodigious memory for the law. and is one 
of the fastest writers of opinions on the 
Court in recent history. 

It is not his professional impartiality as 
a judge but his instincts that are in 
question. He has not hidden that they are 
those of a committed conservative ideo- 
logue, if the two personae should come into 
conflict in the cut and thrust of the trial 
it will not go well for the President 

Godfrey hodgson 


rog in dependent does not intend 
to elevate the minor farceur Leslie 
Nielsen to hero status, surely? lb 
which the answer is: ' £ Ves, we do, and 
don’t call us Shirley." 

That stupid pun is probably what 
vreremanba'bestfrom the 1980 film 
Atrptonel in which Nielsen played 
the doctor giving completely useless 
moral support to a stewardess and 
a passenger who are trying to land 
a plane after the crew has been 
struck down by food poisoning. 

Airplane! was Nielsen's first com- 

. edyfihn, a glorious hour and a half 

T in which the taD, distinguished-look- 
ing leading man, veteran of around 
50 movies and an astonishing 1,500 

TVfilms, as good as demolished his 

previous career and started all over 
again, heroically, at the age of 54. 


lb understand how successful 
hTiefcen was in subverting his former 
screen image, try watching one of his 
earlier films, such as Forbidden 
Planet, with a straight face. In this 
1956 film, Nielsen's Commander 
John J Adams is interplanetary 
corporate man - a typical repre- 
sentative of buttoned-down but- 
toned-up McCarthyite America. 

Aftera lifetime of movies likefbr- 
bidden Planet, casting Nielsen in 
Airplane! was a stroke of genius, by 
the directors David Zucker; Jim 
Abrahams, and Jerry Zucker, rank- 
ing alongside that exclamation 
mark. The actor; though, deserves 
the credit for understanding exactfy 
what the part needed and providing 
it in spades, even though it meant 
he would never make another 
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20th Century 


22: LESLIE NIELSEN, COMIC ACTOR 


serious movie as long as he lived. 
Nielsen played it absolutely straight, 
maintaining a look of litter convic- 
tion and sincerity -like a TV evan- 
gelist or minor politician - while 
talking absolute nonsense. 

Nielsen's gift for this kind of 
deadpan performance, together with 
his trademark middle- America 
wardrobe of slacks and golf shoes, 
malm him as distinctive a feature of 
the comic landscape of the past two 


decades as Chaplin’s tramp was 70 
years ago. How long before art- 
house cinemas programme 
Lieutenant Frank Drebin retro- 
spectives? 

Nielsen, of course, would find 
the concept ludicrous. In his spur- 
ious 1993 autobiography The Naked 
Truth, he claims to have received the 
"Nobel Prize fbr Good Acting", three 
years after it was given to Charlie 
Chaplin “post-humorously”. 


He says in his book that he de- 
cided to become an actor when, as 
a five-year-old, he went with his 
brothers to see the original 

Frankenstein. 

“! learnt many of life's most im- 
portant lessons from those Saturday 
morning movies," writes Nielsen. 

“Never get involved in a show- 
down with a cowboy wearing a white 
hat Never stand up on a battlefield 
and say loudly, ‘It’s over. We won. 
Those cowards have gone.’ And 
never trust a character whose head 
has to be bolted on." 

One of those brothers went on to 
become deputy prime minister of 
Canada, according to Nielsen. But 
unlike much in the book - Nielsen’s 
relationship with Elizabeth Taylor; 
how he discovered Steven Spielberg 


photographing weddings and bar 
mitzvahs - this turns out to be true. 
“My brother Eric," writes Nielsen, 
“was the big disappointment in the 
family. He was so smart, so talented, 
he had so much to give to the world, 
but instead he became a politician." 

Not that Nielsen is without ideals 
of his own. He’s a student and 
admirer of the famous liberal lawyer 
Clarence Darrow (defender of the 
Texan schoolmaster who taught 
evolution) whom he’s been por- 
traying in a one-man show in Los 
Angeles. 

But Nielsen tends not to talk too 
much about that if he can hefc it pre- 
ferring instead to don his slacks and 
add sweetly and harmlessly to the 
gaiety of nations. In which there is 
a kind of heroism, surely. 



j. 









6/COMMENT 


The Weekly muse 


By Martin Newell 


New Year, new you? It isn’t quite. 
The waistband feels a tad too tight, 
The head is fugged, the wallet's thin 
And resolutions clog the bin. 
That’s when the meter men appear 
With taxman bringing up the rear. 
Best thing 5 to do is stay in bed 
And send your clone to work instead. 


It's chaos on the trading floor... 

A little bundle at the door 
Of kisses, curses, custard pies - 
Midst mingled aahs and skeptic sighs 
The baby euro’s trundled in 
While Britain grumbles at the din. 


A Saxon chieftain and his horse 
Lay undisturbed in chalky ground 
For fourteen hundred years or so 
And slept the centuries away. 

Much latex; over fens and farms 
Around the Suffolk air force base, 
Another German warrior flew 
Then fell to earth and lost the day. 
“Well met” the Saxon soldier said. 
“We've changed a bit since oxen carts 
But not so fast you’d notice it. 

They take their time around these parts 
Where warriors younger now than you 
Still gird themselves for battle zones. 
Lie down, young flier. The day may come 
When men will marvel at your bones.” 


Impeachment. It’s a curious word, 
Most often found with President 
Confusing what he said he meant 
When evidence is later heard. 

I used to think, some years ago. 
Impeachment meant ‘to place in peach. 
Pushed into pulp to fill a breech”. 

It doesn't (Bet he’d like it though.) 


And we who have survived the flu 
Without a call to 999 
Have got some stem research to do 
Regarding health claims made for wine. 

They say it perks the brain-cells up. 
How interesting: now where’s my cup? 


So it’s official: in-flight food 
Is gastronomic guck from hell. 
Congealed, fibrous, leathery, 
Synthetic, overcooked as well 
Does Egon Ronay tell the truth? 

Do Virgin trains run out of diesel? 
They do - like I run out of space. 
Now pop next door and read The Weasel. 



THE WEEKEND REVIEW 

Indepe ndent 9 Jan aan 



The Weasel 


Having digested Proust, I tucked into a madeleine. The cake was 
most toothsome, but produced little in the way of time travel 



JUST FOR once, I have completed my 
Christmas reading project Usually this 
annual endeavour gets bogged down 
after the first chapter or so. Bleak 
House got no farther than the foun- 
dations and I have scant hope of ever 
completing Great Expectations. But 
this year I pulled off the big one. I 
lapped tip A la Recherche duTemps 
Perdu in a single sitting. Of course 
CRfeasel gives casual shrug), I read it 
in French. Somehow, even the finest 
translations miss the subtle nuances 
of le mattre, don’t you agree? Admit- 
tedly, it was only the first two sections 
of Proust’s masterpiece. OK maybe I 
didn't read every word. However; I can 
say band on heart that I looked at evexy 
single picture. 

Sorry didn't I mention that it was the 
new comic-strip version of A la 
Recherche (Delcourt, £10.95) that I 
breezed through? Though Stephane 
Heuetfs graphic adaptation prompted 
a few* GaBic gripes (Le Figaro called 
it “ catas trophic”, “blasphemous” and 
“prodigiously inane”), it was well 
received by the French public, with the 

first edition of 12,000 copies selling out 
in three weeks. In the London Review 
of Bocks, the Proust scholar Michael 
Wood has praised the “moments erf gen- 
uine lyricism” and “diligent textual 
fidelity” of Heuet’s version. However, 
amid the prodigiously wordy captions 
and bulbous speech bubbles, there 
appears to be one significant addition. 
No one in the original novel ever said 
“ Tiens ! une modkeine?” 

This ejaculation emerges from the 
sad-eyed narrator; who bears a strong 
resemblance to Marcel P himself. By 


munching the bun, he is transported 
back to his childhood in the provincial 
town of Combray. In order to appreci- 
ate the magical properties of this con- 
fection, I prodded Mrs "Weasel into 
hairing a batch Of madeleines. After I 
brushed aside her trifling objections 
(my next expense claim wOl include 
“one madeleine tin: £6.95"), madame 
set to work. An hour or so later, I was 
/h miring a fragment of the ahell- 
shaped sponge in a teaspoon of tea 
- the somewhat prissy technique " 
adopted by the cartoon hero. 
Needless to say nothing happened. 

The cake was most toothsome, 
but produced little in the way of 
time travel. 

I am not alone in my desire to 
consume fiction’s most illustrious 
item ofpdfisserie. A recent feature 
in the New Yorker revealed that 
2,000 madeleines per month are 
sold to Proust worshippers in 
Bhers-Comcay, the author’s home 
town near Chartres. (The com- 
munity was merely Hliers until 
1971, when its fictional counterpart 
was added by hyphenation.) How- 
ever; Anne Borrel, the curator of 
the town's Proust Museum, holds the 
trenchant view that “the cult of the 
madeleine is blasphemy”. Crumbs! 
Apparently the great Marcel was not 
so obsessed by these cakes as most 
people think fo earlier drafts of his 
magnum opus, it appears that the 
rede of the madeleine was taken by 
melba toast 

Of course, the truth is that we each 
have our own madeleine - a sensation 
that instantly whizzes us back across 


the decades, to my case, it is the pun- 
gent scent of Kalanzata olives. Hus is 
not because I had a sun-drenched 
childhood in the Peloponnese. Far 
from it My early years were passed in 
the less-than-exotic location of the 
West Riding. However; the smell of 
Kalamata (dives is exactly the same as 
the curing vats in the wire factory 
where my father worked. One whiff of 



which is somewhat inappropriately 
naiiPri Anient Quite what the senes 
was about, I can't recall. It might have 
been the Thames, it might have been 
royal palaces. Possibly both. 

Anyway; it was unusually uplifting 
viewing for late-night ITlf Tm sure that 
the decision to show such impeccably 
worthy material, reminiscent of the old 
“Look at life" fillers which they used 
to show at the Odeon years ago. 

( was completely unconnected with 
the royal association. I very much 
hope that a second, equally infor- 
mative series will soon be com- 
missioned from Ardent. As a 
relaxing soporific, Prince Edward 
beats Horiicks hands down. 


surely Mr Stein was excessively fas- 
SJoi when be remaned that toe 

English translation of this dish 

racyfor home consumption. Would 
anyone order prosritute 
mused. “1 doubt if Why on “> t? 

Lots of people have jam tarts. 


MRS W is thrilled to bits with her nw 
chandelier. Ordered with some diffi- 


a Greek salad and Tm bade there, 
aged nine. 


A NATION rejoices at the news of the 
royal nuptials. £ was particularly 
pleased to learn that Prince Edward 
and Sophie Rhys- Jones intend to con- 
tinue with their day jobs after tying the 
knot The reason is that I was a great 
fan of the recent TV documentary 
series presented by His Royal High- 
ness and produced by his company. 


“I ARRIVE somewhere and head 
straight for market or the fish 
docks,” writes my hero Rick Stein 
in his Seafood Odyssey (BBC. 
£18.99). As Mrs W knows to her 
cost such a fragrant expedition is 
always my first move in foreign 
parts. Mr Stein began his new TV 
series among the fish stalls of 
Naples. Incited by the cameras, a 
local show-off chomped a chunk 
from a five octopus. “Sna can't do that!” 
Cornwall's culinary king expostulated. 
Quite right too. Brightest of all inverte- 
brates, the octopus has an intelli- 
gence comparable to that of a dog The 
Neapolitan goon might as well have 
bitten the paw off a puppy. 

Mr Stein writes that “the main 
reason” for his trip to Naples was pasta 
puttanesca, my favourite of all pasta 
sauces. His version took all of 10 min- 
utes and looked wonderful on TV But 


bulbs, each equipped with a small 
plastic shade and supported by a long 
malleable wire. God knows how much 
it cost (Mrs W hid the bill and that’s 
always a bad sign.) Once in place, you 
tangle up the wires and that's it I must 
the result looks better than it 

sounds. However; since the light draws 

attention to the fact that our ceding is 
in severe need of re-decora tion, it has 
rarely been illuminated. This leads me 
to the view that we might just as 
well have erected a tangle of wire 
coat-hangers and achieved much the 
same effect 

This new source of illumination 
maitps it impractical for me to adopt a 
fighting idea I came across in Whitby 
Museum over Christmas. It is an em- 
balmed human hand cut from a hanged 

felon. It seems that the mitt was used 
as a holder for a candle prepared with 
fat rendered from the dead man’s 
body. The “Hand of Glory'" was sup- 
posed to put sleepers into a trance. “It 
was thus a useful piece of equipment 
for burglars," notes a fact sheet issued 
by the museum. I freely offer this 
exciting design concept to the young 
TUrks of BBC-2's Changing Rooms. 


Spirit of the age 


Paul Valle ly 


100 years without a drink 


JUST THINK, if you were a teetotaller, 
how you feel this morning is as good 
as you can expect to fed all day. So goes 
the traditional apologia of those who 
drink to excess and routinely put up 
with the liverish discomfort of the 
morning after the night before. 

Of course, there is an alternative. 
You could give up drinking. Why? Well, 
as an act of self-denial. To set a good 
example to those who drink to excess. 
Or even as an act of reparation for the 
world’s general intemperance. 

This is not the kind of language, it 
must be said, designed to appeal to our 
modern hedonistic age. Even in this 
first fall week of Januaiy - with the sea- 
son of over-indulgence having drawn 
to its dyspeptic dose, and the resolu- 
tions of improved lifestyle still weigh- 
ing heavy upon us -there is something 
about the idea of permanent abstinence 
which seems out of tune with the 
times. And yet this month a body ded- 
icated to such asceticism celebrates its 
100th anniversary as strong today as 
it was when it was launched in a very 
different milieu. 

The Pioneer Total Abstinence 
Association, which has half a million 
members around the world, will this 
month hold a service in the Metropol- 
itan Cathedral in Southwark - followed 
by an alcohol-free dinner dance -to cel- 
ebrate its 100th birthday. 

What motivates such self-restraint? 
In order to find out I wait along to have 
lunch with its president, Pat Hampton, 
a former postman who now makes his 


living processing covenants for 
Car dinal Hump. 

It was with some trepidation that I 
handed him the menu. Rassing over the 
wine list in favour of mineral water had 
not proved that difficult, but there 
hardly seemed to be a dish on the menu 
that wasn't cooked in white wine, 
flavoured with madeira or marsala or 
flamed in brandy. 

“Oh that’s alright,” be said as he 
scrutinised it “Wte’re allowed all that 
The days of meat and two veg are long 
gone, and food is so much more 
adventurous. We just use our common 
sense. Indeed sherry trifle is a regu- 
lar favourite at our dinner-dances." 

There seemed something endear- 
ingly innocent about the trifle. The first 
Pioneer I had met had been an 
altogether more robust character. 
Some years ago I came across an old 
dock-maker called Tbmrny who cou- 
pled the no-drink commitment with a 
decidedly more macho career as an 
amateur boxing champion - skills 
which he combined in later life disci- 
plining errant drunks in monastic 
alcohol rehabilitation programmes in 
his native Ireland. 

But what all Pioneers have in 
common was adherence to three rules: 
to abstain from alcohol for life; to 
wear the organisation’s lapel badge; 
and to say a daffy prayer of dedication. 
For the motivation of the organisation 
is religious - its full title is the Pioneer 
Total Abstinence Association of the 
Sacred Heart 


It’s always seemed to me to be an 
odd object of devotion - the physical 
heart of Jesus. There's nothing in the 
bfble about it but medieval mystics hit 
upon the wounded heart, encircled by 
a crown of thorns and radiating light 
as a symbol of Christ's love for the 
world. It's an even odder symbol for 
abstainers to adopt for; unlike other 
New Testament figures such as the tee- 
total John the Baptist Jesus was a bit 
of a boozer. His critics even call him a 
drunkard in two of the gospels, and he 
certainly used wine as a key symbol at 
his last supper. 

“We do not deity that wine is one of 
God’s good gifts,” said Pat as he 
tucked into something wine-free but 
irredeemably high-fat “It’s just that we 
have chosen to make a voluntary life- 
long sacrifice of it” 

The idea of total abstinence grew out 
of the perceived failure of moderation 
to curb drunkenness - and the squalor 
and poverty that resulted from it - 
among the working classes in the 19th 
century. There was nothing new about 
the idea to medieval times St Boniface 
banned alcohol in his monasteries; the 
English Puritans were not exactly big 
on booze; and the first temperance 
movements appeared in churches in 
the 18th century 

But the idea of moderation had ini- 
tiaffyappealed to post-Enlightenment 
man until the 19th century reformers 
decided it was ineffectual It was in 1832 
that the moderation society in Preston, 
Lancashire, went total and -thanks to 



Good Templars of the Temperance Society, c!900 Hzdton Getty 


the stammer of one of its leading 
lights - coined the term teetotal. Some 
50 years later the Pioneers were 
formed in Dublin fay a Jesuit priest 

You might imagine that it has been 
in decline since. But in fact its mem- 
bership - at 500,000 (just half of them 
in Ireland) -has remained pretty con- 
stant surprisingly so given the “if it 
feels good, do it” temper of our times 
where slimming is as near as most of 
us come to seif-restraint And slim- 
ming, of course, is an introverted self- 
absorbed activity whereas abstinence 
finds its focus outside the self. “I don’t 
do this forme;" says Pat ‘it’s my effort 
- through prayer and by example - on 
behalf of someone whom I might never 
know about” 

In a church renowned for its 


whiskey priests the Pioneers are not 
universally well received. “Some dergy 
seemed to think we were Mfijoys. We 
were seen as old-fashioned. But drugs 
have changed that among many.” 
Saying no to drugs has been a key 
element in the movement's youth 
clubs, like the one Put runs in Grick- 
lewood, London. “We get young people 
involved and let them see you can have 
a good time without drink. Many of. 
than then never feel the need for it u . 
- Around half the Pioneers have 
never touched a drop. The other half 
were people for whom alcohol was 
becoming a problem. *T liked it too 
much myself,” admits Pat “ButFm not 
anti-drink. I'm just saying that people 
have a choice - and I made it” And we 
can all drink to that 


Days like these 


9 JANUARY 1965 


RICHARD NIXON, 
politician (pictured), 
writes in his memoirs: 


“After a small party to 
celebrate my 52nd birthday, I 
sat in my study to look back 
on the past year and look 
ahead into the future. I 
reflected on the fact that 
Winston Churchill had been 
in his mid-fifties when he lost 
his position of leadership in 
the House of Commons in 
1929. and most of his 
contemporaries had then 
written him off as a political 
leaden But Churchill refused 
to write himself off. I took 
heart from the example of 
his refusal to give up... I 
wrote down some “new 
year's resolutions for 1965’: 
Set great goals; Daffy rest; 
Brief vacations; Knowledge 
of ail weaknesses; Better use 
of time; Begin writing book; 
Golf or some other kind of 
daily exercise; Articles or 
speeches on provocative new 
international and national 



ll January 1942 


America’s leaders have failed 


IAN MORRISON, 
journalist, observes Kuala 
Lumpur awaiting the 
arrival of the Japanese: 


10 JANUARY 1969 


RICHARD BURTON, 
actor, notes in his journal: 


issues. 

I put down my yellow pad, 
turned out the light and 
stared into the foe” 


“Elizabeth [Taylor ins wife] 
was astonishingly drunk 
even as I got to lunch. I don’t 
recollect her before being 
incoherent from drink. I 
expect it’s from the drugs 
she’s forced to take, not the 
booze. Christ, I hope she’s all 
right It would be frightful to 
live the rest of our lives in an 
alcoholic haze, seeing the 
world through fumes of 
spirits and cigarette smoke, 
never quite sure what you 
did or said the day before, 
what you read, whether wise 
or foolish, tarejy or soon. God, 
Tm going to have a whisky 
and soda right now ” 


“Civil authority had broken 
down. The European 
officials and residents had 
all evacuated. There was 
looting in progress such as I 
have never seen before. 

Most of the big department 
stores had already been 
whistled dean There was 
now a general sack of all 
shops and premises. The 
streets were knee-deep in 
boxes and cardboard cartons 
and paper. 

Looters could be seen 
carrying every imaginable 
prize away with them. Here 
was one man with a Singer 
sewing- machin e over his 
shoulder; there a Chinese 
with a long roll of linoleum 
tied to the back of his 
bicycle, here two Tamils 
with a great sack of rice 
suspended from a pole, 
there a young Tamil 
struggling with a great box 
of the best Norwegian 
sardines." 

Ian Irvine 


4 AS WE look at America, we see 
cities enveloped in smoke and 
flame. We hear sirens in the 
night We see Americans dying 
on distant battlefields abroad. 

And as we see and hear these 
things, millions of Americans ciy out 
in angirishr “Did we come all this way 
for this? Did American boys die in 
Normandy and Korea and in Valley 
Fbrge for this?” Listen to the answers 
to those questions. It is another voice, 
it is a quiet voice in the tumult of the 
shouting. It is the voice of the great 
majority of Americans, the forgotten 
Americans. 

America’s in trouble today not 
because her people have fallal but 
because her leaders have failed. And 
what America needs are leaders to 
match the greatness of her people. 

And this great group of Americans 
- the forgotten Americans and others 
- know that the great question Amer- 
icans must answer by their votes in 
November is this: Whether we shall 
continue for four more years the 
policies of the last five years. 

My fellow Americans, tonight I 
accept the challenge and the 
commitment to provide that new 
leadership for America and I ask you 
to accept it with me. 

And let us accept this challenge not 
as a grim duty but as an exciting 
adventure in which we are privileged 
to help a great nation realise its 



Classic 

Podium 


From a speech by Richard 
Nixon accepting the 
Republican nomination 
for the presidential election 
of 1968 with a call 
for ' honest government ’ 
(8 AUGUST 1968) 


destiny, and let us begin by committing 
ourselves to the truth to see it like it 
is and ten it like it is, to find the truth, 
to speak the truth and to live the truth. 
Tliafs what we will do. 

We've had enough of big promises 
and little action. The time has come for 
an honest government in the United 
States of America. 

My fellow Americans, I believe that 


historians will recall that 1968 marked 
the be ginn i ng of the American gener- 
ation in world history. Just to be alive 
in America, just to be alive at this time, 
Is an experience unparalleled m history 
Think: 82 years from now most 
Americans living today will celebrate 
a New Year that comes once in a thou- 
sand years. And by our decision in this 
yeas we - aU of us here, all of you 
listening on television and radio - we 
will determine what land of nation 
America will be. We will determine 
what kind of a world America will live 
in in the year 2000. 

Tonight, I see the face of a child. He 
lives in a great city; he’s black or he’s 
white, he’s Mexican, Italian Polish, 
none of that matters. What matters: 
he’s an American riiild. 

That child in that great city is more 
important than any politician’s 
promise. He is America, he is a poet, 
he is a scientist, he’s a great teacher, 
he’s a proud craftsman, he’s everything 
we’ve ever hoped to be in everything 
we dare to dream about 

He sleeps the sleep of a child, and 
he dreams the dreams of a child. And 
yet when he awakens, he awakens to 
a living nightmare of poverty; neglect 
and despair 

He faOs in school, he ends up on wel- 
fare. For him the American system is 
me that feeds his stomach and starves 

his soul It breaks his heart. 

And in the end it may take his life 


on some distant battlefield. To millions 
ofchildren in this rich land this is their 
prospect -but this is only a part of what 

I see in America. 

1 see another child tonight He 
hears a train go by. At night he dreams 

of farawav nlacvs hm Ka'h in». ™ 


iuu; on unpossioie dream. But 
he is helped on his journey through life. 
A father who had to go to work before 
he finished the sixth grade sacrificed 
everything he had so that his sons 
could go to college. 


"B^uueviuaKer mother with a pas- 
sionate concern for peace quietly wept 
when he went to war but she under- 


IT r* 1 1. , " DUt SQe under- 
stood why he had to go. 

A great teacher; a remarkable fbot- 
oau coach, an inspirational minister 
encouraged him on his way. A coura- 
geous wife and loyal children stood by 
Si^ Ct0ry ^ ^ ^ defeat And 
ijhpr* profession of politics, first 

S <f res - ^ hundreds and 
then thousands and Anon,, n.- _ 


am nnauy milnonR who 

worked for his success. 

And tonight he stands before you. 

SbS 31 ?? for President of the UiS 
States of America. You can see wfayl 

I? dSeply “ American 

S°Kf > L‘^! t . 0fus Am^icar. 


dream has come true. 

tn 1 of you tonight is 
to help me make that dream 
come true for millions to whom 
'fs an impossible dream today. 
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Our desire to conform is 
crushing the human spirit 



Kenneth 

Minogue 

The attack on individualism 
amounts to a project for 
closing doum the hinovative 
vitality of the modem world 


JNDfVTDt'ALISM IS a 19th centun- word for 
a 16th centur>' phenomenon: the practice 
of living in terms of coherent desires 
r under the rule of law, rather than within 
the graduated rankings Europeans 
inherited from the middle ages. Individu- 
alism unleashed, for better or for worse, 
everything that makes the modern West 
dynamic and innovative. It has also created 
a moral universalism never before seen. 
Responsible and compassionate about 
the evils of the world, individualists have 
seldom been able to free themselves from 
the taint of selfishness arid egotism. The 
slide from social description to pejorative 
moral judgement takes place in the blink 
of an qre. 

This collapse into condemnation 
happens because the vocabulary of indi- 
vidualism sounds harsh to ears becoming 
x accustomed to the competing moral atti- 
tudes found in such terms as “co-opera- 
tion", “teamwork" and, especially, 
“community", a term which seldom occurs 
without a great outpouring of incense. At 
its most gross, contemporary rhetoric 
identifies individualism with a stereotype 
of self-interested rational choice, thought 
to flourish only in capitalism, alias the econ- 
omy. To engage in endeavours that, even 
indirectly, make one better off than one's 
neighbour is often, in a reprise of Bolshe- 
vik sentiment, interpreted as the moral 
fault of greed. 

These attitudes constitute a semantic 
atmosphere that emerged in the 1980s, 
along with political correctness, as a ve- 
hicle for hostility to libertarian justifications 
of the public policies pursued by Margaret 
Thatcher and Ronald Reagan. This hostility 
has led almost to a collapse of morality it- 
self. Instead of bold assertions of right and 
wrong, which can be argued about we have 
a sociality in which the wrong is described 
4 by using evasive relational terms such as 
“anti-social" or “unacceptable". 

One of the mdqy oddities of this new 
understanding should be immediately 
evident. It is the relation between indi- 
vidualism and successful co-operation. In- 
dividualists have throughout the modern 
period exhibited a capacity for intelligent 
joint action which Ear exceeds that of 
more communally organised civilisations. 
This capacity to respond imaginatively to 
changing situations is what explains the 
military and industrial superiority of 
Western cultures. Yet the communitarian 
attack on individualism takes the form of 
arguing that individ ualis ts are alienated 
atoms too selfish to be able to work 
together The implication is that effec- 
tiveness requires conforming to what the 
community (alias the state) requires of us. 
This implication tells us a great deal 
about the politics of this rising morality. 

It is this political question which has in 
our limp given a special bite to the ques- 
tion of social reality. Is the thing we call “so- 
Xf riety" simply the outcome of thedoings of 
the individuals composing it, or is it some- 
thing lilw a Platonic form in which we all, 
in slightly different ways, participate? At 
every step in the response to such ques- 
tions, partisans have their ears cocked in 
search of rhetorical advantage. For if 
society does, in fact, involve some common 
element ‘"above" each individual, then 
the only way to improve the world is by 
operating through collectivist policies, 

anri tjw» nntyrandidat P for the role Of agent 

of this collective is the state. That is why 
it has been argued (for example by Karl 
Popper) (hat, methodological collectivism 
has political implications, indeed perhaps 



An early morning crowd of commuters flows over London Bridge, the ultimate image of oar ‘ant-like’ existence 


even leads directly to totalitarianism. If 
such a thing as Herbert Spencer referred 
to as a "social sensorium" is real then 
society is a single collective feeling and 
there may well be a case for consciously 
directing it 

Marx was, of course, one of the main 
foes of individualism and deplored even 
postulating such a thing as “society" 
against the individual, remarking that 
“the particular individual is only a 
particular species being and as such 
mortal" The reality of the individual is thus 
for Marx nothing else but his immersion 
in society. Some version of this view has 
been the immemorial belief of mankind. 

Individualism - as the beliefs associated 
with the exploration of human individual- 
ity - challenged this belief and it is in fact 
what distinguishes the modem Western 
world from other civilisations. Itis the tiring 
that the historian Burckhardt observed 
Italy "swarming with" in the Renaissance, 
and during the Reformation it surged 
into the sphere of religion, and not merely 
among Protestants. The political philoso- 
phy of Hobbes in his Leviathan of 1651 
replaced the medieval idea of graduated 
society by a conception of individuals 
each pursuing his (and rather later her) 
own good under laws made by a sovereign 
power. The French were especially fertile 
in exploring the psychology of this new 
creature, who typically appeared in theory 
as an egotist Radical critics of individu- 
alism often condemned it by contrast 
with nostalgic ideas of the patriotic virtues 
of the classical republics and thus inter- 
preted individualism as a symptom of 
moral corruption. 

Some saw the modern world as an arena 
of alienated and miserable people who 
were crying out for an enlightenment 
that would bring order and happiness. Yet 
individualism not only survived but proved 
capable of defending itself Some defences 
were defiantly paradoxical such as 
MandeviDe’s view that it was precisely the 
vices of these selfish individuals which 
made them so prosperous. 

Mammon was thus one of the presiding 
deities of individualism, and it rapidly 
commercialised society The growth of the 
market was something despised by many 
groups, ranging from poets to aristocrats. 
Yet Adam Smith and later writers argued 
that it was the basis of more peaceful and 
polished manners. With the industrial 
revolution, increasing numbers migrated 


from the countryside to the towns, where 
the individual had long composed a new 
class of person, soon to be much hated, 
called the middle class, or the "bour- 
geoisie" Quite how the vast improve- 
ments in human possibility created by this 
new civilisation came to be so extensively 
rejected, often by those who had most ben- 
efited, is a complicated story, but there is 
littie doubt that the attack on individualism 
amounts to a project for closing down the 
innovative vitality of the modern world. 

It is as a moral theory that individual- 
ism is currently most neglected Individ- 
ualist moral theory is a rejection of the 
Platonic idea that the moral life is an 
athletic struggle in which reason is forever 
at work subduing disorderly passions. 
Virtue platonically understood turns out to 
be fitting into a pattern, and individuality 
can, in Platonic theory no less than in the 
case of traditional civilisation, only be the 
problem constituted by deviance, 
eccentricity and waywardness. The only 
real virtue in traditional thought is fitting 
in. Not to fit in is merely irrational. A 
common derivation from this line of 
thought is the idea that the state has the 
responsibility for articulating and enforc- 
ing whatever is thought to be the rational 
pattern of life. 

Individuality is, of course, only one 
among the possible bases for a social order. 
It is, in a sense, something that a culture 
imposes upon the people who share il and 
while it has now spread remarkably, it is 
a unique civilisation creation. The modem 
West has been a daring adventure in 
human evolution because a situation in 
which individuals have the discretion to act 
on their own judgements seems to be the 
problem rather than the solution to social 
order. And it is certainly true that a society 
constituted in this way requires a strong 
element of internalisation of the rules that 
make it possible. 

This was how the modern Western 
world rejected castes, social hierarchies 
and even automatic respect for elders. It 
was a remarkable adventure, requiring a 
great deal of nerve and forever conducted 
amid the wailing of those who believed, and 
still believe, that unless we conformed to 
some ideal pattern of a good society we 
should inevitably come to grief 

And yet it survived. Nervous passengers 
caught up in this adventure were forever 
holding their hands over their eyes as they 
discerned shipwreck ahead, but eventually 


the very term “crisis" became a bit ofajoke 
because the ship sailed, not without tur- 
bulence but certainly without shipwreck, 
through so many of them. Economic 
depressions, revolutions, moral collapse 
and war- somehow individualist cultures 
emerged with renewed energy every time. 
The difficult thing to explain is why these 
successes seemed merely to feed the ap- 
petite for building the perfect society, 
which, in being necessarily static, would 
equally necessarily amount to the sup- 
pression of the individual. 

The reason is, one may suggest that 
modern European states have, along with 
their achievements, also been arenas of 
spectacular conflict. Flirther, with 
advancing technology- these conflicts have 
become immensely destructive. Yet the 
very technological capacity that causes 
despair also feeds the hope that our so 
remarkable civilisation can “construct" a 
society of perfect harmony. 

Individualism has thus become the vic- 
tim of its own triumphs, and the way in 
which this has happened is an object 
lesson in the way in which moral ideas are 
subverted in our time. The essential pre- 
cept of individualism as a morality is the 
belief in responsible choice. Whereas in 
other civilisations most people find them- 
selves under the tutelage of others, the 
modem individualist was left to do his pru- 
' dence for himself. Success and failure are 
important, but in Christian belief the 
world to come can be called in to correct 
the inevitably imperfect outcomes of 
human life. But such individual moral re- 
sponsibility, with failure as the risk, was a 
remarkably bracing discipline. 

In advanced modem democratic soci- 
eties, however the sufferings of imprudent 
people become public issues attracting un- 
derstandable sympathy. The poor and the 
improvident both lack the means for med- 
ical care or welfare in old age. The state 
steps in and makes at least some sort of 
basic provision and obviates much avoid- 
able suffering. Admirable, no doubt, but it 
quite changes the terms of human life. The 
self-control that a prudent virtue requires 
is undermined when the prudent end up 
no better off than the imprudent. 

At the same time, the idea of individu- 
alism is vulgarised by removing the con- 
dition of responsibility. Freedom is left 
signifying nothing more than having a plea- 
surable set of options to choose from. Life 
becomes a supermarket of experience. 


Peter MacDiarmid 

imagined to be costless, and everyone must 
have a right to them all. But the moment 
the idea of responsibility is detached from 
the idea of choosing, then we begin to cre- 
ate a world in which mere impulse rules. 

There is no doubt that such a world is 
morally shallow. What is perhaps less ev- 
ident is that it also transforms the politi- 
cal world. The individualist acts and takes 
the consequences. The impulsivist acts, 
and is saved from his folfy by the welfare 
state. This looks like a great human 
advance - happiness on the cheap, as it 
were. But like most substitutes for virtue, 
it has hidden costs. Someone has to do the 
prudence, supply the responsibility and the 
ordering of social life. This task falls, of 
course, to government which increasingly 
becomes our master - oc to use the Greek 
world, despot 

Modern politics thus exhibits a fasci- 
nating cyde which begins with the enact- 
ment of some new right or liberation - the 
right to a pension, for example, or medical 
services free at the point of need - a lib- 
eration. perhaps, which rejects inherited 
sexual restraints. 

Howevec in a generation or so, indi- 
vidual vices turn into social problems, and 
the government steps in. Caring about old 
age, which in the 19th century led most 
people, even those who were, very poor; to 
make some provision for themselves, be- 
comes a legislated duty. Governments 
now compel what was once a virtue. Free 
medical care leads to government control 
over diet and lifestyle. Sexual liberation is 
more recent, but the emergence of gov- 
emmentalfy enforced puritanism is already 
on the horizon. 

The term individualism has itself 
become one element of this advancing 
repression. Because its meaning has been 
corrupted, it can more easily be denigrated 
Instead of the real thoughtful individual- 
ism on which modern civilisation was 
built, it now refers to the impulsive and ir- 
responsible satisfaction of desires. And this 
corrupt sense of individualism is coming 
to be partnered by an equally corrupt sense 
of community — as fitting in with a single 
pattern of life over which government pre- 
sides in greater and greater detail. 

The writer is Emeritus Professor of 
Political Science aitheUmdon School of 
J£conomics. This article has been adapted 
by the writer firm a review in this week's 
* Times Literary Supplement 1 
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Sean O'Grady 


Senator of 

the week v 

US Senator 

Strom 5; T*? 

Thurmond who 
this week 
swore in 
Judge 
Rehnquist 
to preside 
over the 
Clinton trial. He is 96 years of 
age and thus, the nearest thing 
America has to our own Queen 
Mother, He also has a fancy 
title, "President Pro-Tempo re", 
which means be is the longest- 
serving senator; having been 
first elected in 1948. His flesh is 
still willing and a number of 
incidents testify to the enduring 
strength of his spirit. Only last 
year he challenged rival senator 
John Glenn's right to go aboard 
the space shuttle. 'T always 
believed that if Nasa really 
wanted to study the effect of 
space travel on older Americans 
they should have called me". 
Glenn is only 77. after all. 

When Strom was just 94 he 
faced accusations that he had 
fondled a woman senator in a 
lift. Senator Patty Murray, less 
than half his age at 46 and self- 
described as a “mom in tennis 
shoes", said that the older man 
put his arm round her while he 
tried to grope her breast and 
asked in his southern drawl 
"Are you married, little lady?". 
Ideally qualified, then, to act as 
a juror in the Clinton trial. 

Tribute 

week 6 

“We shall not ^ , 1 
see his like • ■ 
again" 
wrote 

Paul 

Rout- 

ledge 

in The Mirror this week of Gor- 
don Brown’s (soon to be ex-) 
spin doctor Charles Whelan. 
“Stash him in the press bar in 
the Commons, where he is a 
tireless spinner for Labour; and 
he works till he drops." There 
are many witnesses to the in- 
tense work that Paul and indeed 
Charles would do in that estab- 
lishment until they, the room, or 
both, stopped spinning. 


Bird of Che week 

The completion of the Mil- 
lennium Dome threat- , 
ens one of the last 
nesting sites of 
the black 

redstart, ^ 

Phoenicians V 

ochrurus, a veiy ; ... ’ , - \ 
rare breeder y ' ■ j 

StiU, what can HitLikSMSi 
we expect from the man now in 
charge, a Lord Falconer? 

Lookalike of 
che week 

Has Peter & M. 

Mandelson Tfj 
ever been a JPV . 

male model? J 

One wonders. 

Note the Sr 

remarkable ijx 

resemblance 
between this, one of 
the Britannia Building ™ 
Society’s "Wallace and Gromit" 
style advert characters, and 
their most famous mortgage 
customer 

Image of Che week 

This is the Canon Picture of the 
Year, taken by Mike Maloney, 
who works for the Sunday 
People. It is, in fact a “remake" 
of a famous shot by American 
legend Elliott Erwitt No 
matter, though. Every dog has 
its day, as Strom Thurmond 
might say. 
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Britain's biggest landlord 


WALTER FRANCIS John Montague 
Douglas Scott the septuagenarian 
ninth Duke of Bucdeuch, is the 
county's largest landownei; with 
vast estates in Scotland. His acreage 
is bigger even than the Queen's. He 
is also tipped as a possible future 
King of the Scots. Is he miffed, I am 
wondering, fay the Government’s 
new plans to buy up badly managed 
Scottish estates? 

The phone at Dnunlanrig, his 
vast fairy-tale castle in Dum- 
friesshire, is engaged. Apparently 
there is onfy one. Finally, I get 
through. 

“Your Grace," I say, verbally 
tugging the forelock as I announce 
myself. “Yon sound like a raring 
correspondent," laughs a friendly 


English voice that is a cross between 
Kenneth More and Tony Benn. 
“Well you don’t sound very Scottish 
to me,” 1 reply, laughing back. 

Is he really Scottish? “Of course. 
There are lots of people who don’t 
have Scottish accents who are Scots. 
Being Scottish is about the air one 
breathes. It’s the stuff one is made 
of, If one has waited the countryside 
as a child and trampled through the 
mud, one feels dose to this land." 

Ah, the land. And how much of it 
does he in fact own? “Just over 400 
square miles," he replies as un* 
pompously as possible. That’s a 
small county I say. “Yes, but 96 per 
cent of it is windswept hills, defined 
by the European Union as severely 
disadvantaged.” 


Cold Call 

Jack O'Sullivan rings 
the Duke of Buccleuch 


But it's not a bad slab, I say. “Does 
your famify have any guilty secrets 
from the Clearances?" “No," he 
says, “because we took the reverse 
attitude down here in the Borders. 
We created a village, Newcastleton, 
to provide a base for people so that 
they could stay in the countryside 
instead of being drawn overseas and 
into the cities. ” 

But he must agree, mustn't he, 
that the Scottish aristocracy are not 


a popular lot? “I don't know what you 
mean by the Scottish aristocracy," 
he says. “We’re uo different from 
anyone else. Wfe don’t have different 
coloured hair" 

Hasn't he seenBrauehearf, with 
its tale of Scottish aristocratic 
betrayal? “I must be the only person 
in Scotland who hasn't,” he laughs. 
Tm afraid the cinema is rather a 
long way from here. But I'd be 
delighted if someone would send me 


a video of it" I offer my pirate copy 
and he gives me Ids address, 
spelling out Drumlanrig. 

Maybe he would be stirred to 
claim that King of the Scots title? 
“Certainty not" says the duke. “ I 
would have no more interest in it 
than you would have in being King 
of the Irish.” A step up from raring 
correspondent, I think to myself 

Anyway what about Labour's 
plans? "Actually I looted at them and 
concluded that they will not affect us. 
Thqy are designal for exceptionally 
had landowners, for whom one really 
has no sympathy" Nor does the duke 
mind plans to extend access to pri- 
vate land. “People have been free to 
walk all over our estates for the last 
100 years or more.” 


Everybody except the duke, that 
is. For over 20 years, since breaking 
his back in a riding accident, he has 
been confined to a wheelchair. Would 
he swap his lands for legs? “No, I 
wouldn't It’s not mine to do so. Fm 
merely a link in a long chain of 
people who have acquired all of 
this land by perfectly honourable 
means. In any case, Tm 75 now and 
don’t have long to go ” 

Does Britain’s largest landlord 
think he will get to heaven? “If I can 
get into the House of Commons ” 
laughs this former Conservative 
MP confidently, " then I can get into 
heaven. I found enough people to 
vote me in four times. Did you know 
that Robin Cook challenged me in 
1970? I defeated him comfortably." 
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Who needs Liverpool when you can have Hong Kong? Meet Barry Cox, gearing up for Canto-pop 


stardom. ByEmmaCook 


A wok’n’roll hero is something to be 


I n a small packed nightclub 
in the heart of Liverpool’s 
Chinatown, Bany Cox is cre- 
ating his usual mayhem 
among a mainly female au- 
dience. Striding across the 
stage, surrounded by a dozen female 
dancers, he launches into one of his 
favourite numbers. “I think I am Chi- 
nese. I want to be Chinese,” he 
croons, in an impeccable Cantonese 
dialect. A young Chinese girl in the 
front row looks up at him imploringly 
and mouths back, *Tve got a crush 
on you.” The giri standing next to her 
shouts out, “Are you English or Chi- 
nese?” Tm English. Look at my 
skin” he replies, and the crowd 
howls with laughter. 

Chinese Etois impersonators may 
be commonplace but the cultural 
compliment has never really been 
returned. While Western bands have 
flirted with Oriental styles, takin g it 
on wholesale, sans irony, is some- 
thing new. Weird, some may say. 
Such is the self-importance of Amer- 
ican and British pop culture, we as- 
sume it’s perfectly natural that 
other nations will revere ours and 
that we take absolutely no interest 
in theirs. 

Twenty-one-year-old Barry, 
though, in his own modest way. 
hopes to forge a more enlightened 
path. “I just feel I’m the bridge be- 
tween Chinese and English culture. 
No one ever bothers to find out about 
each other. I want to dose the gap.” 

While most 21-year-old boys with 
any musical aspirations are busy 
checking their mike techniques in 
the mirror and perfecting Jarvis 
Cocker band movements, Barry is 
scouring the music shops of China- 
town for the latest CDs from Hong 
Kong. Forget The Beatles, The Cav- 
ern and Liverpool's rich musical her- 
itage. Barry certainly has - his 
mecca is Hong Kong, where he 
hopes to take the “Canto-pop" scene 



Barry Cox, a Chinese man trapped inside a Liverpudlian’s body at home in the city’s Chinatown 


Martin TUckett 


by storm. “Ideally. f*d love to be a 
singer there,” he says in a Liver- 
pudlian slur. ‘Td also love to be in a 
John Woo movie.” 

His first foray into pop stardom. 
Canto style, came with an im- 
promptu performance during a lan- 
guage dass. “Our teacher wanted 
everyone to do something for New 
Year and 1 got up and sang an old 
Chinese song. After that I thought 
I’d love to try pop." 

It took him nearly four months to 
learn one song. “There are nine dif- 
ferent ways to say one word. You 
have to keep practising your high 
tongue and low tongue." Now he re- 
fuses to sing in English. T can't -I'm 
always out of tune." 

Barry's interest in Chinese cul- 


ture kick started with a chance visit 
to a local chip shop, where he struck 
up a friendship with a Chinese bay 
working there. The two taught each 
other phrases and greetings from 
one another's lan guage starting 


school alongside l&-yeaiH)Id pupils, 
for his GCSE. “Some of them have 
got used to me. Others think I'm 
strange. They laugh at me when I 
speak up in class.” Generally, 
though, he appears to have earned 


learn about their culture," says 
Barry. “At first, it’s hard to be 

a«»pph»d Tf yttii ask them 

they’ll cut you off or ignore you. 
ButiFs Hbe a mystery for me. I want 
to get made their culture, break 


'If I didn't have an interest in everything Chinese, I'd be just a 
normal person. I just want to be different from everyone else ' 


off with *TWo spring rolls and a bag 
of chips to take away, please”. 

Barry patted it up qted^y and was 
so inspired he began a language 
course at Liverpool’s Pagoda Cen- 
tre. Now he’s studying in a Chinese 


the community’s respect and eqjoys 
being part of an exclusive dub, one 
that most white people could never 
hope to join. 

“I think they’re very happy that 
someone has taken the trouble to 


in and really find out what they’re 
all about" 

In his quest to expose the in- 
scrutable, he's immersed himself in 
an almost obsessive way in every as- 
pect of Chinese history and culture. 


His favourite food is Chinese - spe- 
cial chow mein with squid. His 
favourite film star is Jackie Chan. He 
arimite hp h as fanw»r En glish friends 

and more Chinese ones these dsys. 
When he’s not swotting up on Chi- 
nese verbs, he’s perfecting his mar- 
tial arts and Chinese calligraphy. 

Barry's bedroom reflects all this: 
Chinese scrolls, a big Buddha, paint- 
ed screens, drawin gs and charms 
cover the surfaces. He’s also left his 
job. at an electrical store, to help out 
in a Chinatown supermarket “It’s 
not wbat I really want to do. Pm only 
there to learn more about them." . 

Its hardly necessary to say which 
nationality his gir lfriend Niki is. 
They met at a karaoke evening. Niki 
barely speaks Chinese and loves 


Does Barry ever feel the whole 
Chinese thing has got a little out of 
hand? Singing dassic Canhmese pop 
songs such as “I Love You, OK" is 
one thing, but changing a perfectly 
good name like Barry to Gok Pak- 
Wing (it means long life) is sur ely 
pushing his preoccupation from ad- 
mirable to, umm, sad? “No." says 
Barry with great conviction. “If I 
didn’t have an interest in everything 
Chinese, Td be just a nonnal person. 
Nothing special about me would 
stand out I just want to be different 
to everyone else. I want to be... an 
interesting person." 

But Barry's no fool - there is a 
point to all his hard graft and des- 
peration for an identity change. 
He’s convinced the new persona is 
going to make him femous and rich, 
and he may be right- In spring he’s 
off to Hong Kong to visit film and 
record companies. Barry has tast- 
ed fann>, in modest measures, and 
he wants more. “When I go to Chi- 
natown, they applaud me. They all 
know me. Tm a celebrity there." 

The Wall Street Journal has al- 
ready picked up on his antics, and 
one American professor at Berkeley 
an expert in Chinese studies, sounds 
optimistic: Td be very surprised if 
this guy doesn’t become a phenom- 
enon in Chinese-speaking places all 
over the world.” Now there's a BBC 
documentary in the making. 

fhr from feeling like a Chinese 
man trapped in a Westerner’s body 
Barry is aware that if& being neither 
one but not quite the other that may 
give him the edge. He sounds quite 
horrifiedwhenlaskhimifhe’d pre- . 
fer to actually be Chinese. 

“No, definitely not I like being 
English. I want to make my own 
styla It’s completely new to combine - 
the two. That's what makes me fed 
sospedaL” 
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WANTED: UAH WITH HORSES 
Golf dubs *nd GSOH. K you don't 
rose! requirements, but have other 
Btn fe mes . I might rBCOnsider, it you 
make me laugh- I'm a mischievous 
Vet, 3fl. from the South. TT4127 
FAIRYTALE 

Blonde/Wue-eyed princess, lonely In 
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Aries - Creative, f I 
adaptable, ambitious and | 
sometimes hot-headed. 

Aries people long for the 
luxuries in Hfe. 

Compatibility: Leo, 

Sagittarius and Aries. 


MDLANDS WOMAN 
Attractive, MaBgent, fun-tavtng, 
adventurous lavas travel, 

seeks oJrrtter. solvent trteHtaent and 
sincere mate. 4S-55. g44l0 
SUM FTT EDUCATED 
Attractive blonde, 50, seeks tal, 
handsome, educated man, 40-55, 
lor imcompflcated but meaningful 
relationship. London/South 


her tower, awaits (all. strong prince 
to rescue her, if you’re aged 35+ 
and beteve tairy talas can come 
true, phone ma Worcestershire,’ 

Wag tiftfands orty. 1T4123 

CHRISTMAS QUEST 
Wependert. pete, professional 
woman, 45. tores music, visual arte, 

hfidde WEks, travel good food and 
lisi sodaislng. seeks tafl, warm, sen- 
skive end sincere m»i to share Sal 
love and bughs wkh. tr4l25 
SOUTH EAST BASED 
Do you Bee going to art gaflaries. 
classical concerts end theatre? If so. 

then et le ast we have somethlnB I" 

common. SSm. fa, auburn-haired lady. 
46, seeks rteftgert male. W4305 
LAST CHANCE BEFORE L_ 

—buy a dogl Busy, professional 
woman, 40s. with neglected soft 
certra, seeks men, 4D-50S. with no 
wsaohred baggage, for talking, 


CLASSY BRUNETTE 


Prc/esstanel attractive, WsHgent 
successful sfim female. 4Q&, rto 
theatre, racket sports, ksep-m. 
seeks tal, attractive, confident, suo 
ceseM ttwie. 40s, tor ttondsWp, 
possfete relationship. Hemd 

Hempstead area- 1T431 7 

YOUNG FREE AND SINGLE 
SSm. attractive, p rof es sion a l, black 




To place your 

FRBE Vgicgi mnn^ad, cafe 


tomato, 24 , 54 . GSOH, N/S, enjoys 

dancing, dubbing, sating out and 




0800216350 


i, dubbing, eating out and 
socialising, seeks attractive, 
ote sslpnd ibu8lnes3fnan.33- 
itoi k lsljp. possible long-term 


BLOND 

Male, 36, dim. blond ft. tall, nice- 
looking. seeks female. 2040. who is 
also dim and attractive, in or around 
London area, tor fun. friendship. 

maybe more. P4412 

HALF-DECENT BLOKE 
Mato. 35. 6*. stim bu9d, sensitive 
and funny, enjoys W waJong, travel 
Ratio 4. mjsfc. cinema, books, 
tikes romantic comedies and would 
now rate Bee to be In one. TT4423 
HURRY HURRY HURRY! 

Offer of the week. Young 4a a&n, 
attractive. advert, easygoing 
London-based male, seeka attrac- 
tive, loving, 30-something woman. 


SIXTEENTH MAT 1950 
Astrology-orientated scorpra male, 
56, 3er#s p os si ble best soul mate. 


RING MY NUMBER! 

Mate, young-looking 44. c ar penter, 
own heme, seeks younger, serious- 
minded female, as prospective part- 
ner for future years. 174428 

ALONE IN LONDON 
Male. 48. SB", medium buld. 
grey Wue eyes, a hole thin on top 
but heart in right ptece. dimmed, 
professorial, easygoing nature, 
marry interests, seeks female, tor 
lovtog, trusting, committ e d relation- 

shto. TS4425 

TAKE A CHANCE 
Attractive, architect interior design- 
er, mid-30s. 5-1CT. sfcn. MS. GSOH. 
pretty easygoing, enjoys weekends 
away, visinng places ol interests, 
seeks female, in sfcniar profession/ 
age. tar developing relationship. 


totrtig, trekking and touching. 
Hampshtra/Wasr Sussex. ■ff4313 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
Witty, Independent some times 
quite, an rettaettve. attractive 
wo me n. 44. 5 ’2*, tikes Shakespeare. 
Frasier, SeBni. The Fast Show, ds- 
Bkas The Archers, and shopping, 
seeks N/S male, to con te mplate Ho 
posabiiUes. «4i83 


PLYMOUTH-BASED 




P ro f es siona l , busy, attractive 
tomato. 36, N/S, Into pubs, dubs, 
■BOsTBOs music, meals out, coasts 


TKWBOs music, meals out, coastal 
watio, sports, seeks local, protos- 

riond men. 30-40. g4242 




V»ce Person di" appeal each week in 
me raepmdeni on Saturday and in 
irw Mepandent on Sunday 
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Attractive, elm, brunette, oosmopoii- 
tan, into the ads, opera classical 
musto, travel and social ectonce, 
agts ronw tfa easygo^^stocere 

FEW YEAR - NEW START 
Friendy, oulgdng tomato, 55*. sfim- 
mish, enjoyB loo of things, W# try 
anytNng once, seeks outgoing, core 
skfeato man. 48-55«h, S10+, tor 
trtendshfp/retationshlp. Cotta/ 



0897 554 556 


to reepond to any ad. Calls cost 
the normal liT premium rate o: 
£1 per minute at all times 


SEARCH IN LOWON 
Prea* imaage nt. aflacdora te^ 
ftmv. weB-educated female, 
seeks sknUor mete, for Eta together. 
w. 41 58 

LONDON LADY, MTD-SO* 

Early widow, seeks special 
genfleman, tor soi mats, to spend 
me new year with and beyond. 
W4175 





ROCK OTAR 

North London male, seeks attrac- 
tive, interesting female. 20-30. must 
Ste music. Btera&jre. reghts out 

food, drink etc. W42S9 

LOOKING FOR YOU 
Asian male. 38. loves gardening, 
countryside, theatre, anema. seeks 
toteretaing tomato, tor romance. 

P4300 

CHANGING TIMES 
Professional male. 43, recently 
returned from overseas. Interested 
in travel, music, politics and Gvaty 
conversation, seeks warm, gentle, 
loyal female, 28-40. id help put 
romance back bito Me. Hampshire 

area. W44Sa 

TRAVEL COMPANION 

S ty personable ch^J, to 

Soitthem Africa, lor much of 
you too are intaSgem. sSm, 
attractive, independent and serious- 
h/ adventurous, please cal SE 

based. TT4422 

SINGLE GUY " 

Aston mate. 6\ GSOH. educated, 
pany'going. seeks suitable tomato, 
any nationaEty. GSOH. educated, 
who Ikes sports, dubbing, nights 

cut OW5 

HARPY NEW YEAR 
Male. 27. 6\ doctor, black hair, 
brown eyes, weti travelled, Ikes the- 
atre, restaurants, drama, art ga*- 
teries, seeks older tamale. 3tW5. to 
see vithe new year, possibly more. 


LIKE TO GET TO KNOW YOU 
Outgoing male. 46. 67, GSOH. orig- 
inal/ from Barbados, likes cricket 
faetttatt. dtfes, pubs, dancing, seeks 
tomato 30-45. who tikes a laugh, lor 
friendship, maybe more in time. 
*4435 

ITS GOOD TO TALK 
White mate, 49. 6‘1" tight-brown 
hak. GSOH. athletic, animal owner, 
NW London based, healthy Hssfyie. 
own house, seeks younger, unat- 
tached female, who's looking for 


21st CENTURY— 

—age gap relationship. Professional, 
fflrtetlc male. London-based, broad- 
minded male. 30s. 6*5". outgoing, 
seeks mature, slm. attractive, viva- 
cious. affectionate female, over 45, 
tar tun and hiendshtg TT44S9 
BROWSING OH JUST LOOKING? 
Look no turmerl Honest male. 50, 
seeks similar female, for honest 
relationship, with integrity. DonT 
hesflaie. ave me a call 7T4424 
PIRATICAL ADVENTURER 
Creative, iconoclastic. Francophile, 
s treetw ise . absunTet babyboomer, 
spurtuafly/emotioraJly aCve and 
heathy, mfo seeing, listening, watt- 
ing. talking, laughing, communicat- 
ing, cooking, slung, partying, being 
and stance. London. And you. 30- 

40lsh. YT4420 

VERY ATTRACTIVE 
Handsome Asian mala, 39, Indepen- 
dent. b usin es sm an, based west 

London, seeks vanj romantic lady. 
20-40. P4239 


SOUL MAN 

White male, 33, S tO”, slm. short 
brown/bbe. Btes soul nwsic, R&B, 
readng. writkrg. pubs, seeta sfcn 
tomato, 25-35, tar friendship, possfole 
retationshfe. South London. tM290 


LOOKMG FOR LOVE 
Gay male, 26. goodfookftig, enjoys 
drama, thaairo. wafting, seeks skn- 
Bar guy, stoitar ape, fora 1 - 2-1 reb- 


SINCERE MALE 

Quid. professfonHf, IhoyghtfU, honest 
mate, 41 , Bros travel, thratre, muBfe, 
antiques, sociafistng, saeks sinter 
mete, etater age, Sr WendsNp MW- 
iK-POSstte relattanshta. P431B 


H1THERE1 

Male. 34. GSOH, Info rock ctimbing, 
btiong, sports, outdoor pursuits, 
occaskmaf drink, chibblng, rrights to. 
readng. seeks like-minded tomato, 
lor f rie ndship , poesfeto relationship. 

<74168 

FRENCHMAN 

Tail white mate, brownfbrown, new 
to Lo ndon, torrefy. Ikes dubs, 
restaurants, drives In the country- 
side. seeks simtiar u nder sta nding, 
stogie female, 30-34. talondefolue. 
tor tr|gxtsh)p. 7T4306 

COkBWTY DIRECTOR 
White mate, eariy 30s, enjoys travel, 
exploring new places, drama, the- 
atre, eanng out etc, seeks tatetil- 
gert. cuttured tomato. 27-35. who 
toes to treated toe a tody, for friend- 


LMBTED EDITION 


SINGLE DUDE- 


Caring male. wXh GSOH, erdoys the 
good things in rife, seeks similar 



aeeKs cTuCb tng partner and soul 
mate, artistic mind a must bright 
mtelgem eyes a bonus, catena 
and nicotine alive afa o. Midlands 
9rgg-_tT4427 


good things in Tifa, seeks stavar 
female, tor toendshta. ir430t 
TURNOVER 

A new leal, a new year. Good-look- 
ing mala. 3a loves dnema, theatre. 
KeraturejuS a isle shw seeks 
female. 23-35, to share Rtos advan- 
turea. London 94359 
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Do ya think I’m sixty? 


Rachel Hunter’s decision to leave her husband Rod Stewart in order to ‘find herself’ 
is another poignant reminder of the plight of the ageing rock star. By David Thomas 


I t's a tough life being an 
ageing rock megastar. One 
minute you're trolling round 
the stadia of America and 
Britain, singing, “Doya think 
I'm sexy?" Then the next, 
your wife replies with, “Well no I 
don't, now you come to mention it,’* 
and heads off to "find herself* 
without you. 

And so it was that Rachel Hunter 
walked out on Rod Stewart, an event 
so momentous that it was an- 
nounced on Radio 4's Today pro- 
gramme. right up there with the 
crisis in Sierra Leone and the latest 
disasters in Kosovo. Some might see 
this as another example of the 
BBC's infamous dumbing-down. a 
pathetic attempt to be trendy and 
demotic, like the church's equation 
or Jesus Christ and Che Guevara. 
But that would be to misunder- 
stand the deeper significance of 
Rod’s tragic love-split. 

Here is a man who, barely three 
years ago, was getting togged up in 
a cream satin fruck-coaL to re-pledge 
his troth to his wife (in wedding- 
dress and fur-trimmed cloak), while 
Hello! magazine observed: “Their 
children, family and friends gather 
to witness the singer and his wife re- 
peat their wedding vows in a ro- 
mantic winter ceremony." 

Just last August, he was telling Q 
magazine that “Rachel's a great 
woman. I can't find any fault with 
her." He boasted that. *Tm still very 
rampant, very homy all the time.’* 
And if the sex and rock 'a' roll were 
still in working order, so were the 
drugs. "I haven't stopped drinking 
because she likes drinking too. She 


These men may be 
ludicrously rich, but 
their tastes and 
inclinations were 
formed almost half a 
century ago 


lets me do a little bit erf substance. 
I never carry it, but if someone's got 
some ni have a little line, and that 
will be the end of it" 

You couldn’t have hoped to find a 
happier rock hubby. But if Rod was 
contented. Rachel was not Unat- 
tributed “friends" have told the 
tabloids that the Kiwi cutie was 
bored by her husband’s lifestyle. 
When not working, be liked to sit 
around the house, tinkering with his 
train-set or watching the TV From 
time to time, he’d get the lads round 
to kick a ball about the 118 x 84 yard 
football pitch he’d had spedaQy-buQt 
at his Essex mansion, or take his 
Californian ex-pat pals off on football 
tours of the States. Trips to the pub 
would be spent “telling old war-sto- 
ries and booring" with his mates. 

No wonder his pretty young bride 
felt dissatisfied, yearned to break 
free, longed fora world in which one 
could talk about something other 
than Scotland’s World Cup cam- 
paigns, 1974-98. And here we get to 
the nub of it, the skull beneath the 
medfe skin. Fbr the parting of the 54- 
y ear-old warbler and his 30-year-old 
spouse is not only a salutary warn- 
ing to all rich middle-aged men 
contemplating the acquisition of a 
trophy wife, but also an elegiac re- 
flection of passing time, worthy of 
deeper contemplation. 

Rod is typical of an entire gener- 
ation of rockers whose reputations 
were founded on youthful hedo- 
nism, but whose every instinct now 
cries out for a calmer life of carpet 
slippers and quiet nights in. 

These are groovers who’d rather 
be geezers. They may have hxfimws 
amounts of money f Stewart’s own 
fortune is estimated at between 
£50-60m: he last year received 
£9 .2m fbr the rights to his next 12 
years of publishing income), but 




Rachel Hunter and Rod Stewart; she’d prefer ‘a groover rather than an old geezer 31 


their tastes and inclinations were 
formed almost half a century ago, in 
very different conditions to the ones 
they now inhabit 

Rod's friend and former band 
member Ronnie Wood, for example, 
will happily spend an afternoon in a 
Dublin pub, drinking Guinness, chat- 
ting about his dogs and his horses 
and the blues band he plays in with 
his brothers Art and Ibd, both of 
whom are in their sixties. Ron would 
natter away all night, except that the 
missus tends to drag him back 
home, whereupon he trots off behind 
her like a penitent Afghan hound. 

Similarly, Ron's current musical 
partner; Keith Richards, reminisces 
about the days of rationing Nation- 
al Service, and a boyhood spent play- 
ing around old bomb-sites and 
gun-emplacements. When the last 
Stones tour ended, he wound down 
at his home in Wbst Wittering, down 
on the Sussex retirement coast: 
“God’s little acre," he calls it. Keith’s 
a familiar figure in the Wittering 
pubs. He gave £30,000 to the vfflage- 
hall appeal. The locals love him. 

Men like that should be settling 
down with sensible women, of their 
own age, who are happy to get on 
with their own interests- gardening 
say or charity work - while their 




Mick, Ronnie and Keith: ‘their instincts cry out fbr carpet slippers and quiet nights in' Wheal 


partners play at being rock stars, or 
chunter with their churns in the pub. 
But a rock star's career depends on 
the illusion, however faded, of youth- 
ful vigour His image, as well as his 
ego, demands a constant supply of 
fresh young flesh. 

And so we have the tragic sight 
of Mick J agger- a natural Tory, an 
expert on antiques, loves to spend 
a day at the cricket - getting him- 


self caught up in a pathetic paternity 
case because be simply couldn't 
say no to a quickie with a Brazilian 
bimbo. So, too, the end of Rod Stew- 
art’s marriage wifi surely be followed 
by a binge of blonde models that will 
be as embarrassing for us to behold 
as it will be dissatisfying for him. 

Rod knows this. Before he met 
Rachel Hunter, he was “flying 
birds in from everywhere and shag- 


ging them - 1 was so unhappy”. 

He is condemned to repeat this 
torment again. And yet, afl the while, 
he win be longing for the days when 
he could play with his model trains, 
have a pint with his mates and then 
come home to the missus. Thus it is 
that the rake's progress comes, as 
always, to a miserable aid. Pity poor 
Rodney. His situation is, by any de- 
finition, tragic. 
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Sue Mattocks: keen to get back to normality John Cobb 

When I walk 
in they all clap 

My Week 

FIVE DATS IN THE LIFE G: : SUE MATTOCKS, 42, HEAD 
OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES AT CLARENDON HOUSE GIRLS 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL WHO THIS WEEK RETURNED TO 
WORK. SHE WAS AMONG 16 WESTERN TOURISTS 
KIDNAPPED BY TERRORISTS IN THE YEMEN LAST WEEK 


Sunday 

Wake up at around 8am, 
relieved to be back home. I go 
out to buy the newspapers to 
find out why this had happened 
and who those people were. At 
llam a reporter and a 
photographer from a tabloid 
arrive to do an interview. Later 
I get on the scales and I 
discover I have lost three- 
quarters of a stone, most of it 
through fear and adrenaline. I 
am very shocked to have lost so 
much weight as I thought I had 
been eating normally. 

Monday 

I read my interview in The 
Mirror , worried that they would 
sentimentalise the issue, but it 
was OK. I didn't like getting my 
photo taken, as Pm not Cindy 
Crawford, but fortunately I look 
all right This Morning want 
me to go on the programme. I 
talk to my headteacher; as I am 
concerned about the publicity 
for the schooL Jane Bennett 
tells me that I should do the 
interview: “It’s only going to 
happen to you once." 

I am keen to get back, as I 
want some normality and I 
want to see people. The head 
says, “by all means come in, 
and see how you go". There is 
no pressure on me; the school 
is wonderful 

I phone the hospital where 
Margaret Thompson is and 
leave a message to send my 
love. I travelled with a really 
good group of people in Yemen. 
We went through such a lot I’m 
sure well be in touch. But I 
think we aD need some space at 
the moment 

Tuesday 

At the television studios I am 
not nervous, because teachers 
are used to performing, 
standing up in front of classes 
and sometimes making idiots of 
themselves. The make-up giri 
says, “You're a good colour”, 
and I think, well, I have just 
been held hostage, standing up 
in the sun for hours. 1 am then 
asked to look at some video 
footage of Yemen to see 


whether it will be appropriate. 
It isn't unpleasant or horrible. I 
recognise the architecture and 
the landscapes. 

Wednesday 

Get up just after 6am and go 
into school. I teach religious 
studies and have a GCSE class 
in the morning. When I walk in 
all the children clap. They have 
also bought me a box of 
chocolates. 

I take assembly in the hall at 
9am. I say: “1 am happy to be 
back, but you must remember 
that people have died. Can we 
sit quietly tor a few moments to 
remember the families?" I 
nearly cry at this point I am 
feeling really wound up. 

In the evening I decide that 
what I want to do is write a 
detailed account of the 
abduction. It takes about four 
hours. I have typed 10 pages 
and it is midnight when I go to 
bed. Writing it isn’t traumatic 
but I want tc get the sequence 
of events right. I am not entirely 
sure what I want to do with it 
butl am glad to have got it all 
down. 

Thursday 

At school I make a couple of 
photocopies of my account and 
put them on the general staff 
noticeboard. During the day 
Dawn Ball head of maths, 
takes it down and photocopies 
it 20 times, asking me why I 
didn't copy it fbr everyone. I 
thought people would ask a few 
questions; I didn't think they 
would want a blow-by-blow 
account I am very touched. 

At lunch time I go to my 
doctor I have suffered no 
physical injury but want to be 
sure I'm OK. I ask the practice 
nurse to take my blood 
pressure. She laughs, because 
it's lower than when I last bad 
it checked. I thought it would 
have gone through the roof. 

I have a lesson in the 
afternoon with my A-level 
group. We’re quite dose, and 
some come up to give me a 
hug. It's very touching... 

Daisy Price 


My sons knock chips off the old bloke 


"COME ON Dad," the boys urged as 
1 puffed and struggled in their wake. 
I pumped my elbows, pushed as hard 
as I could with each foot, but try as 
I might I couldn't persuade the 


enough to catch them. 

I thought no more of it until we 
woe sitting down to lunch and I hap- 
pened to mention that I couldn't keep 
up with the boys. Tbm, who despis- 
es all sports anyway, was merciless. 
“Dad’s never been able to keep up 
with me, because he’s a wimp,” he 
pronounced. Then he really dug 
the knife in. “And he’s old - he’s just 
a sad old man." 

Steady on, Tom, I thought but did- 
n’t say, this is a tricky moment for 
me. Fbr the first time I have been 


soundty defeated by my own sans in 
a physical contest what I need Is a 
bit of understanding, a little sym- 
pathj: This, I recognised, was an im- 
portant rite of passage for me - and 
It signified the start of die return 
journey Up to now, each rite has 
been a marker on the voyage up- 
wards towards maturity; first day 
at school, first night away from 
home, first girlfriend, first job, first 
child and so on. 

There I was, until a week nr two 
ago, cruising along in the back 
straight, thinking I was in the very 
prime of fife, only to discover that I 
bad reached a turning point - and 
it is all downhill from here. Soon 
enough, the boys win be beating me 
.at ary sport they choose; they'll have 


to “take it easy” when we go for a 
walk, to avoid tiring me out; theyTl 
offer to cany my bag, and help out 
with heavy jobs around the house, 
or drive me to the doctor for a 
check-up... 

Of course I knew it would come 
to this, eventually. But I was not 
ready yet, not fbr a good few years. 
After an, Darcy still hasn’t turned 
eight-andhe’s a skin-and-bone sttq) 
of a boy with great knobbly knees 
and the diet of a supermodel sup- 
plemented by as many sweets as he 
can get his hands on. I am a grown 
man. I eat healthily, exercise thor- 
oughly, and was banking on keeping 
him in his place at least until he was 

« h ulking te pnagpr 

Sensible people, starting with 


Park life 




BRUCE 

Millar 


my wife, might suggest that it was 
foofish of me to pit nryself against my 
sons in physical competition, that it 
was misleading, even dangerous 


for me to link their respect for me 
with physical dominance, and that 
the dent in my male ego was just 
what I deserved. All this may be so, 
but the instinct for physical compe- 
tition is embedded deep in the male 
psyche. Surely it is better to compete 
openty and laugh at it than to keep 
it secret and serious - and much 
more malign. 

The only absolutely vivid memo- 
ry I have of what I am sure was an 
otherwise enjoyable family holiday 
when 1^ was Darcy’s age is of spend- 
ing summer afternoons engaged in 
long-jump contests with my father 
(it must have been an Olympic 
year). I can’t remember who won - 
the result was not important - but 
lean dose my eyes and summon the 


competition at a moment’s notice. I 
also have, from the same era, a ter- 
rible and guilty menwry of loang my 
temper vrith my fatheg who laughed 
at me so much in the wrestle that 
followed that he lost bis balance and 
I was able to knock him off his feet 
I hated this vidoty more than the hu- 
miliation that preceded it, because 
it upset what I instinctively knew to 
be the natural order of things. 

Perhaps this was the mirror 
image of what I felt when beaten on 
rollerblades by Darcy. Whatever, I 

took the beys out bladhig again a few 
days later; this time to a broad, open 
space ^ where I could devise a course 
more suited to my lumbering style 
than the tight turns where Darcy had 
left me standing.^ Vfe raced round this 


wide circuit in the gloom of a wh*. 
teris afternoon, and I managed -just 
- to keep ahead of Darcy although 
I was stOl far behind Tbm. ^ 

This was only a short-term sdn- 


used to the new states quo. Bnt^ 

for a while. From now on, rn onKr 
challenge the boys at sports that 

were already invented when I was 


cause I have the edge that 30 years 


distance running or swimming that 
require stamina, whicfoim^J 
with age (up to a pomt). Butltopw 


mg fit enough to compete inthe 

years ahead. Tm not ready to cSp 
my position just yet, boys. 








r 








Petra 

Tegetmeier 

Joan, were home-schooled: erratic Ethel Mairet Mairetwasa pioneer 

in the revival of hand-weaving in 


wove her own wedding dress, and 
the Penelope within ensured that 
this was apiece of weaving that she 
did not unpick. They had a long and 
happy marriage lasting until his 
death in 1987. 

Petra loved children. Her own 
four daughters and two sons grew 
up in Eric Gill's last home, Pigotts. 
Thor parents encouraged their in- 
terest in craft and the visual arts - 


on the floor and obscuring the tele- 
vision screen, books crowding the 
shelves and flowered wrap-around 
aprons hang in g on the kitchen door. 

Wh«»n a rfrT)fep- fhrY^p<t hprtnrnnvp mtn 

a nursing home, she marie sure her 
interior was recreated as far as was 
possible, and she took tapestry work 
and her spuming wheel with hen 
Petra Tegetmeier had long been 
kM iSPri hy far her calmness and 



The Plait, by Eric Gill: a 1922 portrait of his daughter Petra 


FOR HER father Eric GUI, she was 
the perfect adolescent muse. For 
her one-time fiancd David Jones, 
she was the only sitter he could 
comfortably paint in front of. 

Her father’s wood-engravings 
catch berm the bathtub, combrngher 
hair; shy, demure and never meeting 
his eye. Jones's swirling lines of pen- 
cil and watercolour depict a brood- 
ing earfo goddess, sometimes stern, 
sometimes brimming with sensual 
energy. Always with a glance that 
suggested, “I know your sort.” 

The real Petra Tegetmeier ende 
Gill) far mnrp. vital and eb ullient 

than the male gaze ever gave her 
credit foe When GUI's wife was car- 
rying the unborn Petra, their second 
child, she first felt the baby’s flick- 
ering movements on a trip to Rome. 
Eric Gill, not yet a Catholic, was ab- 
sorbed by the inscriptions on the Thar 
jan column, but years later; when his 
daughters made a pilgrimage to 
Rome be attached poetic significance 
to this “quickening” in the hotyrity. 

The family converted to Catholi- 
cism in 1913 when Petra was seven 
years old. Their home was on Ditch- 
ting Common, Susses, in dose prox- 
imity to the craft workshops where 
Gill made his sculptures and ran his 
lettering workshop. Women bore 
the brunt of domestic work here, in 
archaic conditions with no r unning 
water or electricity. The printer Hi- 
lary Phpler and his young family lived 
nearby; FYyler ran St D ominic 's Press 

and like Gill he longed to reinvent 
society along rural, non-industrial 
lines. Self-sufficiency was applaud- 
ed, health visitors and any invasion 
into one's domestic life by govern- 
ment boefies were viewed with scorn. 

The calligrapher Edward John- 
ston lived in Ditchling village, and 
worked on projects with Gill, but as 
his famity was not Catholic the chil- 
dren’s lives were not so intertwined. 
The sensitive Petra remembered 
Johnston's daughters hiding up- 
stairs when she visited the house- 
hold: “I don't think our faith was the 
problem so much as their laughter 
at our hand-made clothes." 

Petra and her sisters, Betty and 


teaching from their busy father; 
other artists and craftsmen from the 
community and the occasional wefl- 
meaning outsider; sympathetic to 
their cause. One such teacher in- 
sisted on keeping her pet dog in the 

impn w n p fai and itharfcwi 

all throu gh The girt s all pm- 

duced beautiful art work: both 
stylised Christian imagery after 
their father; and, when left to their 
own devices, plump mothers push- 
ing prams. There was sometimes a 
yearning for the more onfinaiy side 


David Jones 
depicted her as a 
brooding earth 
goddess - always 
with a glance that 
suggested, e I 
know your sort ’ 


of life to be recognised. When Eric 
GUI carved a wooden doll for Petra 
with a solemn expression and pig- 
tails she couldn’t help wishing that 
it had fair skin and curls. 

In her mid-teens Petra “walked 
out” with Peplerts son Stephen. 
Once they did not return from the 
South Downs until dusk and a 
search party was sent Stephen be- 
came a Dominican Friar and dis- 
tinguished theological writer - 
Father Conrad Fepler Gill’s wood- 
engravings of Petra, Gtrl in the 
Bath, Harr Combing and The Plait 
(1922-23), along with a small stone 
sculpture of her which now graces 
the book jacket of Judith Collins's 
1998 catalogue raisormd of GUI's 
sculpture, all captured Petra’s 
teenage magic, but did not cage it 

At 16 she escaped her patriarch’s 
territory to train locally as a weaver 
with the tenacious and ins piring 


Britain. Petra used to giggle at the 
memory of her own h<^eless arith- 
metic whei it came to measuring or 
adding percentages. She would also 
poke fun at the “superior” visitors 
to Mairefs workshop who refused to 
beBerc that she was weaving with 
silk because it did not have a shirty 
artificial finish. Petra was forever fas- 
cinated by the texture and detail of 
handmade doth. 

In 1923 Petrabecame engaged to 
the artist and poet Darid Jones, who 
was working with her father at 
Ditchling. Their betrothal was 
blessed in the chapel on the common 
and their relationship was intimate 
-Jones's painting The Garden En- 
closed (1924), now in the Tate, 
records a kiss amongst the geese 
with Gill’s carved wooden doll dis- 
carded on the path beside them. 
When Petra broke off the engage- 
ment, fearing that Jones did not in 
reality favour the family life she 
yearned fin; Jones was devastated, 
but they remained lifelong friends. 

Petra then became engaged to the 
engraver; letterei; cartoonist and 
former 'frappist monk Denis Tteget- 
mder They married in 1930. She 


Charlotte went on to found the won- 
derfully resourceful toyshop and 
mail-order catalogue “Tridias", 
William is a thatchei; Adam a pho- 
tographer; Judith paints and both 
Prudence and Petra’s niece Helen 
Davies spin and weave. 

Well into her eighties, Petra lived 
alone in a converted weaver’s 
Chapel in Avondiff, near Bradford- 
upon-Avon, with several other chil- 
dren as near neighbours. There 
were thistles winding out from pots 


serenity but she was in many ways 
a woman’s woman. She was most at 
home in the company of women, eat 
mg cake on the bench in her garden, 
thriving on anecdotes and laughing 
at some plastic “Transformer' 1 toy 
vehicle which a grandchild had left 
in the shrubbery. She could also 
make art dealers squirm in their 
shoes just by pursing her lips. 

When Fiona MacCarthy’s biog- 
raphy Eric GUI (1989) reveal 2d. from 
the evidence of OS’s diaries, his sex- 


ual relations with his two eldest dau- 
ghters Petra remained unflappable 
m the fare of media fhr nrp. She made 

it dear &at her own attitude to sex 
had not been harmed. The sisters 
had never been made to feel shame. 

In another era I could imagine 
Petra having a second career as a 
fVifid therapist Sh e had an intuitive 

gra sp nf hnrnan dilemmas »t»H 

convey comfort and affection with- 
out the need for many words. She 
was devoid of condescension, bril- 
liantly combined self-mockery with 
a subtle self-assurance, and was, 
without a doubt, one of the most 
knowing people I have ever met 
Lottie Hoare 

Petra Helen GUI, weaoer. bom Lon- 
don 18 August 1906; married 1930 
Denis Tegetmeier (died 1987; two 
sons, four daughters); died UrrrpLey 
Stoke, Wiltshire 1 January 1999. 


Mike Steyn 


MIKE STEYN played an unusual 
part in the musical lif» of this coun- 
try, particularly in thj folk revival 
of the Sixties and S* unties. 

While other record companies 
and producers responded to public 
interest by promoting the forgotten 
or neglected treasures of Anglo- 
American folk music, Steyn went be- 
yond the confines of the West, to 
Africa and Asia. He launched a 
number of outstanding musicians 
and singers, some celebrated in 
their own countries but unknown in 
Britain, others new and obscure, arid 
launche d their international careers. 
Their music inspired and influenced 
musicians and singer-songwriters as 
diverse as Paul Simon and Peter 
Gabriel, and bands such as Genesis 
and fhirport Convention. 

A fine musician himself, with an 
unerring ear for tone and colour; 
Steyn sensed the potential of artists 
on first hearing them. His hig h mu- 
sical standards and his unusual dis- 
regard for commercial gain made 
Tangent Records, the company he 
started in the late Sixties, a badge 
of quality. He distributed his pro- 
ductions world-wide through record 
companies with aims and reputa- 
tions similar to his own, among 
them tire distinguished Hannonia 
Mundi in France and Lyrichord in 
the United States. As a result many 
of his recordings have endured and 
become classics of the genre. 


Bom in South Africa. Steyn 
showed a precocious aptitude for 
music. He was virtually self-taught 
until a bursary brought him to 
England to study composition and 
conducting at the Guildhall School 
of Music, where he was spotted as 
potentially a star conductor Among 
his contemporaries was Jacqueline 
Dupre, whom he conducted playing 
Elgar’s Cello Concerto with the 
Guildhall Orchestra His energy and 
passionate love of music inspired the 
members of the orchestra and won 
turn a second grant to continue Ins 
studies for a further two years. 

In 1958 he was one of 92 candi- 
dates taking part in the Morley Col- 
lege Conducting Competition, and 
won - the chief adjudicator was Sir 
John Barbirolli, who encouraged 
him personally. Steyn’s success 
provided him with ayear’s study at 
the Hocfaschule farMusikin Berlin, 
and led to engagements with the 
BBC regional orchestras, the Lon- 
don Philharmonic and the London 
Symphony Orchestras. 

By then married, with a child, he 
fownd that the precarious life of a rov- 
ing anKiu<lor was not iKovkiing him 
with a regular income and the se- 
curity he needed, and he took a job 
conducting the (Krfoestra for the mu- 
sical Otiuerf.Bbr a fewyears be tried 
to combine such regular theatre 
work with orchestral concerts, but 
the two seemed incompatible. 



Thngent Records 


Though a dedicated musician, 
Steyn was too modest and inde- 
pendent to promote himself in the 
competitive world of international 
conducting, yet he was not content 
with musicals - his interest was in 
the works of classical composers, in 
particular Mozart, Beethoven and 
Mahler So he left the profession to 
work as an independent record pro- 
ducer learning the ropes from Lionel 
Segal, the director of Strike Records, 
then a well-known folk music label. 

His own first records wore with 
the northern comedians Blaster 
Bates and Peter Mallony (who had 
beena’frappist monk), and they be- 
came huge hits, particularly the 


Blaster Bates series of LPs which 
are still selling. Steyn could have con- 
tinued in that field and made a great 
deal of money, but he was never mo- 
tivated by money - he followed his 
heart With the proceeds from these 
first hits he started Tangent Records. 

Tangent’s first three records 
were of Ethiopian folk music, record- 
ed in Ethiopia by the late Jean 
Jenkins, then the Curator of Music 
at the Homiman Museum. Other 
recordings followed, and in 1976 he 
released a box of six LPs of music 
from all over the Islamic world, to 
coincide with the Wbrid of Islam Ffes- 
tival in London - it is now a collec- 
tors’ item. There followed seven 
records of Scottish music with Ed- 
inburgh University three LPs with 
Mustafa Tfettiy-Addy the Ghanaian 
dr umm er and one of Africa’s best- 
loved musicians, and many more - 
some 120 recordings of music from 
all over the world. 

When he sensed that his job was 
done, he left to return to classical 
music and composition, handing 
over Tangent’s distribution to Topic 
Records, one of Britain’s oldest and 
best folk labels. Unfortunately he 
also discovered he had cancer. He 
devoted the same single-minded ef- 
fort he had deployed in his work to 
combat his Alness, arid succeeded in 
winning long periods of remission - 
be was given six months by his 
doctors and lived six years. 


I met Mike Steyn with Jean Jenk- 
ins in 1969, and sang him a Persian 
folksong. He gave me a contract for 
an LE We recorded Persian Lone 
Songs andMystic Chants almost a 
cappefla, with just a touch of flute 
and hand-drum, in his studio - the 
crypt of a church in Holland Road. 
London. A second record followed, 
of English songs, which led to 
my receiving offers from major 
record companies. 

Far from binding me with lifelong 
contracts - at a time when record 
producers were taking options even 
an their artists’ dtOdrert, ia case thty | 
became musicians too - be let me 
go, saying that his label was too 
specialised for me. He had the 
true artist’s generosity and bumfli- 1 
ty and we remained friends. I never 
released a record without first 
consulting him. 

I made one more record with him, 
From East to West, a fusion of Per- 
sian and Western mu sic, produced 
and arranged by Paul Buckmaster 

fthe arran ger nf t among others, Flfom 
John and Mick Jagger). Both these 
records of Persian traditional songs 
are stiD extant, on Tangent in Britain 
and on Lyrichord in the US. 

SHUSHA GUPPY 

Muhael Eugene Steyn, record pro- 
duce born Cape Timm 23 July 1931; 
married 1956 Wendy Muntxm ( one 
son); died London 3 January 1999. 


George 

Steedman 


ctoror STEEDMAN was one of 
the most remarkable characters 
ever to find a niche in the BBU 
doing far mare than most to 
mflb. its reputation resound so 
s plendi dly around the world. 

Soon after the Second Wfcrid War 
, rtia rrPflDDQ 



frtntinent - then starved of infor- 
mation and intellectual sustenance 
- presented a unique broadcasting 
opportunity Steedman took on the 

The nOOK Kf*rvice W3S tO 



it an important audience of so- 

■a flfd u n prm'fyi for mers”. Intellectual 

T_ . i nf n vn rP<!<ann 



ervices were never quite able to 
chieve - were the watchwords. 

Of course it was highly ed ucativ e, 
leorge Steedman was always a 


ers, his wife Nan, also a teacher; was 

the daughter of his old headmaster. 
fa^man did his teaching via a mi- 
crophone, bathe also taught his own 

broadcasters how to broadcast, on 
the baas of talking one to one, to be 
an invited guest in someone else’s 
sitting room. He was a Y&rkshareman 
born and bred but quite unlike 
the sturdy salt-of-tb e-earth York- 
shire stereotype. Perhaps Emily 
Bronte got it right - he was prickty 
difficult, temperamental. 

He won a scholarship to Cam- 
bridge, reading English and gaining 
aFfrst at Sehyyn College. His college 
was then known as afndmng ground 
for young clergymen, something 
Steedman reseated. This was one of 
his silty resentments, like being 
born in 1916, doomed from the out- 
set War indeed came before there 
was any opportunity of establishing 

himsdf in a rarpprHftW witmtn the 

Field Security Police, a sort of In- 
telligence unit, and was badty 
wounded. Recovering his educative 
bent reasserted itself with a period 
in the Fbrces Education Services. It 
was an easy step to the BBC. 

The European Service was situ- 
ated in Bush House, a for more 
promising place to be in than Broad- 
casting House. It was within walk- 
ing distance of Parliament, theatres, 
galleries, university colleges in- 
cluding the London Schootof Eco- 
nomics, Fleet Streep which then held 


every journalist of note. Bush House 

iterif tpag frill of a AwiBngmit nffnn- 

tinental refugees, Russian, French, 
German, Italian, a hub of post-war 
intellectual excitement. 

The European Service under 
Steedman’s guidance lived up to 
this. Every subject was covered at 
its highest level and best He was the 
first to employ a fell-time science cmS 
respondent, a subject only just be- 
ginning in journalism. Francis Crick 
was an early contributor before DNA 
and the Nobel Prize hit the head- 
lines; Bruno Bronowski began his 
broadcasting career under Steedman. 
The arts were not forgotten, Henry 
Moore and Barbara Hepworth were 
other firsts for the service and 
Matthew Smith gave it his only ven- 
ture into broadcasting. Lord Den- 
ning contributed a series on justice 
and morality, Bertrand Russell spoke 
on power and Aneurin Bevan on loy- 
alty Hugh Gaitskeil on equality. 

These people came not for the 
money, nor the kudos, but often for 
the st im ulation which George Steed- 
man provided, the dialectic argu- 
ment which made brains buzz. He 
could be brutal, even cruel, in his 
contempt for any failure to come up 
to his standards. Many was a 
slammed door that reverberated 
after angry departures from his of- 
fice. But he also enjoyed an intense 
loyalty and gratitude from those 
that worked closest with him and 
many went on to fine careers. 
Joan Yorke and Joanna Scott Mon- 
crieff became pillars of the BBC’s 
forever popular Woman's Hour. 

Steedman was never a conven- 
tional “corporate” personality. Not 
for him the convivial canteen lunch 
or office intrigue at the club bar. He 
would sit long hours brooding at his 
desk and if interrupted might treat 


the intruder to a lecture on how to 
make an atom bomb in }hreeeasy 
stages. In the course ofgtvmganaa- 
mSlreport he explained at length 

the working of Iavat ??' ’ 

He paid the price for tes eccentn- 
dty and his lack of coUegrahtyHe 
was sidelined into becoming headof 
Overseas Regional Serue^suffa:- 
ing from the acronym Horse), look- 
ing after the broadcasting neete of 

ZJa- orwic that could not be fitted 


in elsewhere, me 

the Caribbean, the Fblkjan ds. before 
their hour of prominence. Meanwhile 
other parts of the corporation were 
casting covetous empire-building 

. CMnnnO urhWl 



Wan auuu ~ 

emb racing World Service. ■ 

Later Steedman moved on to yet 

another largely anonymous depart- 
ment of the BBC. the Transcription 
Sendee, a mainly marketing job, the 
selling of BBC programmes global- 
ly It became one of the BBC s higgest 
money-spinners and because Steed- 
man was always an innovator he ini- 
tiated new programmes. His Typical 
Tapes, a 15-minute news magazine, 
is still mentioned with admiration. 
He became the Maecenas of the 
leading musical festivals, telling 
world-famous players how to im- 
prove their performance. He in- 
vented popular quiz games like M y 
Word and My Music which were 
lifted into the home services. 

The fact that the Transcription 
Service was selling to the North 
American market presented Steed- 
man with one of his major achieve- 
ments. Broadcasting technology in 
the numerous American stations 
which clamoured for BBC output 
was state-of-the-art. for ahead of the 
BBC. Steedman called on BBC En- 
gineering to make his service com- 
petent to cope with this new 



BBC European Service 


technical challenge. He s urp ri se d the 
BBC engineers with his scientific 
know-how and modernising zeaL Im- 
proved BBC transmission throughout 
the entire corporation was the result. 

On retirement he continued to 
provide information world-wide with 
a weekly series of his own. About 
Britain. It was a huge success and 
won him fan mail from around the 
globe. The series however came to 
an abrupt stop with yet another of 
Steedman’s spats with BBC au- 
thority. He and his wife returned to 
their roots in the North Yorkshire 
moors to Newtotmpon-Rawcfiffe, the 
name itself redolent of Steedmatfs 
love of science and his fierce un- 
compromising temperament But it 
was not like that at all. He mellowed, 
wrote poetiy went to church and lent 
his garden beautified by Nan’s expert 
botanical care for the vicarage fete. 

After a programme once a dis- 
tinguished guest said: “The trouble 
with you, George, is you’re a scien- 
tist manque .” The other distin- 
guished guest put in: “No, no, you’re 
a priest manque.” Stee dman replied: 
“Don’t you mate a rrumquA out of 
me ” Anybody who tried did so at 
their peril. 

anne Symonds 

George Steedman, broadcaster. 
bom Catterick, North Yorkshire 9 
March 1916; married 1945 Nan 
Saunders (two sons, one daughter); 
died Malton. North Yorkshire 31 
December 1998. 
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Irene Serkin 




FAMILIES DON’T come more musi- 
cal than those that surrounded 
Irene Serkin during the course of 
her long life, both the one she g rew 
up in and the one she created. 

She was bora Irene Busch in Vi- 
enna in 1917, the daughter of Adolf 
Busch, who was perhaps the 
supreme representative of the Ger- 
man school of string-playing; and of 
Frieda Graters, issue of another fam- 
ity of outstanding musical ability. For 
nearly six decades, Irene was the 
w&ofRudotfSerfein.aDeafthiscen- 
tury s most dignified and perceptive 
pianists. And her own immediate 
family boasts the pianist Peter 

SezMn, the horn-player John Serkin 

and four musician daughters. 

The story ofhow Irene Busch en- 
countered her husband has a fairy- 
tale quality to it Sie was only three 
years old when her father met 
Rudolf Serkin. then 17. gawky and 


nervous, in the apartment of Kart 
Gombrich (father of Sir Ernst) in Vi- 
enna. The two musicians very soon 
formed a duo-partnership and before 
lung Busch had invited the young pi- 
anist to live with his family. At this 
point Irene, barely past the toddler 
stage, told Serkin that she would 
marry him when she grew up - and 
that is exactly what she did. When 
Irene reached 17 herself, she and 
Serkin were wed, in 1935, in Basel. 

It would be difficult to say that she 
grew up any wh e r e in particular 
Berlin, Darmstadt and Switzerland, 
perhaps, but more often than not she 
would be on tour with her fathec 
travelling the length and breadth of 
Europe -and thus, Hte her husband, 
she bad very little formal education. 

Adolf Busch was conscious of 
his duty to the masterpieces of the 
Austro-German repertoire (he 
played the Beethoven Concerto, for 


example, no fewer than 400 times in 
the course of his career). But he was 
implacably opposed to the Nazi 
regime and, at considerable cost to 
himself, vowed never to play in Ger- 
many as long as the Nazis remained 

in power Ota this he showed a rather 
soberer insight than the idealistic 
Wilhelm FbrtwSngtei; who thought 
he could defend German music 
from within the Nazi fold.) The 
Busches and Serkin, having moved 
to Switzerland in 1927, thus left 
Germany permanently in 1933. 

The Serkins continued to 
Philadelphia in 1939 when Rudolf 
was appointed to the staff of the Cur- 
tis Institute there, first taking over 
Josef Hofmann's masterclasses and 
later becoming director of the In- 
stitute. Irene’s father and mother fol- 
lowed her to America after a 
bungled attenpt by the Nazis to kid- 
nap Busch and drag him back to Ger- 


many (his house was temptingly 
near the German border, Busch 
got wind of their plans and made 
sure be was not at home when the 
Gestapo came to calO. 

United in the States, Irene’s fa- 
ther, uncle (the cellist Herman 
Busch) and husband - together 
with the French flautist Marcel 
Moyse and his musician son and 
daughter-in-law, Louis and Blanche 
Moyse -founded the Marlboro Music 

Festival in lfermont in 1951; Mariboro 
was *° k® the focus of much of the 
Serkins’ life from then on. 

Irene Serkin was not herself an 
outstanding string-player, but she 
was good enough to play in the 
Busch Chamber Flayers from the 
foundation of the group in 1935. And 
she would always play violin or viola 

in Mariboro concerts, often in music 
written by her father She was an ec- 

abler. She and her husband offered 


she played a prominent i 
musical life of the cc 
around hen The warmth t 
tranced feature of the ah 
at Marlboro was owed 
measure to her. 

Her end was as charm 
hfe. She had suffered fr 
problems but had shown 

u | ar discomfort when she \ 

Ping to find a Christina 
adorn the family hearth. I 
home, she took to bed for 

rap and died peacefully in 


Irene Busch, mu 
7,0 2i June 191 
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At the unveiling ceremony last December for Vela Zanetti's restored mural ‘Mankind's Stni 
his son Josd Zanetti de las Cuevas addressed UN officials including the Secretary-Gener 


Jose Vela Zanetti 


JOSE VELA Zanetti was best known for 
his vast mural La Lucha del Hambre 
’par La Pas (“Mankind's Struggle for 
Peace"), created in 1953 for the Unit- 
ed Nations headquarters in New York. 
The artist was in exile at the time, and 
Spain under Franco was not even a 
member of the UN. 

Less than a month ago, the newly re- 
stored mural was rededicated by the UN 
Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, in a cer- 
emony attended by the artist’s son, Jose. 
Vela Zanetti, deeply moved by the hon- 
our; which he described as one of the 
great satisfactions of his life, kept pho- 
tographs of the occasion beside him in 
his last days. 

He had been chosen by the Guggen- 
heim Foundation to create a mural for 
the UN on the theme of peace in an in- 
ternational competition in 1952. The 
mural 20 metres by three, shews the 


ravages of war and concentration 
camps and depicts people pulling to- 
gether to rebuild a shattered world. 
Painted in blues and reddish browns, it 
was inaugurated in the corridor outside 
the UN Security Council chambers. 

Vela Zanetti was born in 1913 in the 
small northern town of Milagros, near 
Burgos; when he was still very young, 
the family moved to the provincial cap- 
ital Leon, where he began artistic 
training. He won a public scholarship to 
stuffy art in Florence in 1933, but Fran- 
co's revolt and the outbreak of the 
Spanish Civil War disrupted his plans, 
and the artist later described the years 
that followed as “long and full of trials". 

He fled into exile in 1939. His father; 
boss of a provincial slaughterhouse, had 
been shot by fascists in 1936 in the open- 
ing days of the wan leaving a permanent 
scar upon the young artist, “The death 


of my father, along with exile, made more 
of me than normal circumstances would 
have. His death forced me to explore 
the limits of my abilities, to be a son 
worthy of his father." 

Vhla Zanetti settled in the Dominican 
Republic, where he produced hundreds 
of murals, of farmworkers and rural 
scenes, many of them cm a heroic scale. 
In 1949 he was appointed director of the 
Fine Arts School of Santo Domingo. He 
won a John Simon Guggenheim schol- 
arship for young Hispanic artists that 
enabled him to travel to New York, and 
he later lived in Mexico, Colombia and 
Switzerland. 

One important work painted in the 
Dominican Republic hung in the as- 
sembly hall of the UN’s International 
Labour Office in Geneva from 1959 to 
1968. The untitled painting showed 
sturdy workers engaged in industry, 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


Deaths 


UNTOTT: On 7 January 1999, 
peacefully at home, aged 60 
years, David John, consultant 
radiologist of Roundhay. Leeds, 
much loved by his wife Anne, 
sons Francis, Tun and Matthew, 
brother WQliam and wider family 
and friends. Ruwral service and 
committal in St Andrew’s United 
Reformed Church, Shaftesbury 
Avenue, Roundhay, Leeds LSS 
2DS, on Thursday 14 January at 
lpm, followed by private crema- 
tion. Flowers may be sent if 
desired, or donations if pre- 
ferred will be shared between St 
Gemma's Hospice, Leeds. Shel- 
ter and Sylvia Wright X-ray 
Appeal, India. All may be sent 
c/o John E Tfempest Mineral Ser- 
vice, 46 Harrogate Road, Chapel 
Allerton, LecdsLS7 4LA. Tele- 
phone 0113 239 2700. 

LOCHHEAD: Peacefully, on 6 
January 1999, Alexander Cargill 
Lochhead, of AmpthilL aged fl 
years. Much-loved husband of 
Vg tip and father of Angus and 
Karen. Rmeral service takes 
place on Saturday 16 January, 
10.15am at Norse Road Crema- 
torium, Bedford. Flowers or 
donations for Cancer Research 
may be sent c/o Neville Funeral 
Service, The Old Church, 

Flitwick Road, AmptMl Bed- 
fordshire MK45 2NT; telephone 
01525 406132. 


Changing of the guard 

TODAY: The Household Caval- 
ry Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen’s life Guard at 
Horse Guards, nam; 1st 
Battalion Welsh Guards 
mounts the Queen’s Guard, at 
Buckingham Palace. 1150am, 
band provided by the Cold- 
stream Guards. TOMORROW: 
The Household Cavalry Mount- 
ed Reg iment mounts the 
Queen’s life Guard at Horse 
Guards, 10am. 


FORTHCOMING 

Marriages 


Mr R L Jones 
and Miss S. M. Item 
The engagement is 
announced between Paul 
Idris, son of Dr and Mrs 
Bob Jones, of Horsington, 
Somerset, and Stephanie 
Marie, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs David Tann, of St 
Austell Cornwall. 

Mr D. H. Jones 
and Dr V. S. Ramrakha 
The engagement if 
announced between David 
Hugh, son of Dr and Mrs 
Bob Jones, of Horsington, 
Somerset, and Vandana, 
daughter of Dr Sat and Dr 
Unnila Ramrakha, of Nairobi. 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Major Derek All- 
husen, former and Olympic 
equestrian, 85; Sir John 
Alliott, High Court judge, 67; 
Dame Elizabeth Anson 
(Lady Anson), former chair- 
man, Association of District 
Councils of England and 
Wales, 68; Miss Joan Baez, 
singes 58; Mr Hugh Bayley 
MP, 47; Miss Mary Bennett, 
former .Principal, St Hilda’s, 
Oxford, 86; Mr Paul Bergne, 
former ambassador to 
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, 

62; Sir John Buckley, for- 
mer chairman, Davy Corpo- 
ration, 86; Mrs Christine 
Crawley, MER 49; Mr Clive 
Dunn, actor and comedian, 
77; Sir Tony Durant, former 
MR 71; Sir Graham Eyre 
QC. a Recorder of the Crown 
Court, 68; Mr Graham 
Fletcher, show jumper, 48; 
Father Benedict Green, 
theologian, 75; Mr Terry 
Hands, theatre and opera 
director 58; Mr David Hol- 
brook, writes; 76; Mr Leslie 


Holliday, former chairman, 
John Laing Construction. 78; 
Professor Sir Alec Jeffreys, 
Wolfson Research Professor 
of the Royal Society Leices- 
ter University; 49; Mr Simon 
Jervis, Historic Buildings 
Secretary, National Ttust, 56; 
Mr Herbert Lorn, actor, 82; 
Mr Michael Nicholson, 
television newscaster and 
reporter, 62; Sir Harry 
Ognall QC, High Court 
judge, 65; Miss Joefy 
Richardson, actress, 34; Mr 
David Smith, cricketer, 43; 
Mrs Vicky Tuck. Principal 
Cheltenham Ladies College, 
46; Viscount Ullswater, for- 
mer government minister; 57; 
Mr David Walker, High 
Commissioner to Bangladesh, 
59; Mr Geoffrey Wragg, 
racehorse trainer; 69; Miss 
Susannah York, actress, 57. 

TOMORROW: Sir Walter 
Bodmer, Principal Hertford 
College, Oxford, 63; Sir 
Robin Chichester-dark, 
former MP and government 
minister; 71; Mr Tom Clarke 
MP, Minister for Film and 
Tourism, 58; Mr Derek 
Hammond-Stroud. operatic 
baritone, 73; Sir Derek 
Hornby, former chairman, 
British Overseas Trade 
Board, 69; Mr Thomas Hut- 
ton, former chief executive 
of Tbtal Oil 78; Mr Clive 
Jones, chief executive, Carl- 
ton Television, 50; Miss 
Dorothy Malone, actress, 

74; Sir Robert Marshall 
former chairman of the 
National Water Council 79; 
Dr Peter Mathias, former 
Master, Downing College, 
Cambridge, 71; Sir David 
Miers, former ambassador 
to the Netherlands, 62; Sir 
David Neuberger, High 
Court judge, 50; Mr Denis 
Peach, former Chief Charity 
Commissioner; 71; Mr Alan 
Protheroe, journalist and 
broadcaster, 65; Mr Anton 


Rodgers, actor, 66; Mr Fred- 
die Starr, comedian, 55; Mr 
Rod Stewart, rock singer. 54; 
Mrs Valerie Strachan, 
c hairman. Board of Customs 
and Excise. 59; Sir Stephen 
Wall United Kingdom Per- 
manent Representative to 
the European Union, 52; 

Miss Maijorie Wallace, 
chief executive. Sane, 54. 


Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births: John Jervis, 
Earl of St Vincent, admiral 
1735; Lascelles Abercrombie, 
poet and critic, 1881; Dame 
Grade Fields (Grace Stans- 
field), singer and actress, 
1898; George Balanchine, 
choreographer; 1904; Richard 
Milhous Nixon, 37th US 
president. 1913. Deaths: 
Caroline Lucre tia Herschel 
astronomer, 1848; Katherine 
Mansfield (Beauchamp) 
(Kathleen Middleton Murry), 
writer, 1923; Karl Mannheim, 
sociologist, 1947; Waldo 
David Frank, novelist, 1967. 
On this day: in Britain, 
Income Thx was introduced 
by Pitt the Younger; the rate 
being two shillings in the 
pound, 1799; Sir Humphry 
Davy’s safety lamp was first 
used in a coal mine, 1816; the 
first trial flight of Concorde 
took place, Bristol 1960- 
Today is the Feast Day of St 
Berhtwald of Canterbury 
Saints J ulian and Basilissa, 

St Mardana of Rusuccur; St 
Peter of Sebastea and St 
Whningus or Vaneng. 

TOMORROW Births: Dr 
George Birkbeck, education- 
ist, 1776; Alexei Nikolayevich 
Tolstox novelist and play- 
wright, 1883; Dame Barbara 
Hepworth, sculptor, 1903. 
Deaths: Carolus Linnaeus, 
botanist, 1778; Samuel Colt 
gunsmith, 1862; Samuel 
Dashiell Hammett, detective 


story writer; 1961; Elspeth 
Josceline Huxley (Grant), 
writer. 1997. On this day: the 
penny post was begun 
(although the first stamps 
were not available until 6 
May), 1840; the London 
Underground (Metropolitan 
Railway) system was started, 
1863; the tomb of Cleopatra 
was discovered, 1890. 
Tomorrow is the Feast Day 
of St Agatho, pope, St Der- 
mot or Diarmaid, St John the 
Good, St Martian of Constan- 
tinople, St Peter Orseolo and 
St William of Bourges. 


Lectures 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Lynda 
Stephens, “New Beginnings 
(ii): Bordone. Pair of 
Lovers*, 12 noon. 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Norbet Jopek, 

“One by One: European com- 
memorative medals from the 
Great War 1914-1918”. 2pm. 
Tate Gallery. Laurence 
Bradbury, “Pleasure from 
Rough Art, Improvisation 
and Risk”, lpm. 

British Museum: Nigel Bar- 
ley “The Golden Sword: Raf- 
fles and the East", 11.30am; 
Delia Pemberton, “Talking 
Pictures: looking at Egyptian 
hieroglyphs”, 1.30pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: 
Ann Kodicek, “Shapes for 
Spaces: Henry Moore’s 
public art", 3pm. 

TOMORROW 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Yasmin Hales. 

“The Role of the Indian 
Artist", 2pm. 

Tate Gallery: Laurence 
Bradbury, “Identified 
Figures in Well-Known 
Works”, 2.30pm. 

National Portrait Gallery. 
Paul Webb, “John Buchan", 
3pm. 



Literary notes 

Cedric Cullingford 


A child’s pleasure in 
making flesh creep 


pe for Peace’ at the United Nations headquarters, 
. Kofi Annan AP / Marly Ledertiandler 


building and farming, and remains in the 
OLO’s collection. 

Vela Zanetti returned to Spain in 1962, 
to the house in Milagros where he had 
been born, and painted all day long. “I 
get up at dawn to benefit from the light, 
and I stop painting at dusk. Mural 
painting has given me this discipline." 

He is best known in his own country 
for portraits of peasants, still-lifes, 
Casti Ilian landscapes and religious 
works. In 1997 he donated 57 paintings 
and other works to a foundation in Leon 
that bears his name. One of his last 
works was a portrait of the Catalan 
architect Antonio Gaudi. 

Elizabeth Nash 

Jose' Tfefa Zanetti, painter, bom Milagros, 
Spain 27 May 1913; married Espemaa 
de las Cuevas (one son, one daughter); 
died Burgos, Spain 4 January 1999. 


THERE IS no doubting the 
popularity of Roald Dahl. 
The reason for this might 
be obvious at first He writes 
with unselfconscious exu- 
berance, his stories move at 
a manic pace and are full of 
a mixture of exaggerations 
and simple jokes: “China's so 
full of Wings and Wongs 
everytime you wing you get 
a wong number.” 

At the same time Dahl 
relishes the disgusting. He 
makes great play of a child's 
pleasure in making the 
flesh creep. Thus we are ca- 
joled into reacting a gains t 
sentimentality. 

It is only when the parents begin 
telling us about the brilliance of 
their revolting offspring that we 
start shouting "Bring us a basin! 
We're going to be sick.’" 

There is palpable pleasure in 
such an exaggerated feel- 
ing. The Twits' revolting 
habits are described in lurid 
detail. The idea of crunching 
the bones of young children 
returns as a theme again 
and a gain: 

I'm off to find a yummy child for 
lunch. Keep listening and you’ll 
hear the bones go crunch. 

He cannot resist reiterating, 
with glee, the pleasures of 
the revolting. 

Til bet if you saw a fat juicy lit- 
tle child paddling in the water 
over there at this very moment 
you'd gulp him up in one gallop. 

When the Enormous Croco- 
dile at last meets his match 
it ends up being swung 
round and round and being 
thrown into the sun - “And 


he was sizzled up like a 
sausage?" 

All harmless fun? One of 
the pervasive features of 
Dahl's books is the sense of 
manic drive coupled with a 
delight in the nastiness of 
h uman beings. The books 
are. in fact, driven by half- 
disguised anger This might 
seem like a righteous anger 
at injustice but is a deeper 
seated outcry at the human 
condition. 

The parents of James (of 
The Giant Peach i are quick- 
ly disposed o£ 

Their troubles were over in a 
jifly. They were dead and gone in 
35 seconds flat 

This leaves others to deal 
with unhappiness as best 
they can; in the shape of a 
world full of men “as nasty 
and mean ... as any you 
could meet". Dahl talks of 
the life of a writer as 
“absolute hell”, where he 
lives in “a world of fear". 
This is not just the fear of 
running out of ideas but of 
a deep sense of injustice 
and anger 

Behind the humour the 
books convey great conflict 
They are about overcoming 
authority, with rebellion 
emerging out of a sophisti- 
cated conspiracy. The 
themes depend on “us" 
against “them". 

“Them" is both no one in 
particular and everyone. The 
hatred derives from a sense 
of revenge and punishment 

p unishing one or both of them 
each time they were beastly to 


her made her life more or less 
bearable. 

Dahl himself is aware of this 
fascination with pain, even if 
it is of an exaggerated kind. 
In his autobiography Boy 
he writes 

you will be wondering why I lay 
so much emphasis upon school 
beatings in these pages. The 
answer is that I cannot help it 
... I have never got over h. 

The abiding sense of anger 
and shame and the grievance 
against Dr Coggan, later the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
for relishing inflicting pain 
on pupils, is palpable. The 
whole book, however, is full 
of pain, of boils and scalpels, 
and canings and humilia- 
tions, either suffered or 
directed against others. 

At first sight the manic en- 
ergy of Dahl seems quite 
simple and unselfConstious. 
But it is driven by something 
deeper . . . When we recog- 
nise that children enjoy all the 
relish of exaggeration we 
should not forget why this 
should be so. The pain that 
Dahl expresses is recognised 
by his readers because they 
also share it Whereas Enid 
Blyton seeks escape from 
trauma by creating a perfect 
safe and ordered world, 
Dahl rushes into a wild 
alternative set of images 
that use anger as a means of 
overcoming suffering. 

Cedric Cullingford is the 
author of ‘Children's Liter- 
ature and Its Effects’ 

( Cassell £45/£15.99> 


Muslims seek their 
Night of Power 


Post Gazette announcements to tile Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


THIS YEAR the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan started 
with, literally, a bang. Iraqi 
Muslims looking for the 
crescent moon to mark the 
beginning of the testing month 
saw instead American Toma- 
hawk missiles and British Tor- 
nado fighters. Both President 
Bill Clinton and the Prime 
Minister, Tony Blair, said they 
then stopped the Western 
Night of Power because of 
“the holy month". 

Obviously intended to por- 
tray a humane and sensitive di- 
mension to the devastating and 
repulsive bombing raids, this bit 
of news spin had Muslims 
everywhere in derision. For 
there is nothing unholy in doing 
battle with your enemy during 
the holy month. One of the 
most crucial battles in early 
Islam, that of Bade was fought 
during Ramadan - as was the 
Yom Kippur war led by Anwar 
Sadat in 1973. 

In fact Ramadan is the most 
combative month in the Muslim 
calendar. The sawm (fasti is ac- 
tually a declaration of war 
against the carnal soul the al- 
nafs al-ammarah of the Holy 
Book In fasting, the rebellious 
tendencies of the carnal soul 
are gradually dampened and 
pacified through a systematic 
submission of these tenden- 
cies to the divine will for at 
every moment of hunger the 
soul of the Muslim is remind- 
ed that in order to obey divine 
commands the carnal passions 
must go unheeded. That is also 
why the fast does not include 
only food but also abstention 
from every form of lust and 
carnal passion. 

According to scholars the 
rigours of Ramadan should re- 
ally not be that difficult for a be- 
liever. Tradition bas it that 
during the month the Devil is 
shackled making it relatively 
easy far the soul imprisoned by 
hunger and thirst, to engage in 
good works. My local imam 
has pointed out the particular 
“Messing" of being a Muslim ob- 
serving Ramadan in Britain 
this year. Not only are the fast- 
ing hours relatively short but 
we are performing our obliga- 
tory abstinence right in the 
middle of the festive season. 
Surely in a month in which the 
Lord has promised manifold re- 
wards for acts of piety we can 


only be amassing huge bless- 
ings as we maintain our sobri- 
ety and temperance in a sea of 
crapulence and gourmandism, 
For a believer Ramadan is a 
month fell of divine gifts, hence 
the salutation Ramadan Kari- 
tm - "Ramadan the generous". 
Life is normally organised 
around a set of rituals that aim 
to maximise on the special 
spiritual rewards on offer It is 
a time during which one is en- 
couraged to recite the Holy 
Book, to remember God and 
participate in special prayers. 

The central core of the holy 
month, however; remains the 
Layla t al-Qadr, the Night of 
Power (or Destiny). This com- 
memorates the night in the 

Faith 

& 

Reason 

Fuad Nahdi 

The holy month of 
Ramadan brings 
blessings to the 
devout but a rather 
less comfortable 
condition for the 
impeached Bill 
Clinton and an 
embattled Tony Blair 


year AD 610 in which the Koran 

descended, in its entirety, into 
the soul of the Prophet In that 
night the Angel Gabriel first 
spoke to the Prophet, the Koran 
was revealed and the divine 
mission began. In a season 
preoccupied with sales and 
shopping the Night of Power is 
the ultimate bargain for a be- 
liever. The Holy Book in 
chapter97 describes the Night 
of Power as “better than a 
thousand months ... peace until 
the rising of the dawn": 
for shea* spiritual value there 
is nothing to match it in the 
entire universe. 

Nobofy realty knows for cer- 
tain on which date this holiest 
ni ght folk Scholars say this am- 
biguity is a secret wisdom to 


prompt the believer to devote 
himself completely to God dur- 
ing every night of this month in 
the hope of coinciding wife that 
night which has been kept de- 
liberately obscure. Muslims 
might desire to watch out for 
the mystical night but in Britain 
few can practically do so; little 
of “ordinary life” changes dur- 
ing the hoty month, making 
the prospect of staying awake 
during the night possible only 
if there was no work or college 
the next day. 

The scholars have, however; 
narrowed down the odds with 
most holding the opinion that 
the Night of Power is in the last 
10 nights of Ramadan, which 
are therefore are taken to be 
particularly hoty. If that is the 
case, then in 12 lunar months’ 
time the eve of the new mil- 
lennium might be the very 
night in which the heavens are, 
literally, set alight by the 
splendour and mercy of God. 

To have completed the fast 
of Ramadan is to have under- 
gone a rejuvenation and rebirth 
which prepares each Muslim to 
face another year with deter- 
mination to live and act ac- 
cording to the divine will. The 
fast also bestows a spiritual per- 
fume upon the human soul 
whose fragrance can be per- 
ceived long after the period of 
abstinence has come to an end 
It provides for the soul a source 
of energy upon which It feeds 
throughout the yean The hoty 
month has therefore been 
called rmibarak, “the blessed”, 
one in which the grace or 
baraknh of God flows upon the 
Islamic community and reju- 
venates its deepest sources of 
life and action. 

Those who seek to violate the 
holiness can expect the oppo- 
site. Ebr Bill Clinton, Ramadan 
has brought impeachment; for 
Tony Blair it has brought his 
first major crisis in govern- 
ment Which mates particularly 
apposite the fact that some 
scholars (including my local 
imam) believe the Night of 
Power might not be in these 
last 10 days but could be the 
first night of the month - the 
same day the ‘‘Western Night 
of Power" unfolded on the 
skies of Iraq, 

Fuad Nahdi is the editor nf the 
Muslim magazine r Q-News ’ 
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The race against time 

Radically old-fashioned - that’s how Stephen Poliakoff describes his latest TV drama. What can he mean? By David Benedict 


F irst of all, clearly, 1 don't have 
a video camera. And for the 
first time in my life it would 
have helped having one. Bit 
bloody late to buy one, this 
being the last afternoon of 
my life." Timothy Spall's pudgy face looms 
into the lens. He's recording the extraor- 
dinary events of his final days and, 13 sec- 
onds into the BBC's new drama Shooting 
the Past, you're hooked. 

As Spall nibbles on a slice of toast and 
girds his storytelling loins, he whets our 
appetite still further; explaining that his 
story is of vital importance because it can 
happen to anyone: “Anyone who has sud- 
denly lost their job or house or even busi- 
ness] or just had someone promoted above 
them. Anyone who knows how that feels, 
this is for you.” 

This vivid opening sequence is not only 
arresting, its a startlingly clear statement 
of intent by the writer and director Stephen 
Poliakoff He not only tightens the narra- 
tive screw with the threat of Spall's im- 
pending death, he alerts you to the drama's 
themes: the quirkiness of individuals, the 
collision between past and future, the re- 
sponsibilities of individuals and, above all. 
the recording of history. Shooting the Post 
is a race against time, set in an anachro- 
nistic library housing a priceless collection 
of millions of historic photographs, over- 
seen by a skeleton staff headed by the cool- 
ly authoritative Lindsay Duncan and the 
eccentric, cardigan-wearing SpalL When 
an American businessman (Liam Cun- 
ningham) arrives, announcing that he has 
bought them up and that the collection 
must be sold, opposing worlds collide. 

“I would love it if people said it was old- 
fashioned,” beams Poliakoff, enveloped in 
a comfy, wing-backed chair in his Isling- 
ton. London home. His brief was to write 
something that people wouldn't easily for- 
get - “Quite difficult,” he says, grinning over 
his understatement - but it led him back 
to his lifelong fascination with the power 
of photographs. 

Although the piece is, in his own words, 
"dialogue-heavy - there’s no reason why 
TV can’t do dialogue", pictures are at its 
heart. There are two pivotal sequences 
vaguely reminiscent of the classic scene 
in Antonioni’s Sixties film Blow-Up, where 
we watch David Hemmmgs discover a mur- 
der in a series of pictures he has taken by 
accident Here, we and the characters gaze 
3t a succession of photographs brought to- 
gether by Duncan to show to Cunningham. 
The first tells the true story of a Jewish girl 
in pre-War Germany but although her tale 
is extremely moving. Poliakoff isn't just out 
to evoke pathos. It’s a crunch moment in 
the plot and, even as we respond to the pic- 



tures, we're aware that Duncan is manip- 
ulating the story for her own ends. It's a 
gratifyingly complex scene. 

Writers are usually reticent or downright 
evasive about their objectives but Poliakoff 
is unusually forthcoming His early stage 
work has been described as cinematic In 
1989, however; he wrote: u Cinema is gen- 
erally the wrong medium to try to reveal 
complex character changes or to attempt 
to operate dramatically on two or three lev- 
els at once. Both are dearly central aspi- 
rations in most of my plays." Ten years 
iatec that statement is supported by these 
two telling sequences. Ultimately. Shoot- 
ing the Past is an exploration of charac- 


ter and circumstance in a medium poised 
between film and theatre. “I was deter- 
mined to write something with long, sus- 
tained scenes, the sort of thing one can onty 
do on television... you can in theatre but 
in a different way. I wanted to do something 
that wasn't trying to be cinema yet would 
use the power of great acting in dose-up. 
I've deliberately tried to slow television 
down, but to make it compelling.” 

To that extent, it genuinely is old-fash- 
ioned. “Radically, 1 hope," asserts Poliakoff. 
That’s a hardly surprising word for some- 
one whose work has been political with 
small “p" since his first play back in 1971 
when he was just 19. He’s always regard- 


ed his writing as political but not as in ag- 
itprop or even as part of the Seventies wave 
of writers who believed Britain was tee- 
tering m the brink d revolutionary diange. 

*Tve tried not to write within conven- 
tions <h- genres and to be provocative about 
showing the nature of whatever world in 
a different way,” he says. “That, I think, is 
a political act” 

His early plays, Hhe Hitting TbumorCity 
Sugar, dwelt in an urban world of neon and 
concrete populated by disaffected youth. 
He gradually moved farther afield, winning 
a huge audience for Caught on a Train, a 
gripping, one-off BBC drama about a man 
who travels to Vienna accidentally, ac- 


companied tyan elderiy terrifyingly aus- 
tere Viennese woman memorably played 
by Peggy Ashcroft Then, in 1964, he wrote 
Breaking the Silence, based on his grand- 
father; an inventor who dressed as if for the 
opera and travelled on his own train. AD 
this zn Leninist Russia. 

His most famous work, however; is his 
1991 film, which has been something of a 
calling card ever since. Close My Eyes was 
about an incestuous relationship between 
brother and sister Clive Owen and Sask- 
ia Reeves during the last gasp of Eighties 
greed. It was set in Docklands and the be- 
wi tchiiigly beautiful Home Counties. That 
sense of place, the physical and political 
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n upbringing was only Jew-wh- Bed 
en sent to an extremely Anglican Sur- 
Y prep school where he was the oriyJew 
(nSundays we all had to turn to face the 

ar and say the Creed and everyoMWWln 

ik at me because I didn't know what to 
y It was a powerful reminder of being 
parate. I always felt slightly apart" Drs- 
[ f itin p hut, no bad thing for a writer and 
id a powerful effect “I was there for 
years and was pretty unhappy. It gave 
a terror of authority.” . 

■hat, too, continually resurfaces m bis 
ing, the tension between being 
aectad to and separate from institu- 
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&, 1 Write about tear quite a «*■ 

canes together in Talk cf the City, his 
Mmnt rsc hit flhnut to trans- 


in Europe. 

Period plays are, of course, as much 
about the time they are written in as the 
era in which they're set “As we’re about 
to burst into a realm of thousands of 
channels , now seemed the right time to do 
it" In 1937 the BBC had only one channel, 
which was even broadcast across Ameri- 
ca - “Imagine Casualty being beamed 
across the whole of the United Stales! " he 
giggles, gleefully- but it was experiencing 
a similar reign of management terror and 
control as the current corporation. 

Tm very interested in the power some 
people have over others. We’re living in a 
very controlling world and all sorts of peer 
pie no longer know what’s going on. In 
Shooting the Past, someone comes in 
from the outside world, bashes through the 
door and says, ‘You've got to come under 
this discipline’. That has to be resisted.” 
He concedes that it’s difficult to see where 
that resistance is going to come from. “But 
then, nothing ever runs in straight lines," 
he remarks, confidently. “Something is 
going to happen” 


‘ Shooting the Past* starts on Sunday on 
BBC 2; ‘Talk of the City’ is at the Tfoung 
Vic from 3 Feb < 0171-9286363 ); die scripts 
are published by Methuen 


THE BOOKS INTERVIEW 



More fun and fewer 
nuns - Michele Roberts 
on food, sex and God 
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Sometimes, 

art 

is an act of 


survival 



Who says the young aren’t Romantic? 


WHAT HAVE Jonathan Coffey, 
Naomi Haziett, Jonathan 
Deakin, Kate Andrews, Ben 
Morrow, Kate Milne and Heidi 
Sutcliffe in common? 

Well, precision, intelligence, 
talent commitment for a start 
Fbr these are all members of 
the magnificent National Youth 
Orchestra, star turn of last 
year’s Proms, which has just 
got 1999 off to a bumper start 
with concerts in Symphony 
Hall, Birmingham and Man- 
chester’s Bridgewater Halt 
where they played last night 

This was a programme that 
might have warmed the cock- 
les of Sir Simon Rattle, himself 


a percussive former member of 
the orchestra: Wagner's “Pre- 
lude” and “Liebestod” from 
Tristan Debussy's La Mer, 
Strauss’s “Death and Trans- 
figuration”, and (with dose re- 
peated to rapturous waves of 
applause you could feel heav- 
ing, Wembley-like, round Sym- 
phony Hall), Ravel's “La Wise” 
- the apotheosis of not just the 
Viennese Waltz, but of almost 
everything. 

So much impresses about 
this 150-strong mass of fledg- 
ling virtuosi - some of whom 
may well, in time, form the core 
of our principal orchestras. 
First, as conductor Yan Pascal 


CLASSICAL 

NATIONAL YOUTH 
ORCHESTRA/TORTELIER 
SYMPHONY HALL 
BIRMINGHAM 

Tortelier pointed out, these 
gifted youngsters have a mere 
nine days to amass a pro- 
gramme making phenomenal 
demands on musical precision. 
The thoroughness of their 
preparation, and their practical 
and instinctive grasp of giant- 
scale late Romantic scores 
(they take Mahler in their 
stride), is breathtaking. 

Rirthermore, they reveal a 


dynamic grasp not just of mi- 
croscopic finer detail but in a 
macrocosm too, mastering 
massive structures that could, 
otherwise handled, be dimin- 
ished to thin rhetoric 
Lovingly nursed by Ibrtdta; 
these cheerful prodigies en- 
compass Wagner's taxing, long 
flowing epic lines like fully- 
fledged professionals; likewise 
in the Debussy, with its endless 
surge and ebb and flow high- 
li ghtin g individual sections - 
trumpets (marvellously lucid), 
full brass chorus (top-notch), 
the gorgeously intoned, soaring 
solo violin of leader Jonathan 
Coffey or the seabird cavorting 


above the foam of flute, picco- 
lo. clarinet - there was much 
that shone. The opening bars, 
with their whisper of four beau- 
tifully focused harpists, the ini- 
tial leaf-like rustle of strings, 
and the first hint of trumpets, 
was as magical as the finale 
was deafening; while from the 
exquisite opening of the 
Strauss on second violin and 
violas - a vast harmonised sea 
of strings heaving dead to- 
gether (the later scudding fast 
passages in first and second 
violins were equally finely 
co-ordinated) - you might 
think we had a budding LSO on 
our hands. 


Just here and there inexpe- 
rience showed - a slight lan- 
guidity in the lull wind chorus, 
some string over-relentless- 
ness prior to the bewitching 
close of the Strauss. But any 
temptation in rehearsal to rush 
the “La Valse” was tri- 
umphantly resisted in perfor- 
mance. From a dense score 
sprung a wealth of instrumen- 
tal clarity flow-rocking bas- 
soons, horns, bass clarinet, 
trumpets 1+2, eight-strong 
varied percussion) and a joyous 
nonchalance. Nobody fluffed. 
And no-one was late at the 
dance’s dazzling demise. 

Roderic Dunnett 


The rhythm and 
blue flame 


CLIVE POWELL has been 
Georgie Fame since 1939, 
when the promoter Lany 
Pames wanted someone to 
play keyboards in Billy Eluy’s 
band, and to take the heat off 
him a little in the daft name de- 
partment It worked, but just 
for two years. Flame left with 
Eluy’s band, the Blue Flames, 
and took up residency at the 
equally unlikely sounding 
Flamingo Club in Soho, launch- 
ing a career that has swerved 
effortlessly in and out of R&B, 
pop, novelty tunes and big 
band jazz ever since. In some 
ways. Lancashire-born Fame 
and Geordie Alan Price paved 
the way for the Northern Soul 
movement a northern accent 
somehow seems more in tune 
trith the loose delivery of 
African American blues and 
suing artists. Fame does it so 
well that the American singer/ 
pianist Mose Allison looked 
to the British artist for inspir- 
ation when it came to making 
R&B records. 

Fame’s band work has a lot 
going for it He’s powerful and 
surefooted enough to be com- 
fortable in front of an 18-piece 


Jazz 

GEORGIE FAME 
QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL 
LONDON 

band. His measured delivery 
squeezes the emotion out of a 
standard in a way that must 
make the likes of Bacharach, 
Donovan and Lennon and Mc- 
Cartney proud. Vbu’d want him 
to sing your song. 

Hie band did a couple of 
tunes by themselves before 
Fame made an authentically 
showbiz entrance, finger- 
clicking and air-punching to 
his first great hit “Yeh Yeh". 
Gershwin’s “ButNot For Me”, 
complete with an ingenious 
arrangement by the director 
Steve Gray and a skilful lyri- 
cdsed version of a lovely old 
Chet Baker trumpet solo, was 
a masterpiece. Bight tunes in. 
he satat the Hammond organ, 
briefly tmninga homage to the 
Bull's Head Jazz Club into a 
Jimmy Smith-style soul jazz 
shuffle blues. 

But Fame spent almost 
every other moment paring in 
front of the orchestra. 


The cult composer Lalo 
Schifrin once remarked that 
he’d told his wife he wanted 
the BBC Big Band for his 
nest birthday. From the com- 
poser of the themes to Bullitt 
and Mission: Impossible, this 
was some endorsement But 
Mrs Schifrin's lack of gen- 
erosity was Georgie Fame’s 
gain. This long-running or- 
chestra's association with 
Radio 2 has done nothing to 
blunt its sharp edges. 

There’s something about 
the opening shock blast of a 
good jazz big band that makes 
the corners of your mouth 
curl Steve Gray looked as if he 
were trying to suppress a grin 
all nighL The BBC Big Band 
did it aE, from ballads to R&B 
and a rendition of Fame and 
Gray’s original “City life™ that 
almost defined swing. 

All in all it was a worthy 
commemoration of a 40-year 
career, and Georgie Fame 
proved he still has what 
people's dads call star quality. 
A version of this review 
appeared in Inter editions cf 
yesterday's paper. 

Linton Chiswick 
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Week in review 


Bv Fiona sturges 


EXCELLENT 


OVERVIEW 


THE FILM LmtE VOiC£ 



ENTfi 


This adaptation of Jim 
Cartwright's stage hit tells 
Che story oF an autistic girl 
whose silence is broken 
when singing along to Judy 
Garland records. 


The theatre critic Sheridan 
Morley revives Noel 
Coward's 1 966 play about a 
writer forced to confront 
his homosexuality when a 
young actress produces an 
Incriminating letter. 


Following up his 1998 
album In My Life and riding 
on the success of the 
chart-hugging single "Hard 
Knock Life”, the East Coast 
rapper Jay-Z returns with a 
third album. 


Following its immense suc- 
cess last year; French-Cana- 
dian circus troupe Cirque 
du Soldi bring Alegria to 
the Albert HalL Directed by 
Franco Dragone. 


if 


GOOD 


d 


jd 


POOR 


CRITICAL VIEW 


“Try as they might, the film-makers can't 
make Little Voice any less dowdy and 
cramped than it looked on srage. This is 
drama still smeared with greasepaint, and 
chock-full of exits and entrances that 
scream theatre matinee." remarked 
Anthony Quinn. "An oddly depressing 


“The ironies surrounding this current 
production are rather more interesting than 
the production itself, which lacks confidence 
and definition." reflected Paul Taylor. 
“Decidedly creaky," carped The Daily 
Telegraph, adding, "the dialogue... clearly 
meant to fizz like the pink champagne 
served in the play - has the stale quality of 


“The overwhelming impression left by raps 
like ’Ride or Die' is depressingly downbeat, a 
desultory rehearsing of the only narrative 
available to black American youth today, " 
opined Andy Gill. “Another rap album by a 
multi -platinum yank who means sod all over 
here... Who would've thought that the 
promised land was just a black BMW and a 


“One disappointment of Alegria is its 
po-facedncss." announced Steven Poole. 
"Ordinary actions are carried out in a 
bizarre, debased bailer style, and there is a 
lot of pointless running about with stiff 
arms by the large supporting cast." "I've 
tried to pick holes in Cirque du Soieil's 
shows in the past, but this time I give up." 


experience thac seems to respect neither 
its characters nor its audience." grumbled 
The Guordion. while The Big Issue deemed 
it "essentially a Showcase for the karaoke 
skills of Jane Horrocks". “A banal showbiz 
parable redeemed by fine performances." 
decreed the Daily Mail. 


the scuff you find at rhe bottom of glasses 
on the morning after..." The Stage said: 
"Morley fails to bring life to a piece which 
remains resolutely static from beginning to 
end " The Daily Mail noted: “The overall 
delivery is mostly too pleasant... One hopes 
the rest of the Coward year sets the pulse 
racing a little faster." 


mobile phone?" remonstrated Time Out. 
"Anyone expecting drowsy rap dripped over 
samples from Broadway musicals will be in 
for a rude shock. Here is a darker, more ag- 
gressive side to Jay-Z.“ countered The Big 
Issue, while the Sunday Mirror quipped "The 
album has more of the clever hip hop that 
makes us craz-y for Jay-Z." 


confessed the Evening Standard, adding 
“Resistance is useless: go along, be 
amazed, enjoy it." “The serenity is one of 
the most striking features of this marvel- 
lous show, the suggestion of effortless 
achievement arrived at with a grace that 
smites in the face of gravity." gushed The 
Daily Telegraph. 




DEADLY 


OUR VIEW 


Even with Horrocks's startling 
vocal capacity and good 
performances from the cast. 
Little Voice brims | 

with cliches and A 

proves better suited —^7 

to the stage. T J I 


ON VIEW 


Little Voice is on 
general release, 
certificate 15. 

97 minutes 


Hindered by lackadaisical 
performances from Conn 
Redgrave and Kiki Markham. 
Morley fails to infuse the play 
with suitable verve. 

An awkward start to 

Coward's centenary 
celebrations. t 


Yet another slice of hip-hop 
cliche. With song titles likes 
“Money. Cash. Hoes" and “Ride 
or Die" Jay-Z has failed to rise 
above the misogy- 
nist. gangsta-ob- yt 

sessed sentiments r ~* y 

of American rap. — { 


The humourless expressionism 
of the Cirque du Soleii 
will annoy devotees of da- 
fashioned circus slapstick, 
chough their spec- A 

tacular acrobatics 
cannot fail to f — 43 

impress. 1 [ 


Song at Twilight plays 
at the King's Head 
Theatre. London N1 
until 24 January. For 
bookings and enquiries 
call 0171-226 1916 


l/o/ 2... Hard Knock 
Life (Nor thwes tside) 
will be available from 
record shops on Mon- 
day 


Alegria is running at 
the Albert Hall until 
24 January. For book- 
ings and enquiries, 
call 0171-589 8212 


EXIT POLL 


THE PLAY 

Krapp's Last Tape 

ARTS THEATRE 
LONDON 

WILL REILUT 

24, management 
consultant London 
“I thought it was 
great - as tragic 
to watch as it was 
to read. It's 
deeply upsetting, 
deeply moving. I 
felt a little uncomfortable about 
some of the slapstick stuff at the 
start but I do feel Edward 
Pethcrbridge captured Krapp quite 
well. His reaction to the tapes were 
exactly how I would expect it to be. 
I found the whole experience quite 
moving and quite tragic." 

AMANDA 
CALVERT 

oD, translator. 

Moscow 
_ l have never 
seen it performed 
before; H's a very 
beautiful play. 

The words get the 
gist of life, very beautiful words. 
And beautifully performed. It's 
about the important things In life 
as you get older, such as memory 
and lave. I loved the play straight 
away.” 

CHRIS 
McCULUT 

41. lecturer. 

Man chi-iter 
"It has wonderful 
structure and it's 
beautifully 
crafted. What I 
find so significant 
about this 
production is how Petherbridge 
gauges the weight of silence, which 
is probably one of the hardest 
things to achieve on stage. And it 
was perfect. The silences in the text 
are really part of the dialogue that 
Krapp is having with himself and 
partly his dialogue with the 
audience - it's very difficult to pull 
off. 1 really enjoyed it. This is up 
there with the very best" 


The higher the platforms, the harder the fall 


EDWARD H's steep decline from 
glittering sybaritic sodomite to the 
poor. bare, forked animal who meets 
his grisly end in the sewers of the 
Tower of London has never been 
charted more graphically than in this 
exhilarating Cherub Company 
production, which tackles the Brecht 
adaptation of Marlowe. 

Clad in a gold puffoall skirt and 
precipitous platform heels, Mariano 
Caligaris's monarch begins as the 
Iasi word in painted outre trails 
vest ism. dancing crotch to crotch 


with Christopher Gunning's Gave- 
ston, a lean, insolently edible bit of 
rough who emerges here as a 
prototype of Orton’s Mr Sloane. 
Vainly quavering a liturgical song as 
buckets of filth are chucked over him 
from on high. Caligaris's king ends 
as a stark naked, shivering mite 
who laps himself vulnerable to the 
erotic nursing of his murderer. 

Brecht's adaptation is a system- 
atic denial that there was any seam- 
less tragic inevitability to this 19-year 
process. History is created by spe- 


THEATRE 

THE LIFE OF EDWARD II 
OF ENGLAND 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS 
LONDON 

cific, often petty and unrecorded 
choices, as he illustrates in the play 
where it is claimed that the Trojan 
war, fought over a whore, erupted in 
an alehouse on the waterfront where 
a Greek bloodied a man's nose and 
pretended he was doing it for Helen. 


Because of that. Hector died in the 
blood of his genitals and the world 
was consoled with the IlicuL 
This clinical and ironic angle on 
history as a manufactured business, 
full of botched shots and missed 
alternatives, is mordantiy commun- 
icated here. The production 
presents the play as a sort of 
Expressionist fairground attraction, 
replete with whirly platform stage, 
sardonically incongruous dance- 
band tunes, and a chorus of frock- 
coated bourgeois barons who could 


have stepped from the canvases of 
Dix or Grosz and are supplemented 
by puppets of themselves. Per- 
formed with hard-edged flair and 
fluency, it is a show that collapses the 
division between backstage and on- 
stage. Instead of Bnechtian captions, 
cast members race to the front to 
deliver droll historical time-checks 
to the implacable beat of a drum. 

It’s a staging that succeeds in 
offering colliding perspectives on 
Edward - a character who achieves 
belated humanity even as his per- 


sistent refusal to abdicate (a switch 
from the Marlowe) plunges England 
into a prolonged political crisis and 
the threat of foreign invasioa On the 
equivocations of power, the pro- 
duction is, throughout, very witty. For 
example, the mitre of the Bishop of 
Winchester is bifurcated and folds 
over itself, like a rabbit's ears cocked 
to pick up sounds from opposite 
directions. This bet-hedging head- 
gear is fitting for a cleric who 
claims that the Church is always on 
the side of God and that God is al- 


ways, well on the side of the winner. 

1 last saw this play in an extra- 
ordinary' bilingual event in Paris 
where English and French actors 
performed, in turn, a drastically edit- 
ed version, like some highbrow Jeiur 
Sans Frontienes. It is good now to ex- 
perience a fuller account in a show 
which makes a case that this finan- 
cially threatened company deserves 
funding to secure its survival. 

Paul Taylor 

7b 17 Jan. Booking: 0181-741 2253 
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Poetry’ s not dead 
yet. But is it alive? 


Cornwall or bust 


ON NEW Year's Day, the poet 
Robbie McCauley asked an 
■Audience of hundreds in an 
East Village church to shout out 
the names of white people. 
Taylor Mead, the former Andy 
Warhol superstar, shouted 
back: -Barry White!” This was 
no Baptist revival meeting gone 
awry but the 25th anniversary 
of the all-day reading at St 
Mark’s Poetry’ Project. An 
audience of 800. the largest 
since the Seventies, jammed 
into the church to catch 10 
hours of poets - and a generous 
helping of celebrities cum poet 
wannabes such as Patti Smith, 
Eric Bogosian and Jim Carroll. 
It was like a roots conscious- 
ness group for New York's most 
brooding celebs. 

There were the annual 
poetry fest’s staples - down 
with sexual McCarthyism. up 
with the Whitmanesque yawp. 
. There were the Steinians, the 
■ Giosbergians, the Untouch- 
ables. the poetry graduates 
reading prettily bland stanzas. 

One young experimentalist 
was complimented by two florid 
nymphet ravers named Mag- 
nolia and Ginger. Another 
gazed wistfully at what she 
called “impressive packages" of 
the male rock'n’roll poets. 

The best thing about this 
event is that it shows that New 
York poetry, with its 350 
monthly readings, isn't dead - 
though that’s not to say it’s to- 
tally alive, either 


THERE WERE several occa- 
sions during David Meilor’s 
conversation with Chris Eu- 
bank when the pair of them 
must have felt like throwing in 
the towel. They got together 
last Sunday to have a cosy fire- 
side chat about operas and 
symphonies, only to find them- 
selves being constantly inter- 
rupted by hordes of boxing 
commentators. Across the 
.f Threshold (Classic was 
billed as the fighter's intro- 
duction to classical music, and 
at two hours duration the pro- 
gramme promised to be more 
than just a lightweight con- 
tesL The formula was simple: 
Mellor began with the music 
that started it all for him, then 


NEW YORK 
Diary 



alissa Quart 

The only New York art form 
pronounced dead as often as 
poetry is painting. For a while, 
gallery owners and critics have 
argued that painting is making 
a comeback, as young painters 
in Brooklyn explore neo-geo 
patterns and swirls. This week, 
the gossipy New York magazine 
carried an article strewn with 
photos of gleaming-faced 29- 
year-old painters in front of 
their colourful canvases. 

Damian Loeb is one of those 
painters - a draftsman now in 
the big league. At his opening 
on Thursday, uptown at Mary 
Boone, Loeb, wearing a 
policeman's jacket, stood in 
front of his large photo-realist- 
Iike paintings of largely appro- 
priated images. There were 
Ku Khxx Klansmen and the 
bloody corpse of a half-naked 
woman on a subway platform 
with men in Santa Claus 
costumes reading tabloids. His 


listened to a favourite of Eu- 
bank’s followed by something 
he thought his guest should get 
into. And so on. It was a nice 
idea and both parties seemed 
happy to listen to what the 
other had to offer Only trouble 
was, every time either of them 
passeda critical remark, the ex- 
cited voice of a ringside re- 
porter would cut in with a 
comment of his own. This was 
most distracting. 

“Did that do anything for 
you?” asked Mellon after play- 
ing a piece by Johann Strauss 
•‘No, "replied Chris Eubank. “A 
very good countering right up- 
percut!” bellowed the pundit 

These interruptions hap- 
pened time and time again, as 


paintings were on sale for 
$15,000. Amid the younger men 
in Pradaish attire was an older 
man in a hounds tooth jacket, 
one of Loeb’s collectors. 

He told me that today's art 
market was “a collector's par- 
adise". “There’s so much going 
on in Damian’s pictures," the 
collector said proudly referring 
perhaps to the painting of bub- 
ble-headed LA teenagers in a 
can with men in fatigues gun- 
ning people down behind them. 

Loeb and the other new New 
York painters have been touted 
as a fresh breed, a firm depar- 
ture from the decadent Eight- 
ies painters, modest, even 
idiosyncratic, with Loeb's work 
some of the flashiest of the lot. 
No monumentalist canvases 
or monumental prices. 

“Painting certainly is alive. 
I don't foresee it dying any 
time soon," says David FrankeL 
a critic for Artforum. He adds 
that the public pronouncement 
of painting's new life is “com- 
mercial as well as intellectual 
For a moment it became 
important to say that painting 
was dead. That became a prob- 
lem far people trying to sell art". 

One of the best things about 
poetry is no one says it's alive 
to fatten their pocket books. 
Fbrty years ago, the poet and 
critic Frank O'Hara wrote a line 
that could describe the rush to 
birth and death certificates in 
art “Naming things is only the 
intention to make things.” 


THE WEEK 
IN RADIO 



Magnus mills 

though the two men were beat- 
ing the living daylights out of 
each other; rather than taking 
part in a civilised discussioa 
Not that Eubank was help- 


Theatre 


FREEBIRD 

NEW VIC STUDIO 
BRISTOL OLD VIC 


THE BRITISH road novel and 
movie have always suffered 
from an inferiority complex 
with respect to their beefy 
American cousins. Partly this 
is due to (he nature of our 
roads-i87milesofMl is hard- 
ly in the same league as the 
sweeping 2,000 mile grandeur 
of Route 66. and the persis- 
tence of roadworks on the M5 
means that one is unlikely to 
enjoy that windswept “nothing 
between us and the horizon" 
feeling of Thelma and Louise. 

But primarily it is a problem 
of association. It is hard to find 
the sense of dislocation and 
rural otherness so useful to 
American authors within the 
narrow confines of this 
scepter'd isle. There are few 
bar^o -playing inbreds in Bas- 
ingstoke - although perhaps 
not as few as one would like. 

Nevertheless, Dorset writer 
Jon Ivay has made a valiant 
stab at the genre with his new 
play FYeebird. It centres on a 
trip by three motorcycle couri- 
ers, the epitome of late 
Nineties urbanism, to darkest 
Cornwall in search ofa remote 
cannabis farm. What starts 

out as a relaxed weekend in the 
country gradually transforms 
itself into a bad trip, in every 
sense of the term With its sad- 
dlebags packed full of humour 
and pathos, this is a very 
British Easy Rider. 



On the road to nowhere: William Ely and John 
Berlyn in ‘Free bird' Oliver Pratt 


Ivay and director Ian Hast- 
ings have overcome one obvi- 
ous handicap in the devel- 
opment of the road play name- 
ly the fact that a stage is a sta- 
tionary environment. The 
economical set is dominated by 
three motorcycles facing the 
audience, and the use of icon- 
ic back projection, sound and 
lighting succeeds in creating a 
genuine sense of motion. 

The first act is an enter- 
taining collection of on-the- 
road snapshots which explore 
the world of the biker, the 
small-time criminal and the 
druggy with dry wit. William 
Ely's lyg, who at first glance 
is an “all mouth and trousers” 
biker, reveals himself to be a 
far less secure and more love- 
able character. John Beriyne's 
performance manages to lift 
permanently stoned drug con- 
noisseur Grouch out of the 
mire of the dopebead cliche. 
Grouch may be a caricature, 
but be is a multidimensioiial 


ing matters much. Very little 
seemed to impress him, and 
even after an aria from Jussi 
Bjoerling he dared to say. "I’ve 
heard better.'’ An instant later 
the roving sportscaster threw 
in his penn’orth: “He's very dan- 
gerous with his back to the 
ropes like that!" 

After the news break the 
continuity announcer joined in 
the boxing theme, describing 
Mellor as “going into the ring" 
with Eubank This was getting 
serious. DM was stunned into 
silence as his opponent sub- 
jected him to a dreary poem 
about the souL Manfully he 
came bade with Brahms’ Third 
Symphony ordering Eubank 
to listen to it once a week for the 


next three months. The bout 
was declared a draw. 

m tell you what though, 
pop-pickers, there's a lot of 
this classical stuff about Over 
on Radio 2, Alan Freeman was 
returning with a new series of 
Their Greatest Bits, the Tues- 
day night session in which he 
plays as many prime cuts as 
possible. If you're going to try 

to popularise toe classics, then 

Fluff is definitely toe best man 
for the job. 

“Greetings, music lovers,” 
he began, before giving us 
some momentous chunks of 
Verdi Chopin, Haydn and 
Beethoven interspersed with 
orchestral jingles, assorted fan- 
fares and potted librettos. What 


one who is touching and funny 
rather than just gratingly mo- 
notonous. Together with Fred, 
played by Ivay himself, they 
stumble into the countryside 
weighted down by all the dty- 
dweOer's prejudices about this 
strange rural world. 

Unfortunately, the second 
act fails to live up to the 
promise of the first, as the 
characters slip into a mush- 
room-induced haze and the 
play slithers to a hallucino- 
genic ending. The plot - shaky 
from the start - finally unrav- 
els completely with William 
Burroughs replacing Alan Ay- 
ckbourn at the scriptwriting 
controls. This is a shame, since 
Ivay has a keen talent for re- 
alistic dialogue and charac- 
terisation. However, the 
unsatisfying final half-hour 
should not be allowed to over- 
shadow a pleasant evening of 
humour recreational drug use 
and loud rock music. 

Toby O'Connor morse 


we didn’t get was a run down 
of the Top 20, Freeman’s spe- 
ciality Nonetheless, consolation 
was at hand in the shape of 
Mozart’s Symphony No 40 in G 
minor. As the veteran DJ 
pointed out, not only was this 
a hit in the late 18th centioy but 
it also got to Number 5 in the 
Pop Charts in April 1971. Wbw! 
And to avoid an outbreak of do- 
mestic disputes, he played a 
snippet of the “other version" 
which charted the same month, 
known simply as “Mozart 40”. 

“Alright?" he asked, in time- 
honoured fashion. Yes thanks. 

By the way in tomorrow's 
edition of Across the Threshold. 
David Mellor faces Ronnie 
Corbett. The big bull}'. 


arts Diary 

David Lister 


FIGMENT FILMS, the 
company behind 
Trainspotting, has invited 
would-be scriptwriters to 
pitch to them via their 
website. But Andrew 
Macdonald (below), head 
of Figment, says the 
quality of ideas pitched so 
far has been disappointing. 
Most have either been 
inner city drug-addict 
stories or highland 
historical epics. “The 
strangest one," he tells 
Premiere magazine, “was 
about a little boy who 
blows up the moon, 
throwing the menstrual 
cycle of every woman in 
the world off kilter." It 
sounds a great movie to 
me. Spielberg could direct 
this global explosion of 
PMT; the leading ladies of 
Hollywood and Britain 
would have the acting 
challenges of their careers. 
Chemists could cash in on 
the merchandising. Go for 
it, Andrew. 


IN RESIGNING as director 
of the Edinburgh FtestivaJ 
Fringe this week Hilary 
Strong has caused a little 
mischief, as any holder of 
that post should. She told 
me she was quitting 
because, with the advent 
of a Scottish parliament 
the person running a key 
Edinburgh cultural 
institution should be 
Scottish. “I'm English and 
it’s time to go back where 
I belong," she says. I 
suspect she won’t be 
getting any thanks for that 
statement from Brian 
McMastec 
director of toe 
Edinburgh 
International 
Festival Timothy 
Clifford, director 
of the National 
Galleries of . 
Scotland, or 

Mark Jones, \0 

director of the 
National : ;>- 

Museums of 
Scotland. None of 
them is Scottish; 
and the last / :+ .. 

thing they want __ \ \ 
is a debate on 
Scotland’s «. 

cultural leaders, ?! 

To her credit 


m 


:+i ***■ 


Hilary Strong has 
accomplished one small 
victory' for common sense. 
This year for the first time 
a daily diary published at 
the festival will 
incorporate main festival 
and fringe events. But. 
despite Ms Strong's 
urgings. you will still not 
be able to buy tickets for 
main festival and fringe 
events at a common box 
office. For people arriving 
in Edinburgh this is just 
nonsense. The main 
festival may be territorial 
about its product, but the 
punters in Edinburgh in 
August just enjoy seeing 
shows. Very often they 
don't know and don’t care 
to which particular festival 
the shows belong 


THE NEW Year Honours 
List again found no place 
for Vanessa Redgrave. It's 
not just that her career 
over 40 years should have 
made her a dame by now; 
it's also that last year she 
was responsible, though 
insufficiently credited, for 
wresting Tennessee 
Williams's first play from 
the Williams estate and 
bringing it to the National 
for its world premiere. 
Surely it couldn’t be that 
the Blair government is 
wary of honouring a 
brilliant actress who 
happens to have had ultra- 
left affiliations? 


“APART FROM that, what 
did you think of the show?” 
part 3: At the new Sadler's 
Wells up in toe second 
circle they are having 
alarming premonitions, it 
seems. Geoffrey Walker of 
London writes in to 
say: “A single 
staircase 

I’i'.f. particularly of 
these dimensions 


* wviuuuy ui 

agg,.?! these dimensions 
\ is insufficient 
to move an 
[Mu audience in 
Sp^ acceptable 
M time. I have heard 
many patrons 
remark that they 
iu hope there won’t be 
grjpl a fire, as they 
: /.r shuffle for up to 15 
'i-;;'; minutes to 
get out" 
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How to lose the abbey habit 


COVER 

STORIES 


In fiction, as in life, Michele Roberts wants more fun - and fewer nuns. By Christina Patterson 



T he first surprise is that 
Michfele Roberts has swapped 
her house in Holloway, fall of 
colourful clutter and a sense 
of benign decay, fora compact 
City pied-a-terre in a gleam- 
ing modem blocks stone’s throw from the 
Bank of England. Even the lilies in the vase 
match the white walls and cream furniture. 
We drink white wine, too, but Roberts is 
quick to point out the red wine stains on 
the carpet from a recent party. Hedonism 
has not yet been expunged from the life of 
this writer whose main concerns, ex- 
pressed in the title of her collected essays, 
are "Flood, Sex and God". 

Food is still a central pleasure and a 
theme of almost pornographic sen sua l ity 
in her work: but she's slimmer than when 
I last saw hen These days, she keeps an eye 
on her weight and swims every day. 
Michele Roberts is nearly 50, and she is 
glowing. Suspicious of new technology, 
she has finally swapped her Olivetti, with 
its bouncy keys "like little finger-tip tram- 
polines" for a word-processor (“I always 
want to call it a food-processor!") and found 
that her almost superstitious fear of losing 
the writing ritual evaporated. u It was like 
a new seduction, 1 ' she laughs, “a better ma- 
chine, a better loves better technique...’' 

The move to minimalism has more than 
a little to do with the fact that her stepsons 
are now old enough to flee the nest If 
Roberts has chucked out her chintz and 
most of her books and furniture, it is only 
as Ear as her house in Normandy where she 
spends “about 60 per cent” of her time and 
does most of her writing. It is, however; dif- 
ficult to resist a feeling that there has been 
some serious streamlining and radical 
change, particularly in the light of the 
biggest surprise of alL Her new novel, Fair 
Exchange (tittle. Brawn, £15.99;, set at the 
time of the French Revolution, is a rofficfemg 
good read with not a nun in sight 

Michele Roberts without Catholicism 
would, one imagines, be a little like Woody 
Allen without neurosis. Since her first 
novel. A Piece of the Night, in 1978, she has 
explored the world of catechisms and con- 
vents, visions and Virgins, sex and sin, with 
lush detail and passionate intensity. Her 
female characters exhib it a lust for life that 
they find impossible to square with their 
Catholic roots, a tension that has led to wild 
flights of surrealism. This culminated in her 
previous novel. Impossible Saints, a 
subversively playful collection of fables, 
bursting with madonnas and whores, dis- 
memberment and incest 
Fair Exchange seems an infinitely 
calmer affair. Sptit like Roberts, between 
London and Normandy, it tells the tale of 
two young women, one French, the other 
a pupil of Mary Wollstonecraft, who discover 
love, motherhood and independence 
against a background of revolution. Both 
grapple with the scandal of extra-marital 
pregnancy, a dawning feminist conscious- 
ness and, as in all good page-turners, a 
secret There’s still a sense of play, with 
shades of Jane Eyre and Angela Carter; but 
it all feels very much less self-consciously 
clever than her recent work. Calvino and 
Kristeva seem to have receded and the 
Marquis de Sade replaced, dare I say it by 
Georgette Heyer. Is tins fair? 

“Yes, I think in a playful way I wanted 
to come out and say I’ve read a lot of her 
stuff and I really have loved it... I think it’s 
going to appeal to people who like stories, 
who aren’t frightened fay romance as a form 


Ph& Meech 



SENSIBLE VOICES have £Ojwi 
that in relation to Nick Hornby’s 
. , Mm advance 




for world rights to twu 
probably quite a bargain. Neither 
was his move to Penguin born 
out of avarice. Goflancz has 
changed much since fie signed 
up with Fever Pitch, but nothing 
was more significant than the 
death of Liz Knights, theejtor 
who nurtured his talent With 
Gollancz recently acquired by 
Orion, he would seem to have 
made the break at the right time. 
And had Hornby done an Anus, 
hawking himself around every 

publisher in town, he could ^ 

surely have made twice as much. 





NEITHER DOES greed explain 
Sue Townsend’s move to 
penguin. Loyalty does, for the 
creator of Adrian Mole has '■ 
rqoined her editor; Louise 
Moore, who defected from 
Methuen when the company' was 
acquired by Random House. 
Townsend was less than happy 
with the way that her last novel. 
Ghost Children, was published, 
and her decision to quit Methuen 
will cost her dear she will have 
to repay her advance. Just as the 
young Mole was highly critical of 
Thatches so 30-year-old Adrian 
will be equally critical of Blair in 
The Cappuccino Years, due this 
autumn Just as well, them that 
Townsend has left Random 
House; its chief executive, Gail 
Rebuck, is one of Tony's cronies. 


Michele Roberts, a biography 


Michele Roberts was born in 1949 to a French 
mother and an En glish father and brought up in 
Edgware. Alter a convent- school education, she 
read English at Oxford, where she became a 
founder member of the first women’s street- 
theatre group. During the Seventies, she was a 
pregnancy counsellor; a librarian, a hippie, a 


lesbian, a feminist activist and the poetry editor 
of Spare Rib. Her first novel, A Piece of the Night, 
was published to great acclaim in 1978, followed 
by The Visitation (1983) and The WHd Girl (1984), a 
controver s ial fictionalised account of the life of 
Mary Magdalen. She has published five other 
novels including Flesh and Blood (1994), which 


provoked comparisons with WooI£ Colette and 
Joyce, and Daughters of the House (1992), 
shortlisted for the Booker and winner of the WH 
Smith Literary Award. Her other publications 
include a collection of short stories, a book of 
essays (Food, Sex and God) and three collections 
of poetry. She is married to the artist Jim Latter. 


and who don't expect everything to be very 
clever and lofiy.” Certainly, there’s a new 
lightness of touch, a sense of maternal pres- 
ence to replace the familiar theme of ma- 
ternal absence -and a conspicuous lack of 
Catholic guilt “I felt that having written 
eight novels which scoured out my soul and 
my unconscious, it would be fun to write 
something a little more light-hearted. I 
killed off some old demons in Impossible 
Saints and solved something about Catholi- 
cism and why I’d found it so damaging". 

There is, she points out, an ex-convent 
a joke for her husband, Jim, who an- 
nounced firmly after the last book, “Mimi, 
I think you've done enough nuns”. Roberts 
has not however; thrown out the baby with 
the bath-water. She now believes that 
“God is immanent.. Hk* a shorthand for 
the connection between people and things 
and the world”. 

It’s something of a relief to hear that 
she’s “not into Goddess”, since the brand 
of feminism that surfaced in her earfywork 
is sometimes associated with the crude 
Jungian archetypes appropriated by New 
Age types in tie-<tye pantaloons. She is still 


intrigued and inspired by Jung, but thinks 
that he was “probably a randy old bugger 
who fucked all the women and then told 
them off for having an animus problem’!. 
Dreams, usually a central part of her writ- 
ing experience, featured less this time, and 
even the genesis of the novel was different 

In flie past, her novels have started as 
a haunting image, but this one was the idea 
of her French publisher. “We were having 
lunch in Paris one day and he said ‘Hey I’ve 
got a novel for you to write’”. Roberts im- 
mediately knew that this period, of incipi- 
ent feminism and political radicalism, was 
her opportunity to “grapple with what we 
went through in the Seventies" - a novel 
she had wanted to write for five years. 

It all sounds considerably less angst- 
ridden than her previous work. “I think Fm 
in a happier; more contented state of 
being”. Domestic happiness (she and Jim 
have been together for 11 years), Catholic 
catharsis and literary acclaim seem to have 
created a calmer dimate in which she is 
free to explore the power of storytelling. 
She was, when she was small, the family 
storyteller; but it was an impulse she 


learnt to suppress as she adapted to “some- 
one else’s story, a story told by the Catholic 
Church”. “Now I feel I can sit on top of the 
story,” she announces. “It's like sitting on 
your mountain and thinking I nan walk 
around this mountain any way I want”. 

ffRoberts has learnt to de mystify fiction, 
writing poetry remains for her “almost like 
a religious experience” She has talked be- 
fore erf “the utterance of poetic language as 
a feminine pleasure recalling the baby’s 
blissful babble at the maternal breast”. How 
far does this relate to her own poetry? “I 
do feel that there’s something quite basic 
going on,” she agrees, “which is a need to 
speak from the unconscious”. She has 
published three collections of poetry but 
confesses that she is “in a real crisis" about 
it Her poems are, like her fiction, pas- 
sionate, exuberant and sensual, but they 
are not “what the people in power like... 
My poetry is not establishment poetry”. 

Perhaps not, but her status leans more 
towards the establishment than away from 
it these days. She has been shortlisted for 
the Bookei; won the WH Smith award, does 
regular tours for the British Council and 


is an occasional presenter for Radio 3. In 
the chic flat overlooking the Thames, the 
years of sleeping in coats in cold squats and 
living on peanut butter and carrots seem 
for away. Her anger has dissipated a little, 
her frustration softened fay “ordinary hap- 
piness”, but her passion remains as strong 
as even “I fed I wasted a lot of my precious 
youth and my thirties sorrowing and suf- 
fering,” she laments. “I love meeting new 
people, I love conversations. I love food, I 
love sex and I love wine. .. I've always been 
greedy for life, but I think I was so fraught 
about it I wasn’t always enjoying it”. 

Duality is a constant theme in the work 
of this writer; who is half-French, half- 
English, and a twin to boot It is a theme 
that she seems to be acting out in a po- 
larised double life. In London, she sips wine 
at literary parties and looks after the pub- 
lic side of her life as a writs: In France, she 
writes like a demon, cooks delirious meals, 
digs the garden and chats to the neighbours 
about vegetables, pigs and the weather 
“There’s a bit of me,” says sleek Michele 
Roberts on the elegant cream sofa, “that 
really likes walking about grunting”. 


BERTELSMANN, THE German 
media combine which now owns 
Random House, has embarked 
on an examination of its conduct 
during the Second World War. In 
a series of articles, historian 
Hersh Fischler alleges that, 
under the Third Reich, the 
company published more than a 
dozen books expressing pro-Nazi 
and anti-Semitic sentiments. 
Though Bertelsmann was shut 
fay the Nazis in 1943, Fischler 
contends this move had more to 
do with black-market sales than 
any political dissent Thomas 
Middelhoff the firm’s new chief 
executive, has appointed a panel 
to investigate allegations. He has 
promised that “no matter what 
we find, we will tell the public". 


CRIME FICTION’S two leading 
Ladies, P D James and Ruth 
Rend ell. have joined forces with 
W H Smith to raise money for 
Shelter. Until the end of the 
month, the retailer will donate £1 
every time a customer buys two 
books by one or both authors. On 
28 January, Lady James and 
Lady Rendeil perform a literary 
double act for a Shelter benefit 
at the London Planetarium. 
Tickets, price £10, are available 
from London branches of WHS. 


THE LITERATOR 


Recipes for repression in the well-ordered household 


Liz Jensen wishes that this buttoned-up, neatly-ironed queen of the quiet domestic trauma would learn to let her hair down once in a while 




The Love of 
a Good Woman 
by Alice Munro 

Chatto & Windus. £14.99, 3A0pp 


WHEN IT comes to evoking a sub- 
tle mood, a complex thought, or an 
emotional pulse-beat, Alice Munro 
is in a class of her own, and in this 
collection of closely-observed slices 
of domestic truth, her touch never 
falters. But it never alters, either: 
This is both a marvel and a disap- 
pointment It is as though Munro has 
precision-ironed a set of very simi- 
lar shirts. Admirable though this is, 
oae can't help wishing she’d left 
something crumpled. 

In many of the stories, Munro pre- 
sents time-lapse snapshots of 


women in relationships, families 
and proxy families, their decay 
charted across decades. Her clini- 
cal observation of this biodegrada- 
tion is both wise and acute. But the 
sharpness of the stories - and the 
characters who inhabit them - is 
blunted fay a creeping sameness. 

Thoughts of culpability and pow- 
eriessness evaporate and condense 
a gain in the nimth of her protago* 
nists, mostly women on the margins 
of action, like the young wife who 
takes a part-time job lookingafter an 
incapacitated oldman and ipams of 


his possible involvement in the dark 
past of a distant island- But the story 
deliberately suffocates the details of 
the ancient atrocity, and the truth 
ends up smoothed over by female 
collusion. The Law of Literary 
Understatement, which Munro is 
rightly revered for adhering to, 
decrees that less is always more. 
Here, though, it feels like less. 

The almost novella-length title 
story begins in a museum in the 
Canadian town of Walley. Alongside 
butter churns and horse-harnesses 
lies a box of instruments dredged 


from the watery grave ofMrWiDens, 
an optician whose car plunged into 
the Peregrine River in 195LThebox 
contains an ophthalmoscope - a 
relic which becomes a metaphor for 
the multi-lensed narrative of how the 
optician met his fate. Munro reveals 
the stay of his mysterious death first 
through the eyes of three boys who 
see bis hand apparently waving 

from his s inking ear; and than from 
the point of view of Enid, who nurs- 
es the dying, bitter wife of the man 
who may have killed him. You fear 
that Enid will fail to confront the pos- 


sible-probable murderer; and love 
him instead. But the idea is amor- 
phous, and one is left gasping for 
something solid. And thinking petu- 
lantly, after 70-odd pages, is that it? 

In “Before the Change", Munro 
comes the closest to finally having 
herselfabalL When a young woman 
assists her doctor father in per- 
forming an abortion, “out of the 
womb now came plops of wine jel|y, 
and blood, and somewhere in there 
foe foetus... a tiny plastic doll as neg- 
ligible as a fingernail”. Here the writ- 
ing suddenly buzzes with energy and 


comes alive, so that when the 
woman reveals her secret, there is 
true pathos, humour and surprise. 

like a set of marks traced into the 

sand of a beach. The Love of a Good 
Wom an contains a delicate ge nre of 
writing which leaves only a fain t. 
homoeopatMcally thin imprint of 
itself behind before vanishing. This 
is both the glory and the failure of 
this collection. You can see thatlife 
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is probably like this, but you’d rather 
it were not By the end, Munro ’sun- 
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derstated truths left me hungry 
and craving foe nourishment of lies. 
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Biting back 
at the 
Woolf pack 

* Virginia and her pals still bewitch writers 
of fact and fiction. Ray Monk points out 
the pitfalls of Bloomsbury biography 


G ranite and Rainbow is 
such a perfect. title for a life 
of Virginia Woolf that it is a 
wonder it has not been used 
by one or the previous 
dozen or so biographies. 
The phrase comes from her essay, “The 
New Biography", in which she expressed 
her scepticism about the whole genre. 
Quoting Sir Sidney Lee's remark that 
“the aim of biography is the truthful trans- 
mission of personality", she wrote: “No 
such single sentence could more neatly 
split up into two parts the whole problem 
of biography as it presents itself to us today. 
On the one hand there is truth; on the other 
there is personality. And if we think of truth 
- as something of granite-like solidity and of 

personality as something of rainbow-like 
intangibility and reflect that the aim of 
biography is to weld these two into one 
seamless whole, we shah admit that the 
problem is a stiff one and that we need not 
wonder if biographers have for the most 
part failed to solve it." 

In “The Art of Biography", Virginia Woolf 
criticised Lytton Strachey’s Elisabeth and 
Essex for attempting to solve this problem 
by combining fact and fiction. Lacking doc- 
umentary evidence for the “tragic history" 
he claimed to see lying, half-revealed and 
half-concealed in the available facts about 
Elizabeth I and the Earl of Essex, Strachey 
simply invented what he could not prove. 
1 This, Woolf insists, will not do, for fact and 
* fiction, the granite and the rainbow, “de- 
stroy each other". Strachey’s book is a fail- 
ure but “It was not Lytton Strachey who 
failed; it was the art of biography”. 

Biography, constrained by the granite- 
like world of observable fact, is not an art 
buta craft lb convey successfully the rain- 
bow-like world of personality, the intangi- 
ble nature of thoughts and feelings, one has 
to enjoy the artistic freedom of the novel- 
ist. That is why, paradoxical^; “fiction is 
likely to contain more truth than fact”. 

Very few novelists or biographers have 
thought about, or felt, the problem of 
biography more deeply than Virginia WfooK, 
The question “how does one understand 
and convey the inner life of another human 
being? " dominates her criticism, her nov- 
els and, arguably, her life. To understand 
her thinking abmit biography is, to a sur- 
prisingly large extent, to understand hen 
Hermione Lee saw this very dearly, 
which is why her recent biography of 
^ Woolf begins with a chapter discussing 
Woolfs views on the genre. Disappointingly, 
Mitchell Leaska’s book, despite its won- 
derfully apt title, does scant justice to the 
intensity and subtlety with which Woolf 
thought about the problem of biography. 
His book begins with a confused intro- 
duction, in which he woefully misuses 


Woolfs metaphor by insisting that his task 
as a biographer is to uncover the "granite 
behind the rainbow", the "real thing behind 
appearances". This is bad enough (for the 
whole point is that the rainbow, though in- 
tangible. is every bit as real as the gran- 
ite!, but it gets much worse when one 
realises that this is no mere momentary 
slip, but rather symptomatic of a general 
confusion on Leaska's part. 

The central weakness is that, whenev- 
er he attempts to summarise Virginia 
Woolf's thoughts about fact fiction and 
reality. Leaska comes hopelessly adrift He 
attributes to her an extreme form of sub- 
jective relativism, according to which, 
“something was only true. .. if you believed 
it". Woolf, he daims, believed that truth was 
“both relative and contingent upon the 
reader's subjective perception of the 
world”, and that each perception was dif- 
ferent, so that “reality was no longer pub- 
lic" but “private, personal, idiosyncratic, 
subjectively construed”. 

The odd thing is that time and time 
again. Leaska himself provides the evi- 
dence that Wbolf believed no such thing 
(she could hardly have objected to Stra- 
chey ’s mixing of fact and fiction if she did>. 
He summarises the plot of Woolfs short 
story, “The Unwritten Novel", in which the 
unnamed narrator, sitting opposite a 
woman on a train, begins to fantasise the 
life story of this woman. When the train 
reaches its destination, the woman alights 
to join her waiting son and the narrator’s 
guesswork is revealed to be wrong How- 
ever: Leaska does not appear to notice that, 
if Wbolf believed what he daims she be- 
lieved, she could not have written this story. 
Eton on his account, there would be no room 
for the notion of getting it wrong: thoughts 
and beliefs about reality would be indis- 
tinguishable from the facts and therefore 
not amenable to verification or falsification. 

The purpose of Wbolf’s metaphor of 
granite and rainbow was to highlight, not 
obliterate, the difference between the 
truth of fact and the truth of fiction. Leas- 
ka’s confusion on this point is not a minor 
flaw, but runs like a fault-line throughout 
his book, threatening to reduce it to inco- 
herence. It undermines, for instance, his 
many, otherwise enlightening parallels 
between the events in Woolf’s life and the 
inddents described in her novels. 

To describe the ways in which Wbolf 
drew on her memories of her mother; Julia, 
in creating Mrs Ramsay in lb the Light- 
house is to perform a useful service to 
scholarship; but to claim, as Leaska does, 
that in doing so he is revealing the gran- 
ite behind the rainbow, the “real thing be- 
hind appearances”, is to miss the point 

3b the Lighthouse is a novel, an artis- 
tic creation. If it expresses important 



Virginia Woolf and her father. Sir Leslie Stephen, in 1902 




Granite and Rainbow: the 
life of Virginia Wbolf 
by Mitchell Leaska 

Picador, £20. 5l3pp 


The Hours 

by Michael Cunningham 

Fourth Estate. 

£12.99. 230pp 


truths, this cannot be because it indudes 
facts about Julia Stephen. The biograph- 
er's obligation is to the facts; the novelist’s 
to the integrity of creation. These two are 
not related as appearance to reality. The 
rainbow is not the appearance of the 
granite; it is made of different stuff. 

Leaska’s crude confusions make his 
book easy prey to the fashionable, facile 
dismissal of biography. When people insist 
that the facts of a writer’s life cannot ex- 
plain the work, they are right Where they 
are wrong is in thinking that the task <rf the 
literary biographer is to explain a writer’s 
work. It is not' it is, rather; to understand 
the writer When a biographer makes the 
same mistake, he is in trouble. 

Leaska's misunderstandings of Vir- 
ginia Woolfs thinking and his reduction- 


ist view of biography impose severe limi- 
tations on his ability to understand Wbolf 
herself To that extent bis book suffers by 
comparison with the biographies of 
Quentin Bell and Hermione Lee, both of 
whom showed a far subtler grasp of Vir- 
ginia Woolfs intricate and fascinating 
personality. However; this is not to say that 
Leaska’s book is entirely without merit 
It is the product of immense scholarship, 
which Leaska builds into his narrative with 
an impressively light touch, frequently 
drawing the reader's attention not only to 
tihe finished texts of Wbolf S novels, but also 
to early drafts and alterations. Moreover, 
when he is not discussing metaphysics, 
Leaska writes extremely well, and the book 
is, for aH its limitations, an absorbing page- 
turner - particularly in its treatment of 


HiUton Getty 

Woolfs final breakdown and suicide, which 
is heartbreakingly moving 

He is also very good on her parents, who 
are portrayed more vividly than in any 
other book I know. Equally vivid is his 
account of Woolfs romantic relationship 
with Vita Sackville-WesL' though, charac- 
teristically, Leaska misses the fact that 
Orlando is not just about Vita. It is also, 
crucially, about the limits of biography. 

“If only subjects had more consideration 
for their biographers!" Woolf wrote in Or- 
lando. “What is more irritating than to see 
one’s subject, on whom one has lavished 
so much time and trouble, slipping out of 
one’s grasp altogether and indulging [in 
thought!. If the subject of one’s biography 
will neither love nor kill, but will only think 
and imagine, we may conclude that he or 
she is no better than a corpse and so leave 
her". This is precisely the problem a 
biographer of TOwlf has to face. So much 
of her life was spent thinking and imagin- 
ing that unless one has a very' rare insight 
into her mind, all the time spent in ascer- 
taining the facts of her family loves and so 
on will not prevent her from eluding one’s 
grasp. With his eye fixed on the granite, 
Leaska has missed the rainbow and, there- 
fore, most of what fa realty interesting about 
Woolf. The result is a “hidden” life in quite 
a different sense to the one intended. 

Ray Monk is the biographer of Ludwig 
Wittgenstein and Bertrand RusseU. 


Michael Arditti meets 
Mrs Dalloway in a 
novel of parallel lives 

ACCORDING TO the writer Gilbert Adair. 
"The Postmodernist Always Rings 
Twice". In my experience, this is a 
serious under-estimate. The 
postmodernist rings again and again - 
refusing to give up. even when the 
hapless reader is cowering behind an 
armchair. And here, with his hand 
pressed firmly to the bell is Michael 
Cunningham, delivering a copy of The 
Hours: yet another in the long line of 
novels about novelists; fictions infused 
with other fictions; art which imitates art 
Cunningham appropriates the 
original title - and much else besides - 
of Virginia Woolf's Mrs Dallcnray, as he 
interweaves an account of Woolf s work 
on the novel with tales of its after-life in 
1940s Los Angeles and 1990s New York. 
The first strand, in which he sticks 
closely to the versions of Woolfs writing 
and publishing familiar from the writer's 
own Diary and Richard Kennedy's A Boy 
At The Hogarth Press . is the most 
achieved. He convincingly captures 
Woolf's fragile sensitivity as she remains 
confined in Richmond under the benign 
wardershjp of Leonard. 

The second strand sees Mrs 
Dalloway published and exerting its 
grip on Laura Brown, a Los Angeles 
housewife who yearns to escape from 
domesticity. As she bakes a cake for her 
war-hero husband and prepares for the 
birth of their second child, her only 
escape lies in reading. The third strand 
centres on a lesbian publisher. Clarissa 
Vaughan, whose name and temperament 
have led her erstwhile lover and lifelong 
friend Richard to christen her Mrs 
Dalloway Clarissa is throwing a party to 
celebrate the now dying Richard's award 
of a major literary prize. 

Cunningham's last novel, flesh and 
Blood, was a sprawling family saga: The 
Hours is a tight-knit conceit The writing 
is elegant at times exquisite, offering 
striking images such as a man patting his 
pregnant wife's stomach “carefully but 
with a certain force, as if it were the shell 
of a soft-boiled egg". But the conscious 
emulation of Woolfs style reduces the 
expression of a unique sensibility to the 
level of accomplished pastiche. 

. The problem is that The Hours is a 
book about links rather than life. Woolf 
fans will have a field-day noting the 
correspondences between Clarissa 
Vaughan’s world and Clarissa 
Dalloway’s: both women spend their 
day planning parties; both are startled 
by the return of old friends; both have 
daughters in thrall to older women; both 
are affected by men who commit suicide. 
Yet, ultimately, this amounts to veiy little: 
it is the cleverness of crossword puzzles 
rather than the complexity of art 
Cunningham clearly intends his 
elaborate artifice to address the serious 
theme of the changing role of women - 
it is a far cry from Virginia's thwarted 
trip to London and guiltily incestuous 
kiss on Vanessa's lips to Clarissa's 
independent life with her partner; Sally. 
But this is constantly undermined by a 
structure which is saying that women's 
sensibilities are all the same. Moreover; 
the connections are largely arbitrary. 
Laura might just as well be reading 
Daniel Denmda as Mrs Dalloway, while 
Clarissa Vaughan appears to inhabit a 
universe in which nickname is fate. 

As a result of a friend's quip 30 years 
previously, she finds herself the 
contemporary embodiment of a Wbolf 
heroine. It is fortunate that Richard did 
not opt for another literary namesake. 
Clarissa Harlowe; given the novel’s 
logic, she would have ended up 
drugged, raped and shamed. 


When Nick met Bridget on the beach. . . 
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FUELLED BY the glad tidings of 
Nick Hornby’s two -million transfer 
deal, wannabe novelists win this 
week be sitting down all over Britain 
(or Brighton and Crouch End. at 
least), eager to make good all those 
resolutions about committing their 
inspiration to print Now, I speak 
from the receiving end of the 4,000- 
odd new works of fiction issued in 
Britain every year, and my best 
advice remains, as ever: Don’t do it 
If you must then try at least to 
shun the shopworn formulae that 
currently litter the trend-seeking 
brains of agents and publishers like 
so many yellowing cracker mottoes. 
In newspapers, faddish ideas turn 
into fish-wrap within the week (thank 
heavens). In books, they can hang 
around for years. So this is the kind 
of thing I especially want to avoid 
during 1999 (and. alas, far beyond): 


This Life Goes On (and on—) 

A hip, hot, yet curiously cool tale of 
neurotic middle-class house-sharers 
coming to terms with their sexual 
confusions. Law Society exams and 
that mouldy in the back of 

the fridge. Thrill to the flat, 
featureless dialogue of a book stuffed 
with randy but deadly dull trainee 
conveyancers just like its readers 
(and its author), who’d all rather be 
watching TV anyway. That’s life? 

The Fulham Broad Way 
In which the ditsy Junior Fhshion- 
Shoot Assistant at Frocks' magazine 
somehow resides in Mandelsonian 
splendour in SWfi. There she wavers 
between the charms of a coke-addled 
Soho film producer and a Hooray who 
owns a Wiltshire rectory stocked with 
damp labradors. Posh brand names, 
frilly underwear; designer drugs and 


A WEEK IN BOOKS 



BOYD TONKIN 

A few dead horses you may 
see flogged in bookshops soon 


that old Biological Clock, ticking all 
the way from Titanic to the Met Bar. 

Dad’s the Comedian 
Hornby-gauge Bloke grows up, sires 
a sprog or two, gets in touch with Ms 
feelings and mooches wryty around 


the DIY superstore of a Saturday 
afternoon in between serious talks 
with the Sensible Partner. Lots of 
stuff about old records, old girlfriends 
an d Facing Up to the Challenge of 
Baby Poo, preferably written by a 
half-forgotten stand-up with a hefty 
therapy bill whom some out-of- touch 
publisher imagines is stOl famous. 

Growing up Tropical 
Amid the oleanders, jacarandas, 
salamanders, etc, of the spoilt 
paradise of Tristan da Cunha, the 
serpent of adolescent sexuality traps 
our nubile young heroine in its coils. 
Nature throbs and oozes in sympathy 
as she falls fora slinky young rebel 
and so farings the cruel forces of 
masculine, imperial authority (PC 
Plodvana) crashing down on the 
doomed young couple. (Author 
registered with major model agency.) 


G rammar -school Hooligan 
A riot of Stanley knives. Doc Martens, 
Ben Shermans and two- tone sounds 
down at Scunthorpe United during 
the Winter of Discontent tor was it 
the Faiklands War?) Emetic boot-on- 
bone action joins acne-age angst and 
political allegory in this bleak tale of 
teen mayhem by a very nice boy who 
was doing his A- levels and Oxbridge 
entry at the time, actually. 

Countdown to Catastrophe 
Y2KI CIA! TWA! RIP! Jumbos fall 
from the sky! Mainframes shut down! 
Checkouts refuse your switchcard! 
Can our greying but still virile retired 
agent thwart the info-terrorists and 
stop Millennium meltdown? And can 
a sozzled old hack who has run right 
through his red undo cheque get 
Harrison Ford on board and carry on 
making those alimony payments? 


TRANSFER 

PjESYER. 

Kick Hornby 
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Paperbacks 

by Emma Hagestadt and Christopher Hirst 


cjppg-FN word 

CHRIStTnIhardyment 


Into Africa: a 
journey 
through the 
andent 
empires 
by Mark de 
Villlers and 
Sheila Hlrtle, 
Phoenix. 

£14.99.400pp 


IT SOUNDS a great idea. Veteran hack 
de Villiers takes a clockwise circuit of 
the ancient continent from Zanzibar to 
the Rift Valley, supported by historical 
background by Hfrtle. This ambitious 
project doesn’t come off, due to the 
domination of de VSliers’s reporting. 
Usually this is colourful and interesting, 
such as being pursued by vigilantes in 
Mozambique while riding pillion with a 
one-legged bicycle taxman, but, in his 
determination to extract copy from 
every encounter, de Villiers often ends 
up describing nothing in particular. 
Visiting a crowded bar in an Aids- 
ridden area of Zambia, he helpfully 
notes, “It was impossible to have a 
conversation. Not that I needed to 
know much.*' Still, a colourful primer 
for anyone planning an African jaunt 



The Final 
Passage 
by Caryl Phillips. 
Faber, £6.99. 
205pp 


LEAVING THE “life-supporting” blue 
skies and seas of the Caribbean 
behind, 19-year-old Leila, her husband 
Michael and baby son leave for 
England. But the mean streets and 
small-eyed inhab itants of their new 
country do nothing for Leila’s already 
“leaky” new marriage. Michael’s 
drinking gets worse, and Leila is left 
with only the health visitor for 
company. Alternating between England 
and the matriarchal world of St Kitt's, 
Phillip’s acclaimed first novel 
(originally published in 1985), shows 
him to be a shrewd observer of 
frustrated lives. He is an author who 
lays the blame as much at history’s 
door as on too many hours spent 
sleeping it off on the steps of the “Day 
to Dawn” bar. 



The Homicidal 
Earl: die life of 
Lord Cardigan 
by Saul David, 
Abacus. £10.99. 

527pp 


BETTER THAN Smon Schama, Said . 
David has re-cast history as addictive 
narrative. A perfect panto villain, Lord 
Cardigan is best known for destroying 
the lith Hussars. Ironically, the 
Charge of the Light Brigade 
temporarily restored the reputation of 
this frothing martinet whose career 
was all but sunk by a series of 
scandals, often unbelievably petty in 
nature. A national brouhaha ensued 
when he court-martiaDed an officer for 
drinking un-decanted wine at a dinner 
David insists Cardigan was no inbred 
idiot- after leaving the army, he 
became a respected parliamentarian - 
but his besetting sin was arrogance 
compounded by insecurity. This 
rfayyiing portrait of an unpalatable 
figure is not to be missed. 



Other People’s 
Children 
by Joanna 
Trollope, 
Black Swan. 
£6.99. 320pp 


IF YOU’VE yet to be convinced by 
Jo anna Trollope, her latest novel may 
well convert you. Not a welly-booted 
Home-Counties girl in sight, as this 

pagpw frrr ping f»Yflmir|g»s the 
impact of divorce and remarriage on 
two very different families. Eight-year- 
old Rufus is taken away from his dad 
and elegant town-house in Bath to 
start again in a middle-England 
terraced housing estate; meanwhile 
his new stepbrother and sisters leave 
suburban bliss for life in an isolated, 
bitterly cold cottage in the 
Herefordshire countryside. Trollope is 
wonderful at describing children 
under pressure, and the best scenes 
here recount the misery of waking up 
to an empty fridge and a mother who 
prefers atmosphere to central heating. 





Faking It the 
sen timen causa- 
tion of modem 
society 
edited by 
Digby Anderson 
and Peter 
Mullen. 
Penguin. £7.99. 
217pp 


IT IS unlikely that these 12 essays 
would have shot into the bestsellers 
were it not for a seven-page fragment 
on Princess Diana by Anthony OTIeaz; 
whose unarguable views about a 
moment of national hysteria (“Steeling 
was elevated above reason”) were 
fearrely condemned by Tany Blair 
Other contributions are equally 
bearing The Rev Peter Mullen’s 
opinion of contemparaiy religion 
(“cosy, patronising and babyish”) will 
have been confined by many 
Christmas sermons. Though acute, 
Mark Steyri’s dissection of American 
TV news is akin to shooting fish in a 
barrel, while Ian Robinson is on thin 
ice, citing the deeply cranky D H 
Lawrence as a bulwark against 
sentimentality. 



Shakespeare: his life and wor* 

^rS?nedi>yJU«0=n-:hand 

Timothy West 
CSA. 2hrs. £8.99 

SERIOUS SHAKESPEARE bufis 

will have got to grips with 

everything there is to know . al *^“ 
the man of the millennium by now 
but I found this combined 

-MSCKECr.. 

plenty of theories about it - and 
much lively contemporary 
comment This is woven into brief 
outlines of the plays, presented m 
chronological order, and illustrated 
by extracts read with great 
versatility by Judi Dench and 
Timothy West 




A Hard Time 
To Be a Father 
by Fay Weldon, 
Flamingo. 
£6.99. 262pp 


FAY WELDON gets more appealing 
with age. In her latest collection of 
short stories, therapists and geneticists 
are given all the best lines. These 
clinicians of female destiny seem both 
to fascinate and annoy Weldon. But 
whether dealing with procreation or 
termination, the author’s agenda is 
clear: mothers must die for children to 
move on; husbands must leave if wives 
are to prosper, and foetuses must take 
their chances where they can she’s 
humorous, too - particularly the 
stories “My Mother Said” (about the 
perils of maternal advice) and 
“Inspector Remorse" (the ethics of 
adultery). Weldon tackles life's more 
intractable dilemmas with gusto. 



Scorn, with 
Extra Bile 
edited by 
Matthew Parris, 
Penguin, 
£5.99. 320pp 


Scorn 

-in Extra Bile • 


MATTHEW PARRIS 


Q: WHO wrote that a royal demise 
caused “the total suspension of 
common sense and sincere human 
feeling for a fortnight"? A- GBS on the 
death of Queen Victoria. This dyspeptic 
pocket book is the perfect 
accompaniment for January 
hangovers. Of course, the famous 
verbal assassins are well-represented: 
“The rage of tbe sheep is terrible" 
(Whistler on Wilde); “The Teasy-Weasy 
of Fleet Street” (Littlejohn on 
Wbrsthorne); “A tadpole of the Lakes” 
(Byron on Keats). But Parris’s trawl 
ranges far and wide. “With all my 
heart," replied John Horne Took to the 
suggestion that be should take a wife. 
“Whose wife shall it be?” 



The Many Lives 
and Secret 
Loves of 
Josephine B 
by Sandra 
Guliand, 
Review. £9.99. 
A38pp 


TOLD IN tbe form of diary extracts, 
the first volume in American Sandra 
Gulland’s straightforward and likeable 
re-t elling of tiie life of Josephine 
Buonaparte is laced with ribbons and 
period detail. Brought up in a Jean 
Rhys-like Martinique of sugar 
plantations and voodoo spells. Rose (as 
she is then known) is shipped off to 
France at the age of 15 to secure a 
suitable marriage. But with her new 
title of Vicomtesse comes tight corsets, 
painful childbirth and the terrors of tbe 
French Revolution. As the novel ends, 
so does Josephine’s marriage, leaving 
her just the right side of 35 to catch the 
eye of tbe upwardly mobile Corsican, 
Napoleon Buonaparte. 


. The Brontes: a 
life in letters 
by Juliet Barker, 

Viking. £9.99. 

AJSpp 

THE ACCLAIMED Bronte biographer 
has brilliantly crafted these verbal 
snapshots into an epic home movie - 
touching, passionate and amnging 
While the three sisters giggle at 
suitors (“he began to season his 
conversation with Hibernian flattery”) 
and scribble like maniacs, we see 
brother Branwell decline from 
arrogant young Turk to decrepit sot 
(“contrive to get me Five pence worth 
of Gin"). The star of the show is 
Charlotte. Her view of the Crystal 
Palace as “strange, elegant but 
somewhat unsubstantial” is oddly 
familiar. She describes FUey in June 
as: “Dark, stormy and bitterly cold.” 
Some things never change. 



Forgotten Life 
by Brian Aldiss, 
Abacus. £6.99. 
313pp 


TEN YEARS on, the second book in 
Brian Aldiss’s Squire Quartet has lost 
none of its vibrancy. In a generous and 
funny novel, Aldiss slips happily 
between life in contemporary North 
Oxford and wartime Burma. Clement 
Winter; analyst and don, has the job of 
sorting out his dead older brother’s 
papers. A young soldier with the 
Forgotten Army, Joseph has never 
settled down. Clement’s life, by 
contrast, is secure and successful. 
Mamed to a best-selling authoress of 
“Epic Fantasy”, the only blips in his 
comfortable Oxford existence are his 
wife’s affairs. The closer Clement 
comes to understanding his brother; 
the less he knows about himself 


The Reader 
read by Charles Dance 
HarperColIins, 3hrs. £8.99 

THIS MOVING, deeply truthful 
novel examines the crisis of 
conscience of Germans about their 
shared guilt for the Nazi 
concentration camps through the 
medium of a love affair which links 
two postwar generations. Bernard 
Schlink writes with a lucid clarity 
that makes him an excellent audio 
author - the more so since an 
intrinsic part of the plot of The 
Render is that books are read 
aloud on cassette for the benefit 
of the imprisoned, illiterate 
heroine. Charles Dance has 
exactly the right cool, precise 
objectivity required to put across 
this haunting love story. 




i 
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The value of TV tie-ins to book sales is 
underlined this week by tbe arrival in tbe 
non-fiction top 10 of Making Friends in the 
UK. Published In November; its sales 
figures soared tfrom number 38 to 
number 10) after the much-typed 
wedding episode of this US sitcom 
screened on 11 December Similarly the 


sales of Bill Bryson's Notes Prom a Big 
Country and NatesProm a Small Island 
win doubtless be boosted fay a six-part 
YTV series, BiE Brysoris Notes From a 
Smdhldand, starting tomorrow hi the 
history and current affairs chart the 
dominance of Dava Sobers Longitude . 
looks unshakeaMe but, with Mffieraumn 


fever in the air, perhaps another 
chronicle of tnnetaeqdn& David Ewing 
Duncan's The Calendar. wiD knock it off 
the top spot 

Compiled by data supplied an sales oner 
seoen days ending S January 2999 •: 
©Bookwatch Ltd, 1899 



ORIGINAL FICTION 

;r: 


TITLE 

. AUTHOK/PUBUSHER - 

. ..-WEEKLY SALES - ' 

1 '.PRICE •• 

1 (9) Tom Clancy’s Powerplays 

Tom Clancy (Penguin) : 

1 - 4.522 . : 

£5.99 

2 (-) Churchill’s People 

Mary Jane Staples (Corgi) 

.3,997 

£5.99 

3 (■) Miracle Cure 

Michael Palmer (Arrow) . . = , . v 

> ; 2324 v 

* l£5.99 

4 |-) This United State 

. Colin Forbes (Macmillan) - 


£5.99 

5 (3) City Girl 

Patricia Scanfan (Bantam) 

'■'« : .y ,: :1(553‘>* . •: 

. £15.99 

6 (-) Ramses 5 

; Christian Jacq (Simon & Schuster) 

>:-/l,523 

: £9.991. : 

7 (2) Carpe Jugulum . 

Terry Pratchett (Doubleday) • 

■:.'v vM i ‘ ^ 

£16.99 

8 (5) Archangel 

. .." Robert Harris (Hutchinson) 

.11,362 

£16.99 

9 (8) Rainbow Six 

Tom Clancy (M Joseph) 

1,336 

-£16.99 

10 (7) Charlotte Gray 

Sebastian FaiHks (Hutchinson) 

- .1,281 ..:1 : 

£16.99 


ORIGINAL NON-FICTION 


_> • >7 Li- ; '.‘1 


1(1) Delia’s Hour to Cook 
2(4) Uttlo Book of Feng Shu! 
3(5) The Little Book of Calm 
4(>) Men are From Mars... 
5(2) Notes Prom a Big Country 
6(3) The Life of Birds 
7 (-) Birthday Letters 
8(9) Real Food 
9(10) Ethel arid Ernest 
10{-) Making Friends in the UK 


AUTHOR/FUBUSIUR 

Delia Smith (BBC) . , 

Lillian Too (Element) 

Paul Wilson (Penguin) 

John Gray (Thorsons) 

Bill Bryson (Doubleday) . . 

David Attenborough (BBC) 
Ted Hughes (Faber) 

Nigel Slater (Fourth Estate) 
“ Raymond Briggs (Cape) - 
Penny Stallings (Channel A) 


WCEKIY SALES 

PRICE 

' • 12>460 

v £16.99 

.. 4.279.:-- 

: £1.99 

3,537 

£1.99 

_../3;'ic21 

£8 99 . 


; . £16.99 

-Cv=1 .688 1= : . 

: £18:99 

■ '•' : -i;694 - . -V' 

£14,99 


.£18.99 


£14.99 

';;i;507 ;• 

£9.99 1 



HISTORY, POLriiGS, CURRENT AFFAIRS ; 


Longitude ' ' 

TheEngflsft . . 

H eaven ’s Mirror • 

The Calendar - 

Stalingrad : ' ■ ' 

Endurance ._ / •■■■>’ _ 

Over Here 

East -and West 

Uke the Roman; Enoch Powell 

To tbe Last Man: spring 1918 


AUTHOWPliBUSHCH ' - . UliXU Stt 

Dava Sobef (Fourth Estate) . " 1 ; • 2,095 

Jeremy Paxman (M Joseph) , ’ . • • > 822 * '■ 
Graham Hancock & Sandra lana (M Joseph) : 804 ~ 
David Ewing Duncan (Fourth; Estate). • .726 - 
Antony Beevor (Viking) '• \ 709 ; 

Caroline Alexander (Bloomsbury) l 612 
Raympnd Seitz (Phoenix) - . , . - . 504 

Chris Patten (Macmillan) - . ' ‘ : 490 - 

Simon Heffer (Weidenfefd).. • : \ 404 - 
lyn Macdonald (Viking) - .* • ^. 399 : 


£5.99 
£ 20 .. 
£ 20 . 
£12.99 
£25 
£20 ;= 
£7.99 
£22:50 
•£25 -' ' • 
£25 ; 


All in a 
Nobel cause 

Zachary Leader warms to the kind 
of writer who could murder a critic 


WHY WRITE? John Updike’s 
answer from an essay of 1976, 
is thoroughly Freudian: “the 
world, so balky and resistant 
and h umiliating , ran in die 
act of mimesis be rectified, 
adjusted, chastened, purified”. 
Updike’s comic hero, the 
Jewish-American novelist 
Henry Bech, would agree, call- 
ing art “both duplication and 
escape” But for Bech art is not 
enough. The chastening 
process must also be enacted, 
and where better to begin than 
with one’s enemies? “I think 
you’ve shown a lot of balls, 
frankly,” Bech's 26-year-old 
mistress, Robin, tells him when 
she discovers he’s been sys- 
tematically murdering the most 
hostile of his reviewers, “trans- 
lating your resentments into 
action instead of sublimating 
them into art" 

Robin herself, like this re- 
action, is pure wish-fulfilment 
For though Bech’s reputation 
has been quietly growing, un- 
like his oeuvre (three novels, 
two novellas, a “miscellany," a 
volume of “Sketches and Sto- 
ries”), he is now 74. When he 
wins the Nobel Prize (Updike 
indulges all the male writer’s 
fantasies, enumerated by 
Freud as “honour; power, 
wealth, fame and the love of 
women”), one thinks of Saul 
Bellow, whose fifth wife, Janis, 
is more than 40 years his junkie 
Bech, though, is no Bellow, or 
rathec as in Updike's two pre- 
vious collections about him, 
Bech: A Book (1970) and Bech 
Is Back (1982), not quite BeDow; 
just as he’s not quite Roth or 
Mailer or Malamud or Hellec 
To begin with, he’s a lot like 
Updike, for all the expertly 
observed Jewishness, even the 
writer’s block (definitely 1101 
Updike's problem). UpcEke, too, 
is a sexy writer; and tf^e Bech 
has been accused of misogyny 
and hatred of the body (Broth- 
er Pig the title of the first of 
Bech’s novellas, is “a con- 



Bech ac Bay 
by John Updike 

Hamish Hamilton, £16.99. 2Alpp 


temptuous Medieval expres- 
sion for the body”). 

He also supported, or at 
least refused to denounce, the 
Vietnam War dike Bech, “draft 
evasion disgusted him”) and 
has often been labelled reac- 
tionary, memorably by Gore 
VidaL The most wounding of the 
phrases Bech broods over from 
his bad reviews - “says nothing 
with surprising aplomb,” 
“prose arabesques of aston- 
ishing irrelevancy” - recall the 
critic Gary Wills, for whom 
Updike’s writing is “stylistic 
solipsism”, mils and Vidal, one 
notes, are the only real-fife crit- 
ics that Bech contemplates 
rubbing out 

The funniest of these five 
linked stories is “Bech Pre- 
rides'', in which Henry’s friend 
and rival Izzy Tbombush, a 
sort of Mailer figure (though 
cunningly crafted to evade pre- 
cise identification), persuades 
him to become president of a 
privately endowed academy 
called the Fbrty - a cross be- 
tween the American Academy 
of Arts and S ciences (whose 
centennial Festschrift Updike 
has just edited) and the Acad- 
emie Frangaise. 

At first, Henry rather likes 
presiding, just as he lifepg the 
Forty's sumptuous midtown 
mansion in New "Kirk, with its 
mahogany presidential desk its 



upun^Ti ic img^auiiie mate writers fanfagW RCWhite 


ceremonial dinners, and its de- 
voted female administrators. 
But the Fbrty is d ying- four 

members have already ex p i red ; 
the remaining 36 are ancient; 
and nobody can agree on a 
single new member The exhil- 
arating spite with which Uptfike 
i m a g i n es these egomaniacs 
Who keep nnminatiwg people 
who are dead or else already 
members is among the best 
things in the book. 

“Bech Presides” also pleas- 
es through its artful plotting; in 
several senses, a virtue of the 
collection as a whole (which 
may account for its subtitle, “A 
Quasi-Novel”). In “Bech Pleads 

Guilty”, Henry is sued for libel 
by a Hollywood agent whom he 
once described in print as-aa~ 
“arch-gouger" (Bech is “at 
bay” partly because surround- 
ed by such enemies). This 
agent is monstrous but he also 
reminds Bech of his dead fatfaec 
As the agent’s suit collapses, 
Bech begins to feel sorry far' 
him, and guiliy (hence .the 
story’s title). f 

Bech’s father; a diamond 
dealer was indomitable, like the 
agent, but Beth now also sees 
him as vulnerable. His death 
from a stroke in the subway 
“under the sliding filth of the 
East River.” anticipates the 
death of Bech’s first victim hi 
“Bech Noir”, the critic-killing 


story, whom he pushes under 
the D-Drain at a Sixth Avenue 
station. The Oedipal echoes of 
critic, agent, and father -Mock- 
ing figures all - reverberate 
throughout the collection, 
delicately interweaving themes 
and plot motifs. 

Ih the final story, “Bech and 
the Bounty of Sweden," Bech 
not only wins the Nobel Prize, 
to the fury and astonishment rf 
his rivals (“Sour grapes," he 
tells us elsewhere, is “the 
champagne of the intelli- 
gentsia”), and marries the 
zaftig Robin, but fathers a 
daughter. As Bech holds this 
daughter; Golds, in his arms, 
and ascends the podium to 
driver his acceptance speech. 


nals “the spicy smell of ochre 
babysfart”. 

Here, as everywhere in the 
colle ction, we are offered- the 
twin Uteraiy pleasures of wish- 
felfilment and mimesis. This is 
the world just as it is and just 
as the writer wants it 
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Money doesn’t grow on trees 

When you add up the annual cost of a garden the results may be frighteningly high. But Anna Pavord isn’t daunted 



Who wants to be battling with the January sales when you could be cruising peacefully through the garden centre among cyclamen, pansies and forget-me-nots? Plants and seeds are a much better bargain Ardea 


W hat does it ac- 
tually cost to 
keep a garden 
going for a 
year? I don’t 
really want to 
know the answer but the relentless 
arrival of brown envelopes on the 
mat brings finance into focus at this 
moment. Nevertheless, I hang on to 
to; conviction that seeds and plants 
r&hain one of the most miraculous 
bargains that money can buy. Who 
wants to battle with January sales 
when they could be cruising peace- 
fully through their local garden cen- 
tre, dreaming of forget-me-nots 
(£2 .25 for a tray of six) or the possi- 
bilities of a clutch of flowering pan- 
sies (£1.99 for a tray of six). 

The best way to save money in 
the garden is to make a list of what 
you want and stick to it That is true 
of all shopping, of course. It is one 
of the reasons why supermarkets 
are so dangerous. "You go in think- 
ing of nothing but a bag of self-rais- 
ing flour and come out with a jar of 
lemon-stuffed olives, a carton of 


apple juice with mango and an oven 
deanerthatpromises (but never de- 
livers) miracles. 

But though 1 may resent my own 
weak mindedness when 1 am wan- 
dering the supermarket's aisles, 1 
positively encourage it when Tm 
among plants in a nursery. Different 
standards apply. I want to be led 
astray, rd be unlikely to scoop up 
something huge and important, 
such as a tree, on a whim, but that 
leaves plenty of room for impulsive 
manoeuvre among herbaceous 
perennials and bulbs. 

Only this week, I went into the gar- 
den centre For compost and came out 
with a delicious little cydamen coum 
(£3.49). Who could possibly resist its 
rounded leaves, symmetrically 
marked with silver? Its first magenta 
bud is already beginning to open. 
These cyclamen look frail, being 
only three or four inches high, but 
they are survivors, and undemand- 
ing. They will motor all season on a 
handful of bonem eaL 

I did not need that cyclamen, but 
it has certainly given me more plea- 


sure than the necessary compost 
(Levington Multipurpose, £5.50 for 
a 75-litre sack). I had been thinking 
about a bare corner by the back door 
Until this season, ithas been covered 
by the sweeping branches of a Cor- 
nustridel, now severely cut back. As 
soon as I saw the cyclamen, 1 knew 
they would work there. They would 
not mind the shade. They would fit 
comfortably among the dumps of lily 
of the valley, tucked underground 
now while the cyclamen is happily 
doing its stuff 

A list can deal with the things I 
know I need: two more fan-trained 
pears to complete the enfilade along 
the south wall; four box balls to plant 
in the ivy that edges the path on the 
bank. But at this minute, plantsmen 
infinitely more skilled than me are 
bringing into being plants I don't yet 
even know I need. They may be 
plants I have never heard of, plants 
whose possibilities 1 am only just be- 
ginning to appreciate, plants (such 
as hostas) that perhaps I have been 
slow in coming to admire. You can't 
really list things such as these. 


J'doubt for instance, whether 1 
shall go through February without 
acquiring a hellebore or seven, ni 
be very surprised if a trip I am plan- 
ning to a nursery specialising in 
primroses leaves me empty-handed 
on my return. A garden needs treats 
and surprises to keep it fresh. And 
a gardener needs constantly to try 
out new ideas, and be captured 
afresh by the potential of some new 
find, or a new way of using a well- 
known friend. Often, your first ideas 
do not work. But looking for inspi- 
ration in gardening bools is no sub- 
stitute for endlessly engaging with 
your own patch, shifting, rearrang- 
ing, occasionally achieving an effect 
that is worth leaving in place. 

I am supposed here to be making 
a tally of what the garden has cost 
over the last year. Instead I find I’m 
arguing that, whatever it cost, it was 
worth it Yes, I admit to extravagance 
in plants. But I'm cheap on ma- 
chinery. We have a goo d law mnow- 
er (Honda HUB 536 CHXE, £830), 
but no other gadgets. I can't stand 
the noise they make. Leaf vacs? 


What a terrible ideal Who wants to 
vacuum the garden after several 
hours wasted vacuuming the house? 

I'm cheap on tools, too, as mine 
are mostly the ones my great-uncle 
used before they came to me. Any- 
one who has a new garden and no 
tools should save up for a stainless 
steel spade and border fork 1 Yeo- 
mans brand cost £24.99 each). Good 
tools will become close friends, but 
poorly made ones will pull garden- 
ing down to their own tacky, insub- 
stantial level. 

Expenditure on herbicides and 
pesticides depends on your atti- 
tude. I sit on the fence, using as lit- 
tle as possible of either but unwilling 
to do without entirely. 

Last January I bought slug pel- 
lets (£1.99) because the wretches 
were eating my Iris stylosa before 
I had time to pick them. In Febru- 
ary I bought a pack of the residual 
weedkiller Pathclear (£23.88). Plants 
had taken over the paths on the bank 
so enthusiastically that I could 
scarcely push ray way through. In 
August I bought the herbicide 


Roundup <£I4.42) to help in the 
fight against bindweed. That is the 
total poison bill. 

Having good soil, which we plas- 
ter liberally with muck and compost 
every winter and spring, I spend as 
little as possible on plant foods or 
medicines. We needed some of the 
iron tonic called Sequestrene (four 
packets at £1.25 each) to dose our 
sickly-looking wisteria, and I also 
bought Osmocote slow-release fer- 
tiliser (£7.45) to sprinkle on the pots 
round the garden That one dose will 
provide all the food the plants in the 
pots need for a season. They can’t 
be expected to survive without help. 
Bonemeai (£2.56) is as standard an 
ingredient of the garden store as 
flour is in the larder. I use it when- 
ever I plant. 

The quaint term “sundries” cov- 
ers the rest of the things I got from 
our local garden centre fast year. 
First vine eyes: 16 4-in ones at 24p 
each and 16 3-in ones at lSp each. 
Wall plants must be well trained and 
secured. They look better, given 
this attention, and they are safer too. 


Branches that hang out from the 
wall may be frosted or caught fay 
wind. Masses of vine eyes get eaten 
up in our kitchen garden, banged 
into the stone walls to proride an- 
chors for the espalier and fan- 
trained pears. 

I bought two balls of soft brown 
twine (£2.39 each), and gravel (£1.55 
a sack) to top-dress the pots of 
tulips by the back door. We needed 
more bamboo canes for the tomato 
plants, (10 x 8ft canes at 26p each and 
10 x 7ft ones at 25p> and four sacks 
of mini-chip bark to cover the newly 
weedkUied paths (£5.25 each). I 
bought some wildly extravagant 
new plant labels (life is too short to 
cut up old yoghurt pots) and a spe- 
cial pen with ink that will not wash 
off in the rain (£2.91 together). 

So, is this the final bill for ex- 
penditure on the garden last year? 
No, of course it is not It just covers 
the boring bits - and it is all I'm ad- 
mitting to. What I spend on plants 
will for ever remain a secret be- 
tween me and my deliciously in- 
dulgent bank manager. 


N THE limbo days of the new year, 
do much of my ordering for the 
[arden. By this stage, the new 
eason is firmly in my sights. I just 
leed to round up the specialist 
atalogues that will lead me to the 
hings 1 want 

Once again, top of the pile is 
Elizabeth MacGregor's catalogue 
f violas and cottage garden plants, 
ler violas arrive in superb 
ondition, fat bouncing plants that 
ransplant without whimpering and 
;et into flowering mode in an 
acredibly short time. For a 
atalogue, send four first-class 
tamp s to her at Ellenback, 
‘ongland Road, Kirkcudbright, 
lumfries & Galloway; Scotland 
)G6 4UU (01557 330620). From 
Uffblk Herbs, I need ‘Cilantro’ 
oriandes the best variety for 
saves rather than seeds. I also 
eed ‘Carouby de Maussanne’, an 
xcellent mangetout pea, and some 
Srumolo Verde' chicory. Send £1 
)r a catalogue from Monks Farm, 
oggeshaD Road, Kelvedon, Essex 
05 9PG (01376 572456). Indoor 
owering streptocarpus seem to be 
nil riin g up on our window ledges, 
hey have been flowering since 
ite spring and are only just 
[ wrin g to an end now. The flowers 
re shaped like foxglove trumpets; 

ie colours range from white 

trough to a deep inky blue, which 
; my favourite. Now I want a new^ 
ne, the white-flowered 'Albatross 
hich is available front DIbley s 
uraeries at Llandidan, Rnthm. 
heyd LL15 2LG (01978 790677). 


CUTTINGS 

NEWS FROM THE GARDENERS' WORLD 


Send a large sae for a catalogue. 
Plants will be sent out in March. 

OUR WEATHEKVANE was a present 
from my father-in-law, an 
expression of his relief that, after 12 


a host of other breeds. I am 
intrigued by their pricing structure. 
Why should a Weimarana (band C, 
£89.50) be so much cheaper than a 
springer spaniel (band G, E142JJ0)? 
They also do ravens, curlews, cats 



years or so working on the house, 
we had finally got a dryish roof over 
our heads. It was the finishing 
touch to the gable root 
Wfeatbervanes in a wide choice of 
designs are made in Hertfordshire 
by Webbs. They draft just do dog; 
they do Border terrier, greyhound, 
whippet, Labrador; dachshund and 


in various poses, sheep, horses, the 
traditional cockerel and a design 
called Fergie. It’s not the D of Y 
(though she'd make a good 
windvane) hut everyone's favourite 
tractor Prices for medium 
weathervanes measuring 21in from 
west to east range from £84.50 to 
£152. Webb's catalogue is available 


from Unit 5, Fen End Industrial 
Estate, Fen End, Stotfold, Hitchin, 
Herts SG5 4BA (01462 734006). 

“l am scratching out upon Paper 
ten thousand Designs for... parts of 
the Garden & my plans commonly 
come to the same Ftite... they are 
flung into the Fire and forgot,’’ 
wrote the owner of Marston in 
Somerset in 1733. Garden his ton,' 
generally concentrates on the plans 
that worked. In his engaging book. 
Polite Landscapes (Alan Sutton, 
£18.99), Tom Williamson goes 
beyond the great showpieces of 
William Kent and "Capability’' 
Brown to expose the wider social, 
economic and political implications 
of the 18th-century landscape. 

He emphasises how practical was 
the relationship between client and 
designer. Land could not be 
disposed by aesthetic principles 
alone. Landowners had farms to 
run, forests to manage; the 
livelihoods of thousands of 
agricultural workers depended on 
these enterprises remaining 
profitable. As for the designers, 
they, too, had to be businessmen as 
well as artists. Rep ton, a great 18th- 
century landscape designer; wrote 
despairingly of the "time and 
contrivance wasted to produce 
plans although highly approved, yet 
from vanity, from indecision, or from 
the fickleness of human nature, not 
infrequently thrown aside." 
Williamson's grasp of detail brings 
that distant period brilliantly alive. 

ANNA PAVORD 



THE INDEPENDENT 


Helleborus Niger 

just £7.95 forlO inc p&p 



appear 
from 

January to 
March. 

They hare 
pfoss} 

Breen 

foliage (this 

dies baefc in the first year after transplanting) and like an; location in the 
garden mu partial shade and must hare well drained moist io3. Once 
established the}' ore a treasure Tor decades. Von can bn) 10 of these lovely 
plants far j os £755 inc. p&p. 


HOW TO ORDER Fill in [he coupon and 
semi together wall cheque or postal 
outer's. NO CASH please 10 - 
THE INDEPENDENT HELLEBORUS 
NIGER OFFER. PO Box M. Scab Wra 
Diurid Office. MandHNKT MlftOHY. 
Fob ArcfssA’eu osdeks, nua phone 
0161 M8 UK 

Please quote ref'INGW nhen ordering 
We deliver to addresses in [be UK onlj . 
Please allow up » 2* da>v fordeln.cn (ran 
receipt of order. Return u ilhin 7 days for 
refund it not comptad} utuFinJ. OfJet 
subject m jvaibMny. 


I Please send me 


Pack’s of 


lb Hellebores Niger iff £7.95 per pack 
inc p&p 

I enckre a craued cheque for£ 

faildrro on back.) nude payable in: 
Independent Newspaper (UK) Ud INCW 
or detail my Arrtss/Visa account by 
this amount. M> card number is: 


Ex pay Date. 


Signature. 

NAME_ 


ADDRESS. 


fast Code 

To THE INDEPENDENT HELLEJtftRllS NIGER 
(XTEB.PO Bnx N. South Wen District 

□ Office. Maorfaeuer Mlb«HY. 
fine IKl An txn If du Mtl to incnr 

try: dim fan li.l ..I, m r p, — 

■L'Kl LlI.« umpw. ■fpeused 
liukpcodmKevtiqcniltfciljn 


L 

I* 


K 

t 





- I 
■ I 
■■ !■ 


U' 













18/COUNTRY 


the WEEKEND 


Rural road or hellish deathtrap 


Country 

Matters 


Duff 

Hart- Davis 


T he young Welshman 
with two rings in his 
left ear drives every- 
where at furious speed 
and whinges bitterly 
about anything that 
slows him down. “Tractors are the 
worst, 71 he says. ‘They just get ® 

your way. They’re looking at you and 
laughing. So aqy bit of road you can 
overtake them, yon just go frying 
past” He is the least attractive 
character in C hann el 5’s second 
programme in the series on road 
rage, to be broadcast on Monday 
evening. But Rural He U includes 
several other choice specimens, 
and includes some alarming statis- 
tics: that you are 10 times more Okety 
to have a fatal crash on a country 
lane than on a motorway, that L500 
horse-related accidents take place 
in lanes every yean that 2,000 vehi- 
cles a year crash on bends simply 
because they are going too fast 
The programme provides yet an- 
other vivid illustration of the differ- 
ence in attitude between town and 
country people. The rural folk who 
feature are calm, slow-moving and 
reflective; the townspeople are fren- 
zied in their need to progress from 
one place to another at maiimum 
pace: One urban driver after another 

ra mplamg that far m vehicles and «n- 

imals are nothing but a nuisance: 
tiresome obstacles to be overtaken 
as fast as possible, rather than fel- 
low road-users with an equal right 
to be on the highway An American, 
skilfully piloting a large van, main- 
tains that farm machines “have no 
appreciation of your needs” Apart 
from other defects, they have “dirt 
on their rear” so that you can't see 
when the drivers are braking or in- 
dicating a turn. As for that caravan: 




“I gotta take him, ’cos he's doing 35 
and 1 need to do 50." 

That last phrase s ums up the 
whole problem. Anyone who needs 
to maintain 50mph in a hefty van 
should not be roaring along country 
lanes. Speed is the arch-villain and 
arch-destroyer - as no one knows 
better than Eleanor H11L One sunny 
evening she was riding her horse 
Terrapin along a lane when she 
heard a car approaching from be- 
hind at lunatic velocity. Before she 
could take evasive action, she was 
flat on her face on the Tarmac, 20 
yards farther on. and her horse had 
been smashed to the ground with its 
back and both back legs broken. She 
has not ridden since; but, as she re- 
marked with understandable bit- 
terness, the man who hit her got 
seven points an bis licence and a foie 
of £200, and is still driving around. 

On New Year’s morning a group 


wry.. •; 




* " 
9, t“~ 


of us, 40 strong, walked out from the 
village. For most of our seven-mile 
circuit we were on footpaths; when 
we did have to take to roads, tine traf- 
fic was mercifulty light, and drivers 
were courteous. But everyone was 
aware that on the first day of theyear 
few motorists were out and about 

Along the way somebody asked 
why so much fiuss is being made 
about the construction of new houses 
in the countryside. The populations 
of many villages, she pointed out 
used to be far higher than they are 
now, and during foe past couple of 
centuries, hundreds of cottages have 
simply disappeared with the run- 
down of rural employment Why, 
then, worry if new houses are built? 

The answer is that country 
people’s habits have changed en- 
tirely. In the 18th century they had 
no form of transport except their feet 
and possibly a horse and cart They 


walked to work, to the village shop, 
to church, to the pub. Children 
walked to school and back. People 
grew most of their own food: a visit 
to the nearest town was an adven- 
ture. In other words, thqy were sta- 
tic. rooted in one spot Ebotpaths and 
narrow lanes rwuM easily accom- 
modate such traffic as they created. 

Today their successors are con- 
stantly on the move, hurrying to 
work, ferrying children to school 
rushing to rwt/h a train, hurtling to 
the supermarket the gym, the doc- 
tor Everybody drives without a sec- 
ond thought The result is that 
lanes are becoming increasingly 
dangerous and unpleasant, espe- 
cially when commuters use them 
as rat-runs because main roads 
have become intolerably congest- 
ed. Ugly new houses may disfigure 
villages, bat it is fast-moving vehi- 
cles that make them hazardous. 


When I was a bey, living in an iso- 
lated farmhouse, my sister and I 
used to ride or push our bikes a utile 
across country and leave them un- 
secured in a hollow beech tree be- 
side the main road at the point 
where we caught the school bus. No 
parent today wouM countenance a 
scheme so fraught with every kind 
of peril abduction, accident at pick- 
up point or on the highway theft of 
cycles during the day 
The answer to the problem is not, 

as some authorities believe, to widen 

all lanes and turn them into A- 
roads. That woaid merely increase 
speeds still further; mate life yet 
more perilous forlocals, and remove 
a feature that contributes most 
strongly to our countryside’s 
character The real difficulty is to 
make people drive sl ower wh en the 
narrow and twisty nature of the road 
demands it As Rural HeU clearly 


d e monstrates, tha aKghtpqi- enfor ced 
deceleration is enough to precipitate 
road rage. 

“Ybu made me SLOW DOWN!” 
roared (me motorist who, beside 
himself with fury, head-butted 
another after bong impeded for a 
few seconds. 

So what can be done? More speed 

limits wnnlri mate little difference, 

as they are so widely ignored. 
Hemps in the road render life in- 
tolerable for people who have to use 

lanes regularly. Cameras do act as 
a deterrent, but they cannot moni- 
tor every lane in foe country 
What about making road rage a 
criminal offence, for which the 
penalty would be permanent dis- 
qualification from driving? That at 
least would remove from the roads 
people with a congenital inability to 
control their temper; whether in 
the country or in the town. 


MATURE 

NOTES 

FEW anIMAI^ announce 

S mating ntuab more 

loudly than foxes, wind! are 
once again starting their 

in the dark it is easy to 

distinguish the sexes, as 

they S* vc out 611 
different calls. . 

Dog foxes patrol then- 
territories uttering httle 

voUeysofdry^ccato 

barks -rqffrvff- ro f" at 
intervals of several 
minutes, and leaving 
marker-deposits of unne as 
they go. On a still night you 



can plot the progress of a 
dog fox along the side of a 
valley by the sound alone. 

The vixen's cry is an 
unearthly scream, usually 
uttered when she is feudfog 
with a competing female: 
the two stand on their hind 
legs and spar, letting off 
fearful imprecations. They, 
too, are marking their trails 
with frequent urination, and 
the allure of a female in 
season is powerfully 
ma gn etic. On one occasion 
I saw seven foxes 
advancing in line-ahead 
fonnation, six of them dogs 
after a single vixen. 

After a gestation period 
of about 52 days, cubs will 
be born in underground 
dens, probably four or five 
in a titter. For their first 
fortnight they are blind, but 
thereafter they start to 
emerge and play round the 
mouth of the earth. If the 
mother feels that danger is 
threatening, she may move 
them to another den, 
carrying them one at a time 
by the scruff of foe neck. 
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NEW GOVERNMENT POWERS TO INTERVENE IN 
LOCAL EDUCATION SERVICES 


The Government has taken new powers in the School 
Standards and Framework Act to intervene in cases where 
a local education authority fails to adequately cany out its 
dudes- in relation to school education. 

In the event of such intervention the Department for 
Education and Employment may wish to deploy private 
sector contractors- Contracts may be let both for consultancy 
services preparatory to further intervention and for the 
subsequent provision of the education services themselves. 
The Government will act where it is dear that a particular 
LEA cannot or will not perform adequately. It men needs 
to be in a position to act swiftly and effectively. 

This advertisement invites contractors to express an 
int er est in playing their part, as and when necessary; in 
improving local education services. 

Education Services 

The Government will draw up a list of selected 
contractors who can perform in a cost-effective way the 
council's role in supporting schools and providing 
services to pnpiis and parents. This might include for 
example, preparing ana implementing statutory plans 
such as the Education Development Plan, providing 
pupil welfare services, administering school admissions, 
ana financial monitoring. The Department fix- Education 
and Employment wants to develop a dose relationship 
with those on the list. It is the intention that the majority 
of education services provided by external contractors as 
a result of Government intervention will be carried out 
by those on that list. 


Management Consultancy and Advice 
The Government also proposes to establish framework 
contracts with a number of organisations for the 
provision of management consultancy and advice 
related to the administration and support of maintained 
school education and services to pupils and parents. 
The required services may relate to any of the current 
LEA functions and will typically build on O fated LEA 
inspection reports. There will be a range of activity 
which could include: advising the LEA on how to 
address concerns highlighted by Ofcted; drawing up a 
specification on the basis of which the contract for the 
provision of education services would be drawn up; and 
managing contracts for service delivery. 

Next Steps 

The Department is keen to hear from those interested 
m carrying out either or both of these types of work, 
including those interested in doing so for particula? 
areas of the coon try or for certain functions. 

For information packs containing fiirther details of the 
two aspects of work involved, the contracting processes 
and timetables, please fax a request to 0132 5 392488 
In accordance with EU Procurement Regulations, an 
advertisement for the consultancy work wifi also atinear 
m Ac Official Joamal of Ac 
and Government Opportunities. 
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Freshwater Bay on the Isle of Wight was a cultural shrine for the Victorians, who flocked here 
to see their poet-hero. Today, Mick Webb finds inspiration in its grey stones and winter skies 


2. .. 


B reak, break, break, on 
thy cold grey stones, 
oh sea", and break it 
certainly did, crashing 
on the pebbles of 
Freshwater Bay, just 
Alfred Lord Tennyson had 
commanded in his famous lines. The 
western end of the Isle of WighL is 
Tennyson country, and his legacy is 
but one reason for paying a winter 
visit here. Almost severed from the 
test of the island, it is self-contained, 
very beautiful and, at this time of 
year, as quiet as„. West Wight out 
of season. As we played dodge- the- 
spray on a chilly grey morning, 
looking forward to soup and a pint 
in the handily placed Albion Hotel, 
it was hard to imagine that this was 
once a literary and cultural shrine. 
One guidebook goes so for as to 
compare mid-19th -century Fresh- 
water Bay to ancient Athens under 
Pericles, as eminent Victorians beat 
a path to Tennyson's door to share 
his wisdom and join his circle. 

Nowadays, though, you don't need 
literary credentials to stay at the 
’s home; it has become the Fhr- 
rit^jibrd Hotel, which, as weQ as the 
usual hotel rooms, has a number of 
self-catering suites and buildings for 




rent We, a family of four; stayed in 
one of the "garden” cottages, which 
are arranged around a lawn that was 
once a tennis court enjoyed by the 
poet's sons. My own children played 
Frisbee and football there - we can 
only guess what the great man 
would have thought of that He cer- 
tainly wasn't keen on the influx of 
ordinary visitors that railway travel 
brought to the island. 

What hasn't changed much since 
Tennyson's time is the broad and 
beautiful swath of downland that 
crowns the cliffs between Fresh- 
water Bay and the Needles. "He air 
up here is worth sixpence a pint" the 
poet laureate was fond of quoting. I 
expect that is about £100 at today’s 
rates, and worth every penny. And 
that is without counting the views, 
at their best from the Tennyson 
Monument, over the Solent to the 
mainland or out across the English 
Channel. We walked the three 
exhilarating miles from Freshwater 
Bay to the Needles, though these 
were a bit of a disappointment, 
smaller than expected, and rather 
more Bee shark's teeth than needles. 
The other tourist attraction of the 
area. Alum Bay where my mum 
once filled a little glass lighthouse 



with different coloured sands, is no 
longer a mecca for sand-collectors. 
Erosion has made the practice too 
dangerous, although there are 
compensations r . a bitfurther round 
the coast, at Headon Warren, the 
crumbling cliff has created an 
underdiff with a kind of mini-jungle 
that makes for an interesting and 
sheltered walk with great possibil- 
ities for hide-and-seek. Or; when you 
have had enough ups and downs, a 
much flatter ramble can be had 
along the old railway track beside the 
river Yar into the pretty little port of 
Yarmouth. En route, there is the 
chance to see and almost certainly 
misidentify a whole variety of water 


birds, which indude oystercatchers 
and little egrets. 

I am reliably informed that in 
summer; the sea around here is very 
warm and welcoming. In winter, 
though, the best thing to do with the 
sea is to watch it, ideally from behind 
a nice piece of glass, and West 
Wight is not short of this kind of 
facility. Apart from the Albion at 
Freshwater Bay, there is a pub 
called The Waterfront on the 
seafront at Tbtland whose long and 
spacious conservatory has windows 
facing seawards, while the Dimbola 
Lodge in Freshwater Bay combines 
a tearoom-with-a*view, a little 
bookshop, and a gallery given over 
mainly to the photographic work of 
Mrs Julia Margaret Cameron. She 
was a pioneering photographer 
noted for her portraits of Carlyle. 
Darwin, Browning and many other 
famous visitors to Freshwater; and 
she was very much part of the 
Tennyson set 

At this time of year, most of the 
leisure parks and complexes are 
dosed, and very sad and abandoned 
they look. But then fun and games 
and late nights are not what West 
Wight is really about. Apart from 
rambling and birdwatching, you ran 


see glass «nd porcelain being made, 
and find out all about pearls. 

After dark, the main source of 
entertainment is the pubs, where 
children are welcomed, menus are 
varied and portions are large. My 
favourite meal was at The Fat Cat 
on the Bay, where the proud boast 
is that “home-made means home- 
made", and the patron stocks a 
lethal collection of spirits - calvados, 
marc, sambuca, grappa. . . Just writ- 
ing the names makes my head spin. 
Still, a quick walk down to Fresh- 
water Bay soon sorts you out 


Two companies operate ferries to 
the Isle of Wight WighlUnk (02705 
8277441, from Portsmouth to Hyde 
andFishboume, andbymingtonto 
Yarmouth; and Red Funnel (01703 
2275991 from Southampton to 
Cowes. Mick Webb travelled by 
WghUink ferries from Portsmouth 
toFishbcwrne.Thetripcost£40jbr 
a Jive-day return far car with two 
adults and two children. 

At FOrringford Hotel (01983 
7525001, self-catering cottages cost 
from £30 a day (£180 a week); hotel 
rooms from £26 per person. 

For more details, cob Yarmouth 
Iburist Office 01983 813818 


"Had we not been the world's 
greatest optimists, we would 
not have gone on" - not the 
words of a passenger on Virgin 
Items, but the revolutionary 
recollections of Fidel Castro. In 
Havana last night, he and I 
commemorated (though not 
together) the 40th anniversary 
of the trium phan t arrival in the 
Cuban capital of his rebel 
army, a week after the dictator 
Batista had fled the country. 

Cuba calls itself "The land of 
miracles". Besides all the true- 
but-diched wonders that you 
could easily come up with 
about the Caribbean’s largest 
and most entrancing island, 
here are a few more that the 
traveller here may marvel at: 
that it is possible to weld 
together several bits of Lada 
saloons to create a stretched 
limousine in this Last bastion of 
Mandsm -I - oni'nigm ; tha t the 
last country to join the Soviet 
bloc has survived the collapse 
of all its ideological soulmates; 
and that it took until this week 
for the United States to begin 
to ease the ineffectual 
economic stranglehold on 
Cuba, whose main victims 
have been its Cuban citizens. 

British travellers are more 
fortunate than we often realise. 
For a start, anyone deciding to 
depart the UK by sea can get a 
passport within weeks - and a 
heavily subsidised ticket 
across the Channel. Those who 
hope to leave Cuba across the 
Florida Straits have missed the 
raft; risking life and limb on 
the treacherous stretch of 
water to Key West no longer 
automatically results in US 
citizenship. We are luckier, too, 
than the average American, 
who is banned from travelling 
to the closest overseas country 
by order of bis or her own 
government Anyone who 
spends cash in Cuba without 
previously obtaining a special 
licence is liable to receive a 10- 
year prison sentence. 

This week, a beleaguered 
Bifl Clinton agreed to increase 
the number of flights between 
Miami and Havana. For a 
decade, these have been 
known as ghost flights; tmlifa* 
almost any other flight in the 
world, they cannot be booted 
direct with the airline and 
instead you are told to turn up 
at a distant corner of Miami 
airport with a wad of cash. I 
have tried this, and it works, 
though a return fare of £150 
for a half-hour flight 
is extortionate. 

Before being allowed to 
board, British travellers have 
to sign a piece of paper to 
promise not to be Americans. 
The airlines that have 
benefited from this curious 
arrangement include Mexicans 
and Haitian TtensAix; brought 
in as un contentious third-party 
carriers - the island's national 



Simon Calder 

A US citizen who spends 


cash in Cuba without 
a licence can receive a 
1 0-year prison sentence 


airline, Cubana, being planae 
non gratae. Now, though, the 
skies over Havana are alive 
with the sight of United 
Airlines jets, with other US 
carriers set to follow. 

For British travellers, the 
long-term benefit is likely to 
mean much easier access to 
Cuba. A two-centre holiday 
combining thrilling-but- 
artificial Florida fun parks with 
the intense and entirely human 
excitement of Cuba sounds 
logical, but for the last four 
decades such a trip has been 
inadmissible. When (or, 
perhaps, that should be a very 
big "if") Fidel Castro 
celebrates his half-century in 
charge, Britain’s biggest tour 
operator to Florida - Virgin 
Holidays - will be offering 
Mickey Mouse-meets-Mantism 
vacations. But perhaps I'm 
being too optimistic. 


HAVANA WAS the place where 
the International Air Transport 
Association was founded; in 
1945, as the world emerged 
from war the airlines gathered 
at the Hotel Narional to form a 
cartel Such is the state of the 
Cuban economy that many of 
the aircraft in the island look 
as though they were around to 
ferry the original delegates. 

Yet just as the lumbering old 
pre-Revolutionary Buicks and 
Cadillacs have bestowed chic 
on the Cuban capital so, too, 
has the ageing fleet of aircraft 
acquired a certain appeal to 
tourists. The Aero taxi 
enterprise does not hire out 
executive jets; instead, it 
operates a fleet of single- 
engined Soviet biplanes. 

Places on these aircraft are 
popular with day-tripping 
tourists, who arrived on 
aircraft equipped with the 
latest “fly-by-wire" technology 
and wish to experience some - : 
retro “fly-with-wire" aviation. 
These eight-seaters fly in 
formation, and the sight of five 
of them taking off in sequence 
is remarkable. If you prefer a 
bit more comfort (but not 
much), you may be pleased to 
learn that the authorities have 
decided to upgrade their 
tourist fleet by purchasing a 
DC-3 for use on day trips. 
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Buy Annual Travel cover before 16 February 
ana enjoy unlimited trips co Calais on beard 
SeaFrance Ferries, until 30 April I 999, with 
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Annual membership includes: 


A Cruise of Venice & The Lagoon 


INCLUDING A SPECIAL JANUARY PRICE OFFER 


Worldwide cover for an unlimited 
number of trips 


Year round UK cover - starting 25 
miles from heme 



2 i days on cr off piste ski cover free 
24 hour Medical and Legal Helplines 


Call now for instant cover and claim 
your free trips to France. 
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ONE CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 

0800 365 121 


V enice is on everyone's list lo visit aL least 
once during a lifetime which probably 
explains Lhe high prices of accom- 
modation. not to mention the price of a cup of 
coffee or a meal. Then, having got there, there is 
the expense of getting around which normally 
results in the visitor seeing just a fraction of 
what there » tn see in the time allowed. 

During the months January to April we shall be 
ope riling a series of short cruises un the Swiss- 
managed vessels MS Venezia and MS Viking 
Bordeaux which will be our base for visiting 
Venice itself, the islands of Burano and Torcello, 
and across the lagoon to the ancient port town 
of Chioggia. The tariff includes relum flights 
from London, transfers and cruise, full board, 
accommodation in an outside facing cabin with 
en suite facilities, UK departure tax and services 
of a knowledgeable local guide. 

January to April are Ideal months to visit Venice, 
away from the crowds of summer, with the 
visitor thus being permitted time and space tn 
Stand and gase and marvel at it alL 


On board the Swiss- managed 
MS Venezia or MS liking Bordeaux visiting 
Venice, Burano. Torcello & Chioggia 



Jan 14*. 2J- £295 

Feb 1.4*. 8. i lv 15. IS*. 22. 25* £»5 
Mari.4VS.riM5. 18*. 22 £350 
April 1*£395 

April 5. 8 V 12. 15V 19. 22V 26 £375 
t Special January Price Offer 

For January 14 and 21 departures 14 night weekend 
cruises) we are odennj; a special Run -of- the Ship 
price nf £320.00 per person including the weekend 
supplement A limited number of cabins are 
available al this special price on the understanding 
tirai booking wiR be accepted subject to availability 
and thal wc will not confirm the cabin category 
until nearer the departure date. 


3 or 4 nights from £295 


Supplements: Single cabin supplement X95. 
Supplement for the Venice Carnival period 
iFeb fi-17, 19991 departures: 

Feb S £ 15 139 and Feb 4 £ J] £19. 
Upper Deck cabin supplement £39 
iNB - MS Bordeaux has 2 upper decks!. 
Comprehensive excursion package £65. 


THE MS VENEZIA 

The first -class. Swiss-managed MS Venezia has 
just 100 berths with the accommodation spread 
over two decks with each cabin having picture 
windows and en suite facilities. There is a bar. a 
one-sitting restaurant lounge and viewing deck. 
The MS Venezia, besides being our 
accommodation and base from which to cxplnre 
Vcnicc. is also our means of transportation to 
the islands on the lagoon, returning to moor m 
Venice each night. The MS Venezia operates in 
January, March and April 1 departures. Please 
note that during March sailings will be nude by 
both vessels. 


THE MS VIKING BORDEAUX 

The MS Viking Bordeaux is a Swiss-managed, small 
cruise liner with just 90 cabins spread twr three 
decks. Each cabin comes equipped with en suite 
facilities and air-conditioning. The public facilities 
include a one sitting restaurant, bar/lounge, small 
shop, sun deck and swimming pool. The excursions 
to Burano and Torcello will be made by special 
launch.The MS Viking Bordeaux operates in 
February, March and April. 


Pricr bdudcK as detailed above. Net fadi i d wt trawl 
insurance, overseas airport lax. tirpmft. Our current 
Conditions m Booking ta cop of which is available on 
request! shall apply to all reservations. 


0171-616 1000 
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As they wove their way through 
the trees, Alex couldn't help but miss 
that familiar scent of diesel. 


Alex, 38, architect. And family. Loves coif, 
gri^to! rugby club, ar-d getting out and about with the 
family. Hates Satn rugby club and the- sounds and 
sweet n:r of t rat he. 

On the edge of the Lake District.. Oasis otters over 100 
activities in 40C acres, including the World of Water. 
For a brochure call 08705 086 086, quoting OiH30 


or see your travss agent. 


Prices starr from £182 for 
a family of 4 for 4 nights. 



Send ID- Oasis Forest Holiday Villages, FREEPOST LON 11477. LONDON IWiBft. 


MriMrs/Ms Initials Surname 
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The courtyard of the American Colony Hotel offers a perfect place to sit and read, or simply contemplate life 

An oasis of calm 
in a stormy city 

If you’re going to Jerusalem, there’s really only one place to 
stay - a luxury hotel with a unique history. By Cathy Packe 


N o city in the 
world arouses 
such emotion 
as Jerusalem. 
Judaism and 
Islam reside 
uneasily with various strains of 
Christianity, while Israelis and 
Palestinians jostle for living 
space. According to the travel 
advice from the Foreign Office, 
the location has been too risky 
for British visitors on at least 
two recent occasions - hund- 
reds of holiday-makers were 
brought home early just before 
Christmas. Currently however; 
the advice is that British nat- 
ionals visiting Israel should 
simply “keep in touch with de- 
velopments”. Which means, for 
the time being at least that 
Jerusalem is bade on the visi- 
tor's map. And, of course, it’s an 
intensely rewarding destina- 
tion - especially if you stay in 
the city’s prime location. 

The American Colony is a 
luxury hotel that has retained 
the atmosphere of a family 
home. It is, and always has 
been, neutral territory, and 
people on different sides of the 
religious and political argu- 
ment have traditionally used it 
as a place to meet and express 
their views freely. 

The original American col- 
ony was the family of Horatio 
Spaffbrd, a church elder from 
Chicago. He and his wife were 
blamed when five of their six 
children died. Driven out of 
their community, they went to 
Jerusalem in search of spiritual 

peace, accompanied by several 
other members of the church. 
The group settled in the Old 
City in 1881 and kept open 
house, a tradition their descen- 
dants stQl foster in the hoteL 
When they werejoined by sym- 
pathisers from Sweden, they 


moved out into what was then 
still countryside, where they 
bought the house of the local 
Ottoman governor; or pasha. It 
was this building, with neigh- 
bouring houses added later; 
that eventually became the 
American Colony Hotel. 

The pasha lived in luxury 
with his four wives, each of 
whom had two rooms of her 
own. one on the ground floorfor 
summer; and another on the 
warmer first floor for winter. 
Despite extensive renovations, 
all the rooms have their original 
vaulting and arched windows, 
and other details, including the 
19th-century tiles and painted 
ceilings, have been preserved. 

The place now known as the 
Pasha’s Room was where he re- 
ceived visitors. There are 
arches in the middle, a beauti- 
ful painted ceiling and large 
windows that open out on to a 
large terrace. In summer this 
is covered with a bedouin-style 
tent, and cushions are strewn 
on the floor. It is a wonderful 
place to sit and read, or simply 
to contemplate life. 

The pasha’s lifestyle was 
the complete opposite of that 
led by the Spaffords and their 
community, who moved in and 
became self-sufficient setting 
up small businesses which 
served the local area. The 
communis was run along the 
lines of a modern kibbutz, long 
before that movement started, 
and it became known as the 
American Colony. 

A hundred years later; the 
hotel is a wonderful haven. 
The food is home-cooked, a 
considerable attraction in a 
country not renowned for its 
culinary charms. The pool is de- 
signed to catch the sun for 
large parts of the day: it has a 
big terrace area, and the 


discreet waiters seem to know 
automatically when you may 
like a freshly-squeezed orange 
juice, or something stronger 
Given such pleasant sur- 
roundings, It is hard to tear 
yourself away to visit the city. 
An office opposite the hotel's . 
main entrance can organise 
diauffeur-driven cars and taxis, 
but the hotel is only a short walk 
from the walls of the Old City 
and the Damascus Gate. You 
will pass close to the Garden 
Tomb, which according to myth 
was where the body of Christ 
was buried. Continuing due 
south down the Nablus Road 
you will soon reach the bustling 
area around the Damascus 
Gate. It is usually possible to 
walk along part of the ramparts, 
although, of course, the political 
situation makes everything in 
Jerusalem liable to sudden 


change... except, that is. the 
American Colony HoteL 

TheAmericxm Colony Hotel (00 
9722 62797771 Prices start at 
£87 for a ; single room, and £115 
Jbradouble. 

El Al (0171-957 41001 flies to 
Ifel Aviv airport scheduled 
from Heathrow, Stxmsted and 
Manchester to TdAviv. British 
Airways (0345 222111) has 
services from Catwick and. 
Heathrow. Charterfiights from 
London and Manchester to Tel 
Aviv are widely available jor 
around £200. through agents 
such as Pullman Holidays 
{ 0171-630 5111). From the air- 
port. take a bits or taxi 
(journey time of one hour ) to 
Jerusalem. More mjarmatio n; 
Israel Government Tburist Of- 
fice, 180 Oxford Street, London 
WIN 9DJ (0171-299 1111) 



Iceland is an experience 
you'll never forget 
A spectacular country 
blending the breathtaking 
beauty of volcanoes, 
geysers, glaciers, fjords, 
geothermal pools and 
waterfalls with charm and 
culture of Icelandic people. 
For brochures call 
0181 286 8008 
email lnstantiietp@cabieirteLco.uk 
www.icelandafr.co.uk 


To receive a copy of the brochure please complete: 

Name: 

Address: 

Postcode: 


Return to: Gina Read. The Independent, 17th Floor 
One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London 
E14 5DL 
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Relaxed Discovery 
& Adventure Holidays 


Take a voyage of discovery through idyllic 
France on foot, or by bike {with your bags 
moved for you). Choose from 12 contrasting 
regions from Burgundy to Provence *n<> 
from the Loire to the Alps. 

These are holidays just energetic enough to 
give you an appetite for the port great meal, 
with plenty of more challenging options loo. 
.Yon 11 see the splendours for which France 
fs famous. Bat along year path, we’D help 
■ you discover lucked away landscapes 

immortalised by the world’s greatest artists, 
and taste dishes that have inspired the 
world’s greatest cuisines- And you’ll sec a 
greater variety of wild flowers, birds and 
butterflies than yon ever thought possible. 

. Phone now for yonr 1999 brochure. 
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HOT OFFERS! 


flustrjli* Crtat Kftt £QQ ! Brampton Ubnd | 10 nights <CA7^ .1999 Alaiitu L Ciribbejn Cjuiits i Soirth Africa 

D«»I from It wjf ‘ 9 niqhti from I id ' in Penanq from E«"t M j id 


Book eJrly £ get 3 special free j upto IS’, discount on 


MUmuntron and Inriurl, iw p i M tim locally paid 


Overseas Travel 



crabin upgrade with NCL. 


selected Sun City hotels 





farm: 12 H^h Stmt, Alton, Horapshn GU34 1BN Fsk 01420-8215: 

WHDOM: 52 Regent Street. London, W1R SOX Fax: 0171-287 4522 
LOUDON: 373-375 The Strand, London WOR OIF Fax 0171497 2923 

Ml bi 

> OPEN 7 DAYS 

Mon-Fri 9am to 7pm 
(Stzand to 6pm) 

Sat 9am to 5pnt 

Sun 9am to 5pm 
(London 10am to 4pm) i 



Overseas Travel 


Overseas Ti-avel 
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Luxury Mobile Home Holidays in 
Beautiful Brittany & the Western coasff • 

up to 4 CHILDREN 
TRAVEL FREE 

Cal 01483 284044 far our brochne 


MATTHEWS HOLIDAYS 



l«XA¥MlJPQI.Ha| VDI 


ABSOLUTELY “FUCIY INCLUSIVE" 

ONE GREAT LOW RATE RIGHT ACROSS THB^TATES AND CANADA 

USA Rent a Car. has arrived in the UK arwj for a limited’ pertod ^ you can take advantage of oiir 
incredfole intr^ low rates starting ^nst £149 FULLY per week and that rate is valid at all 

our, USA and Canadian locations*. We^ve revolutionised^#^: hire market and nobody 

more than YOU. Our rates are up to 25% LESS thafr Alamo or Dollar and we are the ONLY 
common rate right-afcross the USA and Canada*. '{■ 

^ JHE BIGIXAtW OFFERS YOU MORE; - 

s?. Ali.<^Have^ And Automatic 




Feiaiiic 


A superior choice of over 
700 traditional French 
hobday properties. 




COTE D-AZUfl & PROVENCE 
Unique coCecdon of cavnaf 4 h 
a country hou— «Ml port*. B* 
lour France 01 189 402020 
BRITTANY . Exclusive cxntt fl** . 
fannhouoas. vMa eu Co untry Cot- 
(ago. In Francs: 08700 760 760 
tjuoOng FHB12A 

DORDOGNE VALLEY luporfa altua- 
tion, non* bnohuuni and pooL 
Near Sartot B Doran*. Spodou* 
comlonebia and wtf equipped 
Bndbla accomodation alps 2-10. 


BHm ANY SOUTH - Hina from 
beach, Oiraa acm gardens. 

aupetb (poup of Gdaa. Tab 0I9SM 
40(220 

■ . MID-WEST FRANCE. QuaSQr vftas 
» I acaONpa.aainaMlhpoofai.Flne 
J" beactwa. vineyard*. FPnoopHta. 


TARN OORQES. 3 luxurious COX- 
tagaa man pool kickaaiaHc Dram 
bh> Yaby. Ifet (0033) 965488291. 


BnrrTANY Donfogna a rnon. WHb 
aalaction of vIBm, most naar aaa 
or wttb pools. S una a lea Vital 
AHTA V7276 Brochure 0161 707 
8794 

ENJOY A VacanaotaB sad-driva 
camptag IwL 22t aka*. W 06700 
77*779 

ALPINE a McasUa vtOagaa lovely 
apai U n araa . Lafcao A MounWna 
01328 844405. AITO 

BRITTANY Vanda*. W.Coaat. Un- 
ray mobfln home* on prtvan 


SOUTH-WEST Fannhomaa with 
pod* Tam at Gamma B La 
Beam. 01964281431 ATTOABTA 
LOT VALLEY GORGE. SupartJ cot- 
taoec and pool*. Slpe 2-8 in 
aaaatS- F ranco. 'M : Paul Pococfa 
(OOS3>BB48828i. 
SOUTH-WEST Farmhouae* wffii 
pools Tam at Gamma S La 
Beam. 01854281431 AITO ASIA 
CEVENNES. ArcMucta rivanMa 
ccttagatfpa 2/3. 0171 4859678 
A Bfe l T E B DEAL to Franca, dry 
brooks. fDgMa A car Mr*. 1B» 
Brochwa out now. Lupus travel 
0171 308 3000 ATOL 2651 AHTA 
A81B13 

DORDOGNE/LOT. Exclusive cot- 
tsgea, tarmhoiiaaa, vNaa. Coun- 
try Cottages in Fkaaoa: 08700 7B0 
7*0qu«lneFKD12A 
GASCONY UnspaW/RsaL PkM 
pyranoaafAllBailc aasty aocassl- 
Ma. Chanrtno. ■uD)' aqHppad. 
slpa 7 from S2B0pw 0181. 878 
2012 

LOIRE danghtful tarn bourn. 
Paacafcd rural surroundlnga. 
Slews +4. From EISOpW. Tat 
0145387349a 


fl DfeUUIEb^ FREE Mileage. 

‘ miNC^DibEp r .^^|paraage Waver (CDW). 

" ^ insurance - 

;>i W MCimXD - kisme: Sales Taxes: ' pw '■ 

: ■ INCUH)Eb > AH State Surcharges, H - ; • ^ . 

. I INCUHKD - AH Handling Fees. ; • -j. . • ■ "• /• 

Fe «. : if 

'^^;HUEE - One Way Drops Thrbpghoiir.^&da Arid CaiQbrrt 
■ TWEE - Exclusive 15SA DlscpuptVpO^ws Offering! 



3a Arid C^lObiTfe- 
B^.OffeA#$1500 Worth 
insvSh^s, Hotels And Services. 


ilOOFFNexttflre 


USA Rent a Car price pledge: We'i! NEVER be beaten on price. 
If you find a iovver rate we'll BEAT ir. That's guaranteed. 



gsTWsMonth. 

wy .-e •_ v v - - 

WKHTACROSS 


^ We^arfy have top 

* i ~ t'* '- r, .. .... 




SPAIN 

asc 


■209 


VINTAGE SPAIN Country Musas 
wttb poofs bi unspotit anws of 
Cstakinya & Andstuda. 01854 
281431 ATOL . 2787 ACTO 
wwKvIntBoatravaixaiik 

ANDALUCUr Rmo the Costs da la 
Ua » «• Cost* Almrata and tha 
moat cftamWifl wli Ba a ts had v»- 
lagts In brtnan. CBoow from a 
wide range of rural vRte* and 
hotels. hoBdaya ntiomada to 
yaw taste. CsH Simply S^n 
0181 SS5 8823 A8WVI377 ATOL 
1922 AITO 

CATALUNYA- Dtaovsr tha rial 
Catalunya^ thwt tha Pyrames! » 
ttnvBKantflBy of Barerions, dla- 
covnring tfra Nddan charms « 
Dm niowl coast sod rtntartand 
, In between. Private vBss raid 
i Mate n sift otf tastes cooAim 
* urasMttMpartactbasptitaM- 
usy CM Staply Spam 0181 ^ 
9323 ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1822 
AITO 

ANDAUJCtAN HOUNTAIN COT- 

TAQE Sip* 1 - 8 . Baal SHn- OuN- 

By Aacam, Own Pool. 5 mBe* 
S«fb Frtm E175pw W 0 14 * 2 
468063 

ANDALUCIA - OAUCIN. Un*po« 

mountain vaapa. Lovely wtf- 
Moal hMfrpts. ape a/13. M*g- 
cal courtyard*, axntto pdn* 
haatad pool Yr rpranf ewranm. 
VWK*. iowar*. (0171) 720974B. 





Wm 233 7833f 


More Travel 
advertising 
appears dn 
pages 22-25. 


PWSStS 


Gar offer further great savings. 


andftsi^ woooer ( .we reup to 25% lower and 
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Azores 


Caribbean 


DJttCTiSAVE ElOffil 
xWLunsyHoUon 



>iTooa : a -ic'iacvs 


Cyprus 



AAA CUBA/HAm. MSKtHAga 
BracbOlSI 881 3813ATOL242B 


RtrEast 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Thafland, 
Vietnam. HlgMylMbfai tout* and 
By-drtvaa for tmBvtdoato- oiBt 
847 4748 AITO ATOL808 


Af ric a 


SUNVIL DteCOVStY Tha UK* 
wUaat choice of cpac 
drtva. fty-tn & safsHa. 
Botswana, Zknbatwe, Zambia, 
UabraL Dm Cape B MonraMqB* 
Can ora attperta an 0181 232 
9777. or 0181 847 4748 for our 
brochure. AT01B08 


Balearics 


i 


Germany 


Latin. America 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Co»a Men, 
Quttamdm Ecoador, lha Gatopo- 
Boa. M(|h>y nejdWo IndMctual 
tnm and ffydrtvta. Junale 
lodaaa mn mam*. Oisi B47 
4748 WTO ATOLBOe 


Eastern Europe 


Canaries 








Experience the world famous ‘Passion Play 3 

Oberammermu 2000 



I DEPARTING MAY TO SEPTEMBER 2000 


C ombine the superb 
scenery of Anoxia and 
Germany with the 
chance to see the world 
famous ‘Passion Play’ at 
Oberanunergaa on rhic 
fantastic 4-star break. 

THE PASSION PLAY 

In the year 2000 die small town 
of Obera mmergitu , in Bavaria, wffl 
once again host the world famous 
“Passion Play' which it has enacted 
every decade since the year 1634. 
2000 

This is yonr chance to witness ihk 
histaae.eventatthe mm of the 
millennium, with first dass tickets 
for die “Ration Ptay^ and good 
qnalny accommodation in the 
Obnammcrgau area, and Austria. 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE 
COLOUR BROCHURE. 


YOUR HOLIDAY INCLUDES 


fiat dmtkmformc ubcmuiKigia 
‘Panina Ptn' with kadi indtided. 


brakfat and maot meah attaded. 
Ail room Itsw a mite fadBda. 
hdofal etcwwM m KUnAd, Ztfl- 
J&annf ’ntczfdb (broaocc 
mchdeASdtbtBK NttiJtbwtwtin 
CMkndlaHbnicL 
■fiavd hy detate, sir axsCtkari maet 


( )hcn!))in:cr{>iw 2000 

OFFICIAL 
PACKAGES 


9 days from cdj / y y 
CALL NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION 

01709839839 

OR COMPim AND BETURN THE COUPON 
vrasffiutejjtpo 
unneunu-si^ 


LEGES HOUDJ6TS, 

CANKLOW IfiAOOWS, ROTHERHAU S60 2XR 
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22/TRAVEL 



TEL: 0171 293 2222 


OVERSEAS, BROCHURES ‘99 


BUC: 0171 293 250S 


like Off 


like Off 


like Off 



book online at www.go.fly.com 


A 


edlnburgh from £40rtn 


isperihagen/milan from £60rtr 


two more reasons to ©" 

0845 60 54321 fifO 

the new low cost airline from british airways ^^^B 


boiogna/rome/iisbon from £ 7 Ortn 

travel cut and back on a men, tue, wed 
or sat between 11 ian and 10 feb 

stav at least 2 nights- 

✓ o 

book by 23 jan 





Venice £80:tn 
munich £80rtr 


1 


seal, e 


very flight, every cay 




fiV ov 1 i tsb 


stay ai least 2 night 


OVTR 1000 
SELF- C4IEBIJVG 
HOLIDAY 


DISCOVER NEW WAYS TO ENJOY HOLIDAY FRANCE & SPAIN mu 

The new 1999 Holiday Homes in France and Spain is now 
available. Ic features over 1000 self-catering holidays and a 
■j great choice of carefully selected hotels. 

BOOK EARLY AND 

SAVE 20% 

ON THE RENTAL PRICE 

BROCHURES 0990 143 537 RESERVATIONS 0990 360 360 or see your Travel Agent 




Greece 


There are stBl 
bits of Greece 
just waiting to be 
discovered. 


can 


ifcc—r 0 k red 


and on ft* Wands of HaikL 
lama, Crista Corfu zntynaxx, 
Ullredu nodes and Cyprus. 
fSjtiMs from Gstwhfc Mmdmf 
and Gkmow CM fora brodhso. 

0181 785 1234 




TkitA/mam, 
Btdm,Z*ri,Sk*K, 

LpycAaBBiibni« 

Gm&sprivdiit 
QaamgiiBai&ambma, 
(AuueiJUlHitbAeMtB 
*tkaaeiamaalaadCnea 
add* Spend*. 

0181 995 9323 



Annual travel cover 
from £49.95 a year. 


lriomas 

Cook 


r.so t ..i* 


Call us direct on 

0845-600-5454 


owe* u 

JfSew iSSrf »«i '** ^ * r 


L 


I Villa holidays for 
__ "those who want 
co escape the crowds 
in style and comfort, 
fees- feaa.Cmuw 
Znedokb ■ Knm ■ Qm « 5*o« 
Smhcs • Sous • Anon ■ On* 
For a brochure telephone 

0181 588 8118 

bttpV/wwwLvduooA/vflhs/ 
ASTA VJ9SJ ATOL MI MTd 


A QUALITY SELECTION of Inde- 
pendent vIBbs, apart ments and 
smaB hotel*, located In quieter 
areas of Grow*. Stamps. Zafcyn- 
tfna. KefnJonku Loffcas, Pwoa, 
farg* and Grata. For ■ 1999 
Brochure ptaeae csfl 0171 233 
5233 Greek Options Ltd. ATOL 
484S 



HALtCI K ALYMKOS l«®4. 
SPETSES LIP St Srmi TJ.OS 
SAMOS SKOPELOS AL OfUSSO S 
Call Catarina VUaS A AP»im*nI», 
“LfKS2?.Tradra-n-Mo«ra 
ITSAU w OUR «mzwglymj^ f 

rgs&BS&r. 


HLOXENtA tar Giw»-Mee£»pa 
picas. MsHand & uaual Mm- V3- 
taTimd By drfw. Esster,Swwner. 

AtOl 281 7, ABO 01 422 37S9BB 

TOE INDEPENDENT recommonua 

Pure Crete. S/c viltafl e heuaa. 
spring flowsra. bra amaw nfl 
scenery and em pty b eeches. 

01B1 780 0879 Atd 2757 AITO 

CRETE 01B22 630004 ATOL 4597. 

wnUxNmtocraB-cojik 


More Overseas advertising appears on page 21. 



TRANS INDUS LIMITED 

The leading India specialist 
hr qualify boBdsys sffcriag 
' Esconcd group lours 
' Tours for independent travellers 
• ‘bifor-cnade bolides 
' Gnat lecturer own led by 
Lady Wade Gay, MA (Onm) 

Far aur Lues brochure 

Call: 0181 566 2729 
or fax 9181 840 5327 

or write to Trans ludra Limited 
11 The Praancnl. Ifopes Lane. 
Ealing. London W5 4NG /p 
ATOL 3429 ABTA VOTOS^ 



OLV 

V-li'iStCS. 

Luxury Right package, 
Italy's finest - 
AoskVPIa 4* Full 
board, lift Pass. 
Insurance. Huge 
savings) Selected 
dates 10/02/99 was 
£555 now £499. 
Other dates on request call 01623 4563330 



Madeira 

ThttarloftaAlhnfe 

A«pebiriedtafrfA,4Bnd$MlwMfa 

£s3®<!K5w* 

(tapAfe took «d ®tau« Cat# 

Oeii d^tmqnmnn 
PhnMl dufOwshw MA nlg|U 

ulwLai 

wf^MONfaMMri 

ttssewnr 1 

CABMAN HOLIDAYS 


Escape 1o unspoilt Croatia 



Osara lush green 
Islands set In pristine 
wawa Uveas pan of 
the local community a 
anall. picturesque 
tow® and vtfiages 
Croana oUere a 

stunning mix of natural 
and Historic sites, the 
perfect place lor a 
relaxing hofiday. 


Call Dolunay Holidays on 
01452 501978 ATOL4mP 



COUNTY 

DURHAM 

Short Breaks rich tn 
Heritage and scenery. 
Durham Cathedral, North 
Pennines, Beamish. 
Ideal Touring Centre for 
Northumbria. 

FREE HOLIDAY GUIDE 
(Dept ID) 

Teh 0191 383 3354 
(24 horn) @ 


mjfohnd 

*W% 


Farmhouse Holidays 
Setf-Caleiing Cottages 
Caravan Touring 
Horse Rkflng 
Fishing Holidays 
Golfing Holidays 
Short Breaks 



mp-Mm 


Phone now for our new 1999 
colour brochure 
0151 734 5200 

akLcanM9in_bMBki 


VILLA LIFE 


PRESTIGE VILLAS 
IN FRANCE 
ALL WITH POOLS 

OOpi H a CWP Q O O BIJiHI i OnS, 
apwiaculw SunoundnOS 
and superb aocommodtfan 

fentaMaHipoBk. 

Hate you wl And quNSy 
hofidoys at great veto 
prices In Bomeollhs 
tavrarta regions of Francs. 



toatlmduHOtoBam* 
nimto- m on 



Malta 

Experience these tednatof obndi 
A wpebreieoion e!3L4 andSerhoidt 
Scheduled day fahu, 
faraGaiMdt&HMtaw 
Free glide book and dtaxunttad 
dakkav tingle honeymocnet 
Flexible duradons fcom 2-56 i^fits 
Price pledge 
We wwnqt be beaunl 

Voted BolSpeaafal Short »W 
Tow Operator 1 9978,1998 

CADOGAN HOLIDAY? 

. m 24hr BROCHUffi HOTUNEITS 

^®0990171819H 


FRANCE & SPAIN 


mr/.KwiiNKnii 


An altogether 
more civilised start 
to your French or 
Spanish hofiday. 

Fly Superstar Express. 

Soil the Channel's 
finest Cruiseferries. 

From Britain's best- 
connected fenryport. 

0 

For □ brochure call 

0870 9000 212 





The Collection 

Qualty Hoteb n Premier Locations 
A upab sdeaian of 3, 4 ml S tut hotels 
Scheduled day fete; 

fom Ganrick & Heatfuow 
ftee pade bode and dbcouni rand 
DwK dAlrav 4flev Hcneynnras 
Hedbie diuriom born 2-56 nighK 
Price ptebc 
Wewflinoibebeaenl 
VMed Bat SpecbBa Shod Hal 
Tow OpMdw 1997 &199B 

CADOGAN HOLIDAYS 
MM 24hr BROCHURE HOTUNEffwl 

S0990171819® 


up to the Real Greece 



WWr maked Louies, 
Lri^illy coloured Louts. Lot 
days and warn smiles — iLc 
Greece of your dreams w still 
a reality. We Lave traditional 
villas and a par tmen ts in tLe 
cLoranti^ village* of IWt* 
and Stoupa and on the 
island s of Halid, Lcmn. 
Crete, Corfu , ZoLyntLoo, 
LdlniL, Rhodes and Cyprus. 

PLo-o-mvfcr-fcre® 
bnJknre OlSl 783 1934. 



Malta 

Experience there ftidnrtmg Mawfa 
A supob selection of 3, 4 jnd 5 oar hotels 

Free guide book and than card 
Desk dtidnv tinges, honeymooned 
lexfcie duadons from 2-S6 nigh» 

Voted Best Spedafal Shari Haul 
Tow Opmaor 1997 & 1991 

@ 

CADOGAN HOUDAYS 

2_4h- BROCHURE HOTLINE (Fif 

17 18 19ffl 


C.u"os 


XV 


Nine great 
MecBtemsiecn 
Beach dubs 
and fabulous new 
Caribbean Club. 

Free dnghy soing. 
wfcxteurfrig, yacttfig. 
tennis and Kid’s Clubs 
plus watetsking. 

Caribbean fivm £770 
Med from £395 

Ccffl Sunsafl 0 
01705 222 222 



COLOURS 
OF INDIA 

Esafiamfy created jnaneps 
tothtsuBatntoeafy 
R»buis/np TnweCLbC 
Beaches and Badavaters, 
Coasts amfCufiure, 
Temples and Towns. 

TS- OiSl 343 34-iii 

GdHtaacAafsApa 

U«4bW21J. 

ATOL 5136 ® 



Escape to unspoilt Turkey 

Idyllic coastal villages 
Country cottages and villas 
with pools 
Gulet cruising 
Istanbul and Cappadocia 
Two centre and Tailor-made 
Holidays 

Call Dolunay Holidays 

on 01452 501978 n 



ATOL 4845 


IViffi Effj&re Vua'ff see more... Cfioose from 
iircr ’itki .s.-niTu qrmdt SioGudisys to countries; 

Hikes and treks. Wildlife 
Safars, Sea and 
River Journeys, 
Wademess Experiences, 
Cultural Adventures. Tbuxs 
from 8 .days to 4 weeks, price 
from under £400 to over 
£2,000. Millennium 
departures available. 

FUlly bonded AITO/ATOL 2595 

Cuff 01 352 7 1’ 01 00 far vow five caft\ 
uwtiatfa |iyH AUaJjiK cu/l ■ L& t m. ® 





SAVE 
MONEY- 
BOOK DIRECT! 

3BM+ pdvatB owaeis athrartise: 
chataamc, villas A farnrimuses 
many uritb pools, cottages, 
tnoklle homes, apartments, 
hotels, UBs, city breaks. 

All regions of France. 

Call sew tor your trao 356 
page colour directory. @ 


08700 730 730 

Quoting. NH1 31 A 



Active Outdoor 
Hofidays for AH Ages 

* National ferfat, Intfian f junk, Hty 
stare and mure? 

A HA™ KtW hnrashaft iMnig, 
muonnfcwtmnrater rafting and 
siMiferiewing 

A Over •7 | {®roit tetaancs-Tbon 
fnm” days [d 4 weeks aadii?g 

iicoh LSD 

A f nricfng and rntTHim tyii c 

Fbr a tmdwn caQ TrckAmrict ok 


01295 256777 

ht^'y/www.trekaraerica.corn abtavoszs aho 


THE SPORT & CRAFT MANORS 



FREE GOLF ON 3 x 18 GOLF COURSES 



EXCEPTIONAL FAMILY PROGRAMME 



IRELAND 

Lire m JiflLrant bis 

HOLIDAYS 90 

I wli i J » Iwual linwJ* . mrtt and Moth, love fr* Ni^mImt. Coma 
■lav in B&BV sr castle*. Aad i ap eio m c IraluJ’a lamne* avlcoar. i 
’« sv m t r dm cmr- fif oar colour baodsma. oil Crcc aw 

0800 SS 53 00 

hMpV/brl-J I»mIJ. © 



Auitmlia 

Imagine jot ’re on top of Sydney 
HBtowr Bridge, looking out at ttw, 
hreWhtaWng *isw aT ms of the 
mrfcfs mat rihrant dries. 

Or taking a niiset cantei Irek 
Blug an udlas deserted toadL 
Or Jort Borting in the ojBtal ctem- 
walen of Ike Orest Barrier Rec£ 
Images wfaol a lasting effect 
experiences lika ttaae cmld have 
on joa Ihm Q 1 In the reader 
reply cmqxa hr a free copy of nor 
199SV2000 TraveOtre Guide. 
AtutraUa - Jriwwr ttt 
ether •UtefjamnmV © 



^ Tunisia 

SapfafatUatiwi Saped with tbeemtic 

A fupob Ntertian of 3. 4 and 5 star hoteta 

Scheduled day Bkfas. 

ton Catwick & Heatiaow 
free pdde book and dbaxirt card 
Dsfcchitten, singles, heneymoonea 
sable durations tem 2-56 n^K 

Wewttfnaibetacattnt 

Voted tat Spedafat Short Haul 
Tonr Operator 1 997 & 1998 

CADOGAN HOLIDAYS 

Ml 24hr BROCHURE HOTUNE [fa 

S0990 17 18 1911 



UJoymarh specialize in 
uxlking hofidays m €urope 
and North America. 
Bccommadador in 
comfortable hotels infth 
half or fofl board, flights 
and leadership included. 

Phone 

01753 691404 

(14 Noun) for brochure © 
Rra.«4 


Worldwide Tours and Rights 



Whether you are a seasoned 
traveller or a first-timer, we 
can offer you felly escorted 
tours or just flights. 

Our 1999/2000 brochure 
contains new and exciting 
tours to Africa. Latin 
America, Asia and for East 
Request your FREE 
copy now. © 

Ibm 0171 734 1059 
HUM* 0870 6063005 



The highest 
quality escorted 
walking holidays 
in Europe 

01865 315665 


ALTERNATIVE TRAVEL CROUP 

6*-71 Banbtuy RMd. Oxford 0X2 6PE . © 
AflOlOW ' ATOL 2S1S 



Morocco 

APHttkrthilcMH 

’A MJfldj Mf bcM 

Sam. 

Fmiidf'booii ad Akom 
Mti (NUm, ikgkfi hanQtMner 
Hedih dMitaiftafl r^a 

TwrOpMEwlWtlW 

CADOGAN HOUDAYS 


terra firma 

the 



a 


• psofcs • (rates • rafting 

QQ> Gokyo, TttMBL Lariakb 
+ trekking peaks: Mwn 
4 Khwnbu pwfn, St* Kongrt 
■BMwtetaitenmtBM 
+ bHdno: Uwo»KWhnamfei 


bretihure fine anyttma; © 

0181 943 3065 


Nowhere comes close. 

The refreshing alternative for families and 
adults, an the edge of the 
Lake District, 

! with ova- 100 activities 

Including 

the World of Water 

For a brochure, 

call 08705 086 086 

quoting OISOI. 



Nowhere comes dose 





Experience a 
different way 
of life at 
Center Parcs. 

Center Parcs: *Tli» 
perfect combination of 
tranquil forest setting 
and ** T *iTrng IsisurB 
activities. 

CaU:Q870 840 0200 
^ytmrfree 1909 
brochure. (S3 


L - ‘ I 




To receive up to 8 of the brochures featured in the Brochure panel 
please indicate the brochure numbers in the boxes provided below- 


Name 


Address 


Postcode.. 


n. [ 


¥rHE INDEPENDENT 


Please return to; independent on Swwtey. Brochures 1099, 1 UpcoO Avenue, Barnstaple. EX31 ihw. Or tew your request to: QlZn 328422. Coupons to aretve by Tuesday iBBi January ISBB. 
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Cape 
of good 
times 


The south-western tip of Portugal 
/offers an intriguing base to explore 
the Algarve. By James Von Leyden 





•=■' : '.-'.gSr ■■'•■a 

: ;r* 

■•VA-- — ‘ ’ v 


-^5W 




. V !/ .. - ' -c ' 

paw-* « 



5£«5SS 

tcenery an4 -mi-T”* 0 *' 
01 8*. 7&j iSf**, J**n‘ 

CTETEOiezsgxS^-WC 

page 2L I 


*® *•-• Kigsfe ; 

IBWW*..,, . 

w.-der W ef lv ^ in(li ; : 

csr. 5n*r j frj 'jhv Mcr* | 
■C.J-; :r:,.«« Clt ■ 

Ojfl&WKOOtiw^ i 
,; ^!5*ni eev. an( t 
_ l ~-~> » **•«. Ur ' j 

- *yi aroFaEas. 1 

.;.»£«££ 1 

::p - '* O' 

Tii*.: ?!:•:. 73 ; sjjj 

?Sfer.«u£3r:as3«5i 


The highest 
quality esconed 
walking holidays 
in Europe 

01865 315665 
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A t the tip of the Al- 
garve, on the south- 
western extremity of 
continental Europe, 
lies Cabo de Sao 
Vicente. Fhr the Ro- 
mans. this windswept promontory- 
marked the limit of the known world 
It was a sacred spot, the Promon- 
tori urn Sacrum, where the sun sank 
into the ocean each night in a blaz- 
ing fireball. In 1707 the cope marked 
the site of a decisive sea battle be- 
tween Britain and Spain. 

These days, two rather different 
hordes converge on Cape St Vincent. 
From the east, from their high-rise 
apartments in Aibufeira. package 
tourists come to peer over the head- 
Jand and eai hot dogs under the sign 
. “Letze bratwurst vor Amerika". 
From the north come surfers - tat- 
tooed road warriors heading down 
from the beaches ofOdeceixe.Arri- 
fana and Carrapateira. 

Sagres, where the coaches and 
camper vans meet, is a blustery one- 
horse town. Its 15th-century school 


of navigation once attracted carto- 
graphers. mariners and astrono- 
mers Here shipwrights designed the 
ccravcics, the revolutionary three 
sailed ships that took Magellan and 
Vasco da Gama on their voyages of 
exploration to Africa and India. The 
coastline is now protected by a na- 
tional park. Take a walk along the 
difftops and you’ll see peregrines 
swooping around the diff-facc while 
Atlantic rollers pound the rocks. 

TWenty miles north of Sagres 
lies Carrapateira. Hemmed in by- 
sand dunes and buffeted by constant 
northerly winds, the beach nr Carra- 
pateira is one of the most dramatic 
and desolate in Europe. Its bracing 
climate discourages all but a hand 
ful of surfers, walkers and horse 
riders. Around the headland lie 
sheltered coves where you can swim 
and sunbathe. 

Carrapateira is an excellent base 
to explore the hinterland. The 
marshy river valley is home to os- 
prey and herons. You can walk or 
ride up through eucalyptus and 




The beach at Carrapateira is one of the most dramatic - and deserted - in Europe 


chestnut groves into the Surra de 
Monchique. a verdant mountain 
range which forms the northern 
boundary of the Algarve. Along the 
roadside you will sec gnarled cork 
oaks, their trunks stripped and 
daubed with the date of harvesting. 
Although the western Algarve is an 
important centre of cork production, 
it is one or Europe's most deprived 
regions. Tburism has yet to make an 
impact here, although the European 


Union Development FUnd has spon- 
sored a programme of road-building 
in an effort to open up the interior. 

An hour's drive along one such 
road brings you to the spa town of 
Caldas de Monchique. Nestling in a 
ravine of eucalyptus and plane trees, 
Caldas de Monchique has been a 
favoured destination for health seek- 
ers since Roman times. In the 19th 
century wealthy Spaniards came 
here to take the waters. Trails wind 


up from Monchique to Pico de Pi- 
cota, a 770-metre rocky outcrop 
from where you can see Cape St Vin- 
cent, the beaches of the southern 
Algarve and. on an exceptionaily 
clear day, the hills of Spain. 

Getting there: Charter flights op- 
erate from several UK airports to 
Fhro (about 90 minutes’ drive from 
the area), but in winter if may be 
easier to find space on a scheduled 


flight. British Airways <0345 222 11!/ 
flies from Heathrow and currently 
has c World Offer of £16U.S0 for a 
return ticket (including tori. TAP 
Air Portugal (0171-828 0 2CH flies 
daily from Heathrow and is offer- 
ing return fares of £15 7. SO < includ- 
ing tax> for midweek departures. 
While British Midland (0345554554/ 
has two flights a week from East 
Midlands airport and has a return 
fare of £ 118.80 (with tax). 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS 


Jones l 'em Leyden 

Where to stay, it: Carrapateira 
the villa Case Fa in re <ov .'S 1 82 97 
1 23< charges L'5 iter ltd i: T?:c 

Ifiree-stnr.-tioeriMrc Velha 1 00 351 
S2 91 01 20 > i»i Caldas de Mnnekique 
costs around £22 pernigh;jLrat:ciii 
room. Between Mag and October, 
tut the Albergaria Luuedo ou 35 1 
S2 92 2616/ in Cahhisde Monchique 
- it boasts an outdoor swimming 
pool planted with camellia ur.d 
jacaranda 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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TakeOff 


me Off 


me Off 


CURRENT BEST BUYS ON THE WORLD'S FINEST AIRLINES 


TRAILFINDERS & 



■fli '-*20 I 

•-T. 


PLUS DISCOUNTED QUALITY ACCOMMODATION PER ROOM PER NIGHT FROM 


AUSTRALIA £32 • USA EM • AFRICA £39 • PACIFIC £46 ■ ASIA £20 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £21 PK DAY 

CAUL NOW FOB OUR TA1LOBMADE WORLDWIDE OR NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


LOWEST FARES TO AUSTRALIA 
ON BRITISH AIRWAYS & QANTAS 
FROM £549 RETURN 

FOR DEPARTURES 16 APRIL - 30 JUNE 
PLUS AU550 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 


42-50 EA 8 li COUP! ?OAD LONCiOH .-.S :FT 

J J LONGHAUL TRAVEL: 0171-938 3366 

I 9 j rfrCINGTON HIGH STREET IONEON 

™ ^ LONGHAUL TRAVEL: 0171-938 3939 

FIRST A BUSINESS CLASS: 0171-938 3444 

THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 2 1 £ If N 5 INC-TON HIGH S 7 PE ET LONDON V. B 63 D 

TRANSATLANTIC A EUROPEAN: 0171-937 5400 



MS BRITISH AIRWAYS 
P referred Agent 



FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY OF 
THE TRAILFINDER 
MAGAZINE CALL 
0171 938 3366 
ANYTIME 


ATOL 1458 IAEA ASIA 69701 


22 - 2-1 THE PFJOR* QUEEMSV.W BlkMIfJOHV.i B 4 i 6 S 1 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0121-236 1234 

48 COFM STOET BPP..TC135I I HO 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0117-929 90 C 0 

2 M- 2 CU SftUCHIEHALl STPf ET GL*SGC'V. CC 2 EH 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0141-353 2224 
FIRST 8 BUSINESS CLASS: 0141-353 2400 

i-H DE^ISGATE r.i»r;CHESTEf M? .'FF 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0161-839 6969 
FIRST 8 BUSINESS OAS 5 : 0161-839 3434 

7-0 HDIFi PLALC NEWCASTLE rtf ; SIC; 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0191-261 2345 


.-ir-CO'-KHOUlWS : 

S 0990 17 



student & 
youth travel 

www.campustraveI.co.uk 

49 Branches Nationwide 
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ROUND THE WORLD WITH , 



Yovmn 


Co/w 

Amsterdam 37 

Athens 78 

Australia 370 

Cabo 114 

Chicago 117 

Dubfin 37 

Hong Kong 319 

Johurg , 20a 
Los Angeles 140 

Madrid 79 

Nabob! 185 

New York 111 

Paris (Eurostar) 
Prague 78 

Singapore 257 

Tokyo 255 


Low cost student 
£< youth insurance 


37 

69 

78 

149 

370 

638 

114 

192 

117 

169 

37 

59 

219 

309 

208 

299 

140 

244 

79 

99 

185 

289 

111 

159 

- 

65 

78 

139 

257 

335 

255 

485 




Manchester Glasgow 

from from 


Dublin 

from 


Paris 

from 


Brussels 

from 


£68 


, return 
inc. taxes 



£76 A £77 


retain 
inc taxes 


. return 
Inc. taxc 


New Year 
shopper offers. 

Fc- of oi-' jpecisl shopper offers, rontacf . 

y«v.T :r«ve‘ acert or cal: us ;‘oca! rate} c-h • 

0845 6071636 

r-'iorT prices fron Lc-.ndoo Heathrow.-: 

3$. t British Midland 

77? e Airline for Europe 
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PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS 
Conditions apply 


Who lets you 
take as many 
holidays as 
you like... 


Worldwide 

0171 730 Bill 


Eiiropc 

0171 730 3-302 


M. inoticj 

0171 730 21D1 


52 Grosi/enor Gardens, London SVJ1 (opp Victoria o) 


Mjnchuutur 

0161 273 1721 

Dirmirigh jm 

0121 414 1353 


Bristol 

0117 929 2494 

Bri'jHton 

01273 570 226 


Scotia r>d 

0131 663 3303 

CjmSridqv 

01223 324 263 


fvlontrcui 

Toronto 

Ottawa - 

Hol:fa>: 

Vancouver 

Calgary 

edrr.on'on 



52SB2S 




■ INSURANCE BOOKERS ] 


A Division of flightbookers rlt. 

.0870 333 0038. 



m m 


CGU Direct 


Take out our low price 
annual travel insurance 
once, and you’re covered 
for the rest of the year. 
Tell your bou bye-bye. 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AUEJfiCA 
CAH 88 EAN FAflEAST 
MDtXEEAST AFRO 

THRIFT WAT 
TRAVEL LC 

*,.0171 490 1490^ 


NEXUS TRAVEL 



,r:01273 626242 

u 0f OK 7 0 7204973 


NEW YORK 

with united air^ 

FROM £ 1 74 

Pius- tree sightseeing 
voucher v.orlh over S5C. 


Travel by 24 Mar 99. 

Book by 27 Jan 99. Call for full details. 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECT 


F‘el<jm piiw with omor oiHirt*.^ 
including prepaid tin poll rrurt. frTfn 


CAR HIRE • INSURANCE 
HOTELS « AUSTRALIAN VISAS 

0870 7500 140 

Mon-Fri 9om-9pm. So: 9om-5 30pm. Sun 10cm-4 3<3pm 

WE CO FURTHER TO 
FIND THE BEST FLIGHT 





Open 7 days o week. 


City Breaks 


0171 233 7833 1 


'PLY T3YVE- 5 


n pcviHi(t ‘ y 


A SETTER DEAL to Mglun, diy 
breaks. IBglus 8 oar Nra. 1999 
Broehure out now. Lupus Travel 
01 71 306 3000 ATOL 2651 AST A 
AS 1013 

A BETTER DEAL to Austria, (fly a BETTER DEAL to Holland, etty 
breaks. tOflhtf 8 ear hire. 19 M breoto, Writs ft car Mm. 1989 
Broe,,,,rB fSH 10 *- U * p "* 7,ovo ' Brochure out now. Lupua TTarel 
0171 306 3000 ATOL 2 S 51 ABTA 017 T 306 3000 ATOL 2651 ASIA 
A 81 B 13 A 81 B 13 


* STA TRAVEL * 

V/ORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


PLATINUM 



- SeirtrrJ ng - 2 1 1 v* “• 

F'rnLtr. Cep wix a t> -J.X--TD . uinllh^'. ft-iw 

Iho T rmce '“ec* '.pcajt '.bj 1 1 >. 2 Vi -"4 


7T TRAVEL 


Mexico £379 
£179 ! Bagbk 059 j Sydney £525 

LosAnddes £245 ! Capetown £199 1 Auckland £585 


PARIS /BRUSSELS 

£49 


ROUND THE WORLD 

£675 


EUROPE: 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE: 0171 361 6261 0161 SU «*$ 1 Manchester) 

ACCOMMODATION • CAS HIRE - MSUIAtKE AND 0VES1AND TOURS: 0171 361 61» 

r - ----- t-n-m iir-u. 1 .^ 

■ValreLlmh- >IUx % C-refe U».r« 

1*^- • iHlW'U 'i«» • BLpprtWpa ■ T fawt-il 


y Ji I 


J Adventure travel a\d flights at Affordable prices 


—CURRENT BEST BUYS— SPE N c 6 ^ l Y ° F " R 

or* bin ow em a» ‘ rin WINTER SALES 

snsev nis.jjH H0NCkaNG.-mv-.£T» »wsg — nw..nw rnrnimti 

OWNS £T6»_£H5 8AU LUL-fWi CA«IO»Tt....ilM..£W , 7iie 

pram. iJ77...ms swcon ..rno.H» MDocoaiY...n«./no 

aucklam) nev. fsw Cairo Fi5?..m9 bout umbo fjos ../jb 9 tniTiInaB 

MBA £21 5 2*315 SUNG. fliL/IH HAVANA _£2J4..07» fa. £1 99 bin 

MADRAS OW. .£41 5 DUBAI— _£2IS.-£2M 0U10 FJ0i.f4W BBQSEIS 

XAiiMArai. oilman lano kwwio._... _.f !«_.£?« h. £777 RTH 

Ca0Affl0. m ..n7D._£MI SOCH£U£5..JT7l..£447 WWTt»L-„.£U5 .£177 MRirM 

BANGKOK £746—019 NAB0BI n»_£ 26* l05ANGftfS....£2IJ-ril5 

SMjAP0BL_.f 749— £ H S HABAE £277-1479 AGADN £220 , 7 1 , J BT " 

- AROUND THE WORLD - fofmo " drt,fe 

LONDON - BALI - CAIRNS overland te SYDNEY - AUCKLAND - FIJI 

- LOS ANGELES - LONDON £695 “EST 

Wtetbrr you nr hofadzvMg w vnflag home, would IAr ro p> tfcnrn oi nfli t ■uoperr. a PUiuiun, lu.ri 

wroBai mom fflrfa vfa mere dodraiani. Jlalllhr rtghl ptkn to art rou irquarmcim 


STA Travel hx nol ekarge far credil card bsakloji. me dairaarl to at STA TRAVEL 


LONG Hit l 0171 9575122 ihansaiumic t el-ropf:017I- 9572^54 


52 EARLS COURT ROAD, KENSINGTON, LONDON W86E) -* 

OPEN: MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM, SATURDAY 1QAM-2PM umT 


More Italy and Overseas advertising appears on page 25. 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


OVERSEAS 


pm- 0171 293 2505 


TakeOff 


' ' ' 



Edinburgh 
Aberdeen 
Belfast 
Glasgow 
Inverness 
Nia? 

Barcelona 
Amsterdam 
Madrid 
Palma de Mallorca — £39 
Athens — £49 


Geneva 

Zurich- 


£49- 


£49 


.£291 


-Ferns an* jdngfe, indoda airport lax, and ant avaflafaJe 
la Janucay and Mmiary 1999 on t sb rtod ffigfats, : 

injbjait VO UVflMAjt .• :.j 

. • 7- - - . -r-. i 

: : . > - j,-. ; :r ;‘j 

: ■ /-' •’ -.V . -V ’ -..J -rViv/,1 i 

Control London to Luton - ' 

Spaded THAMESLINK Roil Offer £7.90refuni 


TakeOff 






■ :ir • - I. 

rV't.-: •. ■' 


Friwn • • • J 

; -V : From ' 

- Bom • 

tm ; 

£199 

£249 

y TtauOfo* • 

>•-. Boston' v 

. Mtemt * . 


For ibtw.iod ottwritomrlcan Pi^cwlrtctoa^ctf 
DratucDodiCcafl usnow on 

08458444444 

orraattiet yourtravof agairt. . 

Book by3Bth January 


i *mn i«n *on London, wHlaa « BUMi M nous* Mira (me ■ gamy » w ) Uimhi 
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World 

Offers. 
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f 7 M rU f. 1 45 Hr* 
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for tKouSftnds of World O^jpers c*U- 

0345 222111 

or See t|owr Travel Aren’t 
World offers 

BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The world's favourite airline 


Fares are rerum from London and subject to availability and travel periods vary. Includes raxes, correct 
at 2.1 2JJ8. Hotels per person/nt. For details and conditions also see your British Airways Travel Shop 
or book and pay at our Web site; wwvn.britishairways.com 


I llavei as many times 

as you race 


from 


WUh car anmul bare) insurance, 
ym can lake main pi* trips 
throughout the yeu 

lb enrol, call quoting 

Lines are open 7 days. 0800 700 737 

Available to non- Can twcntes 

w ma dc — n f HumnM 


«■ 


Insurance 

Services 


No need to compromise 
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USA 


USA 



M afis pot he naatknd/racaniad. Canto 




More Take Off advertising 
appears on page 23. 


USA 



ntario. Far from still life ohotography. 


Ontario. The perfect blend of action- packed, stylish dries 
and remarkable natural wonders. It is a land of stunning 
contrasts. Toronto, full of vitality culture and hisiory, is 
home to the world's tallest building - the CN Tower - and 


the start of the longest street in the workL The lively dties 
give way to breathtaking countryside, stunning lakes and 
the awe-inspiring spectacles of Niagara Falls and the 
Algonquin Provincial Park - a nature reserve almost the 


size of Wales. In fact, there's so much more to discover 
in Ontario, you'll dream of retaining again and again to 
capture more of iB many and varied wonders. 


All Canada 

TR AVEL^ H OLIDAYS 

For more information, or to 
speak to someone who has 
actually travelled In Ontario call 

0990 434 434 

Quote refc IS1 

Ontario 

www.ontario.co.nk 


France 


Discover lh& 
•* ■«- 

rcedom 


(Perfect for families) 
For the very best choice, 
quality add value take a 
look at our brochure. 
There are 1 15 campsites, 
i brand new- mobile homes 
and 4 bedroom Supertents, 
and only Kejtamp offer a 

free Children's Club on 
every site. 

Call today-fora brochure \ 

0181 395 8565 


From all over the UK, 
to all over the world.. 

FSghts are tram London ! 

Edtatugh am! Glasgow avaftabla (ram turn. ! 
todude afl airport taxes. Fares apply to i 

sutyKttnr 

a2 

tawftai 



Skiing Holidays 


Skiing Holidays 


SKI 


j CHALETS IN FRANCE 

Courchevel • Tignes 
Meribei • Val Thorens 
La Rosiere • La Plagne 
Catered Chalets 



I 15 Jan Courchevel 5275 5325 

i 16 Jan Meribei. Vol Thorens 5275 5325 

1 16 Jan La Rosiere 5245 5295 

15 Jan La Plagne 5275 5323 

23 Jan Courchevel 5345 6395 

23 Jan Val Thorens 5375 6425 

23 Jan Tignes 6375 £425 

23 Jan La Rosiere 6305 5355 

Qfri nil/mnir* For vour brochure call 

oKi uiyrnpic 01709 579999 

AITO ATOL ABTA open Sunday 


SeriousFun 

LES ARCS, VAL DISERE 
Huge Siding. Great Food 
Old Chalet, Small Groups 
Tiny Village 

From £199 

0171 405 1018 


WALKING IN GERMANY . Soil 
QuWad, no ipoupa. Bags trans- 
ferred. 01706 834515 
DISCOVER A DIFFERENT HoKard. 
CornMna cniWng Ks waterway* 
wUti gentle cychi tours, Anglo 
Dutch atom 81 208 280 B 
"FUU. FRONTAL IN FUP FLOPS' 
NMuritf HoMaya at totong nud- 
im resorts worldwide; «-poge 

bredHire iron Peng Trawl Ltd. , 
01 708 471 892 ABTA V3800 ATOL 
0821 1 


CHAMONIX 1671 

LA PLAGNE I d/I 

M ACUGN AGA 17/1 
LATHU1LE 17/1 

ARABBA 17/1 

BANFF HINTS) 23/1 
PENIA DE CANAZB3 M/1 
HEMSEDAL (NORWAY) 34/1 
LAKE LOUISE (CANADA] 27/1 


SOLL 

CHAMONIX 

VALMOREL 

BOROV ETS 

KTTZBUHEL 

LTVIGNO 

PAS DE LA CASA 


30 n 
30 /1 
son 

31/1 

fi a 
7/2 
7/2 


RwR> 

LCW Owlet Red Moonak £259 
BHX CWaBeHePtagnc £289 
LGW 2 Peak Hotel HB £10 
LGW dob Meoble BoOred BB 079 
LGW 2 Peak Hotel BB £10 
MAN 3 Peak Hotel RO £319 
LGW 2 Peak Hotel HB £229 
STN 3 Peak Hotel HB £20 
MAN 3 Peak Hotel RO £349 
LGW Ch* Hotel Theresa £379 
MAN 2Peafc&Crieriag £199 
LGW SetfCwerins £10 
LGW 3 Peak APT/HTL £229 
LGW dab Villa Ftnmner £339 
LGW 2 Peri; Hotel BB £229 
LGW 2 Peak Hotel HB £299 


0990 1 4 1 4 1 4 


More France advertising 
appears on page 21 . 
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I France i la Cans Bradwit Lin I 


0 1 242 240 310 



VFB HoMow IxL |C*OJ ! 
CfefeaiWm GL50 3TB I 
www.wftiholi.co.uli 1 



{*ua|K Irerkire lin 


01242 240 310 


VFB Hnlklenn Ud (ONDJ 
a*to™ GL50 3F8 
wwwulbhob co uk i 


Skiing HoKdays 


MAibd, 

Courchevel, 
Void' hire, 
la Plagne 
& Chamonix, 
Verifier, St Anton 

& Whisderj 
Superb catered 
chalets, tailor-made, 
holidays and excellent 
childcare Jadlides. 

E tSt 9‘>5 9323 

1R_Y»n__fflX,TO MtO 




\ Flint Active Iiaikira liai 1 


07242 240 370 


l«U 

VFB HoDdoyt Ud. |OOS) 
CWwJnm GIA) 
www.vftinoh.co.uk 





^5'.'- ■ ' star ska by the sea. 
BRITTANY DIRECT HOLBAT5 

TEL: 0181 641 6060 

reiwhrtitinydheag>M ABTA V326Z 


>^’99 


rO^Tf SAVE MONEY 
U - BOOK MRECTl 
30004- PRIVATE 
OWNERS ADVSmSE 
VHai a FarmhauMe. many 
wttti pools ■ Chateaux 

Studios ■ Apartments 
, . .jtOM ■ UoW la Homo* 
Breaktaets ■ City Breaks 

All regions al France. 

Cafl now lor your FREE 3S8 
pegs colour directary 

08700 730 730 

quoting NH134Q 


-CalUb^vaud 
. FaS^THOteM ■ 
- Bad A Breaktat 



'nee 

Over 500 VULa. Cottages 
& Farmhouses to choose 
front inthemaadelig 



Fm FREE colour brndhiiee 

08700760760 

QUOTING FH147A 


Special Interest Holidays 



In your 20’s to nud 30’s, looking tor a holiday where 
you can relax without just blobbing on the beach, go 
for a drink without bumping Into the rest of Britain's 
yoof population, and meet people on your 
wavelength without going on a bund data? Than 
Ramblers Oasis World is for you. walking, exploring 
and sightseeing holidays In Europe and beyond. 
Great destinations, amazing prices. 


RAMBLERS OASIS WORLD - DIRECT BROCURE LINE 01707 339039 
Box 43. Welwyn Garden, AL8 6PQ- mm 

Tel: 01 7U7 373988 Fax: 01707 333276 GH 

E-mail: ramhols® cfiaLpipex.com vsom 


DU 


ATOL 1185 


Walking Holiday Specialists 

SHERPA 

For 27 years wa have ottered a comp rehenslre range 
of Himalayan Expeditions, but our most important 
destination Is France! Qur most popular holiday In 
1 998 was to a little known Spailsh Island. 

For detals ot over 100 superb wafting holidays 
worldwide to suit walkers of afl abilities call: 

01815777187 

www-oHerp a wx dMng-hofietayaxo.uk 


TREK 

iftijjjj-ffl From leakind to Africa 
ME 13 Peru to New Zealand 
!U05 Small group trekking 
holidays worldwide 
For anr ■99/MJIlcnnla m brochure 
T«=>D: 07 ZdZ 275 7500 
ILMoB: Hflln1l@9lobQfciPt.co gk 
■ FtawtLU.Chb»Cre»B.numu<S6Mg 



“TYekkirtg Holidays off 
•aimbing the beaten 
-Cultural track with 
Tours the experts 
I “Mountain Biking 

NEPAL 

Tel: 017687 73966 

towwad tetewta nii 


Isle ofWi^it 


CYCLING 

WALKING 


. , Okavango 

JOURS ^SAFARIS 

Simply the best for 
tailored holidays in: 

BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA & MALAWI 
NAMIBIA, UGANDA, 
ZIMBABWE 
SOUTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA, CNDLAN 
OCEAN ISLANDS, 
MADAGASCAR 
Tel: 0181 343 3283 
410. _ . «■* II A 



WIGHT 


Ndfhti. 



VAddt month ah) you cohritfert 

Ara you hdkfybg wfth chfidrm? G 

FREEPHONE 0500 17 |TT« 


NEW 

ENGLAND 



Coastal, 
lakeside and 
in l a nd homes 
ihnmgboat 
— — <* - • -; New England. 
FREE PAGE BROCHURE 

08700 780188(24 Bn) 

Quote Ret A079. 
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NEW ENOLANO Country bouses in 
Vermont 8 oottagaa on Mama 
arete. 01854281431 ATOL 2787 
NEW ENGLAND WW* BOecMon al 
personalty selected houses and 
rtoarta on Capo Cod and In Vsr- 
ntonL Bridgewater Trewal ABTA 
D021B Tel 3161 7078794 


Special Interest 



Spend a week in Stxm B 
Sho*h on As Egyptian Rad 
Sm coeat end our expert 
tnstructcn wB leech you to 
toaaa/BondeotdUentamr 


£3 99 


7HSfTSRL0M 


idwrOow 

tetoMta Ototoiwto nte 

Ftohn todw mneohar Ukat «Mx 

FOR ABpO QfflEE 

<AU 01753 681999 

B*pam 1 aui» ATOL I ASIA V 380 


Corsica 
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gmamnSrelanwi 

Hmto pennto sow 
, 01424 46004 

fe -sssi ^ 


VOYAGES ILOM-aete 
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Escape from 

Avoriaz ... 

An early encounter with a French snowfaoarder prompted 
Stephen Wood to explore further afield. He didn’t regret it 
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i he suggestion by the 

t mayor of fche small re- 
sort of La Bresse, in 
the Vosges, that gend- 
armes should be post- 
ed on ski slopes, made 
the front pages of mam* French 
newspapers last week. In a quiet per- 
iod for news - and high season for 
skiing - mayors of resorts all over 
France were consulted on their 
views (almost unanimously nega- 
tive) of the initiative, which had 
been prompted by four accidents in 
three days at La Bresse, all in- 
volving injuries and all caused by 
snowboarders. 

To keep the story going, Le 
Parisian sent a reporter to Avoriaz, 
in the Portes du Soleil ski area, 
where he conducted a straw* poll 
among skiers on whether the con- 
duct of snowboarders warranted 
police surveillance. He quoted at 
length Clara Deboux, a skieuse 
f pari$ienne “terrorised" by snow- 
r boarders (or surfeurs, as they are 
termed). Safety on the pistes had. 
she said, been reduced by the “new 
race known as surfeurs. They come 
from nowhere, and cut across in 
front of you. They are a permanent 
source of concern.” 

No doubt interviewing a skieuse 
parisienne was more appealing 
than talking to a middle-aged Lond- 
oner staying for the week in Avoriaz. 
But I could have given the reporter 
a better story perhaps with the 
headline “Piste menace claims an- 
other victim". 

My experience of skiing in Avoriaz 
' vas short and bitten 1 set off down 
ie narrow track - crowded with be- 
ginners - which leads to the main lift 
base. Tbwards the bottom, it has the 
added hazard of a pylon right in the 
middle. It was here, about 90 seconds 
afterl had clicked into my bindings, 
that a snowboarder dew into me. 


The pile of snow behind the pylon 
looked like a good launch-pad to him; 

so. hurtling down to its right, he sud- 
denly carved a sharp left-hand turn, 
took off, and executed what would 
hare been a 360-degree mid-air spin 
if I hadn't been minding my own busi- 
ness on the left-hand side of the 
pylon. He made it to about 270 de- 
grees before Landing on me. 

Of course there’s never a gend- 
arme around when you need one and 
I could only explain explicitly what 
he was, in English and then - once 
I had collected myself and my ski 
poles - in French. 

At Avoriaz. it's difficult to recover 
quickly from such a shock, because 
30 per cent of the resort’s clientele 
are snowboarders (thanks tu its 
reputation for having pioneered fac- 
ilities for them>. When the charact- 
eristic swooshing and crunching of 
a snowboarder in your wake causes 
apprehension and anxiety. Avoriaz 
is no place to be. and in my dark 
mood, the drawbacks of the place 
multiplied. It was hellishly crowded, 
fora start (not the resort's fault but 
mine, for going there between 
Christmas and the new year); the 
piste map was the worst I have ever 
come across; and the purpose-built 
mid-Sixties resort, with its jagged, 
timber-faced apartment towers, 
looked as if it had been designed by 
a matchstick-model maker. 

The list of complaints might have 
grown longer, but I did not ski in 
Avoriaz again. Because one of its 
virtues is that it is so easy to leave 
-from Avoriaz it is possible to ski to 
nine of the other resorts in the 
Pbrtes du Soleil area, a great loop 
of skiing, crossing several valleys 
plus the border between Switzerland 
and France, and offering 650km of 
pistes and 212 lifts. 

The commuter traffic within the 
Portes du Soled is predominantly 


made up of skiers heading into 
Avoriaz. which is the highest and 
most snow-sure resort with the 
most challenging siding. But, going 
in the opposite direction, I had a 
choice of destinations. 1 plumped for 
the small, family resort of Les Gets. 

An easy, 25- minute trip by road, 
the journey on skis from Avoriaz to 
Les Gels is one of the most complic- 
ated links in the Portes du Soleil in- 
volving five lifts and one surface 
transfer across Morzine. 

The skiing at Les Gels, split into 
three areas, is much softer than that 
of Avoriaz. But it was just what 1 
wanted: quiet, with short lift queues, 
plenty of room on the pistes, and 
mercifully few snowboarders. On 
the western side of the village is a 
largish, open sld area running down 
from the Mont Chery ridge, on which 
there is a superb Alpine panorama, 
the peaks (including Mont Blanc to 
the south east) all identified on a cir- 
cular orientation tabic. Beyond it a 
red run sweeps down into tiie next 
valley, with a jolly, heavily mogulled 
black piste running alongside. 

Tb the west is the main ski area, 
mainly red runs (including a few 
woodland adventures ) but with some 
nursery* slopes set high above the 
village. Finally, there are the wooded 
slopes beyond the Pleney ridge, from 
which blues and reds run down to 
Morzine. on the route bade to Avoriaz. 

I have reason to be grateful for that 
snowboarding hooligan at Avoriaz: if 
our paths had not crossed, I would 
probably not have skied at Les Gets. 
But I shall be grateful too, if he and 
his buddies are back at school when 
I next venture to Avoriaz. Because 
then HI be able to enjoy its skiing, and 
have a crack at the legendary black 
run. the “Wall" of Chavanette. I do 
prefer to create my own disasters 
rather than have them visited upon 
me by flying snowboarders. 



The village resort of Les Gets offers softer- and less hazardous - skiing than more popular Avoriaz 
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TRAVEL: OVERSEAS, UK 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Activity Holidays 


ACTIVITY 

Pr A: holidays! 

\^A>pR6-18 
OLDS 



Scotland 

gauntry ffiottages 
in ffcodand 

AO od*tark*np fDfleCtnin of 

ScotLnnll &aol ba&b* 

properties CjmJcs and cubed 
nf cirrinH nl chnxto. 
perfect (or i qmci txofcuri 
g M be t inge ui lire dw' 

Fm colour brochure 

Rum 0870 585 1153 

yCOlT. MlUCrtmiomai 




AN otTOLumj c n fl o cti n n of 

sruUMHf* fkjc* hofldiv proper 
Iks CiMka and curassi 
of (omtorr and demon. 
Ipetfca fcriqnlrt bccafcari gufr 
ertaflaf ■brdia*'. 

Sew 0870 585 1133 

QUOTE. S4IQ6(2«toW tmlcei 
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[■CONSULT THE EXPERTS’ I 

L Over 2.000 self-catering 
■ properties in all areas 
I from luxury houses to 
croft cottages. 
ajSf&a Wnie or phase 

33?—. (or brochure 




sup ertud etfp" 
of area value seK catering 
cottage, houses and lodges 
In the hllb and by the wain 
beautiful Dumfries & GjUewjy. 




GJM. 7HOMSON4 CO 

p on* smt Cjb* noma 

rtaa 

556 OUAUTV COTTAGES *n 9* 
prettiest ports erf 

08700725 725 CHS20C 
COTTAGES mnjuflboul SctatMg 
mar beaches. mramtajita.1 ««■ 

•ww.<Bscovur»cortmsdn«tT« 

□teener Scotland 01388 8535S5 

Wonderful Scstteh Cottage*. 

colour Drocftura. naw 

01756 702213 , 

SCOTLAND 4 00 oatUg" 
locaBonc. Phono SIMM* 
for cototk broehura: 01271 


Devon & Cornwall 




hanst*tvkaondquhiy 

Itnbamnful 



$ng£sb&ountry 

f§ottages 

An uarmlnl dHMCr ilmughoin 
Cdnml Firr4Mfi«r 
cuFuor brochure. 



FOWEV/POLRUAN. Cftamtmg 
waterside cotngoa. Suporb 
views. Central healing. Dtnghkn 
BvatebM. Pots welcome. 01579 
344667 


Dorset 


Superb Dorset Cottages. Free 
1999 fuB cotour brochure. Phone 
nowll 01756 702204. 

COASTGUARD COTTAGE Bet. 
Abbotsbury. Swanary A Wey- 
mouth. Overlooking Fleet Bfcd 
Reserve. Lovely wafca, 3 night 
breaks trem Cioa Weeks C1B0- 
C400 C/H & Boon Inc. Broehura 
01305770995. 

Dorset Co eetel Cotta g es. Otcl. 
cosy, much loved. Short breaks 
from ET20. Tot (01305)658968 

UTUE REGIS A W. DORSET 80 
plus. ETB inspected S/Cemrlng 
houses, cottages A Rets. 01297 
443363 


East Anglia 


Norfcrfk/SufWM host 4c Cot 
leges, ftee 190 pegs 1999 colour 
brochure. 01750 7D220S. 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BRfTAUTS BEST Sell Drkm narrow- 
bom hoMeys. WWoet choice. 9 
beans, Batfhhem very weteomo. 
OT906 010097 

Award wtraSnfl TOurtM SJnapoctod 
narowbootB. OlZt 4452909 
BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY*. Surrey/ 
Homs. Lux boats. (01256) 
703001- 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
glaa country houses experience, 
nr LiKSOM DBAS: £90. 3 days 
BAB £60- Cot Broch: 01564 
823209 


Sussex 


BRICKWAU, HOTEL Nr Beale, 
Tbdor Manor (a boetofrirf vBege. 
2 nor £96 ine < PMHM ttwee 3 1 
AAA RAC. 0143* 8702S3 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


HoJklav n 

Cottles 

ynWteSif^YvtGaad. 
Ho«t. PMC & Lite Dtttki 
0or2B0ooratfanBasgHlRtB 

artwaloriwtOj 


0 (91756)788872 


VbrUhbo Oates W elcome Cm- 
ages. Fmo 1999 fuB ctrfovr 
mSiiRb 01756 7QS209. 

YORK- Heworti Cetet HaaL 3 days 
midweek A LoCarte break £96. 
01904 42515a 




Cornish 
Traditional 
Cottages 

SdfOKRBg eauga an both 
caeus of Cornwall rod qq Solly 

For yoor FREE brochure 
PHONE 

01208 821666 


Wonderful Comiah Ceoegea. I99B 
beet over fuB colour broehura. 
01 7S6 702201. 

FOWEV/POLRUAN Charming 
waterside cottages. Superb 
views. Central hoofing. Dinghies 
available. Pets welcome. 01579 
344867 

CORNWALL A DEVON 300 Cot- 
tages throughout 01752 98071 1. 

QusBty Devon s/c cottages. Free 
1999 tus colour broctaim. Phone 
nowil 01756 702203 

THE LARGEST CHOICE of cot- 
tages m one brochure 08700725 
72SCHK20D 

320 QUALITY COTTAGES In the 
prettiest ports of Devon 08700 
72S 725 CHV20C 

LOVE1Y PROPERTIES Coastal and 
rural Tel 01548 560964 


Cotswolds 


150 OUAUTV COTTAGES in mo 
preakM parts efCotamtids 08700 
725 725 CHC2QC 

CotwoWs Wei corns cottages. 
1999 hrfl colour broehura. Phone 
noeril 01756 702212. 


Ireland 


Ireland's 

mat tBJtaam * mao mac 
Cai. Kory den. fiflAus Caeranm 


nsmiBB 

Fmerald 

C ottage Holidays 
TCI; 0870444 1 200 


STEAL AWAY AND HIDE from the 
woittf. Cashel House HoieL Con- 
n enters. Co. Gslwsy. Tat 
(0036385)31001. Fax 31007. 
SHAMROCK COTTAGES. 286 
Belad indhrfduol cottages In 
noperb locations. Dtx tares. 
AiTO. Colour Brochure. 01823 
881060 . www^hainrockcoi- 

fQri rciiii 

IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 1999 
brochure out now. Choose tram 
over 200 iMBMtal cottages. Also 
touring, boating end hone drawn 

caravan#. For your Itm brochure 
CSl 01502 560088 (24 tal 
IRELAND- 300 cottaom in great 
locat i ons. Phono STILLWELL'S 
for colour brochure: 01271 


RENT AN mSH COTTAGE 110 
cottages In 12 superb locations. 
Tat 0 0 353 6141 1109 tar 
brochure 


Hie Lake District 


Overseas Travel 


Enjoy the Imperial Highlights of 

Prague, Vienna 


Departing May to October J9W 


r his new tour for 1999 takes 
us to three of the most 
elegant and fascinating 
cities you can imagine, 
and is sure to bare 
something for everyone ! 


THIS SUPERB HOLIDAY FEATURES 


I FREE local departures from 
over 300 pick-up points In 
England and wales, on British 
coaches with air 
conditioning, reclining seats* 
on board toilet/washroom 
and drinks machine. 

I For your convenience, 
comfortable en- route hotel 
stays in Belgium so no 
overnight continental 
traveL 

1 6 nights in the Prague, 
Budapest and Vienna areas 
with half board. All 
bedrooms have private 
facilities. 

I Included half-day 
guided sightseeing 
walking tour of Prague 

I Included full-day visit to 
Budapest 

I Included full-day visit to 
Vienna 





CALL NOW ! 

FOR YOUR FREE 84 PAGE 
COLOUR BROCHURE! 



Discover Legefs 
legendary value-for- 
money.Over 90 superb 
holidays to 15 countries 
Including short breaks 
Lakes & Mountains, 
Disneyland* Paris. 
Battlefield Tours and 
much more... 




9 839 839 

,00pm • SUN 10,00am-4.00pm 

LEGER HOLIDAYS 


Special Interest Holidays 


Special Interest Holidays 


FROM A TO M ON TO N.Z, 


From Austria to Morocco and on to New Zealand via all the interesting places that 
span the globe! Join one of our friendly led walking parties - each graded to suit 
your ability - and see our wonderful world close at hand. From sightseeing on foot 
in cities, day rambles through enjoyable countryside to challenging walking in the 
hills and mountains, there is something for everyone. 

RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS: 24 hour brochure line: 01707 339039 

2 Church Rd (Box 43), Welwyn Garden. ALB 6PQ 

Tel: 01 707 331133 Fax: 01707 333Z76 E-mail: ramhois@dlal.pipex.com 


|VW 4 l 

Established IMS 


4,128 > 

In-depth 

Discoveries 

Discover the heart of 
France. Italy. Europe and 
the Med on foot, by bike 
or in a canoe, with your 
bags moved for you. 
Warm, friendly hoteb. fine 
regional food and wines, 
unexpected pleasures. 
For a totally new Und of 
holiday experience, 
phene now for 156-page 
fufl colour brochure. 

01606 813 337 

V *no Aim. 24« 



MEXICO 

C R AMVrMiJC CLC* £H LA'TS AxsAXa 


PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS OF YOUR IMPERIAL HIGHLIGHTS HOLIDAY 


APARTMENTS ANO COTTAGES 
Bowteae AmMoaWe nool south 

lafceo. Tburist Boon! coRmnded. 

Boenese HoBdoys 0161 766 3696 

BOOH ESKDALE. Award wtflntag 

character cottages In Loketands 

biota vafc» 01242 679600 


Northumbria 


BAUtffiGH HoHoy houoo. Sips 12. 
Overlooking caste. 0i9i 232 
8058, ttayffcne. 


The Peak District 


THE LARGEST CHOICE of cot- 
tagos ki one brachwe 06700 725 
7Z5CHP20D 


West Country 


f HELPFUL HOLIDAYS 

for taka country refl - caMng 
Hi«c wnnyet *»r«uon 

houe. even iton. 

Ail TTwllr MOM 4 km rated 
Cetaor Brocbure 

01647 435535 

rax cteweiXMU.iKtatP 

UAaL4i 


FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 500 
beat va lue coa egea In Devon 
611271)376322 


Italy 


LA BELLA TOSCANA Veiy Special 
lannhset, vtaaa & apu In & 
around endwtkig ewtaevta San 
G terf yn o be hra en Fkvenee A 
Siena - 1D99 Broth. 6181 422 
8218 mibi WaMaaeamStaUI 
APULIA/ CALABRIA SlcJiy. AmW. 
Santaila. Otacovef the wonderful 
■ouh, vnas, tetms, («ta, rwuls. 
long Itsvef 01694 722193 ATOL 
VENICE. Venetian Apartments hoc 
a wonderful range ta pmraie 
ap n awn a to let Also Florence. 
Rome, Verona. Veneto. Tel 0101 
878 1130. Fta< CH B1 878 0882 

hOptfAveiKwilcs-refOBiBAoni 


BRIDGEWATER^ kfyCc Italy. 28 
yosia experience coasByakto to 
coast The complete selection, 
private vtaos, farmhouses, cas- 
tius. n partmants and hotels. Tus- 
cany, Uirferie. Lake Gents, Romo. 
ABTA D02191W 0161 707 8795. 
Htp://wvrw.brldgewBtor- 
tra wUojA 

A BETTER DEAL to holy, dty 
breaks, flights & cor hire 1999 
Brochure out non. Lupus Travel 
0171 3063000 ATOL 2551 ABTA 
A81B13 

COUNTRYSIDE Villa steeps 6. 
Between Rome & Naples Tel: 
D187SB160K 
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Railfair'99 

biJire 1999 the GoSomo Sate 
Railway Museum presents 
'Raiffair'. This impressive 
gaBwtng of steam and steel aB 
be one ot the wortd's largest 
most elaborate railroad 
coietiratioM Join one of our 
speoal USA Rtat Tbun wttich 
indudes thh eudtiog event. 


11 day tour from £945 


Call for a brochure 

01753681999 

Eoknre TwsATTX / affix VJNI 


Italy 


J Triiditiaaaljanabaosn }— i 
| rilUn and apartments i 
i in Itafri jtfetticit rtgiwu. I 
'■ RtH ctkcmi BXOCHmf %tsr. I 
| 08700780 IM quote i i;i ' 
V^CANZE IN fTALiA 
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worldwide 

A unique selection of small group exploratory 
holidays from the UK's leading 
adventure tom company. 

Rambles, Hikes & Treks - Alps, Picas, Sierra Nevada, 
Peloponnese, Cappadocia, Atlas, Kilimanjaro, Himalayas, 
Tien Shan, Rockies, Sierra Mad re, Andes. 

Wildlife Safaris - Kenya, Tanzania, Botswana, 
Zimbabwe, Ghana, South .Africa, Madagascar, India, 
Nepal, Borneo, Canada, Costa Rica, Galapagos. 

Rher Journeys & Sea Treks - Dordogne, Aegean, 

NQe, Niger. Okavango, Ganges, Yangtse, East Indies, 
Amazon, Orinoco, Chilean Fjords, South Pacific. 

Lost Cities & Andeat Worlds - Delphi. Luxor, Petra, 
Fersepolis, Carthage, Timbuktu, Samarkand, Xian, 
Angkor, Chichen Itza.Tikal, Machu Picchu. 

Choose from over 200 tours in 96 countries. 
Tours from 8 days to 4 weeks. 

Prices from under £400 to <nvr£2000. 

call 01252 760 100 for 

your free copy of our colour brochure 

Ejptoir VVoiWiridclINKAklcrshot CUM 1LQ 
u-wMjapiMexauk Fufiy beaded AiTU/ATOL Z595 


Italy 


Cycling or 
Walking 

See the great an treasures 
of Tuscany and Umhna. 

plus a myriad of lea. 
obvious delights hidden 
down Tuscan lanes and 
tucked away in Umbrian 
hill tillages. Dumcierful 
hoteU. greet food. 

bags moved. 

Ring now for voor 
1999 coloor brochure 


01606813340 

A itaLm 


SARDINIA wCh Voyagea liana, an 
btand of stunning beaches and 
tovriy scenery. Our magnH fc ani 
new '89 brechuru has a arfda 
choice of private vfilas. apan- 
raera. hotela, sfanpla and ttahm 
0800 7B3 9025 AfctfAttrf 


imalaya 

Central/South 

America 


Africa 

South cast 

Asia 

India 


5®?BmiydiaiH!ciikiJbrtidwmfceturai9lhehfU i 

[adwnmrehtfdjpswiatefamspeaiWracpMas^ 

lltail ^ 01375-858956 % 

fell tabacaasEKijefaKsoi 

P Barama /gfo ktoi aw? 


SUNVtL DISCOVERY Fladbte ffy- 

artves to Tuscany & Umbria. 

Character BB ocsori. Plus Sicily, 

La* os. CIttea. 0181 847 4746 

ATTOAlYXSOB 


A TASTE OF TUSCANY Vnas. cot- 
tagaa end apartments. For 
brochuiea can IbaoMnade Tbura 

on 0181 291 1460 


| More UK Travel appears in the News section. 
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New Films 


THE TNPFPFNPF Mrr RECOMMENDS 
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UTTLE VOICE (15) 

Director Mark Herman 
Starring: Jane Harrocks. Michael Caine 
Holed iq> in her bedroom, timid North Country 
sparrow LV (Jane Horrocks) perfects strident 
Shirley Bassey/Judy Garland Impersonations, 
then foils in with Michael Caine's impresario: a 
low-rent, Bermuda-shirted huckster Where Mark 
Herman’s last film. Brassed Off, was a whole and 
solid effort. Little Voice proves altogether 
more bitty and piecemeal. Bracing black comedy, 
Harnx&s’s vocal pyrotechnics, plus a marvellously 
weighted turn from the rejuvenated Caine 
push it through to the final curtain. 
Countrywide 


PSYCHO (15) 

Director: Gus Van Sant 
Starring: Vince Vaughn, Anne Heche 
Homage or sacrilege? Whichever camp you 
foil into, Gus Vant Sant’s shot-by-shot Psycho 
reconstruction is a bizarre undertaking. Hefty 
Vince Vaughn stands in for twitcfay Anthony 
Bakins, Anne Heche tor Janet Leigh, and Julianne 
Moore fbrVfera Miles. In the meantime. Van Sant 
simply runs through a karaoke cover-version of 
the Hitchcock classic. File this one under “White 
Elephants”. 

Countrywide 


the three Best Films 


THE THREE BEST PLAYS 


K (15) 

Director Darren Aronofsky 
Starring: Sean Gullette, Mark Margolis 
Aronofsky's pungent debut idles in a kind of ante- 
roam between maths lesson and art class, as Sean 
GuHette’s New York number-cruncher ponders a 
numerical code behind the holy Hebrew texts. 
What sustains 7U is the pure-blood ingenuity of 
its central conceit, its ongoing “mathematics is 
the language of nature" mantra. It all adds up. 
Limited release 


THE SIEGE 115) 

Director Edward Zwick 
Starring: Denzel Washington, Bruce Willis 
A rare Hollywood attempt to get to grips with 
contemporary geopolitics. The Siege winds up a 
hqpeiessty fin ge rs-and- thumba affair tfh» mmmai 
hook (Muslim terrorist bombing in New Tfork) gets 
draped with all manner of garbled goings-on as 
Denzel Washington's FBI man rubs shoulders with 
Bruce Willis's gung-ho army renegade. 
Countrywide 



The Acid House (1 8} 

A trio of interrelated shorn [left) culled from 
the stories of Irvine Welsh. Debut director Haul 
McGirigan turns this into a bit of a triumph, 
adapting bis style well to the shifting landscape 
of Welsh’s tales. A cracker, all told. 


Arabian Nights 

The Young Vic 

Another rich Young Vic Christmas feast 
(righi) attaches jump-leads to the avid 
audience's imagination. To 23 Jan 


Mulan (U) 

In Disney's animated tale, a girl disguises herself 
as a soldier to spate her ailing father bom certain 
death in combat This movie has it all, and is one 
of the most visually innovative films that Disney' 
has ever made. 


Just Not Fair 

Birmingham Rep 
Moving account by Jim Robinson of IS 
veaxs’ wrongful imprisonment of the 
Bridgewater Four. Will be performed in 
rep with WHdes equivalent prison 
testament De Profundis. To 30 Jan 



Out of Sight (1 5) 

Steven Soderbergh's tale of love on opposite sides of the law- knocks spots off 
previous Elmore Leonard adaptations, and boasts in Jennifer Lopez and 
George Clooney the swooniest cinematic pairing of the year. 


Present Laughter 

West Yorkshire Playhouse w,.«™.ninin « 

Ian McKellen dons the Noel Coward dressing-gown and gives a scuiullal g, 
hiah-energy performance in this enjoyable production. 7o — an 


Xan brooks and Anthony Quinn 


Paul Taylor 


Xan Brooks 


General Release 


THE ACID HOUSE (18) 

See The Independent Recommends , above. 


ANTZ (PG) 

Surely the most unlikely Yfoodjy Men movie we will ever 
see. The nerd icon allegedly re-wrote the bulk of his 
dialogue to provide the voice of worker-ant ' t 2T who foils 
in iove with the regal Princess Bala (Sharon Stone). 


DANCING AT LUGHNASA (PG) 

This Ireland-set saga is given a backbone by Meryl 
Streep’s regal performance. 


ELIZABETH (15) 

In his follow-up to Bandit Queen, Shekhar Kapur 
largely neglects the opportunities for fun in a stray 
of independence trium phing over cruelty. 


THE MIGHTY (PG) 

Peter Chelsom's film is a tale of two outcast kids in 
a storybook Cincinnati. Stolid and a tad predictable, 
though there's a gfimmer of soul showing through. 


THE PARENT TRAP (PG) 

The Parent Trap catches Disney re-heating its 1961 
heart-warmer into a spry, cross-cultural caper. 


Francois Ozon takes abundant pleasure in 
dismantling a standard nuclear family. 


MULAN (U) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 


THE PHILADELPHIA STORY (U) 

Sublime cinema. George Cukor’s movie has a strange 
and melancholy heart and Katherine Hepburn's 
unsatisfied heiress sheds real tears. 


STAR TREK: INSURRECTION (PG) 

A belated Christmas gift for Trekkies the land 
over, fnsurreefion hits the cinemas stuffed with 
in- the- know gags and is wrapped up in more 
corabaU romance than we’re used to. 


THE APPLE (SIB) (PG) 

Seventeen-year-old Samirah Makhmalbaf’s 
precocious debut stages a true-life recreation of 
the fortunes of Iran's Naderi sisters. This is a 
hmnpo us nnsa vB from abur geoning Iranian fihp scene. 


THE EXORCIST (2STH ANNIVERSARY 
RERELEASE) (18) 

Pulled into the light, Friedkin’s seminal horror is still 
efficiently terrifying. 


BABE: PIG IN THE CITY (U) 

In the follow-up to Babe; the hapless “sheep-pig” finds 
himself looking after strays in the city. Knockabout 
comedy is kept to a minimum in favour of a bleak 
animatronic fairytale. 


LOCK, STOCK AND TWO SMOKING 
BARRELS (18) 

lAck,Sto<± and Two Smoking Barrelsispeopledby 
thugs, both amateur and professional Young Eddy 
foils into the former category, but Hatchet Harry to 
whom he owes £300,000, is a dangerous old-school pra 


MY NAME IS JOE (15) 

Ken Loach's soGd social-realist drama tells the 
tale of Joe (Peter Mullan), a recovering alcoholic 
torn between his old life and his new (a romance 
with Louise Goodafl’s health visitor). My Name is 
Joe briffiantiy spotlights the thwarted ambitions of 
a Britain caught below the poverty line. 


THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (ID 

Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged his cartoon life of Moses, 
“painted by Claude Monet and photographed by David 
Lean”. 


THE BOYS (18) 

Out of jail after serving time for GBH, oldest “boy” 
Brett Sprague (David Wenham) moves back into his 
mum’s drab suburban home. Potent, predatory stuff. 


THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 

This gaudy swashbuckler gallops fail-speed through 
19th-century California in the company of Antonio 
Banderas's authenticalty Hispanic do-goodec 


THE NEGOTIATOR (15) 

Samuel L Jackson and Kevin Spacey go head to 
head in F Gary Gray’s thrilling drama. The script 
has a predilection for swearing that sounds quite 
uneasy in the mouths of such articulate, rhetorical 
performers. 


RONIN (15) 

John Fr ankenherme r's 40 years as a feature director 
lend an air of frnarfaprg d resignation to this tired 
espionage thriller about a gang of mercenaries. 


RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackie ( Than and Chris Hicker star in (irk action movie 
which has been a big box-office hit 


TO HAVE AND HAVE NOT (PG) 

This movie has come to be more highly regarded for 
its history than its narrative content Conceived as 
a Casablanca cash-in. and adapted from what Hawks 
r eck oned to be Hemingway’s worst novel, this 
wartime drama is credited with getting Bogart (then 
an unha ppily married megastar) together with 19- 
year-old Bacall The taut proficient plot has BogarFs 
Martinique-based skipper sandwiched between the 
Vichy government and the Free French resistance. _ 
Hawks directs with a pointed, easy grace. 


OUT OF SIGHT (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 


SITCOM (18) 

In this scattergun satire of middle-class mores. 


WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (15) 

Robin Williams perfects alopsided simper as the dead 
chappie who lights out to a cod-impressionist heaven, 
before jetting off to rescue his sinddehride. 


Cinema 


COUNTRYWIDE 


LONSDALE CINEMAS (01228-514654): 
Godzilla (PG): Enemy of the State 
(1 5); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): An tz 
(PG) . The Mask of Zorro (PG) . The Prince 
of Egypt (U): The Siege (1 5): Titanic (12) 


GLASGOW 

ABC CLARKSTON ROAD (0141-637 
2641); Star Ttek: Insurrection (PG): Psy- 
cho (IS): Enemy of the State (15): The 
Parent Trap (PG); The Prince of Egypt (U) 


KILMARNOCK 

ABC (01 563-525234): The Parent Trap 
(PG); The Prince of Egypt (U): Psycho 
(15): Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): 
Enemy of the State (15) 


CINECITY (0161-445 3131): The Prince 
of Egypt (U): Enemy of the State (1 5): 
Star Trek: Insurrection (PG) 


ABERDEEN 

ODEON (08705-050007); Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG): The Mask of Zone 
(PG); Psycho (15): The Siege (15): 
Enemy of the State (1 5): Little Voice 
(1 5): The Prince of Egypt (U) 


VIRGIN CINEMA (0541-202050): 
The Mask of Zone (PG): Rush Hour (1 5); 


The Mask of Zone (PG): Rush Hour (1 5); 
Psycho (1 5): Scar Trek: Insurrection (PG); 
Enemy of the State (15): The Prince of 
Egypt (U); Little Voice (15): The Add 
House (18); Babe: Pig in the City (U): 
Antz (PG); The Parent Trap (PG): 
The Siege (15); What Dreams May 
Come (1 5) 


CLYDEBANK 

UC! (0990-888990): The Mask of 
Zorro (PG): The Siege (15): My Name 
is Joe (15): Babe: Pig in the City (U): 
The Parent Trap (PG): The Prince of 
Egypt (U); The Soldier (Aslan Rim) (NQ; 
Uttie VOke (15): The Add House (18): 
What Dreams May Come (15): Psycho 
(15): Mulan (U); Ever After (PG): Rush 
Hour ( 1 5): Antz (PG): Enemy of the State 
(15); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG) 


ABC SAUCHEHALL ST (0141-332 1592); 
The Siege (1 5): Star Trek: Insurrection 
(PG): Babe: Pig in the City (U): Psycho 
(1 5); What Dreams May Come (1 5): The 
Prince of Egypt (U) 


ODEON KILMARNOCK (08705-050007): 
Babe: Pig in the City (U); The Add House 
(18): Mulan (U); Rush Hour (15): The 
Mask of Zorro (PG): Enemy of the State 
(15): Little Voice (15): A Goofy Movie 


ODEON (08705-050007): The Mask of 
Zorro (PG); The Parent Trap (PG): 
Psycho (15); Little Voice (15): Enemy 
of the State (15): Out of Sight (* 5;: The 
Siege (15): Star Tde Insurrection (PG): 
The Prince of Egypt (U) 


SHEFFIELD 

ODEON (08705-050007); Psycho (1 5): 
Star Trek: Insurrection (TC): Babe: Pig 
in the Gey (U): Enemy of the State (1 5): 
Little Voice (15): The Prince of Egypt 
(U): The Mask of Zorro (PG): The Par- 
ent Trap (PG): Out oF Sight (15): What 
Dreams May Come (T 5): Rush Hour (1 5); 
The Siege (15): Blade (18); Antz (PG) 


WARNER VILLAGE (01904-691094); 
The Parent Trap (PG): The Siege (15): 
Psycho (1 5): Star hek: Insurrection (PG); 
What Dreams May Come (15): The 
Prince of Egypt (U); Babe: Pig in the 
City (U); Enemy of die State (15); Small 
Soldiers (PG): Rush Hour (1 5): Antz (PG): 
James and the Giant Peach (U); Uttie 
Voice (15). The Mask of Zorro (PG) 


THE BOMBAY CINEMA (0141-419 
0722); Kudrat (PG): Kuch Kuch Hota 
Hai (PG) 


IV); Psycho (15): The Siege (15): 
The Parent Trap (PG): Star Trek: Insur- 
rection (PG): The Prince of Egypt (U) 


BIRMINGHAM 

MAC (0121-440 3B38); Henry Fool 
(18): My Name Is Joe (15): Character 
(Karakter) (15) 


COVENTRY 

ODEON (08705-050007): Sliding Doors 
(1 5): Enemy of die State (1 5): Psycho (1 5); 
The Rnent "Bap (PG): iVUan (U): Amz (PG): 
The Siege (15); ShrTek: Insurrection (PG); 
The Prince of Egypt (U); Babe: Pig in the 
Gty (U): Uttie Voice (15) 


CALEDONIAN GROSVENOR (0141-339 
4298); Small Soldiers (PG): Psycho 
(15): The Parent Trap (PG); Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG) 


ODEON (08705-050007); The Siege (15): 
Psycho (15); Enemy of the State (15); 
The Mask of Zorro (PG); The taent Dap 
(PG): Uttie Voice (15): The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Star Trek: Insurrection (PG) 


LEEDS 

ABC CINEMA (0113-245 2665); Rush 
Hour ( 1 5): Babe: Pig In Che Gty (U): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Psycho (15): Star 
Ttek: Insurrection (PG): Antz (PG) 


COTTAGE ROAD CINEMA (0113-230 
2562): Ucde Voice (1 5): The Parent Trap 
(PG); Babe: Pig In the Gty (U) 


ODEON (08705-050007); Rush Hour 
(15); Antz (PG): Mulan (U); Uttie 
Voice (15): Enemy of the State (15); 
The Exorcist (25th Anniversary Rerelease) 
(18); The Mask oF Zorro (PG); 
What Dreams May Come (15); Psycho 
(15); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG); 
The Parent Trap IPG); The Siege (15); 
The Prince of Egypt (U) 


ARCADIAN CENTRE VIRGIN CINEMA 

(0541 -555177): The Mask of Zorro (PG): 

The Siege (15): Antz (PG); Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG): Enemy of the 
State (15); The Prince of Egypt (U); 
The Parent Trap (PG): Psycho (15); 
Rush Hour (15); Utde Voice (15): What 
Dreams May Come (1 5) 


DERBY 

Ua 10 (0990-888990): Star Kid (PG); 
Scar Trek: Insurrection (PG): Babe: Pig 
in the City (U); The Parent Trap (PG): 
Antz (PG): Elizabeth (15): Enemy of the 
State (15): Psycho (15); Mulan (U); 
The Siege (15): The Prince of Egypt (U): 
The Mask of Zorro (PG): What Dreams 
May Come (15): Small Soldiers (PG): 
Uttie Voice (15): Ddi Sajake Rakhna 
(NQ: Rush Hour (1 5) 


SPRINGFIELD QUAY (08705-050007); 
The Add House (1 8): The Mighty (PG); 
The Prince of Egypt (U); My Name is 
Joe (15); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG); 
The Parent Trap (PG); Psycho (15); What 
Dreams May Come (1 5); Enemy of the 
State (15); The Mask of Zorro (PG); 
Uttie Voice (15); Babe: Pig in the Gty 
(U): Out of Sight (1 5): Rush Hour (1 5): 
The Siege (15); Small Soldiers (PG) 


HYDE PARK (0113-275 2045): Slums 
of Beverly HRb (15); Funny Games (18); 
Vertigo (PG) 


UG TRAP FORD CENTRE (0870-603 
4567); The Prince of Egypt (U): Antz 
(PG); Lock, Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels (18): Saving Private Ryan (15); 
Psycho (15): Wajood (PG): Kuch Kuch 
Hota Hai (PG); Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); 
Blade (13): Jhoole Bole Kauwa Kaate 
(NC); The Mighty (PG): Elizabeth (15): 
Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): Mulan (U): 
Small Soldiers (PG): Dil To Pagal Hai 
(PG1: Kudrat (PG); Enemy of the State 
(15): The Siege (15); The Parent Trap 
(PG); The Mask of Zorro (PG); Rush Hour 
(15); Out of Sight (15); Uttie Voice (15): 
There's Something About Mary (15): 
What Dreams May Come ( 1 5) 


Ua CRYSTAL PEAKS 1 0 (0990-888990): 
Rush Hour (15); Antz (PG); Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG); Psycho (15); What 
Dreams May Come (15); The Siege (15); 
Uttie VUce(1 5); Jhoole Bole Kauwa Kaate 
(NQ; Babe: Pig m the Gty (U): The Prince 
of Egypt (U): The Parent Trap (PG); 
Mulan (U): Small Soldiers (PG): The Mask 
of Zorro (PG); Enemy of the State (1 5) 


Cinema 

Repertory' 


LOUNGE (01 1 3-230 2562); The Prince 
of Egypt (U); Star ’Bek: Insurrection (PG) 


DONCASTER 

ODEON (08705-050007); The Parent 
Trap (PG); The Prince of Egypt (U): 
Mulan (U); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG); 
The Sege ( 1 5); Enemy of the State ( 1 5); 
Titanic (12) 


VIRGIN FORGE PARKHEAD (0541- 
555136): The Prince of Egypt (U); 
Psycho (1 5): The Siege (1 5) : Uttie Voice 
(15): Babe: Pig m the Gty (U); Star Tele 
Insurrection (PG); The Mask of Zorro 
(PG): Antz (PG): What Dreams May Come 
(15): The Parent Trap (PG); Enemy of 
the State (15) 


ODEON (08705-050007): The Mask of 
Zorro (PG); Star Trek: Insurrection 
(PG); The Siege (15); Uttie Voice (15); 
Enemy of the State (15): Girts' Night 
Our (NC); The Parent Trap (PG): 
The Prince of Egypt (U) 


MIDDLESBROUGH 
ODEON (08705-050007): The Parent 
Rap (PG); The Prince of Egypt (U): 
Utde Voice (15); Sear Trek: Insurrection 
(PG): The Siege (15): Enemy of the 
State (1 5] 


VIRGIN [Dom \talley) (0114-242 1237): 
Rush Hour (15): There's Something 
About Mary (1 5): Psycho (1 5); Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan (15): Batman Forever (PG): 
Small Soldiers (PG); The Prince of Egypt 
(U); The Negotiator (1 5): The Last Days 
of Disco (15); Babe: Pig in the City (U); 
The Parent Trap (PG); The Mask of Zor- 
ro (PG): Uttie Vbice (15); Star Trek: In- 
surrection (PG): Ronin (1 5): Mulan (U); 
The Siege (15): Enemy of the State (1 5): 
The Truman Show (PG); Out of Sight (15): 
Kudi Kuril Hota Hai (PG): Hade (18); Antz 
(PG): What Dreams May Come (15) 


BIRMINGHAM 

ELECTRIC CINEMA (0121-643 7277) 
Dandng at Lughnasa (PG) Sat. Star 1 pm. 
3pm, 5pm. 9pm; also Mon-Thur 5pm. 9pm 
On Coimait la Chanson (PG) 5at. Sun 
1 .30pm. 3.55pm. 6.20pm. 8.45pm: al- 
so Mon-Thur 3.55pm. 6.20pm, 8.45pm 
The Fountainhead (PG) 5at-7hur 6.45pm 


h-*- 


GREAT PARK VIRGIN CINEMA 
(0121-453 0465): Out of Sight (15): 
Small Soldiers (PG): Rush Hour (15); 
The Siege (1 5): The Mask of Zorro (PG); 
Uttie Voice (15): Babe: Pig In the Gty 
(U); Batman Forever (PG); Enemy of the 
State (15): Antz (PG): The Prince of 
Egypt (U): What Dreams May Come (15): 
Psydio (15): Blade (18): The Parent hrap 
(PG); The Negotiator (15): Star Trek; 
Insurrection (PG) 


WARNER VILLAGE (01302-371371); 
Rush Hour (1 5); The Parent Trap (PG); En- 
emy of the State ( 1 5): The Rhine of Egypt 
(U); Psycho (15); Babe: Pig in the Oty 
(U); What Dreams May Come (15); Star 
Thefc Insurrection (PG): The Mask of Zor- 
ro (PG); Little Voice (15); James and the 
Giant Pfeach (U): The Siege (15): Antz (PG) 


GRIMSBY 

ABC GNEMA (01472-342878): Star 
Trek: Insurrection (PG); The Siege (15): 
The Parent Trap (PG): Enemy of the 
State (15); Good Burger (PG); The Prince 
of Egypt (U) 


WARNER VILLAGE (0113-279 9855): 
The Mask of Zorro (PG): Rush Hour (1 5): 
Scar Thek: Insurrection (PG): What 
Dreams May Come (15): Little Voice (15): 
James and the Giant Peach (U); Enemy 
of the State (1 5): The Parent Dap (PG); 
Psycho (15); The Prince of Egypt (U); 
Antz (PG): The Siege (1 5): Babe: Pig in 
the Gty (U) 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
ODEON (08705-050007): Hope Floats 

(PG): Enemy of the State (1 5): The Siege 
(15): Small Soldiers (PG); Scar Trek: 
Insurrection (PG); Uttie Voice (15); 
The Parent Trap (PG): The Prince oF 
Egypt (U) 


BLACKPOOL 

ABC CHURCH STREET (01253-24233); 
The Parent Trap (PG); The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Enemy of the State (1 5): Star 
Trek: Insurrection (PG): Psycho (15) 


DUNDEE 

ODEON (08705-050007); Mulan (U); 
Star Trek; Insurrection (PG): The Par- 
ent Tap (PG): Psycho (15): Rush Hour 
(1 5): Uttie Voice (1 5); Babe: Pig In the 
Gty (U): The Siege (15); The Mask of 
Zone (PG): Enemy of the State (15): 
The Prince of Egypt (U) 


ODEON (08705-050007); Babe: Pig in 
the Gty (U): What Dreams May Come 
(1 5); The Mask of Zorro (PG); Uttie Voice 
(15); Rush Hour (15): Psycho (15): 
The Parent Trap (PG); Blade (18): 
The Siege (1 5); The Prince of Egypt (U); 
Star Tnefc: Insurrection (PG): Enemy or 
the State (15): Antz (PG) 


HUDDERSFIELD 

UG HUDDERSFIELD (0990 888990): 
Ever After (PG): Prem Aggan (NQ; 
The Siege (15): The Parent Trap (PG); 
Enemy of the State (15); Mulan (U); The 
Mask of Zorro (PG): Psycho (15); 
Babe: Pig In the Gty <U): Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG); Rush Hour (15); 
Uttie Voice (15): The Prince of Egypt 
(U); Saving Private Ryan (15); Antz (PG) 


LEICESTER 

ODEON FREEMENS PARK (08705- 
050007): The Mask of Zorro (PG): 
Psycho (1 5); Enemy of the State ( 1 5): 
The Parent Trap (PG); Saving Private 
Ryan (15): Lost In Space (PG): Godzil- 
la (PG): Out of Sight (1 5): What Dreams 
May Come (1 5); The Prince of Egypt (U): 
Uttie Voice (15): Tby Story (PG); Star 
Irak: Insurrection (PG); The Siege (15); 
Rubber (U); Antz (PG): Babe: Pig in the 
Gty (U): Rush Hour (15) 


WARNER VILLAGE (0191-221 0222): 
Psycho (15): The Prince of Egypt (U); 
Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): Uttie 
Voice (15): Rush Hour (15); The Parent 
Tap (PG); What Dreams May Come (15); 
Babe: Pig In the City (U); Antz (PG): 
The Siege {1 5J; Enemy of the Stats (15); 
The Mask of Zorro (PG) 


WARNER VILLAGE (0114-256 9222): 
Enemy of the State (1 5): The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Uttie Voice (15); Antz (PG): 
The Siege (15): James and the Giant 
Peach (U); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): 
Psycho (15): The Parent Trap (PG): What 
Dreams May Come (15): Babe: Pig in 
the City (U) : Rush Hour ( 1 5): The Mask 
of Zorro (PG) 


BRADFORD 

NMFFT (PICTUREVILLE) (01274-732277) 
Small Soldiers (PG) Sat 1 .30pm Fire (1 5) \ } 
Sat 3.30pm, 8.15pm; also Mon 1.15pm.- ** 
6pm. Tue 1.30pm Henry Fool (18) Sat 
5.45pm; also Sun 5pm Bollywood Movie 
(PG) Sun 1 - 30 pm. 7.30pm Men with Guns 
(15j Mon 3.30pm, 8.15pm; also Tue 
1 .30pm Left Luggage (PG) Tue 6.1 5pm; 
also Wed 4pm. 830pm. Thur 2pm, 6.15pm 
The General (PG) Tue 8.15pm Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels (18) Wed 
2pm, 6. 1 5pm; also Thur 4pm. 8.30pm 


14 .-,- ‘ 


STOKE-ON-TRENT 
ABC CINEMA (0 1 782-2 1 2 320); 
The Siege (15); Enemy of the State (1 5); 
Star Trek: Insurrection (PG); The Prince 
of Egypt (U): The Parent Trap (PG) 


COVENTRY 

WARWICK ARTS CENTRE (01 203-524524) 
Still Crazy (15) Sat 4pm, 9pm: also Sim 
4pm. Mon 9pm The Truman Show (PG) 
Sat 6.30pm; also Sun 7.30pm Angels with 
Dirty Faces (NQ Mon 6.30pm Casablan- 
ca (UJ Tue 6.30pm Land & Freedom (15) 
Tue, Wed 9pm The Searchers (PG) Wed 
6.30pm Bullitt (NQ Thur 6.30pm 


NORTHAMPTON 

THE FORUM ONEMA (01 604-401 006): 
The Governess (15); Saving Private 
Ryan (15) 


FILM THEATRE (01 782-411 1 88): 
Love is the Devil (18) 


EDINBURGH 

ABC FILM CENTRE (0131-228 1638): 
The Parent Trap (PG); Enemy of the 
State (1 5): Star Trek: Insurrection (PG); 
Psycho (15): The Prince of Egypt (U) 


BOLTON 

BOLTON VIRGIN MEGAPLEX (Valley 
Cen certain men t) (0870-907 0714): Space 
Jam (U): The Siege (1 5); Small Soldiers 
(PG); Blade (18); Psycho (15): 
Enemy of the State (15): Antz (PG); The 
Parent Trap (PG); The Prince oF Egypt 
(U): Mulan (U); Rush Hour (15): What 
Dreams May Come (15): Kuch Kuch 
Hota Hal (PG): Star Trek: Insurrection 
(PG); The Mask of Torn (PG): Lock. Stock 
& Two Smoking Barrels (1 8); Uttie Voice 
(15): Babe: Kg In the Gty (U) 


ABC WESTER HAILES (0131-442 2200); 
The Prince of Egypt (U): Star Thek: 
Insurrection (PG); The Mask of Zorro 
(PG): The Parent Trap (PG): Small 
Soldiers (PG); Rush Hour (15): The Siege 
(15): Uttie Voice (15): Enemy of the 
State (15); What Dreams May Come 
(15); The Arid House (18); Antz (PG): 
Psycho (15); Babe: Pig In the Gty (U) 


HULL 

ODEON (08705-050007): What Dreams 
May Come (1 5); Star Trek: Insurrection 
(PG): Rubber (U): Uttie Voice (15): 
The Mask of Zorro (PG); The Siege (1 5): 
Dr DoUtde (PG): Antz (PG): Psycho (1 5); 
Saving Private Ryan (15); Rush Hour 
(1 5); Small Soldiers (PG): Enemy of the 
State (T 5); The Prince of Egypt (U); The 
Parent Trap (PG); Babe: Pig in the Gty 
(U); Mulan (U) 


WARNER VILLAGE (0116-282 7733); 
What Dreams May Come (15); Star Thek: 
Insurrection (PG): The Parent Trap 
(PG): The Siege (15); Psycho (15): 
Enemy of the State (1 5); The Prince of 
Egypt (U); Antz (PG); The Mask of 
Zorro (PG): James and the Giant Peach 
(U): uttie voice (15); Babe: Pig in the 
Gty (U): Rush Hour (15) 


VIRGIN CINIMA (0541-560564): 
The Parent Trap (PG): What Dreams May 
Come (15): The Siege (15): Rush Hour 
(15); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG); 
The Mask of Zorro (PG): Babe: Pig in 
the Gty (U): Psycho (15): The Prince 
of Egypt (U): Enemy of the State 
(15): Roald Dahl's Matilda (PG); 
Uttie Voice (15) 


ODEON (08705-050007); The Prince of 
Egypt (U): What Dreams May Come (1 5); 
Scar Ttek: Insurrection (PG); Blade (18): 
The Siege (15): Psycho (15): Enemy of 
tire State (1 5): The Parent Trap (PG): Rush 
Hour (1 5): The Mask or Zorro (PG): Out 
of Sight (15); Uttie Tfotee (1 5); Ante (PG): 
Babe: Pig In the City (U) 


LIVERPOOL 

ABC ALLERTON (0151-724 3550); 
Anastasia (U); Star Trek: Insurrection 
(PG) 


NOTTINGHAM 

ABC CINEMA (0115-947 5260); Amz 
(PG): Star Irak: Insurrection (PG): The 
Prince or Egypt (U): What Dreams May 
Come (15): Psycho (15) 


TAMWORIH 

UCI 10 (0990-888990): The Parent 
Trap (PG); Jhoole Bole Kauwa Kaate 
(NQ: The Siege (15); The Mask of Zor- 
ro (PG): Uttie Voice (15); Star Trek: In- 
surrection (PG); Antz (PG): Rush Hour 
(15): Babe: Pig in the City (U); Psycho 
(T 5): What Dreams May Come < 1 5): En- 
emy of the State (15); Small Soldiers 
(PG): The Prince of Egypt (U); Mulan (U) 


MANCHESTER 

CORNERHOUSE (0161-200 1500) 
Little Voice (15) Sat. Tue-Fri 1.55pm. 
4.10pm, 6.25pm, 8.40pm; also 5un 
1.55pm, 4.10pm. 8.40pm To Have and 
Have Not (PG) Sat. Sun. Tue-Thur 2pm. 
6.05pm: also Mon 6.05pm Chltty 
Chltty Bang Bang (U) Sat 2.05pm 
Sitcom (18) Sat. Sun. Tue-Thur 4.05pm, 
8.10pm; also Mon 8.10pm The Mighty 
(PG) Sat. Sun 6. 1 0pm, 8.20pm; also Mon 
8.20pm. Tue. Thur 2.05pm. 4pm, 6.10pm. 
8.20pm, Wed 4pm. 8.20pm The Big Sleep 
(15) Sun 6.25pm: also Mon 6.10pm 
Theorem (18) Wed 2.05pm, 6.10pm 


CAMEO (01 3 1 -228 4141); Out of Sight 
(1 5): Fear and Loathing In Las Vegas 
(18); The Acid House (18): The Fisher 
King (15): it (Pi) (15): Twelve Monkeys 
(15): BuFFalo 66 (15); My Name Is 
Joe (15) 


UCI 8 ST ANDREWS QUAY (0990- 
888990): The Mask of Zorro (PG): 
Babe: Pig in the dey (U): The Parent Trap 
(PG); Uttie Voice (1 5); Psycho (1 5); What 
Dreams May Come (15): Ewer After (PG); 
Star Ttek: Insurrection (PG): Rush Hour 
(15): Amz (PG): Enemy of the State (15); 
Wajood (PG); The Siege (1 5): The Prince 
of Egypt (U) 


ODEON (08705-050007); Enemy oF 
the State (15); Star Trek: Insurrection 
(PG) ; The 5 teg* (15) ; The Prince of Egypt 
(LJ): Psycho (15): The Mask of Zorro 
(PG); Uttie Voice (15) 


ODEON (08705-050007); The Mask of 
Zorro (PG); The Parent Trap (PG); 
Babe: Pig in the City (U): Enemy of the 
State (15): The Prince of Egypt (U) : Star 
Ttek: Insurrection (PG); Uttie Voice (15): 
The Siege (15): Rush Hour (15) 


WARNER VILLAGE (01204 669988): 
Dltwale Dulhania le Jayenge (PG); Rush 
Hour (1 5); The Siege (1 5): Psycho (15); 
Enemy of the State (1 5); Babe: Pig In 
the Gty (U): The Prince oF Egypt (U); 
Uttie Voice (15): What Dreams May 
Come (15): James and the Giant 
Peach (U); The Mask of Zorro (PG); 
The Parent Trap (PG); Antz (PG): Star 
Ttek: Insurrection (PG) 


DOMINION (0131-447 4771): Uttie 
Voice (15): There's Something About 
Mary (1 5); Antz (PG): Babe: Pig in the 
Gty (U); The Parent Trap (PG): Enemy 
of the State (15) 


BRADFORD 

ODEON (08705-050007): The Siege (1 S): 
Star Trek: Insurrection (PG); The Rvent 
Trap (PG): The Prince of Egypt (U): Ene- 
my of the State (15); Hope Floats (PG) 


ODEON (08705-050007); The Siege (1 5); 
The Magic Sword: Quest For Carnelot: 
(U): Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): The 
Mask of Zorro (PG); Utde Voice (15): 
Psycho (15): Grease (20ch Anniversary 
Edition) (PG); Enemy of the State (1 5): 
Mulan (U): The Prince of Egypt (U) 


INVERNESS 

CALEDONIAN CINEMAS (01463- 
233302); The Siege (15): Babe: Pig in 
the City (U); Miracle On 34th Street 
(1994 Version) (U): The Parent Trap (PG): 
The Prince of Egypt (U); Scar Trek: 
Insurrection (PG) 


PLAZA (0151*474 4076): Zero Effect 
(1 5): The Parent Trap (PG): Enemy of 
the State (1 5): Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); 
The Siege (1 5): Star Trek: Insurrection 
(PG); The Prince of Egypt (U) 


SAVOY (0115-947 5812): Star Ttek: 
Insurrection (PG); Babe: Pig in the Gty 
(U); Antz (PG); Psycho (15); The Parent 
Trap (PG): The Prince of Egypt (U); 
The Mask of Zorro (PG): Enemy of the 
State (15) 


WARRINGTON 

UG 10 WESTBROOK (0990-888990): 
Enemy of the State (1 5); Rush Hour (15); 
Psycho (15): Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); 
The Siege (15); What Dreams May Come 
(15); Uttie Voice (15): Antz (PG): 

The Prince of Egypt (U): The Parent Trap 

(PG); Star Ttek: Insurrection (PG): 
Doli Sajake Rakhna (NQ; Mulan [Ul; The 
Mask of Zorro (PG) 


CARLISLE 

CITY aNEMA (01228-514654): The 
Parent Trap (PG): Uttie Vblce (15); 
Babe: Pig in the Oty [U];LeBossu (15): 
Psycho (15) 


Ua (0990-888990): The Siege (1 5): Antz 
(PG); Enemy of foe Sate (1 5): The Mask 
of Zorro (PG): Babe: Pig In the Gty (U); 
Psycho (15); What Dreams May Come 
(15); Uttie Voice (15): Star Ttek: 
Insurrection (PG); The Parent Trap 
(PG): Rush Hour (15): Mulan (U): 
The Mighty (PG); The Acid House ( 1 8); 
The Prince of Egypt (U); Kudrat (PG) 


EDEN COURT THEATRE (01463- 
234274); Henry Fool (18); La Vie de 
J6sus (The Ufe of Jesus) (NQ; The 
Secret Garden (U); My Name is Joe (15); 
Way Out West & The Musk: Bax (U): 
The Secret Garden (U) 


VIRGIN CINEMA (0541-555146): 
Enemy of the State (1 5); Antz (PG); The 
Parent Tap (PG): Utde Voice (15): Rush 
Hour (1 5); The Mask of Zorro (PG): 
Psycho (1 5): Star Thdc Insurrection (PG); 
The Siege (1 5); What Dreams May Come 
(1 5): The Prince of Egypt (U) 


WOOLTON PICTURE HOUSE (0151- 
428 1919); The Parent Trap (PG): 
The Prince or Egypt (U); Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG) 


PRESTON 

Ua 10 (0990-888990): Babe: Pig hi 
the Gty (U): Kuch Kuch Hota Hal (PG); 
Antz (PG): The Mask of Zorro (PG): 
Rush Hour (15): Bade Miyan Chore 
Mlyan (NQ; The Siege (15); Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG): Mulan (U): Ever 
After (PG); The Parent Trap (PG): 
Enemy oF the State (15); Twilight (15); 
Uttie Vbice (15): The Prince of Egypt 
(U): What Dreams May Come (15); 
Psycho (15) 


WREXHAM 

ODEON CINEMA (08705-050007); Antz 
(PG): Uttie Voice (1 5): Babe: Pig in the 
aty (U); Mulan (U): Star Trek: Insur- 
rection (PG): MouseHunt (PG); Psycho 
(1 5); The Prince of Egypt (LJ); Small Sol- 
diers (PG); Dr Dolittle (PG); Enemy of 
the State (15): The Parent Trap (PG)- 
The Mask of Zorro (PG); What Dreams 
May Come (l 5): The Magic Sword: Quest 
for Carnelot (U); The Siege ( 15 ) 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
TYNESIDE CINEMA (0191-232 8289) 
FWnce Valiant (PG) Sac 1.30pm The 
Mighty (PG) Sat 3.45pm: also Sun 

S^f p ?-.r 8 - 13plTI ' Mon 5pm. Tue. 
Wed 6.15pm. Thur 4.15pm. 8.30pm 
Little Voice (15) Sat 4.30pm, 8.30pm; 

® un 1.30pm. 8.30pm. Mon. Thur 
6.30pm. 8.30pm. Tue. Wed 4.15pm. 
8.30pm. Fn 5.45pm La Vie Renee des 
£"8*? I 1 8 ) fat 6pm, 8.15pm; also Sun 
epm. Mon 3.45pm. 6.15pm, Tue 3.30pm. 

JSSySfl" 1 - Thur 3pm, 8.15pm 
Portishead: PYNC (NC)/Tb K31 a Dead 

SeoeJ 6 ^° pm “*** Queen of 
l?rwi l y C) *P m Fl«ne (j 2 ) Sun 

nwnIS^ OU o , ^ !d: Rock and 180111 Heart 
Mon 8.45pm Me tallica Untitled 

fES S? t?" I £ , ? dun H2) Vfed 3pm. 
8pm. also Thur 5.30pm. Fri 10.30am 


SHEFFIELD 

(0114-275 7727) 

WP (PG > Sat Tue ^ 2.1 0pm. 

5ffi!!?‘- 6 .-2 0pm .r 8-«°Pm; also Sun 


1 in' a - a .a —-ivpiii, aiMJ jun 

Cited 1 T 6.10pm. 

"ted 2il°pn% 4.20pm. 6.30pm. Thur 


WARNER VILLAGE (01463*71 1147); 
Psycho (1 5); Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); 
Enemy of the State (1 5): What Dreams 
May Come (1 5); The Mask of Zorro (PG); 
Uttie voice (15); The Prince of Egypt 
(U); The Siege (15); Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG): The Parent Trap 
(PG): James and the Giant Peach (U) 


MANCHESTER 

ARENA SEVEN CINEMAS (0161-839 
0700); Antz (PG): The Parent Trap 
(PG): The Siege (15): Lock, Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels (18): Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG): The Mask of Zorro 
(PG): What Dreams May Come (15): 
The Prince of Egypt (U); Psycho (1 5); 
Enemy of the State (15) 


WARNER VILLAGE (01772-881100): 
The Prince of Egypt (U): Antz (PG): 
James and the Giant Peach (U); Rush 
Hour (15): Babe: Pig in the City (U): 
The Siege (1 5): What Dreams May Come 
(15): Little Voice (15): Sear Trek: 
Insurrection (PG); Psycho (1 5); The Mask 
of Zorro (PG); The Parent Trap (PG); 
Enemy of the State (1 5) 


YORK 

CITY SCREEN (01904-612940): Cube 
(15): The Taste of Cherry (Ta’M-e- 
GuKass) (PG): I Want You (18); Das Boot: 
The Director's Cue ( 1 5): Dracula, Prince 
of Darkness ( 1 8); The Winter Guest 1 1 5 V 

Thc Big Red One (NQ; The Truman Show 

(PG): The Masque of the Red Death (iaj 


8.40pm. Fri 2pm. 
utde Voice ! (15) 


ODEON (08705-050007): The Prince of 
Egypt (U); The Parent Trap (pgi- 
The Siege ( 1 5); Btemy of the State [ 1 51- 
Star Trek: Insurrection (PG) *' 


2.30pm~4 ,40pm. 6 * 45 fm! 
8.20pm Fear and Loathing In Las Vegas fV 

c"" £'22; Tue - Thur 2.50pm, 8 -20pm: *■ 

oTr^i^? P TL Wed 2 -SOp™. 6.10pm 

83 Q^ f Chanson (PG) Sac 6 pm, 

7 5 ’ 3 °P m - Mon-Thur 
C; 1 5pm epm, 8.30pm The Boys (18) Sat. 

8°? « 3 SSf : c” 2 -50pm. 8.20pm 
a innL also Mon 

8 ■ 1 0pm His Gvl Friday (uj Sun 8.30pm 

L 1 -5L Tue 6i1 °P m : alsoWed 

StoKLrMgf ,15 > “ BAOpm ' 


yv. 

A **■*.. . 
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> THEATRE 

. COUNTRYWIDE 

biluwgham 

OUJiKjHAM FORUM Red Riding 
Hood KbSi Harm and Orville star, 
g & 10 Jan, 1.30pm & 6pm. £9, 
cones £7. Town centre 
(01642-552663) 

BIRMINGHAM 

ALEXANDRA THEATRE A Tale of 
TWo Ckies Paul Nlchofas stare iq this 
new musical adaptation of the 
Charles Dickens novel. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, macs Wed. Thur & Sat 
2.30pm, no mats 14 Jan. ends 
56 Jan. £7- £24. SO. Suffolk Street 
(0521-643 1231) 

BIRMINGHAM REP A Christmas 
Carol Michael Bogdanov directs a 
new adaptation of Charles Dickens’s 
Victorian tale of greed and 
redemption. 9 & 16 Jon, 2.30pm, 

9. 11-16 Jan. 7.15pm. £7.25-£19. 
cotes available. Broad Street 
■rj^T-236 4455) 

THE DOOR - BIRMINGHAM 
REP STUDIO 

Fourteen Songs, Two Weddings 
and a Funeral sage version of a Bol- 
lywood blockbuster 9 Jan. 7.45pm. 
£9. cones £7. 

De Profundi* Oscar Wilde's tourde 
force of sdf-anafy&is, featuring Conn 
Redgrave. 13 6 14 Jan. 7.45pm. 
ends 29 Jan £9, cones £7 Broad 
Street (0121-236 4455) 

HIPPODROME OndcreOa Danny La 
Kuc and Brian Conley stars as 
Baroness Yoluptua and. Buttons. 
9 Jan, 2.30pm, 9. 12-15 Jon. 
7.15pm. 10 Jan, tpm & 5.15pm. 
13 6 14 Jan. ?pm. ends 20 Feb. 
£9.SO-£I7-50. cones available. Hurst 
Street (OI21-622 7486) 

BLACKPOOL 

GRAND THEATRE AtaddJn Magical 
panto starring Wajue Sleep as 
The Slave of the Ring. 9 Jan. 2pm 6 
7pm. 10 Jan. 1pm u 5pm. E6- 
£13.50. cones available. Church 
Street (01253-290190) 

DUNDEE 

PjNDEE REPERTORY THEATRE 
Jungle Book A charming adap- 
tation of Kipling's tale about MowgD 
and his jungle friends. 9 Jan. 2.30pm 
ft 7.15pm. ends 9 Jan. £9-£10.25. 
cones available. 

The Killing of Sister George 
Comedy of sexual politics centering 
on the axing of a radio soap star 
Tue-Sac. 7.45pm. ends 30 Jan. 
E7.50-E12, cones available. 
Tay Square (01382-223530) 

EDINBURGH 

KING’S THEATRE The Adventures 
of Aladdin The magical experience 
of panto for aD the family starring 
David Rintoul, Allan Stewart and 
Gerard Kelly. 9. 13. 16 Jan. 2 pm, 
9. 52-16 Jan. 7pm. 10 & 17 Jan. 

I pm 6 5.1 5pm. ends 17 Jan. £7.50- 
£ M JSO. coocs available. Leven Street 
(Q^r-529 6000) 

ROYAL LYCEUM THEATRE 
The Snow Queen Stuart Pater- 
son's charming adaptation of 
Anderson's fairytale. 9 Jan. 7pm. £4- 
£15. cones available. 

The Deep Blue Sea Terence Batti- 
gan’s powerful play about die agony 
of misdirected desires. From 
15 Jan. Mon-Sac. 7.45pm. ends 
6 Feb. £7-£16. cones from £1. 
Grindlay Street (01 31-248 4848) 


GLASGOW 

KING’S THEATRE Sleeping Beau- 
ty Elaine C Smith stars in -his mag- 
ical fairy tale production. Mon-Sat. 
7pm. mats 9 Jan, 2pm. 12-14 Jan. 
1pm. ends 16 Jan £2.50-£l5.cono 
available. Both St (01 41 -287 5511) 

PAVILION THEATRE Pinocchio 
The Krankies and Jimmy Cricket 
detivera magical panto treat 9Jan. 
2pm. 9. 12-15, 7.30pm, 10 Jan. 
6.30pm. 1 3 Jan. i.30pm. ends 
23 Jan £6-£9.S0. cones available. 
Renfrew Street (0141-332 1846) 

HULL 

HULL TRUCK THEATRE GoW! Hull 
TYuck's story of five college friends 

who re-unite in an attempt to recre- 
ate their student days. Mon-Sar 
8pm. ends 16 Jan. £5 50- £10. 
cones available. Spring Street 
(01482-323638) 

INVERNESS 

EDEN COURT THEATRE Peter F3n 
Flyaway fun with siren from Gladia- 
tors and Tich McCoofv. 9 Jan. 
2 15pm 6 7pm E6 50-E12.50. 

cones available Bishops Road 

(01463-234234. cc 234274). 

LEEDS 

WEST YORKSHIRE PLAYHOUSE: 
COURTYARD THEATRE 
The Nutcracker Hidonaifs tale erf the 
Sugar Ptum Fiiiry. 9 Jjn. lOjm. 
11. 12. 14. 15 Jan. 1.30pm, ends 
23 Jan. £5.50-517 
Present Laughter Ian McKellen 
plays temperamental actor Gary 
Es&endine in Nod Coward's witty 
comedy about theatrical life. Mon-Sar 
7.4Spm. mats 9 6 13 Jan. 2.30pm. 
ends 23 Jan. £8-£l7. cones £5.50- 
£14.50 Playhouse Square (0113- 
213 7700) 

WEST YORKSHIRE PLAYHOUSE: 
QUARRY THEATRE Martin Guerre 
Bouhil and Schonbcrg's musical tows 
story. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, mats Toe & 
Thu-Sat 2pm. ends 1 3 Feb. £8-£24. 
conti E8-E13 50. Playhouse Square 
(01 1 3-213 7700) 

LEICESTER 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Singin’ In 
the Rain High water mark of Amer- 
ican musicals. Mon-Sar 7.30pm. 
mats Wed & Sat 2.30pm. continu- 
ing. E7-E19.50. Belgrade Gate 
(0116-253 9797) 

LIVERPOOL 

EVERYMAN THEATRE Jumpin' Jack 
Hash HockWroD panto. 9 Jan, 230pm. 
9. ) 1-15 Jan, 7.30pm. 13 Jan. 

1 .30pm. ends 30 Jan. E5.95-E 1 1 35- 
Hope Street (0151-709 4776) 

NEPTUNE THEATRE Peter Pan 
Former Gladiator Eunice flies in to 
save the Lost Boys from the schem- 
ing Captain H00I4 played ly comedtan 
Leslie Gibson. 9 & 10 Jan. 2pm. 
9 ft 10 Jan. 7pm. £7-£10.concs£5- 
£8. Hanover Street (01 51-709 7844) 

MANCHESTER 

OPERA HOUSE OOverf GaryWBmot 
stars in Lionel Bart's Dickensian 
musicaL Mon-Sat 7.30pm. Wed ft 
Sat 2.30pm. ends 30 Jan. £10-£29. 
Quay Street (0161-242 2503/cc 
831 7733) 

PALACE THEATRE Cinderella Jim 
Davidson directs a famDy panto for 
a change, starring Darren Day and 
RuthMadoc.9, 13. 14 Jan. 2.30pm 
6 730pm. ends 24 Jan. £7.50- 
£15.50. cones available. Oxford 
Street (0161-242 2525) 


ROYAL EXCHANGE THEATRE 
Hlndlc Wakes The Royal Exchange 
re-opens with the production which 
was cut short by the bomb lAistm 190C. 
9 Jan. /ipm & 8pm f.7-E?3, cones 
available. 

Martin Yesterday Brad Fraser's fol- 
imwip to floor Super Man is an 
exploration of sexuality and con- 
temporary more;. From 13 Jan. 
Mon-Frf 7.30pm. Sac 8pm, mats Wed 
2.30pm. Sat 4pm. ends fi Feb. 
E7-E23. cones available. St Anne's 
Square (0161-833 9833) 

MANSFIELD 

PALACE THEATRE Peter Rxi Gareth 
Hunt stars. 9 & 1 6 Jan, 1 pm. 9 Jan. 
4.15pm. 11-1 5 Jan. 2 15pm fir 7pm. 
E6-E8.50, cones available. Leeming 
Street (OJS23-633133) 

NEW BRIGHTON 
FLORAL PAVILION Dick Whitting- 
ton and His Amazing Cat Panic fun 
with Peter Simon from Lh'c and 
Kicking and John Burgess, who 
play* David iBLng) Croshk in firoafe- 
sidc. 9. 13. 16 Jon. 2.15pm, 9, 13. 
16 Jan. 7pm, 10 & 17 Jan, 3pm. 
£5.50- £7.50, cones available. Wginu 
Road (0151-639 4360) 

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
THEATRE ROYAL Cinderella Popu- 
lar pantomime with stars from TV's 
Coronation Street and EastEnders. 

9. 12- 14 Jan. 2pm, 9. 11-15 Jan, 7pm, 
ends 23 Jan. E5-£ 1 5. cones available. 
Grey Street (0191-232 2061) 

NOTTINGHAM 

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE Jack 
and the Beanstalk Kenneth Alan 
Taylor writes and directs his flf- 
teenth consecutive pantomime for 
Nottingham Playhouse. 9 6 12 Jan, 
230pm, 11-15 Jan. 7.30pm £9- 
£12. child £5- £8. East Circus Street 
(0115-941 9419) 

THEATRE ROYAL Dick Whittington 
Spectacular pantomime starring Les- 
ley Joseph. John Nettles, Jeffrey Hol- 
land anc Hilary Minster 9, 12 -14 Jan. 
2pm. 1 0'Jan. 1 30pm U 5pm. 9. 12- 
15 Am. 7pm £8-£ 15. cones available. 
Theatre Square (0115-989 5555) 

OXFORD 
APOLLO THEATRE 
Jesus Christ Superstar Tim Rice and 
Lloyd Webber's acclaimed Biblical 
musical. 9 Jan. 3pm & 7.30pm. 
E7.50-C24.50. cones available. 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
Ftin panto starring Gladiator Hunter 
and Denise NNan.' 1 2- 1 6 Jan. 2 . 30pm 
6 7.30pm. £9-£l 1 . cones available. 
George Street (01865-244544) 

PRESTON 

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL LAN- 
CASHIRE A Soldier's Song Guy Mas- 
teraon performs his own adaptation 
of Ken Lukowiafe’s book about the 
FbDdands conflict 1 3 Jan. 7.30pm. 
£4. cones £3. (01 772-893001) 

SCARBOROUGH 
STEPHEN JOSEPH THEATRE: MC- 
CARTHY AUDITOR Cheap And 
Cheer ful A new musical revue writ- 
ten and directed by Alan Ayckbourn. 

9. 12- 1 5 Jan. 7.45pm. ends 30 Jan. 
E9-E1 2.50. cones available. 
Westborough (01723-370541) 

STEPHEN JOSEPH THEATRE: THE 
ROUND The Boy Who Fell Into a 
Book Alan Ayckbourn’s 12th play for 
ehiidren about a boy who wakes up 
and finds himself a character in the 
book he was reading. 9 Jan. 2.30pm. 
£9, cones £4.50. Westborough 
(01 723-37054 1/cc 3788631 


SHEFFIELD 

CRUCIBLE THEATRE South Pacif- 
ic Banish the winter blues with a vis- 
il 10 this heartwarming Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical. 9 6 13 Jan. 
2.30pm. 9. H -15 Jan. 7.30pm. ends 
23 Jan. £H-£15. cones available. 
Norfolk 5treet (01 14-276 9922) 

LYCEUM THEATRE Jack and the 
Beanstalk Gladiator Vogue stars. 
9. 10. 13. 14 Jan. 2pm. 10 Jan. 
5.30pm. 9. 12-15 Jan, 7pm, ends 
17 Jan. £6.50>£14.50. Norfolk 
Street (0114-276 9922) 

STOKE-ON-TRENT 
THEATRE ROYAL, HANLEY The Ad- 
ventures or Robin Hood Starring 
Little and Large. 9. 10. 1 3. 14, 2pm, 
10 Jan, 6pm, 9. 1 2-1 5 Jan. 7. 1 5pm. 
£7.50-£l4. cones available. Fall 
Mall (01782-207777) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe Adrian Noble directs 
Adrian Mitchell’s adaptation of iheCS 
Lewis classic. 9. 1 1 . 1 3 Jan. 7.1 5pm, 
9 Jan. 2.30pm. 13 Jan. 1.30pm, 
14 Jan. 5pm. ends 27 Feb. E5-E30. 
The Winter’s Thle Seasonal late of 
obsessive jealousy directed by Gre- 
gory Doran. 12 6 15 Jan. 7.30pm, 
ends 4 Mar. E7-E30. Waterside 
(01 789-295623) 

SWAN THEATRE 

A Month In the Country Brian 
Friei's adaptation of Turgenev's por- 
trait of all-consuming sexual desire. 
Michael Attenborough directs. 
9. 12-14 Jan. 7.30pm. 9 ft 14 Jan. 
1. 30pm. ends 20 Feb. £5- £30. 
Trollus and Cresstda Shakespeare's 
depiction of tbe human spirit un- 
dermined by bloody warfare. 9, 1 1. 
IS Jan. 7.30pm, ends 20 Feb £5- 
£30. Waterside (01789-295623) 

YORK 

GRAND OPERA HOUSE Jack and 
the Beanstalk With TV stars from 
Gladiators and Home and Away. 
9 Jan. 2 30pm & 7 30pm. 10 Jan. 
7pm E8-E1 2. cones available Cum- 
berland Street (01904-671818) 


Theatre 

west End 

• KAFKA’S DICK Eric Sykes and 
Julia Mackenzie star in Alan Ben- 
nett's comedy. Piccadilly Denman 
Street. W1 (0171-369 1734)ePlcc 
Ore. In rep. phone for details, ends 
26 Feb. £12- £30 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 

• LYTTELTON: CJeo, Camping. 
Emmanuefle and Dick Teny John- 
son's new play recreates Sid James, 
Kenneth Williams and Bahs Windsor 
on stage. In rep. phone for details, 
ends 1 6 Jan. 1 20 mins. 

• COTTESLOE: Guiding Star 
Jonathan Harvey's new play about 
the life of Hillsborough disaster 
survivors. In rep phone for derails, 
ends 1 6 Jan. 1 20 mins. Lyttelton: £8- 
£27. Corresloe: E12-E18. Day seats 
from 10am. South Bank, SE1 (0171- 
452 3000). BR/-G- Waterloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE GOMRANY 
O THE PIT. The Two Gentlemen 
of Verona Shakespeare's witty com- 
erfy is directed by Edward Hail In 
rep. phone for details, ends 28 Jan. 
Barbican Theatre: E5-E26. The Pit: 
£1 1 -£18.50. Barbican Centre. EC2 
(01 71-638 8891). BR/e Barbican. 


Exhibitions Classical Literature 


BIRMINGHAM 

BIRMINGHAM MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Burne-Jones Work by 
Sir Edward Burne-Jones. Mon-Thur. 
Sat 10am-5pm, Fn lQ.30am-5pm, 
Sun l2.30pm-5pm.ends 17 Jan £5. 
£3.50 cones. £14 family. Chamber- 
lain Sq (0121-303 2834) 

EDINBURGH 

national gallery of Scot- 
land Turner Watercolours Display 
of 38 watercolours. Mon-Sat 10am- 
5pm. Sun 2pm-Spm. ends 3 1 Jan, 
free The Mound (01 3 1 -624 6200} 

SCOTTISH NATIONAL GALLERY OF 
MODERN ART John Mamuefl 1905- 
1962 Major retrospective including 
paintings, watercolours and draw- 
ings. Mon-Sat lOom-Spm. Sun 2pm- 
5pm, ends 14 Feb. £2.50. cones 
£ 1 .50. BeUord Rd (01 31 -624 6200) 

GLASGOW 

GALLERY OF MODERN ART 
Gallery of Modem Art New gallery, 
themed by floor. cfcdicaU'd to Scottish 
ait. Mon. Wed-Sat 10am -5 pm. Sun 
11am-5pm. free. Queen Street 
(0141-331 1854) 

HULL 

FERENS ART GALLERY Helen 
Chadwick Wide range of work by the 
late artist Mon-Sat I Oam -5 pm’ Sun 
1.30pm-4.30pm. ends 17 Jan. €!. 
child under 1 3 & Hull residents free. 
Queen Victoria Sq (01 432-61 3902) 

KENDAL 

ABBOT HALL ART GALLERY Brid- 
get Riley Retrospective of the lead- 
ing optica) artist. Mon-Sun 
10. 30am- 5pm. ends 31 Jan. £2.80. 
OAP £2.50. NUS, child £1.25. fami- 
ly £6.90. Abbot Hall (01539-722464) 

LIVERPOOL 

TATE GALLERY LIVERPOOL 
A Mythology: Salvador Dali Major 
works from the Florida Dab museum. 
Ends 31 Jan. £5. cones £2 50. 
Cubism Paintirus. sculptures and col- 
lages hy Picasso, Braque and others. 
Modern British Art The refur- 
bished galleries exhibit works from 
the National Collections. 

Urban Modem work examining city 
life. Tue-Sun £1 Bank Hols 1 0am-Epm. 
ends Apr, free. Albert Dock (0151 - 
709 3223) 

MANCHESTER 
WHITWORTH ART GALLERY 
Chris OfiU Challenging paintings in- 
spired by the black musk tradition, 
comic and film characters and the 
resurgence of 1970s style. Ends 
24 Jan, free. 

Burne-Jones Centenary Exhibi- 
tion Marking the centenary of Sir Ed- 
ward Burne-Jones. mon-Sat 
10am-5pm, Sun 2pm-5pm, ends 
21 Mar, free. University of Man- 
chester. Oxford Rd (0161-275 7452) 

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
UNIVERSITY GALLERY An Invest- 
ment Bank's CoBecdon Baring' ear- 
ly modem paintings, including worts 
by LS Lowry and Laden Pissarro. 
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, ends 15 Jan. 
free. Sandyford Rd (0191-227 4424) 

WAKEFIELD. 

YORKSHIRE SCULPTURE PARK 
Jacques Lipchitz Twenty large 
bronzes displayed outside. Mon-Sun 
1 lam-4 pm. ends Mar. free. Bretton 
Hall (01924-830302) 


EDINBURGH 
THE QUEEN'5 HALL 
Scottish Chamber Orchestra/Ostman 
Symphonies by Haydn, Mccart andJS 
Each conducted bv Arnold Ostzcan. 
9 Jan. 7.45pm, £5-£18, cooes aiA 
Edinburgh Quartet Premiere of a 
new work by Kenneth Dempsten 
TO Jan. 2.30pm £g. cones £5. 
Johann Strauss Gala A celebration 
of old Vienna is music and dance. 
1 3 Jan. 3pm & 7.30pm. £6-£20. 
cones available. 

The Sorrel Quartet String quartet 
recital. 14 Jan, 7.45pm. £7.50- 
£10. cones available. Clerk Street 
(0131-668 2019/cc 667 7776) 

GLASGOW 

THE GLASGOW ROYAL CONCERT 
HALL Johann Strauss Gala A cele- 
bration of old Vienna. 9 & 10 Jan. 
7.30pm. £1 1 .50-E19.50. SauctoeftaH 
St (0141-287 5511) 

MANCHESTER 

BRIDGEWATER HALL BBC 
PhlihannonicJSlnalsky Prokofiev's- 
2nd Violin Concerto with Rach- 
maninov’s 3rd Symphony 9 Jan. 
7.30pm. E6-E2S.’ 

Halie/Amel Hughes Grieg's Pi- 
ano Concerto and Vaughan WUians's 
6th Symphony. 13. 14 £> 17 Jan, 
7.30pm. £6.50-£28. Lower Mosley 
Street (0161-907 9000) 

ROYAL NORTHERN COLLEGE OF 
MUSIC Manchester Haydn fest '99 
The complete string quartets of 
Haydn ployed over a single weekend. 
9 Jan. 9am. 10 Jan. 9.30a.m. £21 
Oxford Road (0161-907 5273) 


OPERA 


GLASGOW 

MERCHANTS HOUSE Graeme Don- 
by and Richard Pelrson Formerly 
with Scottish Opera, this hugely en- 
tertaining baritone performs 
favourites from the world of opera. 
14 Jan. 12.45pm. £4. cones £3.50. 
students El . West George St (01 41 - 
639 3176) 

LEEDS 

GRAND THEATRE Carmen Phyili- 
da Lloyd's vibrant production of 
Bizet's evergreen classic for Optra 
North. 14 6 16 Jan. 7.15pm. £6- 
£42. New Bnggate (0113- 
222 6222) 


Dance 


GLASGOW 

THEATRE ROYAL Scottish Ballet: 
Cinderella John FYaser's production 
of the classic fairy tale. 9 Jan. 
2.15pm 6 7.15pm. £3.50-£32. 
cones available. Hope Street (0141- 
332 9000) 

YORK 

GRAND OPERA HOUSE 
Moscow City Ballet: Sleeping 
Beauty Tbe Russian company per- 
forms the popular fairy-tale ballet 
11-13, 15 & 16 Jan. 7.30pm. 
EJ2.50-E20. 

Moscow City Ballet: Giselle A tale 
oftoveandbetrayaL 14 Jan. 7.30pm. 
E12.50-E20. Cumberland Street 
(01 904-671 81 B) 


BEVERLEY 

JOHN HEGLEY like ground-break- 
ing poet shares his deceptively sim- 
ple verse. Playhouse Cinema 
(01 482-881 31 5) 1 4 Jan. phone for 
details. 

NOTTINGHAM 

WORD An opportunity for local writ- 
ers to present their work. Malt cross 
Music Hall St James’s Street (01 1 5- 
941 1048) Thur 8.30-1 1 pm. free. 


COMEDY 


EDINBURGH 

THE STAND COMEDY CLUB TVs 
frankie Bqyle and Kevin Odea with 
Jack and RuiL newcomer Graeme 
Thomas and compere Susan Morri- 
son. 15 Jan. 9pm-1 1.15pm. York 
Place (0131-558 7272) £5. 
cones £4. 

MANCHESTER 

THE ICE BEER COMEDY THE- 
ATRE AT THE DANCEHOUSE Star 
of The Sunday Show and Big Sreak- 
Jast Fteter Ksiy performs his Great- 
est Bits. 1 5 & 1 6 Jan. 8pm. Oxford 
Road (0161-237 9753) £9. 
cones £7. 

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
HYENA CAFE COMEDY AT HYENA 
CAFE The host of C4's Gas Lee 
Mack, musical comic Pierre Bolflns, 
Jo f-inlfekL 1 5 & 1 6 Jan. 9pm. Uuzes 
Arcade. I wires Lane (0191 -232 6030) 
adv E3. £9 on door me food. 


CLUBS 


BIRMINGHAM 

GOD'S KITCHEN AT THE SANC- 
TUARY Allis! er Whitehead and Seb 
Fontaine headline this glamourous 
night. 15 Jan. 9.30pm-4am. £8. 
metns £7 before ITpm. NUS £6. 
Digberh (0121-246 1010) 

DERBY 

PROGRESS AT TIME With Thll 
RjuL John TX>“ Fleming; Pete and 
RusselL 9 Jan. 9.30pm-4am, £10. 
mems £8. Mansfield Road 
(01332-345860) 

TECHNIQUE AT THE LOFT With 
Reprazent’s DJ Die. 14 Jan. 10pm- 
late. £5. NUS £4. Friargate 
(01332-381169) 

GLASGOW 

TRIUMPH AT THE TUNNEL Cohn 
Tevendale. Steven McCreery Kevin 
McEariane and Stephen Lee play 
house, garage and more. 9 Jan, 
1 lpm-3.30am. £8. cones £6. 
Mitchell Street (0141*204 1000) 

LEEDS 

BACK TO BASICS AT THE MINT 
CLUB Ashley Beedle guests with res- 
idents Ralph Lawson and James 
HoJrqyd 9 Jan, 9.30pm-4am, £T0. 
mems £8. Harrison Street 
(0113-244 3168) 

NOTTINGHAM 

DROP THE BOMB AT THE BOMB 
With top guests Andrew Weatberall 
and Andy Smith. 9 Jan. I0pm~3am. 
£9. cones £7. Bridlesmith Gate 
(0115-950 6667) 


MUSIC 

pop. Jazz, folk. Etc 

ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE 
ARK. ANISEED COUCH. DELPHIN 
Fbrtner members of The Fhfl rhythm 

section top the bilL The Witch wood 
Old Street (0161 -344 032 1 ) 1 4 Jan. 
8pm. £l. 

BIRMINGHAM 

PAPA JOE'S ALL STARS Popular 
North London New Orleans outfit 
waterworks Qub Waterworks Road 
(0121-454 0212) 9 Jan. 8.30pm. 
£5.50-£7.SO. 

EDINBURGH 

REBA MCENT1RE Megasefling fe- 
male country artist on debut Euro- 
oean tour Festival Theatre Nicoison 
Street (0131-529 6000) 10 Jan. 
8pm, phone for prices. 

GLASGOW 

THE OFFSPRING Californian ska 
tinged punkers air the album, Amer- 
icana. Barrow land Gallowgate 
(0141-552 4601/cc 226 4679) 10 
Jon, 8pm. £10. 

MERCURY REV Cosmic American 
rockers play their elegantly eccentric 
LF} Deserter 's Songs. G2 under The 
Garage Sauchiehall Street (0l4t- 
332 1 120) 14 Jan. 8pm. £7.50. 

UNKLE. IDLEWILD, DELAKOTA. 
LLAMA FARMERS The NME Pre- 
mier tour stars James LaveUe's 
starry beats project, with Edin- 
burgh's brilliant buzz-pop quartet 
playing their Hope is ImpariarJ al- 
bum. Queen Margaret Union Uni- 
versity Gardens 10141-339 9784) 10 
Jan. 8pm, £8. 

LEEDS 

MARTIN CARTHY Massively re- 
spected British folk veteran. Grove 
Inn Back Row (0113-243 9254) 
1 5 Jan. 8pm. phone for prices. 

MANCHESTER 

JOHN ETHERIDGE Soil Machine and 
King Crimson's prog-jazz guitarist. 
now playingacouslic. Band On The 
Wall Swan Street (0161 -833 0682) 
14 Jan. 8pm. £6.50. 


Events 


ABERDEEN 

BEGINNERS STAMPING WORK- 
SHOP Learn the basics including 
care of your stamps, ink types and 
masking, dorrie doodle Bridge 
Street (01224-212821) 9Jan, 10am- 
12 noon. E6. 

EDINBURGH 

A SCOTTISH CLANSMAN Clothing 
and weaponry demonstration. Edin- 
burgh Castle (0131-225 9846) 
13-14 Jan. 10am-4pm. free with 
admission ro the Castie. 

SCOTLAND’S RICH MOSS FLORA 
An illustrated lecture on the 
bryopbyte floras of Scotland. Royal 
Botanic Garden Inver lei th Row 
(Arboretum Place entry) (0131- 
552 7171) 14 Jan. 3pm. free. 

GLASGOW 

GRUESOME GLASGOW. HORROR 
WALKING TOUR Hear about Glas- 
gow’s cruel past on a tour of gallows 
accompanied by tales of torture. 
George Square (0141-772 0022) 
7pm dally, phone for details. 
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RADIO 


SUNDAY 


CHOICE 

A FASCINATING 

rectasive filni 

directorStanfey 

_Kabrick(righI), 

LooSdngfbr- 
Stanley (5.45pm R3) features 
' actors, technicians and writers 
bedding li^it on how this 
pningtnKng ailtCUT niaTiflges to 
get his own way. There’s gossip, 
tpfLTiegaraujg Eyes Wide Shut 


Monday 


Tuesday 


(976-998MH; FMJ BJO Kevin Greening. 1(LOO Mark 
Goodat 1 J» lisa r Anson. XOO Top oMhe Fops. 

400 The Official UK Tbp 40. 7JM Radto 1 's Dance 
Arthsms with Daw Pearce, lono^ Trevor Nelson. 

12-00 Emma B. 4.00 - &A0 Scott Milta 
Radio Z _ 

!2S-Q0 PMHz FWi 7.00 Don Maclean. 9.05 Stave 
Wnght lli» Mlchari Rartdnson. 1.00 Desmond 
Canfogton. 3JW By Popular Demand - 
GershvHn: a Stainray to Plaracfise. A00 The Crooners. 

Sing ScsmetNng Smple. 5JJ0 Peril Ayres. 7.00 
rtjflh ScUIy. aao Suiday Ha« Hout B.00 Man iJWh. 
10JOO Malcolm Laycock. 11.00 David Jacobs. 12X0 
Katrine Leskartch. 3J» - 4.00 AJex Lester. 

SJJOOn Air. 9-00 Brian Kay's 
Sunday Morning. 11.00 Artist d Iho Week Encore. 
12.15 Music Manats. 1.00 Hie Radio 3 LircTOrei 
Concert 2M Lanner. 3JM Spirit ol die 
Great Stogars, 4.15 Centurions. A30 The Year. 5A5 
Smday Feature: Looking for Sa*ytM 
Passions. 7.30 Sunday Ptey. Twafth Nitfit 9^5 Choir 
BBC totonai 

Cfrchestraol Wales. 12.10 RenaresanM ri theC^es 
America. 1J» - Throutfi me rognt 

RaiBo4 

I9J 4-54 GMht: FM) ECO News Briefing. 6.05 
Somrthrig Undemood. R35 On Your Farm. RS7 
WaethK 7JJ0 News- 7.05 Sunday Papers. 7.10 
Sunday 7^5 Radto 4 AppeN- 8J» News. 

assas* 

The Archers. 11.15 Desert Island Qa* 
fete# tram Ihe Back of Beyond. l^OlmSaryl 
Haven't aCtua. 1Z58 woathet IJW The lAWdite 
Weekend. l-^Ccwntfirpoim. 2 J»News; 

Quea(on'nmB.2J»RafT*Bngs.!LOOT1w^^c 

Sod* The Roseand tho Ring- 4.00 News: 

Book. 430 Poesy Pteese. ^ooNewB;^^^ 8 - 

South Africa Today. 5.40 VWtHfara. 5J4 SNpplf| 
ftfacasL SSI WBWher. 5J» SaPO of «■« 
Rck of iho Wteefc 7M News: The Aidwra^is 
ft»m far k nprowament A00 News;. The 0«« 
««i« Word VIM. Si 


Houl 11 M Nows; Hidden Treasures. 1 1 JO 

assrrSx 

gay VfeHore. 12A8 Shipping 

Prayer IW the 

5A7 - &00 ftnrtng Today. 

jj, LaW 

JWW^iOO- 12.04 News: Shifflainfl Forecast 

6 no Brief 

J^Sta2ysS?7^Neii« ^fni^Woridwide. 
c ai#y vS MD Brief Lives. 9.00 Daftfli ««*!«*■ 
faooutTMt Week. iaoo LeteMgW Ctime 1J» UP 
JINgtL iflpr GW Morning Rflpons. 

JgrtwjSS iSwirld TbdaylJJ^^ 

S&^sss 5 a«SSr 

^00 Global Business. 400 - 7.00 The VVOrid Today 


CHOICE 

TBEFTOSTof 
a 10-parter fbr 
Womorts How 
of Jane Austen’s 
epistolary novel. 

Lady Snsan 
; (10.45am RA) is 
djont a widow who unscrupulously 
-sets about advancing both herself 
and her 16-year-old daughter 
Harriet Walter (atone), Maggie 
Steed and jmelda Staunton are 
the principal correspondents. 


Radio 1 

(97 y.>c FtT) &30 Zoa Ball, 0.00 Sbnon Maya 

12MJ Kevin Greening. 2L00 Mark RadcUffe. 400 Chris 
Moyies. S.00 Dave Pearce. AOO Lamacq Uva. 12J» 
The Breezebiock. 2.00 Clive Warren. 4JX) - 530 Scott 

Radio 2 

<88-90.2ti.Wz FM) 400 Sarah Kennedy. 7M Wake Up 
toWogan.&OOKbnBruca. 12XW Jimmy Ybung. 2JU 
Ed Stewart 5.05 Johnnie Whiter. 7.00 Kurrphrey 
Lyttakon. 8J» Biq Band Legends Live. 430 Gecngie 
Fame. 9J30 h tt» Days £»*are Rock V Ron. 1030 
Richard AIBnson. 12J» Katrina. 3JOO - 4.00 Ate* 
Lester. 

Radio 3 

(90 2-92 JMHz FM) &00 On Air. 9J» Masteworks. 
1030 Arts of ihe Weak. 11.00 Sound Stories. 12.00 

Composer of the Weak: Nikolai rarnsky-Korsakov. 

1.00 The RatSo 3 Lunchtime Concert 2X10 The BBC 
Orchestras. 440 Opera In Action. 4w45 Music 
Machine. 5J)0 In Tine. 7 JO Performance on 3. 
Conductor Vassfry Sinateky. Pekka Kuueista (vlofln). 
Schnittke: In memoriam. Prokofov: Vtofin Concerto 
NO Z Rachmaninov: Symphony No 3 In A minx 920 
Postscript 9A5 Eh*i Setudxjft IOlOO Voices. 10A5 
kfixtog It 11 JO Jazz Notes. 12J» Composer otibe 

Week: Frands Poulenc. 1 JOO - 8j» Through the 
Mflht 

Ratfio 4 _ 

t924-34.istK: ^ 6.00 Today. 8.00 Nows; Start the 
Week. B.4S5eriai: Tho DoeKK Iho Detective end 
Arthur Conan Doyle. 10-00 News; Woman's Hour. 

11.00 News; ftosa Rust 1150 Bangere and Maah. 

12.00 News; Vbu and Msis. 12JS7 Werflhat IJW The 
World at Ona 1J0 CounWpofat 200 News; The 
Archers. 2.15 Afternoon Play: ContempMng Adultery. 
&00 News; Money Box Live: 0870 010 0444. A30 
Tates from the Viflage. A45 TTHa Sceporad Isle. 4JX) 
NewsTT^I^IYo^armw.A^TljiAigVttjrid, 

SJOO PM. 5SI Waalhet too Sfc VCtaA NBW. IL30 
, |’m Sorry I Havwt a Desert island. 7JM News; The 
Archers. 7.15 Front Row 7.45 Lady Susan. 8JJ0 
News; Shoppteg Heaven, Shopping Hell. 830 In 
SSess-MW Nowe; Nature: InsJtfht- AM Start Iho 
week. lOMttsa Wbrid Tonfflht 10A5 Book at 
Bedftr« Nana. 11.00 Radio 4 Appeal. 11 m 
Esoedslr Street 11 JO A1 the Fool of the Moucaki. 
liMNBWS.12J0 The Late Bode Last Resort. 12A8 
^^ngFo^casL 1J0 As Worid Servfca. 5J0 Wortd 
nSSTms SNpptog Forecast 140 Inshore Forecast 
a45Pra^torflwDeySA7- s.00 Fatmlno Today 

- iaoo MySorvto 12.00 -1004 
MAH.. u noriB nwg SMcniriO FtiteoasL 054 - 5-57 

iwnsrskHzMW!! &00 BreakfBSL W>0 Nkdqr 

cSToT Drive. 7J)0 


I mends. &W trew* '.7T _ -- 

^Smw ^tLOOlfllBMflhl Uve. 1.00 Up MMtfrt 5.00 
■ flJBMo mlno R eports. 

S3o-r5b The vitorid Today. *• 


Choice 

the A/iemoon 
Play today is 
Bawcock’s Eve 
(2.15pm Rl), a 
retelling of the 
Cornish legend 
about a man 
prompted by a vision to go fishing 
in perilous conditions, set within 
a parallel contemporary tale. 
Author; Nick Darke (above), has a 
full-length work. The Riot, opening 
at the National later this yean 


[97 6-90.aMH:f : M)a30Zfcffl Ball. 9 j 00 Simon Maya 

12.00 Kwin Greening. 2^0 Merit RadcMa 4T» Chris 
Moyies. B.00 Dave Pearce. 8JD0 Steve Lamacq - the 
Evening Session. 1000 Digital Update. iaiO John 
POOL 12-00 The Breeze****. 2.00 Cftva Waron. 4.00 
-emSconMtBs. 

Radios 

(S8-90 2MHC FM» 8.00 Sarah Kennedy. 7J30 Wake Up 
to Wbgan. 9L30 Ken Broca 12m Jimmy Ybung. 2.00 
Ed Stewart SOS Johmia Wblkac 7J» Alan Freeman: 
Thslr Greatest Bis. aoo NJgel Ogden. A00 
Vbsburgh's Further Rtees. 10.00 Susan Jefiraya Says 
Make n a Double, 10.30 Richard AHnson. 12m 
Katrina Leskanich. 3m - 4m Alex Lester. 

Radios 

pO :-92 Ji.u-C FKlj 6rn On Ak. 9,00 Masterwotks. 
10M Arista the Woek. 1U» Sound Stories. 12m 
Compoaer ol the Week: Rimsky- Koreakov. im The 
Redo 3 Lunchtime Concert 2m The BBC 
Orchestras. A00 Voices. 4w45 Musk: Machine. 5.00 In 
Tine. 7J30 Pa ri Ormance on 3. Penny Gore introduces 
a cafebraiian of the achlevemeres of Ftencte Poiienc, 
one of the centuys most succeesto) eempoeere of 
vocal music. Bj 40 Postscript 1 (LOS BBC Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra. 10.45 MghtWewes. 11.30 Jazz 
Notes. 12m Composer of the Week: PoUanq. im - 
60» Through the NtfTt 
RmHo 4 

192 -I-9J 6 MHr AM) 4U» Today 9.00 Name No 
Tritsnph. No Tr^dy. 9.30 The Now Hecrolt 9^5 
Serial: The Doctor, the Detective and Arthur Conan 
Doyle. 10m News; Woman's Hoot 11m News; 
Nature: Insight 11.30 The Galton and Simpson Radio 
Playhouse. 12.00 News; tbu and "foure, i:t57 
Woedbet im The Worid at One. 1 JO Ful Orchestra. 
2m News; The Archers. 2.15 Afternoon Play: 
Bawcock'a Eve. X00 Newtr, The Exchange: 0870 010 
0444. 3J0 Tales from the VfeQ& 3m This Sceptred 
ble. 4m Nows; Tho Looming Curve, A30 Shop TbPc. 
5m PM. &57 Wbothec 6J)0 Sbt OXSodc News. &30 
The Cheeso Shop Presents. 7m News; The Archers. 
7.15 Front Row 7 j« 5 Lady Susan. 8m Nows; True 
Coloure - South Africa Tbday. 540 m tbuch. am 
News; Case None Special; No issue. «m No 
Triumph, No TrBQedy. 10m The Worid TonlghL 10.45 
Book at Bedtime: Nana, 11m The Patrick and 
Maureen Maybe Music Exporienoa. Iim Mdna 
Pkaures. 12m News. 12m The Late Book: Last 
flesort 12m Shipping. 1.00 As Wbrid Service. 5J30 
Wortd News, sm Shipping. 5m Inshore Forecast 
5A5 Prayer far fae Day. SA7 - am Femtog Todw. 

Ra<8o 4 LW 

(iflBkKM M5 - 10m Dafly Setvtea 12m - 1£04 
News HeadSnoe; SNpfdng Forecast 5J4-5J7 
Shipping Rxecaa 11 JO -12m Today In Padament 

RwSoSUwi 

1693 90akH: ^.iwi am BrenWeai fl.00 Nrdcy 
Cunpbefl. 12m The Midday Naw&.imRU8coe and 
Ctt 4.M Drive. 7m Neva Extra. 7m The Tuesday 
Match. HL00 Lale MgW Lhra. im Up M Mght 5m - 

6.00 Morning Reports. 

Worid 8mfo» Radio 

(188LHZ LW) im The World Tbday. im On Screen, 
im Record News. 2m The Wbrid Today, 2m 
Watershed. 3.00 The Worid Today, &20 Sports 
Roundup- am World Business Report. 5m Insight 
4m -7.00 The World Tbday. 


WEDNESDAY 


CHOICE 

DR MICHAEL 
ODonoell 
bight) gives a 
historical 
perspective on 
modem drugs in 
Murder. Magic 
and Medicine <11 am R4). He 
explains how cures can be traced 
bade to fiviog organisms and 
patches up some of the perceived 
differences between Western 
medicine and herbal remedies. 


Radio 1 

(97 6-9!? WHj Ft/! Brn Zoo BaU. 9.00 Simon Mayo. 
12m Kevin Greeting. ZOO Merit Radcktfe. 4.00 Chris 
Mayfes. 6m Dave Pearce, am Stove Lamacq . the 
EvwlnB Session. 10m Movie Update with Mark 
Kermode. IQ.10 Mhn Pee). 12,00 Gttes PeWBoa 
2m Oe wtvren. 4m - sm Scon MUs. 

iCS-90 Jf/H- FMj &00 Sarah Kemeety. 7 JO Waka Up 
to Wogan. SJO Ken Bruce. 12/30 Jimmy Young. 2.00 
Ed Stewart 5J>5 Johnnte Waftor. 7.00 Nick 
Banadough. am Mka Haitflng, 9m The Andy 
Peebles Soul Show 10ZM Route 66 Revisted. 10m 
Richard Alfnson. 12.00 Katrina Leskanich. 3.00 - 4.00 
Alex Lester. 

HiuIIq 3 

1% 2-9£ JMHz P.1] 500 On Alt 9J» Masterworks. 
10 l 30 Artist of the Week. 11 /JO Sound Stories. 12/30 
Composer at the week: FSmsky-Korsakov. 1/30 The 
Radto 3 Lunchtime Concert 2m The BBC 
Orchestras. 400 Choral Evensong. 5/30 In Tuna. 8/» 
Performance on 3. Live from the Eden Court Theatre, 
Inverness. Conductor Jerzy Maksymiuk. Ilya fan 
(piano). Aiasdalr Nlcoteen: Breakdance. 

Rachmaninov: Piano Concerto No 3 in D minor. 855 
News from North Britain. 8. 15 Concert part 2. 10/35 
Postscript 10J0 CyrH Scott 10m Night Waves. 

11J0 Jazz Notes. 12m Composer of the Wbefc 
Poulenc, im - em Through the Night 
Radio 4 

(SO cf/H: FM 6/30 Today. 600 News; Midweek. 
S^5 Serial: The boeax tha Detective and Arthur 
Conan Doyte. 10/30 News; Woman's Hoir. Iim 
News; Murdar, Magic and Medidna 1 1 .30 Choice 
GrenfaO. 12m News; You and Ytxrs. 12^7 Weather. 

I. 00 The Mfarid at One. 1.30 WHcfarain. 2JU News; 
The Archers. 2.18 Afternoon Play: Voyages of 
Descent 3m Now; Gardeners' Question Time. 3m 
■fates from the Vftlage. 3m This Sceptred Isle. 4.00 
News; Case Notes Special No Issue. 4m Thinking 
ABowed. 5.00 PM. &57 Weather. 600 Six O'Ctock 
News. 630 lAo TheyYe Never Been Gone. 7m 
News; The Archers. 7.15 Front Row: 745 Lady 
Susaa am News; Them and Us. 645 Gerry's Bar. 
sm News; Animals Behaving Body. 630 Mdweek. • 
10m The Worte Tonight 10.45 Book ar Bedtime: 
Nana Tim News; Saan Lock's 15 Mrartos of Misary. 

II. 15 For One Horrtbie Moment Iim The Cheese 
Shop Presents. 12m News. 12m The Late Book: 
Last Rasort. 1248 Shipping Forecast 1.00 As Worid 
Service, sm Wbrte News, srn SHppteg FdrecasL 
5m Inshore Forecast 645 PiByer for the Day. 647- 
6/M Farming Today. 

Radio 4 LW 

Ii98trtri 645 - lom DaDy Service. 12m - 1604’ 
News HeadBnee; Shfapteg Forecast sm - 657 
Shaping Forecast Iim - 12m Tbday tn Pafement 

Radto 5 Uv* 

(£53. l-Wf) 600 BiWftfast 600 Nicky 
CampbeB. 1600 The Mklday News. imRuscea 
4m Dnve. 7m News Extra. 7m John Irwordate's 
FootibaH 10m Ufflejoha Iim Late Night Uva 
im Up AB Mght 600 - 600 Maming Reports. 

World Servic* Radto 

{I98krt: L'-Vi im The World Today. 1 m Merkfian. 
2m The Vitorid Today. 2 j 30 Bretywonm 3m Yfarid 
Tbday. 620 Sports Roundly. 630 Vitorid Business 
Repoit 645 InalghL 4m -7m The Wortd Tbday. 


THURSDAY 


CHOICE 

FROM the 
combined forces 
of BBC TV 
and Radio 
Entertainment”, 
it says he^e, 
comes Comedy 
Showcase - Relax! (9-SOpm R2), 
a series of seven come/fy pilots. 
First off is a skit in which the new 
owns* of a health farm CP&uline 
Quirfce. above) exposes her staff’s 
snobbery by taming up incognito. 


Radio 1 

; j' 6- ?? i'.-riz r.'. 1 ' 6/50 Zoo Bafl. am Simon Mayo. 

12.00 Kevn Gnaenmg. 2/30 Mark RadcfiBe. 4m Chris 
Moyies. 6/30 Dave Pearce. 600 Steve Lamacq. 1600 
Trade Update. 10.10 John PeeL 12m Andy Kershaw. 

2.00 Clve Warren. 4.00 - BZ» Scon Mflb. 

Rteflo2 

<?<W :Vrt: r.'j 600 Sarah Kennedy. 7m Wake Up 
to Wogan. 630 Ken Broca 12/30 Jimmy Vbung. 2.00 
Ed Stewart 5/35 Johnnie Walker. 7.00 David AUart 
600 Rai Jones. 9.00 Barry Took's Comedy Classics: 
the Navy Lark. 9m Comedy Showcase: Relax! 10/30 
Girts and Guitars. 10/30 Richard ASInson. 12.00 
Katrina Leskanich. 3m - 4m Atex Lestec 
Radios 

r-KMC/MH: ?*.'• 600 On Ait a 00 Masterworks. 
10m Artist of the Yfeek. 11 m Sound Stenes. 12m 
Composer of the Week: Ftonsky/toreakov. im The 
Ratio 3 Lunchtime Concert. 2m The BBC 
Orchestras. 4.00 Ensemble. 4.45 Musk: Machine. 

600 In Tune. 7m Performance an 3. Live tram ihe 
Colston HaO. Bristol. Alexei Lubimov (piano), 
Orchestra of the Age d Enfightenmert/Heitoen 
BtomstedL 615 Book of the March. 635 Concert, 
part 2. 935 PtMsopt 1600 Music Restored. 10X5 
Night Waves, iim Jazz Notes, 12m Composer of 
the Week: Poulenc, im - 600 Through the t'Sght 
Radio 4 

pa £»’ S/' em Tbday. 9/» News In Our 

Twne with Meivyn Bragg. 630 Transptentations. 645 
Serial: The Doctor, the Detective and Arthur Conan 
Doyle. 10m News; Woman's Hout 11/30 Nows; 

From Our Own Correspondent 11 JO Old Dog and 
iho Partridge. 12m News; Ybu end vburs. 12/57 
Weather. 1.00 Tha Wortd at One. 1/» Hidden 
Treasures. 2.00 News; The Archers. 2. is Afternoon 

Ptey: Dogs. 3m News; Call You and Vbure: 0870 010 
0444, 3m "fates from tha VNage. 645 Thta Sceptred 
Isie. 4rn Word ol Mouth. 4rn The Moartal Worid. 
5m PM. 657 Weather. 600 Sx OTSock News. 630 
The Worriers. 7.00 News; The Archers. 7.15 Front 
Row. 7.45 Lady Susan. 600 Nows; Case History, 630 
The Week at WOstminstBc 600 News; Testbeds 630 
In Our Time with Matvyn Bragg. 1600 News; The 
Wbrid Tonight. 1645 Book a Bedtime: Nana. Iim 
News; Worid Of Pi*. Iim Experiments! Feature: The 
Hand ol Friendship. 12.00 News. 12m The Late 
Book: Loa Resort. 1648 Shipping, im As Worid 
Service. 5J30 Ytorid News. 635 Shipping. 540 
inshore Forecast S/a Prayer far the Day. 5 j 47 - 600 
Farming Today. 

Radio 4 LW 

IISSrKj 645 - 1600 DaSy Servfca 12m - 1604 
News Headlnes; Shipping Forecast 5JS4 - 557 
Shipping Forecast 11/JO -12m Today to ParilamenL 

Radio 5 Lhra 

{093. M3M-r LK.) 600 Breakfast 600 Nicky 
CampOel 1200' The Midday News. imRuscoeand 
Co. 400 Drive, rm News Extra. 7rn Hardest Game. 
600 inside &Jg6 600 Hoops. 630 Spartshop. 1600 
Ufa Mgw Uv6 1.00 up ab frfight sm - 600 

Monwig Reports. 

World Sonrice RatSo 

tIPSr-Hz L'.'.l im The Wbrid Today, im Wesway. 

TA5 Perfonnance. 2.00 The World Tbday. 630 Focus 
on Faftti. 600 The World Today. 120 Spots 
Roundup, 630 Wortd Business Report 3^5 InsjjpTt. 
4m - 7m The Wbrid Today. 


Friday 


CHOICE 

DEREK JACOBI 
(ngfett gets to 
apply Ml 
tremolo to 
Mazy Shelley's 
Gothic classic, 

Frankenstein 
(9.15pm R2). The story in which 
a Genevan student turns bits of 
corpse into that icon of man-made 
misery, whose shadow looms large 
over current debates about genetic 
engineering, is split into six pacts. 


Radio 1 

|9~ 6-39 sum FM 1 630 Zoo Ball. 600 Simon Mayo. 
12m Kevin Greening. 2m Mark Raddiffe. 4/w Chris 
Moyies. 600 Pete Tong's Essential Selection. 9 JOO 
Judge Jutes, iim Westwood - Radio 1 Rap Show. 
2m Fabio and Graovendac 4.00 - 7.00 Emma B. 
Radto 2 

'SS-K' f Mi 600 Sarah Kennedy. 7 JO Wake Up 
to Wogan. 630 Kan Broca. 12.00 Jimmy Ybung. 2/30 
Ed Stewart. 5.05 Des Lynam. 7m A Very British 
Story. 7/M Friday night is Music Night 615 
Frankenstein, gm Listen to the Band. 1600 David 
Jacobs. 1630 Sheridan Mortey. 12.00 Lynn (Arsons. 
4m - 600 Late Shanna. 

Radto 3 

|» 2.--9C R/'i 600 On Ait 9.00 Masterworks. 
10m Artist of the week. Iim Sound Stories. 12.00 
Composer of tha Week: RimskjhKorsakov. im 
Lunchtime Concert. 2m The BBC Orchestras. 4m 
Music Restored. 445 Music Machine. 600 In Tune. 
7m Visions - the Music of Oflvier Messiaen. Live bom 
Westminster Cathedra!, the BBC Symphony 
OrchesSra launch thee annuai weekend of concent 
Tho year, they celebrate the If a and work ol French 
master OMer Messiaen. Conductor Andrew Dews, 
Rosemary Hardy (soprano). 600 Messiaen and 
Religion. 615 Concert, part 2. 635 Postscript iaoo 
Visions: the Music erf Ofivler Messiaen. 11.10 
O6enbach.il/J0JaaCeraury. 12.0 Composer ot the 
Wade Poulenc. 1.00 - 600 Through the Night 
Radio 4 

>93 4-94 6Mhz FIJI 600 Today. 600 News; Desert 
island Discs. 645 Serial: The Doctor, tha Detective 
and Arthur Conan Doyte. 1QJ» News; Woman's 
Hour. Iim News: Sentimental Journey. Iim The 
Oldest Member. 12J» News; Ybu and risurs. 1657 
Weather: 1.00 The Wbrid at One. im Screen Test 

2.00 News; The Archere. 2.15 Afternoon Play: The 
GW From Ctere. 3/30 News; Logged On. 3m Tales 
fr«n the VRIage- 3 j 45 Thfa Scaptied Isle. 4.00 News; 
Open Book. 430 The Message. 5m PM. 5J57 
Weather. 600 Six O’Clock News. 630 The Ghosi of 
Number Ten. 7.00 News The Archers. 7.15 Front 
Row. 7/15 Lady Susan. 600 News; Any Questions?. 
645 Letter from America sm News; The Friday 
Play: Lite's A Sport 1600 The Worid Tonight. 1645 
Book as Bedtime: Nana. Iim News: Late Ttidde. 
iim Sporting PtuTartfvoptete, 12 m News. 12m 
The Late Book: Last Resoil 1248 Shipping Forecast, 
im As Worid Service, sm World Newa sm 
SNpping. 640 Irvtiwe ForecasL 5m Prayer far the 
Dey. 647 Leisure Update. 5JS8-600 Weather. 

Radio 4 LW 

iim- 645 - 1600 An Act of Worship. 12m - 
12JD4 News; Shipping Forecast 564 - SJ57 Shipping 
Forecast 1130 ■ 600 Todty in Parliament 

Radio 5 Live 

1530 SCftHTMVW 600 Breektest 600 Nicky 
Campbefl. 12m The fcfiddayNews. imRuscoeand 
Co. 4,00 Drive. 7.oo News Extra. 7m Afan Green's 
SportsnighL 1600 Late Night Uva im Up Al Night 

5.00 - 600 Morning Reports. 

W^Hr14 S0wicfli VlBifio 

H95W-t LW im vitorid Today, im Meridlaa 2.00 
Wbrid Ibdey. 2m Peopte and Fotitai. 600 Wbrid 

Tbday. 3m SpCNt 3m Butinose Report 645 insight 
4L00 Worid Today. 4m Weekend. 600 Vtorid Today. 
530-600 My Century. 
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Thursday Television 


BBCl 


6JW Busfaiess Breakfast (71068) 730 
News (T) (63375). 9-00 KBroy (S)(T) 
(8676337). 9.45 The Inessa Show 
(S)(T) @049207) 1035 News (T) 
(7308801). 1100 Real Rooms (S) 
(7925578)- tL25 Cant Cook, Wont 
Cook (S)(T) (7995337). 1155 News (T) 
ttTTt733V 1230 CaJ My Bluff (S) £1066) 
12-30 Battersea Dogs' Home (S)(T) 
@9578). 100 News (T) (63462). 130 
Regional News @6609337). 140 
Neighbours (S)(T) (65389153). 205 
btmside (R) (7672627). 2-55 Going for a 
Song (S) @567882) 330 The Wbatfier 
Show (S)(T) (2998733) 

3-25 CMdrenfe BBC: Playdays (4227022) 
345 The Little st Pet Shop (S) (90S085) 
3.55 Pocket Dragon Adventures (S)(T) 
(9070269) 435 Rugrats (T) (6937356) 
4J20 Horr.e Farm Twins (T) (6958849) 
<135 Short Change (S)(T) (1631269) 
5JDO Newsround (S)(T) (5478998) 540 
See How They Run (S)(T) @501153) 

535 Neighbours (S)(T) @82578) 

900 News; Weather (T) (5t1) 

930 Regional News (T) (191) 

200 watchdog (S)(T) (1288) 

730 EastEnders (S)(T) @75) 

8.00 Vets In Practice (S)(T) (7608) 

830 Fat Five. More about peoples battles 
to get rid of extra pounds (S)(T) (9443) 

900 News; Weather (T) (7207) 


9-30 IMI Shine (1996) Geoffrey Rush is 
outstanding as pianist David Heffgott, (he 
AustraSan chid prodigy. Noah Taytor plays 
the yomg Helfgott, Armfri Muefler-Start 
plays lis fortit&ig father (S)fT) @31443) 

1145 Question Time (S)(T) (755240) 1245 
Faces of islam (S)(T) (6670196) 

12-35 Uffilil Man on Fire (1987) Scott 

Germ is hired to babysit a ycxmg kidnap 
target (S) (4452711) 

24)5 News 24 (74362592) &40 Faces of 
Islam (RKS)(0 (3753592) To 6am. 



BBC 2 


6-35 The Passionate Statistician (T) 

(4246086) ZOO Open a Door (R) 
(2297135): Z05 TetetubbfeS (2934172). 
730 'fogte Treasure Hunt (R) (3813004) 
735 Blue Peter (S)(T) (220066) 845 
Taz-Marta @643917) 8-40 Polka Dot 
Shots @146207). 830 Hddey Foods 
Bird (R)(S) @135191) 930 Job Bank (S) 
(7062462)940 Belief Re (6488627) 
930 Watch (S) @251552) 935 Came 
Outside (S) @249714) 10-00 Tetetubbtes 

(R) (S) (23065) 1030 Storytime (S) 
(5815996) 10-45 The Experimenter (S) 
(3113733) 1105 Space Ark (S) 
(960644$. 1145 Zlg Zag (S) (1465917) 
1135 Ufeschool (S) @602627) 1230 
Job Bank (S)CD (9383578) 1240 
Englsh File (S)(T) (49W269) 1230 
Vforkfog Lunch (7082Q) 100 FWrSey 
Foodte Bird (R)(5) (73670882) 110 The 
Arts and Crafts Hour (S) (2495424) 240 
Sporting Greats (S) (22116820) 230 
News (I) @959085) 235 Westminster 

(S) fO (2574694) 3-25 News (2995648) 
330 Hot Shots (H)(S)(T) @43664$) 

3.40 MUM Song off Norway (1970) 

Toratv Maurstad plays Edvard Grieg in 
tNs biopic @5740337) 

630 Star Trek: The Next Generation. 

Sci-fi *ama series (R)(S)(T) (171240) 

145 Star Trek: Deep Space (One. 

Sci-fi drama series (S)(T) @99917) 

730 First Sight. Current affairs (917) 

830 The Travel Show (S)fO @578) 

830 Jeremy Clarkson’s Extreme 
Machines (R)(S)(T) (7085) 

930 Meet the Ancestors. An excavation 
team find a Roman coffin (S)(T) (584S) 


930 IHiMfrM Fht Ffles - a Horizon 
TrBogy. See Choice, below (S)(T) 
(968646) 

1030 Meetings with nomaricabta 
Trees (S) (786563) 

1030 Newsnigftt. (T) (977714) 1115 Lata 
Review ( S) (776 207) 1230 Despatch 
Box (S) (99757) 1230 Learning Zone 
(46695134) To 635am. 


ITV Granada 


6.00 CSMTV @791462) 935 Trisha (S)(T) 
(3565733) 10.30 This Morning (T) 
(6525020) 1230 Granada News (T) 
@982559) 1230 News (T) (74646) 
130 Home and Away (S)(T) 

@2551337) 135 The Jerry Springer 
Show (SJ(T) (8495288) 240 
Emmerdale (R)(S)(T) (3024356) 2-45 
DaJefc Supermarket Sweep (S)(T) 
(637608) 345 News (7) (2393288) 
330 Granada News (T) (2983801) 

3-25 Chikken’s ITV: Mopatopb Slop (T) 
(2973424) 335 The Adventures of 
Dawdle (S) (8422646) 3*45 The 
Sylvester and Twaety Mysteries (T) 
(8402882) 430 Lavender Castle (T) 
(6923153) 445 Hey Amoldl @336676) 
430 The Worst Witch (S)(T) (7016559) 
540 Home and Away (S)(T) @654630) 
3.40 News; Weather (T) (143340) 

5-55 Granada Tonight (T) (9257733) 

730 Emmerdale Kathy delivers some 
surprising evidence (S)(T) @356) 

730 We Can Work It Out. Consumer 
affairs magazine (S) (443) 

830 The BJ9. In the world of Turkish 

gambling, an undercover officer goes 
missing. For Meadows, it is a race 
against time (T) (7795) 

930 The Knock. The courier with a 

bodypack of nuclear material returns to 
toe UK dangerously IB with reflation 
bums. Fearing he wfl taflc Taylor orders 
hi m killed (S)(T) (7553) 

1030 News; Weather (T) (40191) 

1030 Granada News (T) (283917) 

10*40 Thursday tfigtit Live. Live debate 
Show (S) (9165004) 

1240 Public Morals (5629592) 12*45 The 
Jerry Springer Show (7752863) 130 
Pirate TV (7951973) 155 Real Stories 
of the Highway Patrol (5638979) 245 
rTV at the Belfort Festival (9902757) 
3.10 Cybernet (34976689) 330 Potty 
about Pets (14203405) 435 Soundtrax 
(S) (28543405). 430 (TV Nightscreen 
@170t15) 530 News @7912) To 6am. 


Channel 4 


730 Tim Big Breakfast (S) @2085) 930 
Schools (381375) 1130 Powerhouse 
(JB82) 1230 Sesame Street (47004) 
1230 The Ocean Vtorid of John 
Stoneman (722BS) 130 Pet Rescue 
(H)(S)(T) (55172) 130 T he Oc ean World 
of John Stoneman (65316207) 

155 B9HflB Way of a Gaueho (1952) 
Rory Calhoun plods around the Pampas 
in this cofourful caper @1538288) 

330 Hamp ton Court Palace (T) (337) 
430 Fifteen to One (S)(T) (172) 430 
Countdown (S)(T) (1625608) 435 Ricki 
Lake (S)(T) (4736088) 

530 Pet Rescue (S)(T) (608) 

630 Dishes. Game show (T) @49) 

630 Hollyoaks (S)(T) (801) 

730 News; Weather (S)(T) (737240) 

730 Gilbert and Sum van: the Very 
M odels. Animation (399288) 

830 Norland Na n ni es. Behind-the-scenes 
peep at a school fix nannies @648) 

830 Secret Lives. A profile of Princess 
Margaret (R)(S)(T) (2153) 

930 Di sp atches. Current affairs (T) @801) 

1030 Rising Damp (R)(T) (48733) 

1030 Whose Line Is It Anyway? 

Improvisations! game show (24153) 

1130 Ally McBeal (R)(S)(T) (680849) 1155 
Oz (125559) 12.55 VidS @910573) 125 
Feather Tale (4883370) 

135 B3HAB Stan and George’s New 
Life (1990) Quirky Australian comedy, 
with PaiJ Chubb (727689) 

335 Holiday on the River 

Yam. Harrowing African drama 
@96467) 

545 Right to Reply (Rj (31573) 5*45 The 
Pink Panther (7822467) 530 Animal 
Alphabet (7B12080) 535 Sesame 
Street (4758592) To 7am. 


Channel 5 


S 623733) 8.00 Havakazoo (R)(Sj 
W)63424) 830 Dappledown Farm 
fHWSl (106279a 930 Animal Horse (R) 

(2676207) 935 Postcards (46W4^_ 

930 Oprah (6422269) 1030 Sunset 

Beach (S)(T) (2020917) *40 laeza. 

/RMS) (2900443) 1230 5 News at 

fSon (SKTkSsB 511 )- 12 - 30 

Affairs <S)01 (9832^0) 

and the Beautiful (S)(T) (999T191)- 13® 

The Roseanne Show fSJ 

100 Per Cent (S) (6252511) 230 Good 

Afternoon (S) (4451375) 

330 MHrtl Greased Lightning (1977) 
Motorfrig drama with Richard Pryor. 

about the first black stock-car racerever 

to win a Grand National race (9535066) 

530 Sunset Beach (S)(T) (6084795) 

6-00 100 Per Cent (S) (5113820) 

630 Family Affairs (S)01 (5104172) 

730 5 News (S) (6263627) 

730 Champions of the Wild. A look at 
efforts to save the endangered sea 
turtle (S)(T) @100356) 

8.00 The Pepsi Chan Dr Fox pr esents 
the latest sounds (S) (6272375) 

830 Family Confidential. A 14-year-old 
boy is about to start a new school term 
But as well as studying, he has to deal 
with his 10-month-old son (6251882) 

930 A Strange Affair (1995) 

JutSto Light leaves her cheating 
husband. He survives a stroke and then 
she meets Mr Right True-life tetedrama 
withWliam Russ (S){T) (12210608) 

1030 Sex and Shopping. The pom series 
looks at lesbian scenes (S) @301240) 

1120 The Jack Doeherty Show (S) ■ 
(8876085) 1230 Live and Dangerous 
@515863) 12*40 Live and Dangerous 
(S) (79187486) 4*40 Prisoner Cell Block 
H (R)(S) (392959a 530 100 Per Cent 
@954347) To 6am. 


Thursday Choice 

ft (B-8X? UO 7T» ftarn reso B*3M} 


SATELLITE & CABLE 


PART OF THE BBC’S "fluting Fat, 
Fighting Fit” season, Ffet Flies - A 
Horizon Tfrflogr (930pm BBC2,te/f) looks 
at the unhappiness experienced by people 
who cannot lose weight As “Eat Fating” 
shows, many of them are finding kindr ed 
spirits on the Internet, where they are no 
longer judged on their size. “The computer 
has liberated me,” says Kathryn. *Tve now 
got loads of Mends, and it’s who I am that 
counts, not my fatness.” The programme 
also explores the various methods people 
use to tzy to reduce their weight 
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FRIDAY TELEVISION 


BBCl 


BBC 2 


630 Business Breakfast (74950) 730 
News (T) (27979) 930 Kflioy (S)(T) 
(8643009) 9.45 The \fenessa Show 
(S)(T) @016979) 1035 News (T) 
(7975573) HOO Real Rooms (S) 
(798595Q) 1125 Can t Cot*. Worit 
Cook (S)(D (7962009) H55 News (T) 
(T188405) 1230 Cal My Bluff (S) 
(98318) 12.30 Battersea Dogs' Home 
(S)(T) (2359Q. 130 News fT] (97738) 
130 Regtonal News @6676009) 140 
Neighbours (SKT) @5356825) 235 
ironside (R) (7649399) 235 Going for a 
Song (R)(S) @534554) 330 The 
Weather Show (S)(T) (2965405) 

335 ChBdreti’s BBC: Playdays @522234) 
3*5 Spider (R)(S) (9050405) 330 
Smart on the Road (S)(T) (8^6467) 
435 Rugrats (R)(S)(T] (9539467) 430 
L and K Friday (S)(T1 (1692370) 435 
Newsround Extra (S)(T) (1093115) 5J0 
Blue Peter (S)(T) @578825) *L35 
Neighbour (SJ(T) @27221) 

630 News; Weather (T) @4)) 

630 Regional News R(T) C221) 

730 Celebrity Ready; Steady, Cook. 

Culinary chalenge (S)(T) (9028) 

730 Top of the Pops (S)(T) (405) 

830 Vets in Practice (S)fT) @776) 

830 A Question of Sport (S)(T) (7283) 

930 News; Weather (T) (6395ft. 

930 Parkinson. Michael Parkinson chat s to 
Lee Evans, the comic who looks set to 
become a Hollywood star (S)0) @10689) 


1035 mil'll Bfed Side (1993) Rutger 
Hauer toys wtth a hit-and-nxi yuppte 
coifote in this brutal tale (S)(T) (I698n5) 

1135 The Stand-Up Show (S) @19793) 
1235 The Big End (R)(S)(T) (5870413) 

12.55 hdhl'li The Lords of Discipline 

(1983) Dour drama about racism, with 
David Keith (T) @70622) 

235 BBC News 24 @1344887) 1b 7am. 



635 Asthma aid the Bean (T) @541296) 
730 Hairy Jeremy (R)(S) (6592347) 
735 Teletubbies (S) (2901844) 730 
Vbgfe Treasure Hizit (R) (3880776) 735 
Short Change (S)(T) (2280738) 845 Taz- 
Manla @6 10689) 8*40 Rota Dot Shorts 
@113979) 830 Johnson and Friends 
@102863) 930 Storytime (S) (7039134) 
940 See Thu. See Me (S) (6455399) 
930 Numbertime @211931) 935 Come 
Outside (S) @216 486) W30 Teletubbies 
(R)(S) @1689) 1030 Megamatos (S)(T) 
@167554) 1030 Look and Read (T) 
(318731®. 1140 Lancfrnarks (1433318) 
1130 Engfch Fie (S)fl) (80^. 1230 
Scene (8968C) 1230 WtorWng Lunch 
(2H34 130 Johnson and Friends (R)(S) 
{7364755^ 140 Arts and Crafts How (S) 
(3462196) 240 Indoor Bowls (32913842) 

630 The Simpsons (R)(S)(T) @55370) 

620 The Simpsons (R)(S)(T) @664865. 

6 AS Robot Wars (S)<T) @04009) 

715 Electric Circus (S)(T) (786196) 

730 Country House (S)CT) (937) 

830 Gardening from Scratch 2. More 
green-fingered tfes (B)(S){T) @318) 


830 LfliMJim Garden Stories. What 
happens when a person^ passion for the 

garden becomes an obsession? See 
Choice, below (S)(T) @825) 

930 Gbnme Gimme Ghwie. Tom gets a 
big break when he texts an audition to 
play a hooSgan an TV (S)(T) (7641) 

930 Bang, Bang, It's Reeves and 
Mortimer (S)(T) (93270) 

1030 The Young Ones. (R)(T) (97889) 

1030 Newsnlght 01 @36047) 1U5 
Tbing Guns Go for ft (S)(T) (T7W67) 
1145 The Talent (S) @42467) 

1235 H9 bt the Glomring (1997) 
GtemCfosebiarr - ‘ 
the effects of Aids 


Glenn Qose in a moving drama about 
to (S) @048045) 

135 The S evan Ages of Muse IS) 

(KW372S5 330 Leamfog Zone; GCSE 
Stesizs (78852) Tb 5an. 


;; Friday Choice • • 

OBSESSIVES ARE, of course, the meat add' 

drink of documentary mafess-Wteawfa^ 

they are obsessive about Is gardetii^ 

- then bells must start ringmg in tbemiz^s 
; of programme commagaoners.' And here 
they are in Garden Stories: Obsessions 
(830pm BBC2, ie@: Meet 77-year-old 
Gordon Rowfcy,wbehas dedkated his fife 
to cacti. And the inevitable ample who look 
upon their fH-opagated plants as^chadrofV 
Reg, Sid and Hari^ meanwhile; devote: 
their twiEgfrt days to maiirtaining a flat, 
bowilaggreeu. V. !'.-■.?■ 




ITV Granada 


630 GMTV @768134) 935 Trisha (S)(T) 
(3532405) 1030 This Morning (T) 
@5228592) 1230 Granada News (71 

@942931) 1230 News (T) (18660) 130 
Home and Away {S)(T) (82528009) 135 
Jerry Springer Show (S)(T) @455660) 
240 Emmerdale (R)(S)(T) (3091028) 
2-45 Daiefc Stp»market Sweep (S)(T) 
t212979) 345 News (T) PS5386C) 330 
Granada News (T) (295(K73) 

335 CMkfceft’s ITV: Mopatopls Shop (T) 
(2940196) 335 TmbUCtoo (9056609) 
3*40 Animal Stories (S) (9037554) 3-50 
Adamfe Family Tree (S)(T) @412221) 430 
Qadiators: Train 2 Win (R)(T) (9529080) 

4- 50 Top Ten of Everything (9139844) 
540 Home and Away (S)(T) (3959842) 

5- 40 News; Weather (T) (702573) 

535 Granada Tbnigttt (T) (9224405) 

730 Bruce’s Price Is Right (S)(T) (4196) 

730 Coronation Street- Natafle drops a 
borribehel on Jack and Vera (S)(T) @73) 

830 AMno. Real- He doctmentary series 
(blowing the passengers and staff of the 
easy Jet aHhe (3844) 

830 N cigh bo w s from HeL Tales of rows 
across garden fences (T) (297^. 

930 Catherine Coofc s onte TBjr Trotter. 

TBy gets toe cold shoulder from vSagets 
and toe Mcaaths ransack her home, 
looking for money they beieve is hidden 
there Then Tly finds her grandmother 
dead aid the cottage burnt to the ground 
(S)(T) (9979) 

1030 News; Weather (T) @4115) 1030 

Granada News (T) (BTI37C) 10*40 Friday 
MghtSAI Wright (S) (908T15) 1130 Phi 
Coffins: Live in Paris (S) (239592) 

1235 13HA1 The Tower (1992) Paul 

Reiser is trapped in a malevolent high- 
tech skyscraper @60142) 

245 Box Office America (9939345) 2*40 
SeaQuest DSV (R)(S) @805245) 330 
The Haunted Rshtenk (R) (92041) 430 
Trisha (R)(S)(T) (2575148) 435 nv 
M^itscreen (1660581) 530 Morning 
News (45516) lb 6am. 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


730 The Big Breakfast (S) (10689) 9.00 
Channel 4 Schools (T) (900080) 1130 
Here’s One I Made Earlier (R)(S)(T) (3202) 
1230 Sesame Street @1028) 1230 
Bewitched (R) (1 6202) 130 Pet Rescue 
(R)(S)(T) (13776) 130 ftoots to Success 
(65383979) 


155 UMI The Virgin Queen (1955) 
The relationship between Bette Davis's 
Bzabeto I and Sir Walter Raleigh, 
accordrtg to 20th Century Fax's plush 
charade (61598660) 

330 Hampton Court Palace (T) (467) 
430 Fifteen to One (R)(S)(T) (202) 430 
Countdown (S)(T) (1685080) 4-55 Rrdd 
Lake (S)(T) (4TO3738) 

530 Pet Rescue (S)(T) (738) 

630 TFI Friday (S) @4221) 

730 News; Weather (S}(T) (305221) 

730 Gilbert and SuSvan (941221) 

830 The Lost Gardens of HeSgan. 

Gardening series (R)CH (I486) 

830 Brookskfe. Mamh is terrified when 
Jason threatens to get Luke (S){T) @221) 

930 Friends. Sitcom (R)(S)(T) @009) 

930 S ti e e t ma te. Davina McCafl plays cupid 
in Gtesgow and Leeds (T) (93298) 


1030 Frasier. Frasier’s high-school reunion is 
approaching (S)(T) @2757) 

1030 Eurotrash. (S)(T) @84196) H05 King 
of the HI (T) (288028) «35 TH Friday 
(S) (236405) 12*40 The Divine David 
Presents @@8326) 145 Bed Ass Babes 
(97072) 

145 Hllfi Ibenage Gang Debs (1966) 
Diana Conti takes over an al-grl gang in 
Brooklyn @90245) 

345 JEMl Eyewitness (1956) B-pic 
suspense vrito Muriel Pavtow (4821626) 

4L40 Dweebs (48944061) 535 Peari 

(«2096®. 535 2 Stupid Dogs (7T»345) 
To Sam 


930 BMUl'/l Shadow of Obsession 

sateache 
(52104080) 


(T994) Veronica Hamel plays a teacher 
staked by a student (S)(T) G 


KK40 The People vs Jterry Sadowftz. 

Unusual tah show @388388). 


1140 HHfll Eva (1977) Limp erotic ttrffier, 
with Caroline Berg (9488202) 

130 llILii And the Band Played On 

(E93) Earnest attempt to tefl the Aids 
story (S) (7022177) 

2L30 M Hi M Stormy (1935) Equine eframa 
with Noah Beery Jr (87260239) 

435 The Road (10256055) 4^0 Prisoner: 
Cel Bfock H (3996264) 530 100 Per Cent 
(R)(S) (2259559) To 6am. 


ITV/Regions 


630 5 News (7871689) 730 WideVforid 

(R) (S) (9969592) 730 Mfeshake! (S) 
(2259775) 735 Wanziefc House (R) 
(9690405) 830 Havakazoo (1030196) 
830 Dapptedown Farm (R)(S) (1039467) 
930 Mixing tt (2643979) 9u25 Posteaids 
(4665134) 930 Oprah @482641) 1030 
Sunset Beach (S) (2097689) 1110 Leeza 

(S) (2977115) 1230 5 News at Noon 
(S)(T) (1033283) 1230 Family Affairs 
(R)(S)(T) (9809912) 100 The Bold end 
toe BeauBM (S)(T1 (9968863) 130 Die 
Roseanne Show (R) (9808283)230 100 
Per Cent Gold (S) (6223280) 230 Good 
Afternoon (4428047) 

330 EH23 Dahra (1996) Fanah Fawcett 
juggles two affars as she searches for the 
son she gave ip for adoption (9502730) 

5-20 Sunset Beach (S) @051467) 

630 lOO Per Cent (S) @180592) 

630 Famay Affairs (S)(T) @171844) 

730 5 News (S)(T) @230399) 

730 Champions of the WUd (T) @177028) 

830 Was It Good for You? Reviews of the 
Dominican Repiijic (S) @349047) 

830 Hofiday Park. Docu-soap following tie at 
Foxhunter caravan park (S)(T) @228554) 
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CHOICE 


Hofljy City: New medical 

drama series See Choice, betow (S)(T) 
(457386). 

9JOO News,' ftogkmn) Mews (T) (3337) 

930 Paddington Green. Trade's st£2 slow 
for wig-man Harry (S)(T) (30096). 


1 Patriot Games (S3?) 
Hamscn Ford stars as the CtAs Jack 
Ryan, making en ernes cf the R A when 
he spods a terronst attack m London (T) 
(399541). 


SSent Motive (1992) Pamca 
Wetng stars as a stalked author in this 
smart tefe-thrfler (S)(T) (554980) 

135 BBC News 24 (31343771). To 6am 


TUESDAY TELEVISION 


BBC2 


Business Breakfast (20378) 730 
News (479471 9JOO K4oy (S) (6705893) 
9-45 The Vanessa 5*ow (5) @178783) 
10J55 News (7044657) tLOO Real 
Rooms (S) (7054034) TL25 Cant Cook 
VVOnt Cook (S) (709«93) TLSS News 
(1S758S* tLOO Cafl My Bluff (S336) 
12J30 Battersea Dogs’ Home £ 35601 
too News (40034) t30 Regional News 
(86738893) 140 Neighbours 
(65425909) 2 jOS Iranshje (770H83). 

2^5 Going for a Song (88)363^. a 20 
The weather Show (S) C0345e9i 

Chfldrenls BBC: Ptaydays (fl}(S» 
(7178198). L4S The Enchased Lands 
(R)(S) Pt0354fl 335 HtAwbb |S)fT) 
(8537522) 440 Opmurtks Co to the 
Movies IRHSjm (2637285. 4J5 The 
flfialy WUShav(S}(T) (T7E0725) 5J» 
Newsround (S)(T) (5507454) 5dO See 
How They Run (S)(T) (66479(»). 

IWgMwurs Lance convinces BO to 
place a bet (S)(T) p44i02i 

News; weather (T| (ST) 

Re gi o n al News (T) (831) 

HoBday, jffl Etmdo toes the txrsy rescrt 
of Sousse in Tunsa iSi(T) (492B) 

Eastenders. Emotions in the Square 
njn high and threaxn to dsrupt Tilfany's 
funeral (S)(T) (943473) 


MS Wood, Brass and Baboon Bones 

0692562) TOO The Little Polar Bear (R) 
19643611) 105 Tetetubtues (2070928) 
7-30 Yogis Treasure Hunt (R) (2363015) 
7 JO Blue Peter (S) (2367831) 8i5 Taz- 
Mania (5772*73) 8J0 Pdka Dot Shorts 
(82 7 5 7 6 3) 8J0 Oakie Doke (8271947) 
BOO German Gtobo (S) (7325980) 

9-05 Hate aus BerSn (S) (7324251) MO 
Wbrtung It Out (S) (7188454) &25 
Techno (S) (6530034) &45 Numberl!me 
(8378270) tOJOO Tetotubbios (S) (90137) 
«L30 WatChy (S) (5944454) 10.45 
Science Zone (S) (3259589) H05 
Space Ark (972^9% 1U5 Megamaths 
(S) (C94473) 1135 Words and Pictures 
(S) (2367676) H50 History F4e ($)(T) 
(2344725) tZM) Engksh Express (S) 
(4003725) 42.20 Working Lunch (41102) 
100 Oakie Doke (R)(S| (73716638) HO 
Tie Arts and Crafts Hour (S| (S24980). 
2J0 Sporting Greats (22252676) 2-40 
News (8088541) 2*45 Westmnster (S) 
(9920170) 3.23 News (2024102) X30 
Birds with Tony Soper (R)(S) @147657) 


3J0 IlHui TB the Clauds Rod By 

(1946) Robert Walker stars as songwriter 
Jerome Kern (2B829473) 

' tLOO Fresh Prince of Bel Air (257638). 

&25 Heartbreak Mgh (S)(T) (664893) 

730 The O Zone (S)(T) (468102) 

7-30 From the Edge (S)(T) (657). 

8JX> U ni v er sity Che Benge (S)(T) (1218) 

6L30 Rfcfc Stefafs Seafood Odyssey: 

Slem searches for the 'best fish in the 
world* - turbot (Sim (8025) 

SLQQ Morecambe and Wise (T) (350183) 


&25 


1020 


Great Railway Journeys. 

Michael PortSo explores hs complicated 
roots in a trek across the railway 
networks of Spam (S)(T) (977386) 

The Whitbread Announcement. 

(S){T) (993367) «L30 Newsnight (T) 
(853928) tliS Trial by Jtry (638831) 
1200 Despatch 8cx (S) (77329) 1200 
Learning Zone (46724690) To 6A5am 



TUESDAY CHOICE 

HOLBY CITY 4&10pm BBCl, left) is a new 
medical drama set in the Darwin Dfe rd at 
Holby City Hospital and stars four farmer 
soap actors: Michael French (David bom 
EastEnde rs), Lisa Faulkner (Louise from 
Brookside), Angela Griffin (Fiona from 
Coronation Street) and Nicola Stephenson 
Gdargaret from Brookside). “Some of the 
best performances on screen have come out 
of soaps in (he last fcwyears.” says the Head 
of Drama Series, Mai Young. A Casualty 
spin-off fall of former soap stars? In the 
ratings wai; the BBC is taking no chances. 


ITV Granada 


&AO GMTV (6837218). 9^5 Trisha (S){T) 
(3601589) 10JO ThtS Mommg (T) 
(65397678). 12.20 Granada News and 
Weather (T) (6011015) 12-30 News; 
Weather iT) (45928) 100 Home and 
Away (S)(Tj (826B0893) 125 The 
Jerry Springer Show (S)(T) (8524744) 
2J0 Coronation Street (R)(T) (3153812) 
2.45 Oales Sifliermarket Sweep (S)fT) 
(506522) 345 News (T) (2022714) 
320 Granada News (T) (2029657) 

3.25 Children's ITV: MopatopS Shop (T) 
(2002980) 3.35 Rosie and Jvn (S) 
(8542454) 3.50 The Wombtes (S) 
(9195522). 4.00 Cow and Chicken (T) 
(9627676) 4J25 Mike and Angelo 
(S)(T) (9382116). 4J50 How B (S)(T) 
(9206928). 5.10 Home and Away (S)(T) 
(2505706). 5.40 News (T) (728134) 

5.55 Granada Tonight (T) (9393569) 

7.00 Emmerdale. Kan and Steve sit side 
by side in the dock (S)(T) (9096) 

7-30 Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? 

Quiz show (S)(T) (75034) 

8.30 Airline. Real-life documentary series 
following the passengers and staff at 
easyJet (T) (7251) 

9.00 Peak Practice. Newcomer Dr 
Graham draws breath after the tragic 
accident at the car raUy - and is then 
landed with a £6000 bill lor caReig out 
the helicopter (S)fT) (6251) 

10.00 News; Weather (T) (32693) 

10.30 Granada News (T) (145541) 

10.40 Someone to Watch over Die. 

A look at the rare personality disorder 
Munchausen syndrome by proxy, which 
can cause parents to injure and even 
kill their own chWten (T) (978676). 

11^40 The Shea Neary Story (327469). 
12.40 Renegade (S) (8979139) 1.50 
The Haunted Fish lank (3637874) 2.25 
Highlander (6704058) 3.15 Wish You 
WSre Hera-.? (S)(T) (61392508) 3.40 
FootbaD League Extra (8285961) 44*5 
ITV Nightscreen (3913503) S410 News 
(92684). To 6am. 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


7-00 The Big Breakfast (S) (30657) 9J>0 
Schools (250299) 1130 Powettiouse 
(4522) 12-00 Sesame Street (82n6) 
12.30 Bewitched (R) (26270) 100 Pet 
Rescue (R)(S)(T) (337W). 130 Roots to 
Success (867*5183) 


145 UlLil Until They SeU <i9S7) Sick. 
courtroom drama with J oan Fontame 
and Pad Newman (77560386). 

3^0 The Hampton Court Palace (305) 
4*00 Fifteen to One <R|(S) ( 812 ) 44*0 
Countdown (S) fn6) 500 Ricki Lake 
(S) (5742) UO pet Rescue (S) (676) 

600 Kbig of the HOI (R)(S|(T) (589) 

630 Home fanprovement (T) (541) 

700 News; Weather (S)(T) (352831) 

735 GObert and Suffivan: the Very 

Animation (243015) 


BOO Brookside. Undsey discovers Peters 
true whereabouts (S)(T) (6386) 

8.30 Classic Aircraft. Stories of old 

aircraft surviving m new roles and cf the 
pilots who keep them flying (T) (5893) 

900 Rats. Award-wmmng film that reveals a 
unique perspective of He in New York by 
explorng the relationship between the j 
two most successful mammals found in ! 
the city - man and rat (S)(T) (4893) ! 


600 5 News (7933473) 700 WideWorld 
(9C3S676). 7.30 Milkshake! (1805639) 
7.35 Wunzies House (9769589) 800 
Hava kazoo ;n92980) 8430 Dappledown 
Farm (H91251) 900 Weather Front 
(1115831) 9-30 Oprah (6551725) 10JM 
Sunset Beach (2159473) iidO Leeza 
(2G46299) 12.00 5 News (9978096) 
100 3cU and the Beautiful (9037947) 
130 The Roseanrw Show (9977367) 
200 100 Per Cent Gdd (6393367) 

24*0 Good Afternoon (4580331) 

3-30 C33 The Lies Boys Tell (1994) 
Aung, aged Kirk Douglas takes his 
estranged sen on a journey home in this 
teledrama (Tl (3664522) 

S Jto Sunset Beech (S)(T) (6113251) 

600 100 Per Cent (S) (5259676) 

6.30 Family Affair* (S)(T) (5240928) 

700 5 News tS)(T) (6392163) 

7.30 Champions of the Wild. A look at 
the work cf the Santa Rosa National 
Park in Costa Rica (S)fT) (5239812) 

800 Perfect Babies. Mark Easton starts a 
new three-part series on how parents 
are hens offered the chance to design 
the genetic make-up of then- chddren 
and the implications this has tor the 
future cf mankind (S)(T) (5560980) 


10.00 Father Ted. (R)(S)fO (32675)8 104*0 
Bob and Margaret (H473) 

1100 Short Stories 8102) 

1130 Dope Sheet (92909). 12.00 War 
Story (9747706) 1205 Moms JeOy 
House of Fashion (6848690). 12.20 His 
Mother's Voice (8753955) 1205 A is tor 
Autism (1929400) 12-50 Going 
Equipped (43 39495) 12-55 Some 
Protection (1927077) 105 Pro and Con 
(9828619) 1 45 Glassy Ocean (1664435) 


140 UHuI Ulysses f1967). Adaptation of 
James Joyce's epic novel of Dubbn life 
starring Barbara Jefford (75195348) 

5.55 Sesame Street (4894346) To 7am 


900 liliui Bat 21 (1988) US airforce 

pitot Gene Hackman lands deep behind 
enemy fines after ejecting from his plane 
ever Vietnam. Hbs only guide (via radio 
contact) is spotter pilot Danny Glover. A 
tense drama which avoids false heroics. 
•:S)!T) (5570367) 

1100 Two. Thrffler. Cus is now penniless and 
suspected of kiting his wife. Michael 
Easton stars (S) (21031S3). 

1155 The Jack Docherty Show (S) 

(1732831). 124*5 Live and Dangerous 
(S; (5060077) 115 Live and Dangerous 
(continued) (S) (49315936) 3.45 Asian 
Football Show (S) (7506961) 4-40 
Prisoner Ceil Block H (3065348) 54*0 
100 Per Cent (R)(S) (2180233) To 6am. 


Sky Premier 

tuxf Raca lor 'Kxf Ufc Ctart* Brmi (fC7) i7zn>i) 
too cm «o itkti fftraa n 

Smrk ta spec* ism kos) OMUisDnan 
BOOH LOO Bus nXTSl2Mf*n to rtuut 
OnW Bme (I9m CB=M 4A0 OU Wto (657| 
MquDSeini aw stonti tt spoo. mw 
01763 U» m« Wma) (T>XJ |7?ca MLOO frown 
Anew rasq COSO rtJO Pima Fo« WM K3BTC5I) 
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Sky Movie Max 

VO Ironcar Mu Ku (HTBi nS79<73 OOO b frao 

AbAa(B9S WW601 Ttoo SnoaUDvn [9681 qsu) 

too Amwcan mwji re>fr tEZJ 1 M T«ro 10 
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l*W) HS7X4 SJO CM lie (80) (OKb 345 My 

Haamaseeeemszoo-lMOT/nrajSarGoay 

by* (G07) from 

Sky Ckieina 

AJXSDa&vf rSS*l OOM96QI OJM The Gn« UW«- 
(OOl PKB33 *00 Tima hon K> K1 (SM 

mM6a «UM dOTWn- VOIOms BBCJOOa 

ASB The Fiencfl ComKaon f®71) (J7TOBSI\ OAO 

The UgoM d HO Horn (1973 (BOMmi 3JB Bayond 
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Satellite & cable 


FHmFour 

*00 PW 043 on SOUS' snwr P9S3 *0587631 ZJO 

Pony Guo* IB671 Q34ipast MO ThaTna»wf.ow 

Mi and lw UmW Cunwa 17390563 VtOO The 

NON mb- 106*1 mcauna tuo 

issi nssma tos P«nta La Foi nSES coaswi 

ISO Cd 0964) «45<K7B71 (JO - 6M LMaaOl* 

(834)|9644G0(L 

Sky One 

zarcort Dudida (BXC3 zao Chra Bons HG034 

UO Hotvoeoi S(W>«> oessn BJOO Sa*y R«rart 

*BESn «JM> (XnMB84S« MOO Odly< 

noo Jarmr Jonas r7T3BY 1O0 Uu MmutHw 

KB3o 130 JNpanW Mm UOO Saw Rapwd 

I*67M1 300 J«ny Jorai 0E7S. «40 Ckdyl OOMQ 

SOW Daoc Space Nno CS99) *00 Umad mbiM- 

«ri CWt) OJO Own laum OB31 ZOO Siroim 

*saa T30 Tha Snouns S3671 300 Hoxua Madcs 

*67« BJO Capon KK& MO WalTi *00*0 Pt*a 

Mdaaa CKnmUM Caaaca Unaaorad CBSKi ttDO 

Draoa Taam BG&8I *L30 Dorn Spaca hna 080901 

030 Hgl rt a UO Lug Plaj (900«3*e 

Sky Sports 1 

UO C«m *06683} XU VUi. asoxs MS K20 

exaeno on Caraw KUTtA OJO Ibenj (fraj 

CSSt9| OjOO Aerabca |47IBq 030 Italia <» 9(V 


Soars KieattOO Foaewf Uau icaai ttoo 

TMODn 07990) UOO Aerjtn CSCT. 030 ?x=aJ 

9C99i 230 Soman FooCXH (EES9) 430 Taaai 

m4JBWMufnai»SS«Madar , 391 

>30 Cana ««Jtt 030 Stdm Faecal n83SSi X30 

Fa*nn ft*?} 030 Gnytnml Rxng *S3Xn 1030 

Cansa 156857} MJ9 itair* cn Sky Soars (033 

tt AS ScottcJi Feoad (TCCL TL45 Cares iUSXT. 

1230 VtUIa on 3» aaos i73S37) 1230 Sserrsr 

(STSOfr 230 Cans «EB95*a 2M Cose 

2 

I972M5*) 190 Carers K3H381 145 

Reno Nk «SW OS Wnsutnc B063K7V 

&4SCar?S (9S83II 030 PtnT-4 P529C7R 030 

FWi TV (77S4M WOO Ujaa Span B83SHCi 130 

t«l> fW m38^& 230 RrfSvi CSKSfr 330 

HoUUmr&alCSXm) «30 UOrwMjT^seSL 

130 0754763) 030 E tW- Ui 3S299i 

1030 Fasra KS72MI «30 ftrtnq «6t®3 830 

F^m Stag 148*63} 130 s«e* (3C5CT361 MS 

Fas™ ensoo ze spas imm axxs$ us 

eras *40076031 330 ■ ZOO CtcVK &XKSi 

Sky SportsS 

030 WB*g mrsm 130 FOl TV 

130 Fign TV bTSXSSi 230 UoOKpCft rQ6SC72Si 

330 Spormg Hao« (HMWl 3 


tfTSSS 430 uxor va* Focawi e9*494n 
B30 rasau ^S32BS 33Q RStnq *aT7PUL ZOO 
Fan TV 09686531 330 Fan TV ASfttnoi 330 FV>IB 
Sens -40635891 1030 Scpaccus 1*002396} 1130 
CTympcs *329763 TI30 Qcaa 

UK Gold 

130 Oaosss tOBSSS) 230 W0Oo>n I9M4034) 

Z55 EJSEndBC n3S8S3i >30 HwHS B433»K» 

•30 Tlw SB 0040961 >30 Tha Wusa ri BoC 

9S73299. tt3D WOK 0CQ9BOL U30 OdBbs 
SBSK 1BI T15S IWdOOn (966=7701 025 Bad- 

STtlcrs (75V36h 130 Jd« fraio l*9ax» 230 Od 

as OK»Q 23> ThS B rU66S3% 32S The 91 

*TBe56Cl XM E£3&M«3 CMWrei. 430 Ar»b 

rasa^l 530 A* Craanns Gres anfl Smd PCS857I 

•30 !>mav U993B«1 TOO uor » Daomtw 

lZ773B6i 340 B Aan >«l Htl Ihm (tt60)*t B30 

unsxf 9666096} 030 M Dwvl IV (0736411 

■30 Tin Lite (T7BBZ23I W30 WIPO BWe 67395713* 

H35 T>» so PHU ttO» Tla Mr*OWa 
1239 Sparuer (79C9CA 139 htaWM DBS078L 230 

Jan^evj fS83S03i 3JIO - V)0 ShCCfng BS&DDi 

Paramount Comedy Channel 

TOO CBjMKC I92IQ 330 Dssnwnds 890fr 330 

Rsaorw KOI 830 Nmada «2S MO Cybfl 

(3439B >30 VC RaeMa SS309 «30 Fnar 
C33X) W30 Own (338^ 1130 SartMl 09933 

tuo Lanv Samao 9» Ram 1230 Dow Um- 

iran *36Xi 130 TOa (870^ 130 Tha One OlSSn 

230 OmsPXSSt ZM Soy *3G* MO Tte 

maffcs E75«?» 330 Motaand 03750 430 Ctase 


ITV/Regions 

* T2nw i«d> 

itfliHISt 800 Desna pSUBi laOHomaona 

fflCSMSaurarfflS' 

SWBI OSOSttB) 030 mono ma *ao» iWwl 
•33 xncwi Noaa P549» 1040 We 8 »» 
<K5S»L 1840 On An frnOHia Usn (S23*aP4» 
149 Tea Haautt Fts.H3f* C72Ca US 

19968301 Att Wt* «*» _ 

Hm> ' 04005K5) 435 Sounara* (B8S5SW5V 
<49 ITV Ugmemn IK 395331 


- aa wiBao n 

isoarw. 1235 ao«ariWw* (SE9MW 
fcarw mows PQ296571 B30 LDOOreiaiO 
•30 Otf Hasp C99> ttJO Bgda M W 
IKiMI two nm m no e >W U» (S3I3939S 
Central 

A» Orantdi neaptc 1230 Careral Ham 
CC1CI5) 800 KamSnen OSUft 130 Spmqw 
Sm i9C53?ra 249 HoWaM **5 SOHSll 
«J 0 £toB3« SOB* (2535700 BJOO HmB are 
Amy ouwi 038 Cenad NBwsfljWEft 
1840 F<3n. An ImpeoPt kta j£2SB09n 435 
jacrrioa y oJOZT) 930 Asun Eye K2TS4>t} 

Orarepien 


*c:croi C3S IwloartttSin*! 130 
Pasaxin Our OSOP. 100 50 'IW '903227m 
249 HO-W ana Am* /50735U 830 S^ra.1 
Ftkjst (9*71 830 r*ro imsre 03»w» 

US nJofas (TCTO ttJO SanowwD «Oi 
mi MO 0*4731 TUO Haaonm (9557991 1840 
(rocor. Uan 1529393961 890 Bay *301 
rjjrfc 2.45 Tnsha 997C3SI 3^0 

Scattina Toa« 0C5659T) 430 HWS VQV 

rf; 056.12221 430 UatM*. 5>W W«B (83831 

HTV Wales 

4* CraniMta attpt: 124S HTV NM 

0*35367) 800 GhDfftmd (3SU0) 130 
3nn AUK H42991 230 Jary Sanpar 
3D36473) SJOACoarrvPtasacolSSOSrofil 

040 Homo and AjOy C44C4) >38 DX^K 

,354938'. 1840 - 44S As Anpki 
RTC1 

Z30 Conpi«w Cosmos ra’HXVi 84 0 Bon 

Vssas* 186773019 730 Ooen H=uso (907^1*4 

B3S noma Mm [*r7its lOaMVM 03S Tha 
Does 02829523 10 J 3 row, Falcon Cn« 

(9344.-S89. 1830 Nws mo mo unma Hi 

fl*048Jn 1230 Ccraraicn SB»or 0609321) 
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s.Twa iKJ73*m 140 Ahos m* Boss’ 
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, 54 J 22»2 530 Euro UM BB7J5061 

Network 2 

845 Jl^hs siano ( 97 T 9 $ 5 £ 3 ) tt 5 Ooua 
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830 Cjho iFTSl 830 ITV [312372991 
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.59-42S3I 1030 Learning PSKKCSI'. 1130 
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LVmnnq Sooal (832313051 825 MOV* U«C 
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Scottish 

4a Granada aacaoB 1220 bdoy (608BH) 

1235 Taletos IGQ29XML 130 Today B5«E) 
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ss Today (2991 1030 Someon e to Wten over 
Ma (35*731 1830 Today (5532991 1840 Ran 
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Passpml ua92inQ 5J25 hexknes (71C3139L 

Ulster tV I 
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eonOBL 130 Comm Street (1502) UO 
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Yorkshire 1 

An Grararta racnpfc 935 Local ffgas 

6 J 0 XWrtfl CMl 1V40 Flm An mnocore Man 

(U9390S& 438 JOOttKkc (»05<B) 

Tyne Teas 

4a 1r«— — oxceptr 830 tfdeo JUMt 

(2SS! 1040 Tyro lew Fra 40 Teen naBCL 

1140 Sgm»B Wdch awMeGWtt «J 0 
Finn FtauSieiaen UnOdivv) (587232! 


WEDNESDAY TELEVISION 


ITV/ Region! 


BBCl 


BBC2 


m 

KM5 

cs®:. 

bj’SI 

1030 



tL40 


6.00 Businass Breakfast (45232) 74)0 
New® (21329)9.00 K9my (8609665) 
9*45 The Vanessa Shaw (S) (5145435) 
10^5 News (70T1329J. fUJO Real 
. Rooms (S) (7021706) TL25 Carrt Cook. 
VI Vfonl Cook (S) (7928665) ttS5 News 
* (12T7961) 12LOO Cat My BLiff (6969Q. 

12L30 Battersea Dogs' Home (948<*J). 
1^*0 News (24416) 130 Reefona) News 
(86632665) -MO Neighbours (653T2481) 
2:05 Ironside (R) (760595^.2^5 Going 
for a Song (S) (8590110) 3J» The 
Weather Show (S) 0094861) 

3.25 CMkfron's BBC: Playdays (7191510) 
3^45 Little Monsters (S) (9189961) 330 
ChuckleVision (S)(T) (8023023) 440 See 
It Saw It (S)(T) (6933495) 4^5 The WBd 
House (1664597) 5j00 Newsround (T) 
(5401226) MO Blue Peter (T) (653448f) 

5w35 Neighbours (S)(T) (703435) 

6-00 Hours; Weather (T) (481) 

&30 Re^onal News (T) (961) 

ZOO WHdBfe on One (R)(S)(T) (905^ 

730 Dream House (S)(T) (145) 

830 Changing Rooms (S}(T) (8706) 

830 Battersea Dogs' Home (T) (972139) 

^50 The National Lottery: Amazing 
Luck Stories (S)(T) (947053) 

930 News; Weather (T) (5077) 

930 ThaX<Flles. MJder and Safly 

recount thor vastons of events leadng 
up to the death of a teenager (S)(T) 
(662394) 


show (S)(T) (809023) 

Confessions of the ChasMro 
Whies. Profiles of five women who are 

part of the wealthy Cheshire set (708955) 

lilSSI In the Deep Woods (892) 
ThWy plotted suspense mys*wywWi 
Rosanna Arquette (SKT) (785955) 

US News 24 £9886714) To 6am. 


635 A Source of ktsplrathm (T) 

(4284954) 730 Tooth Fairies (R)(S) 
(8992923). 735 Teletubbies (2967400) 
Z30 fogte Treasure Hunt (R) (3919232) 
735 The Realy WBd Show (S)(T) 
(2»6394) 815 Taz-Maria (5749145) 
&40 Polca Dot Shorts (8242435) 830 
Brum (Fi) (83*8619) 930 Environment 
(7168690) 9J0 What? Where? Whan? 
Why? (S) (7082226) 935 The Art (S) 
(6507706) 935 Words and Pictures (S) 
(8272042) 1030 Teletubbies (S) (18955) 
1030 Nimbertime (S) (584822^. RL45 
Cats' Eyes (S) (5836481) tLOO Around 
Scotland (S) (666690) TL20 The 
Geography Programme (S)(T) (B4IQ771) 
1130 Science in Action (S)(T) (2342313) 
1230 Spanish Magazine (S) (4083961) 
12JS Halo aus Berth (S) (9395313) 
1230 Working Lurch (92416) 130 
Brom (R) (73603T1C) tIO The Arts and 
Crafts Hour (S) (2428752) 240 Sporting 
Greats (S) (22229348) 2-40 News (T) 
(B982313) 245 Wbstnfoster (S)(T) 
(6873110) 335 News (T) (9680145) 


430 UlliJI That’s Entertainment, 
part 2 (1978) Another slab of MGM 
cinema history (T) (9435) 

630 Star T*ek- The Next Generation. 

Sci-fi tfama series (R)(S)(T) (536597) 

L45 Buffy the Vamp ir e Slayer. Buffyfe 
biotogy teacher is taBed by a gianf 
praying mantis (S)(T) (930684) 

7-30 Tales from the Rhu nr ha n k. T he 

natual history of angfing (R)(S){T) (787) 

830 Battle of the Sexes (S)(T) (6348) 

830 Home Front. Tips tor storing videos, 
bods and clothes (S)(T) (29K) 


530 Morser Btues. New 

documentary series See Choice, betow 
(S)(T) (431110) 

930 Blood on Die Carpet. Behind-the- 
scenes tales of Wg battiest the 
business world (S)(T) (285394) 

1030 Newsnight (T) (325771) 1U5 trial by 
Jury (Sm 09193Q. 1230 Despatch 
Box (S) (484439. 1230 Lsanwig Zone 
(46820462) To 635am. 



^ ^jSP^SDAY CHOICE 

eqmfist frond thefat episode of Mosey 
^Btoes(^miBBC^l^,an*t)bseTational 
dorontent a xy^ - oa the Merseyside ptrifoe. 
Iheoiettfcersflf Ihe dty"a drags sqaadare 
oosnmitted and professional, bat they are 
also strapped ito* Ca^L ’TOth the murder 
SQWd ta^tDg^p ail ffie overtime fends on 
two ISGogs, the drugs team is working 
overtme for rtothing. Jetmy Crowther’s 
jkw series, fburyeare inffic roahang, may 
seemBse jnst anofliercop doahsbap, but if 
panoses to betuortlteestnig than that 


ITV Granada 


630 GMTV (6897690)935 Trisha (S)(T) 
(3661961) 1030 This Morning (T) 
(65364348) 1230 Granada News (T) 
(6088787) 1230 News (T) (16042) 130 
Home and Away (S)(T) (82584665) 135 
The Jerry Spmger Show (S)(T) (8591416) 
240 Emmerdale (R)(S)(T) (3057684) 
2-45 Dales Stpermarket Sweep (S)(T) 
(173455) 345 News (T) (2099416) 330 
Granada News (7) (2096329) 

335 ChBdreh's ITV: Mopatop^ Shop (T) 
(290675^ 335 Teddybears (85288AI) 
aA5 jumanj (T) (8464684) 440 
Whtcriwig (S)(T) (9500955) 4v40 Mad 
for It (S) (7112787) 540 Home and Away 
(S)(T) (6800918) 530 News (T) (688787) 


Tonight (7) 0353961) 


730 Emmer da le. Steve and Kim go into the 
witness bar (S)(T) (1226) 

730 Coro nati on Street. Les becomes a 
pariah when his misdemeanoure are 
exposed (T) (313) 

830 Who Wants to Be a WBonako? 

Quiz show (S)(T) (3874) 

830 PoBee, Camera, Action!. 

Afastair Stewwt puts a new security 
device to the test (R)(S) (9481) 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 


930 Ga ra g o s from Hell Horror stories of 
car conmen - the dodgy seconct'and car 
salesmen and mechanics who takes 
unsuspecting drivers tor a ride (T) (261S9. 

1030 News; Wbather (T) (62787) 

1030 Granada News (T) (454665) 

10-40 The Big Match: FA Cup Replay. 

FootbaD h^Bghts (21395329) 


1245 


155 


Umfl Fatal Deception; Mrs Lee 
Harvey Oswald (1993) Helena 
Bonham Carter stars as OswaidS wife, 
Marina, in this tme story (168658) 

Tha Jatry Springer Show (2188340) 
230 Master Class (7849608) 335 
Trisha (R)(S)(T) (9846004) 435 
Soundtrax (S) (60442Sn) 445 rrv 
fiighlscreer (8947882) 530 News 
(43998) lb 6am. . 


Sky HoviaMax 

TotfuK fopTac (Wai* nmuH 
■MUo (nra*L UO ujettudil 
„ (Htuwrn* End af ttaQa ldan WkttuMi 
§B 8 S 8 ) U » LK lap T«r PS70BJ. UOFMlM 

EEtemBN»ena 

Oottao V ta nttwr rs4l) pC ^ MCLe*ta»wli— 

#t??U #J)0 weHg 
«li» Qtn MBS mflM 
nsea )«S54rarLM Tha -- 

in Mtt-rvra Moa n Unigeei (gq i*83S4g i 
•SO The Be Qw» 


730 The Big B re a k fas t (S) (4T139) 930 
Schoob (713394) 1130 ffowerhouse 
(6752) 1230 Sesame Street (B9400) 
1230 Roots to Success (14664) 130 
Pet Rescue <R)(S)(T) (44226) 130 Roots 
to Success (86649955) 


■L45 Uml Wee WBe Winkle (1937) 
Moptop SNrtey Temple metts the hearts ol 
hardened solders at a colonial outpost in 
hefia (77537058) 

330 Hampton Cocrt Palace fi) (435) 
430 Fifteen to One (S)(T) (462) 430 
Countdown (S)(T) (226) 530 Ricki Lake 
(S)(T) (5232) 

530 Pet Rescue (S)(T) (706) 

630 Late Unch with Me! and Sue. 

Celebrity chat (95503) 

ZOO News; Weather (S}(T) (834684) 

735 Gilbert and Suffivan: the Very 

Arimaticn (722936) 


830 Brookskle. Jackie tries to ease the pain 
cf betrayal for Lindsey (S)(T) (1416) 

830 The Real Hofiday Show. Davina 
McCM takes a last took at video efiaries 
made by "rear hofidaymakers (T) (7023) 

930 ER Ross is tofd that his contract wB not 
be renewed by the County Genera! 
Hospital (RI (3961) 

1030 ER. More medtoal drama with the staff of 
County General (R) (3348) 


1130 The Mark Thomas Comedy 

Product, Thomas searches for fresh 
targets in this mix of comedy and current 
affairs (3232) 

1130 The Comedy Lab (K135) 1230 

Board SU*ad (R) (33571) 1230 Footbal 
Itafia (534530) 330 Transworld Sport (R) 
P6191) 


430 


535 


UlLa Submarkie Patrol (193^. 

Preston Foster sorts the men from the 
boys in this US Navy action film (176066) 


Street f478B20)Tb 7am. 


Satellite & cable 
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630 5 News (7900145) ZOO WideWorld ■ 

(R) (S)(T) (9005348) 730 MBtshake! (S) 
(4659351) 735 WimzieS, House (R) 
(9729961) 830 HavakazDO (R)(S) 
(X596752) 830 Dapptedown Farm (R)(S) 
(HK5023) 930 Hot Property (R)(T) 
(2775135) 935 Russel Grants Postcards 
^4794690 830 Oprah (B455597) 1030 
Sunset Beach (S)fO (2126145) 1140 
Leeza (R)(S) (2933771) 1230 5 News 

(S) (T) (100613^. 1230 Family Affairs 
(R)(S){T) (9672868) 10 0 The Bold and 
the BeautitU (S)(T) (9004619) 130 The 
Roseame Show (S) (9B7T139) 230 100 
Per Cent Gold (S) (6292139) 230 Good 
Afternoon (S) (4557503) 


330 Ulliil Joe Dancer -the Big 

Trade (1981) Robert Blake stare as TV 
detective Joe Dancer; accused of murder 
when investigating a Ho*ywood scandal 
With Kenneth McMIan (9568394) 

530 Sunset Beach |S)f7) (6017023) 

630 100 Per Cent (S) (5226346) 

630 Family Affairs (S)(T) (5137400) 

730 5 News (S)(T) (6296955) 

730 Champions of the Wild. WBcttfe 

documentary on the pfight of chimpanaaes 
to the Ruwenznrt mountains of western 
Uganda (S)(T) (5133684) 

830 Wing aid a Pr aye r. The lawyers of 
Satthouse Chambers return tor a new rui 
of the drama set in courtroc ms of the 
north of Eh^and (S)(T) (5464752) 


930 liiliil Hostile Force (S96) Two 
masked gunmen seize a security firm 
control centre Luckiy for the surviving 
hostages, iwo of their number are ex-copa 
Andrew McCarthy stars as the ruthless 
gang leader in this briskly staged ‘perfect 
crime' tlrter (SJCD (C243S36) 

1030 Not Mefnda's Big IGght In. 

Presented by Gail Porter (S) (345T706) 

1130 Strange Luck (S) (9701416) 1235 NHL 
Buffalo Sabres vs Phoenix Coyotes (S) 
(46630733) 430 Cki> CteSS (72542608) 
535 Move On Up (S) (05529849) S30 
100 Per Cent (RJ(S) (4659135) To Sam 
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30/TELEVISION & RADIO 


THE WEEKEND MVttjJf 

-n* 9 Ja nuary 




Sunday television 


BBCl 


&55 The Minsters (T) (7892300) 7.20 
Match of the Day (S)(T) (3415132) a30 
Breakfast wifli Rost (S)(T) {W132J. 030 
The Heaven and Earth Show (S) (98039). 
1030 Porridge (R)(T) (98316). 1100 
Match of Their Day (S)fT) (W03) 1130 
Country Fite (S)(7) (8132). 124W News 
(T) (8151687). 124)5 Hot Shots (RJ(S)fT) 
(8559519) 1215 Due South (S)(T) 
(5345497). 1,00 EastEnders (H)(S)(T) 
(9557300)225 Cartoon (35362229) 

235 EffiJ The Parent Trap (1981) 

Haytey Mis as twin sisters who meet far 
the first time at camp (T) (65609519) 

*40 MasterChef (S)(T) [7289403) 540 
News; Weather (T) (2450229) 530 
Regional News and Wteather (538071) 

535 Songs of Praise (S)(T) (583687) 

640 Last of the Simmer Wine. Long- 
running sitcom (R)(S)(T) (987103) 

640 Antiques Roadshow. The antiques 
team visit Gateshead (S)(T) (250652) 

735 MHftl Stargata (1994) Kurt Russell 
"bokfiy goes' through a time portal in 
this comic-strip sci-fi (S)(T) (02677687) 

945 News; Weather (T) (789720) 

930 The Lakes, The villagers attend the 
funeral of the three chfldren tragicaly 
drowned to the late (S)(T) (517107) 

1040 Un finish ed Business. Comedy 
starring Harriet Vfelter (S)(T) (377103) 

KL40 Pm Alan Partridge. Comedy series 
charting the fortunes of the oly farmer 
chat-show host (R)(S)(T) (985780) 

1140 Ruby Wax Meet&.. (R)(S)(T) 

(300294) 1140 The Big End (S)(T) 
(27713®. 

1240 BUM Final Vertfict (1991) Treat 
Wsiams as Twenties lawyer Eari Rogers 
in a low-key tete-bioptc (S)(T) (1104527) 

140 The Sky at Night (S)(T) (6802689) 
24)5 Joins BBC News 24 (74475256) 

To 6am. 



BBC 2 


730 King Greenftngers (R)(S) (4509040) 
735 DBy the Dinosaur (R) (0409045) 
745 Tdetubbies (S) (4684294) 830 
Lit tle Mou se on the Pratoe (R)(T) 
(M93768) 835 Alvin and the 
Chpmunks (R) (7578403) 930 Charlie 
Brown and Snoopy Show (R) (6565565) 
945 The Wld House (S)(T) (5056519) 
1040 Wayne Manifesto (S) (6352323) 
1035 Grange Hi (R)(S)(T) (5046045) 
HOO Kids and Cops (S) (718T132) 
1135 Grange HI (R)(S)(7) (1547565) 
1130 The O Zone (R)(S)(T) (7609774) 
1235 The Simpsons (R)(S)(T) 

(4513652) 1230 Robot Wars (R)(S)(T) 
(32294) 14)0 Top Gear - the TVR Story 
(S)(T) (19956) 130 Sunday Grandstand 
(S) (79183120) 135 Ski Sunday 
(900167T) 230 Basketoa* (57688381) 
54)0 The Boat Show (S) (3229) 

64)0 World Darts. Coverage ofthe final of 
the 1999 Embassy world championship. 
With Ray Stubbs (S) (4541622® 

840 Inside the Lords. The series 
continues by meeting a cdection of 
cross-benchers - members with no 
party alegiance (S)(T) (523671) 

830 Monet’s Gardens (S)(T) (199671) 

94K) History of Alter na tive Comedy. 

Angus Deayton teRs how the new wave 
of British comedy began (S)(T) (2381) 

930 Gfmme Gimme Gimme. Ltoda and 
Tom awake to find a half-naked man in 
their flat <S)(T) (25958) 

1000 Clock watch (S)(T) (263861) 


1040 FfliMMil Shooting the Past 

Three-part drama by Stephen Foliakoft 
See Choice, below (S)(T) (7937869) 

1125 Timescape (1992) SmaB- 

lown widower Jeff Daniels has peculiar 
visitors at his modest guest house A 
smaJ-scale fantasy, but its well-acted 
(SJ(T) (606381) 

24)0 Leanring Zone. (71333817) To 
635am. 


Sunday Choice 

WRITER/DIRECTOR Stephen Poliakoff is an 
acquired taste - he is simply too opaquely 
high-brow for some palates. He is in 
typically arty territory with Shooting the 
Past ( 10 . 10 pm BBC2), which meshes 
together stories from the past and present 
Liam Cunningham plays an American 
properly developer who wishes to uproot 
a picture library containing 10 million 
images in order to build a new business 
schooL He is met with opposition from the 
library employees, led by Marilyn (Lindsay 
Duncan) and Oswald (Timothy Spall left). 


ITV Granada 


6.00 GRITTY (66671) 84)0 Diggit (1135377) 
935 Art Attack (R)(S)(T) (6575942) 
935 Worst Witch (R)(S)(T) (5950381) 
1035 Superman (1324403) 1035 
Cartoon (7095381) 114)0 My Favourite 
Hymns (S)(T) (9671) 7130 Sunday 
Morning (S)(T) (22774) 1230 The 
Sunday Supplement (29720) 14)0 
News; Wteather (T) (73769720) 140 
Jonathan Dimbleby (S)(T) (5559652) 
230 Granada News (T) (35274010) 
235 Murder, She Wrote (2002300) 

34)0 13 Hill Meet Me in St Louis 

(1944) A great musical, affectionately 
recreating idyHic smafl-town fife in the 
early 19003. With Judy Garland (78855) 

54)0 Coronation Street (R)(T) (7855) 

64)0 Granada News (T) (067720) 

635 Soccer Sunday (468213) 

6.45 News; Weather (T) (123403) 

7.00 Bill Bryson’s Notes from a 
Small Island. Travelogue (S)(T) 
(8584) 

730 Coronation Street (T) (923) 

8.00 Who Wants to Be a Milli onai re? 

Big- money quiz show (S)(T) (4872) 

8.30 Heartbeat (S)(T) (70687) 

930 London's Burning. Blue Watch 

grieve over Nick’s death (S)(T) (72233) 

1030 News; Weather (T) (555395) 

10.45 The South Bank Show. Profile of 
singer John Tomlinson (S)(T) (451671} 

H.45 Faith and Music (T) (219497). 12.15 
StiB to Bed with MeDinner (T) (5720275) 


1230 HHfil Hearts on Fire (1991) Tom 
Skerritt hires nurse Marg Helgenberger 
to help tend his wife (173614) 

235 seaQuest DSV (S) (6158256) 330 
Jonathan Drnbleby (S)(T) f1712140). 
430 Cybernet <R)(S) (95973546) 
435 nV Nightscreen (0562159) 5.30 
News (70256) To 6am. 


Channel 4 


64)5 Bill and Ted’s Excellent 

Adventures (796000) 035 Dog City 
(9944942) 705 Ftootie Tbofies 
(8181076) 130 Animal Alphabet 
(6299395) 715 Salty S Lighthouse 
(35687) 7.45 The Magic School Bus 
(34958) 845 Johnny Bravo (293584) 
945 Catriog (512120) 945 Planet Pop 
(8336294) 104)0 The Waltons (13774) 
tf4M> HoRyoakS (3520720) 1240 The 
Waltons (3638300) 145 Football Itafia 
(49734836) 330 Earthscape (B696229) 


For Bobbi 

re-teStog 


3.40 UlflUl A 
Hood (1967) 
of the famffiartate 


530 Time Team. A Cumbrian femfly want 
to know why their back garden is full of 
Roman pottery (59942) 

630 The Hampton Co urt P alace. 

Omribus etStkxi (R) f®107) 

730 Arthouse - Loving Lenin. Arts 
documentary about the creation ofthe 
Lenin myth to Russia, made as the 
Russian people are about to vote 
whether his embalmed body should 
remain in Red Square (06771) 

830 Hostage. First of a three-parter on the 
Begirt hostage crisis. Contrbutore 
include Terry Waite, Brian Keenan, Ofiver 
North and Ji Monel (73229) 

930 BlIAl True Blue (1996) True story 
about an attempted mutiny by American 
members of the Oxford crew in the 1987 
Boat Race (31080584) 

TL40 Babylon 5 (161497) 1235 Dark Skies 
(R}<S)(T) (B187188) 

130 UHfil Las Amants du Pont* 
Neuf (1991) Jufiette Binoche plays a 
young artist losing her sight and getting 
together with doleful street punk Dens 
LavanL An extravagant urban fairytale 
from Leas Carax (50840053) 

34(0 MUt'il Claudia (1943) Dorothy 
McGuire is the titular young bride 
perplexed by married fife (661817) 

545 Benny the Boy Atlas. Quirky 
comedy (7522343) To 6am. 


Channel 5 


SJOO MWOfl I* «g<252S®«£ 30 
Havakazoo (R) K ^9671)^00 

Dapptedown Reutti 
SS (S) (32052^) 735 

House (H) (9898045) MO Do 
BeSeveW? (S) (t165836)83« Tte 
Revelation Game (S) (23651^. 

Slickin' Around (2833590) 9-^ Ka^rrf 

(R)(S) 0930836) 104)0 Mnor^fwror 
(7720923. 1030 The \tetey B etwee n (R) 
(1177671) HOO Daria (R)(S) (4^9^ 
7130 Sngted Out (RKS) £677923) *; 
124)0 The Mag (S) (7944^^140 5 
News (S)(T) (790^41)1-20 Postrup 
on Sunday (SJJBaorop. • «»__ 

Perfbm«nce (82726671) 235 Forty 

Affairs Omnibus (R)(S)(T) (91961497) 

540 m Ernest Goes to Camp 

(1987) Rubber-faced Jm V arney s a 
wow with kids in America. Wammg. he 
mates Jerry Lewis look normal (T) 
(06878497) 

730 From Jesus to Christ. 

Documentary series about the rise or 
Christianity; presented by Terry Waite 
This episode considers the pofitfca! and 
social cfrmale which influenced how the 
story of Jesus was told and eventually 
written as the Gospels (S)(T) (5620316) 

SJOO Call of the wnd. WMfife 

documentary examining the world of the 
mountain gbrfla, a peaceful, family- 
minded, even humorous vegetarian who 
seeks to avoid trouble (R)(T) (5533636) 

94)0 Him No One Would fell (1996) 
Candace Cameron fate for the wrong 
guy at high school Gloomy melodrama 
with Fred Savage (T) (52239720) 

KL40 The Comedy Store. Stand-up 

comedy at London^ Comedy Store from 
Aij Barker, Paul Thome, Andy Robinson 
and Steve Gribbin (S) (3437126) 

1145 Water Rats (6962328) 124)5 Sports 
falk with Steve Scott (8117121) 1235 
Ice Hockey - NHL 98: Colorado 
Avalanche vs Detroit Redwings (S) 
(89677527) 4j40 Tibs and Fibs (R)(S) 
(72604492) 54)5 Move On Up (R)(S) 
(05681833) 530 Wfcffife SOS (R) 
(3205099) To 6am 
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BBC 2 


MONDAY TELEVISION 

ITV Granada Channel 4 Channel 5 



ITV/Regions 


64)0 Business Breakfast (34966) 74)0 
News cn CB9343) 94)0 Kfiray (S)(T) 
(8738121) 9.45 Th8 Vanessa Show 
(SJ(T) @01091) 1055 News {77 
(7077985) 114)0 Real Rooms (S) 
(708736^ 1L25 Cant Cook, Worft 
Cook (S)fT) (7057121) tL55 News (T) 
(1280817) 124K) Cal My Bluff (S) 
(71362) 12^10 Battersea Dogs’ Home 
(S)m (40166) 100 News; Weather (T) 
(83430) 130 Regional News (86781121) 
140 Neighbours (S)fT] (65458237) 
24)5 Ironside (R) (77344H) 2^5 Gotog 
for a Song (S) (8636966) 3JZO Trie 
Weather Show (S)(T) (20678T7) 

3-25 CftSdren’s BBC: Playriays (3673986) 
3^*5 The Littiest Pet S»wp (S) (914316a. 
3J55 Bodger and Badger (T) (8560850) 
440 Pocket Dragon Adventues (S)(T) 
(5559430) 4^0 Rugrats (R)(S)(T) 
(6010633) 4J35 Msery Guts (S)fH 
(1793053) 54)0 Newsrouryi (S)(T) 
(5530762) 5.10 Blue Peter (n {6670237) 

5-35 Neighbours (S}(T) (592169). 

6X0 News; W ea th e r (T) (121) 

&30 Regional News (TJ (701) 

74K) This Is Vour Life (S){T) (9898) 

7430 Watchdog HeaHhcheck (T) (985) 

8-00 EastEnders (S)(T) (8546) 

8X0 Dad. George Cede Is bock for a new run 
of the gentle sitcom (S)CT) (7053) 


6435 Taking Off fl) (7397350) TOO Wiggly 
Park (S) (1843099) 74)5 Tetetubbies 
(R)(S) (2003256) 7^0 Yagfs Treasure 
Hunt (R) (2396343) 7 JSO Blue Peter 

(R) (S)(T) (2307459) 845 Taz-Mania 
(5705701) &40 Polo Dot Shorts (S) 
(0200091) 8X0 Romuald the Reindeer 

(S) (8204275) 94)0 Space Ark (S) 
(7131546) 940 Short Circuit (S) (6540411) 
9*0 Writing and Plckres (S) (8313343) 
945 storytime (S) (0318898) 104)0 
Tetetubbies (S) (43053) KL30 Words 
and Pictures (S) (5977782) 10.45 Cate 
Eyes (S) (5972237) HOO Look and 
Read (S)(T) (1539546) 1120 Zig Zag 
(S)(T) (6556527) 1140 Landmarks 
(S)(n (5761334) 124)5 History F3e (S) 
(4580334). 12^0 Working Lxnch (40W8) 
100 Romuald the Reindeer (R)(S) 
(73719966) 140 The Arte and Crafts 
Hour (S) (2564508) 240 Sporting Greats 
(S) (22285904) 240 News (T) (8028169) 
245 Match of Their Day (S) (tl20558) 
3Jt5 News (T) (2057430) 3-30 The 
Carts the Star (R)(S)(T) (8518459) 

3L55 USEi The Wiz (1978) All-biack 
version of The Wizard of Oz 06795459) 

64)0 The Simpsons (R)(S)(T) (546256) 

6-20 The Sampsons (R)(S)(T) (540072) 

6^5 Hit, Mss or Maybe (S)(T) (675492) 

TOO Digital Planet (S)(T) (9940) 

730 Against the Grain (S)(T) (527) 


94K) News; Weather (T) (9870) 

9-30 Patfdngton Green. Transsexual 
Jackie McAuttffe has to mate a derision 
about surgery (SJ(T) 039782) 

104)0 Panorama. Current affairs (S) (340188) 


10.45 HUAI Breach of Conduct (fit 
Peter Coyote and Courteney Thorrte- 
Smith star to tHs thrtler (S)(T) (76769! 


84)0 Beat Route. Jools Hofand visils 
Ireland (S)(T) (618^. 

8- 30 Food and Drink (S)(T) (5695) 

9- 00 Red Dwarf (R)(S)(T) (2891) 


&30 LlilUni The League of 

Gentlemen. See Choice, below 
(S)(T) (87324) 

104)0 The Fast Show (R)(SJ(T) (73633) 


1245 U1M1 BMy Two Hats (1973) 

Gregory Peck and Desi Amaz Jr take the 

leads in tHs odd-couple western (578676) 


150 News 24 (75129210) Tb 6am. 


*L30 Newsnight (T) (294695) 

1145 Trial by Jury (S](T) (156148) tSLOO 
Despatch Bax (S) (26015) 12X0 
Learning Zone (46764218) To 635am. 



Monday Choice 

THE LEAGUE OF GENTLEMEN (9.30pm 
BBC2, left) is the six-part TV d^but of the 
Perrier Award-winning quartet of Jeremy I 
Dyson, Mark Gatiss, Steve Pemberton and 
Reece Shearsmrth. Hiree of them CDyson 
writes but does not per fo rm) inhabit some 
60 smalltown grotesques from the fictional 
northern town of Rpyston Vasey. hi the 
first Qrisode, we meet a transsexual taxi 
drivei; a cmnpulsive toad-breefing couple, 
the imsympafretic Restart Officer retrairAig 
the local Job Seekers, and a vet who’s 
forever putting down the wrong animals. 


GJOO GMTV (6860546) 9^5 Trisha (S)(T) 
(3634817) 1030 This Morning <T) 
(65320904) 12^0 Granada News (T) 
(6044343) 1030 News (7) (94614) tOO 
Home and Away (S)(T) (02613121)125 
Jerry Springer Show (S)(T) (8557072) 
240 Coronation Street (R)(T) (3186140) 
2^45 Dalefe Supermarket Sweep (S)(T) 
(961879) 345 News (T) (2055072) 3^0 
(Canada News (T) (20^85) 

125 Children’s ITV: Mopatop's Shop (T) 
(aMffiOB) 3*35 Tots TV (R)[S) 
(0584430) 3*45 Captain Pugwash (5) 
(0571966) 44H) Oggie and the 
Cockroaches (T) (6637043)4^20 Ift a 
Mystery (T) (4637463) 445 Sabrina, the 
Teenage Wrtch (S)(T) (1717633) 540 
Home and Away (S)(T) (8200594) 5M 
News; Wbather (T) (477m) 

5-55 Grana da Tbidght (T) (9326817) 

700 Wish You Wbra Here..? (T) (4966) 

730 Co r o na tion Street (T) (46 3) 

84HI Who Wants to Be a MOBonaire? 

Big-money quiz show (S)(T) (3614) 

&30 Carol VkHderman*s Better Homes. 

Continuing her series about home 
improvement (T) (2121) 

aOO The Vice. Second part of the streets- 
of- Lon don drama sees prostitute Mkkl 
being violently evicted from her pfush 
apartment by her pinp (S)(T) £459) 

1000 News; Weather (T) (77459) 

10.30 Granada News (T) (517186) 

10^40 Nash Bridges (T) (302053) 


1140 MMfiM BHIy Bathgate (1991) 

Dustin Hoffman stars as Dutch Schuttz 
to this gangster drama (T) (142324) 


135 Football League Extra (3857180) 
2L40 Wbrid FootbaB (R) (7978164) 


34)5 


House of Dramda (1945) 
Monster party (5945763) 


445 mr Mghtscreen (8083636) 5X0 
News (14270) To 6am 


SJOO Sesame Street (50904) 74)0 The Big 
Breakfast (S) (72053) 94K) Schools 
(615546) 1130 Here's One I Made Earlier 
(R)(S)(T) (B7a£J 124)0 Sesame Street 
(67072) 12410 Bewitched (R) (92256) 
100 Pet Rescue (R)(S)fT) (73M0) 130 
Roots to Success (8677B4TI) 


145 mil'll Ybu’re m the Navy Now 

(1951) Wartime comedy, with Gary 
Cooper (775936W) 


3^0 The Ha mp to n Court Palace (275) 
44H) Fifteen to One (S)fT) (782) 4UI0 
Countdown (S)(T) (1787492) 4^5 Monte! 
WSams (S)(D (4898850) 


5-30 Pet Rescue. A routine cafi turns toto an 
emergency (S)(T) (546) 


64K) Dishes. Garre show nixing cookery 
and romance (459) 

&30 Hodyoaks. The merged Community 
Cofege starts a new term (S)(T) (4tl) 

74M News; weather (S)(T) (410558) 

7X0 Gilbert and SuEvan: the Very 
Models. Animation (609879) 


8-00 Wild Tates. A look at the Ife of the 
domestic cat now trie most popular pet 
in the western world (T) (6427) 

9.00 Mayday An analysis of the work of a 
marine investigator, partioJarty focusing 
on the series of events folowtog the 
dramatic sinking of the ferry Estonia in 
■B94 with the loss of 850 fives (T) (3701) 


MLOO mil'll Kes (1988) Unhappy \torksftre 
lad finds release to taming a kestrel A 
tough look at industrial ffe in the North, 
with David Bradtey and FredcSe Fletoher 
(90209879) 


1240 Shooting GaBery (8410473) 100 
Dtepatehes (32386) 

2.00 Bill'll Gigot fisesj. Jackie 

Gleason plays the titular deaf-mute. With 
Katherine Kath (58473) 

4-00 Channel 4 Sc hools (8 32034) 5JJ 
Sesame Street (4827676) To 7am 


64)0 5 News 061904) 7.30 MlkshaJal (S) 
(7500427) 7JS5 WlmzteS House (R) 
(9792817) 84K) Havakazoo (R)(S) 
(TQ25O0) 8X0 Dapptedown Farm (R)(S) 
(1131879) 94)0 Wbs ft Good for >bu? 
(R)(S) (2736091) SL25 Russel Grartfs 
P0steards(R) (4767546) &30 The Oprah 
Wtofrey Show (6584053) I0u20 Sunset 
Beach (S)(T) (2182701) 1UO Leeza (R)(S) 
(2079527) 124)0 5 News (S)(T) (1135695) 
12J0 Famly Affars (S)(T) (0901334) 

100 Bold and the Beautiful (7) (9060275) 
130 The Roseame Show (S) (9600690) 
24H) 100 Percent Gold (S) (6321695) 
2J0 Good Afternoon (S) (4520459) 


3.30 UlluJi Bachelor Kfdght (1947) 

1 byteenager 
tfarca 


&20 Sunset Beach (S) (6153879) 

6- 00 lOO Per Cent (S) (528290^ 

&30 Famly Affairs (S)(T) (5273256) 

74M) 5 News (S)(T) (6325411) 

7- 30 Champions of the WBd. Two women 

devoted to the welfare of kangaroos treat 
us to a gimpse ofthe world of this 
intriguing creature (S)(T) (5262140) 

84JO Weather Front, Katie Ledger presents 
a series about the weather (S) (6341459) 

8- 30 Head Rages. The series continues by 

exposing some of the wrst behavkxx 
from comtry road users (I) (0320966) 

MO falifti Tarter ki the Family (1996) 
Teenage girl acte up, but darfs too busy to 
notice, mumfc on the bottle and sob her 
kid brother. TV movie, with HBary Swank 
(T) (52206492) 

«L40 Dr Fret's Chart Update (S) (1751643) 

KL45 mSM Zandyfe Bride (WH) Gene 
Hackman and maft-order wtfe Liv Lfltoiarn 
endure frontier hardship (83261643) 

12-35 Lhm> and Dangerous (S) (89644299) 
4.40 Prisoner Cell Block H (3098676) 
5X0 WO Per Cent (R)(S) 0005611) 

To 6am 
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(Anson. 
B Chart 
SjOO Judge Jutes. TAO Danny 
Tampfing - Lovegrowe Dance 
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Rap Show 12 j 00 Racfo 1 
Reggae Dancehafl hfite. 2 jDO 
Essential Mbc Pete HeBer. 4JK) - 
6.30 Annie Mghtingafe. 

RADIO 2 

(68-9Q2MHZ FM ) 

6.00 Mo Dutta. BjDS Brian 
Matthew. 10-00 Sean Hughes 
100 What's the Bleeding Time? 
^ee Pick of the Day. 130 Love 

- Mew Bafls Rease 2LOO Alan 
Vreeman. 3-30 Johnnie Walker. 
5-30 Paul GambacdnL 7.00 Pink 
Floyd - in Their Own Words &00 
Del Amitri in Concert 9lOO Suzi 
Ouatra: Rockin' with Suzi Q. 
104)0 Bob Harris 100 Lynn 
Parsons 4-00 - 7JOO Mo Dutta 
RADIO 3 
(9Q2-92.4MHZ FM ) 

600 On Air. 

9u00 CD Review. 

12-00 Private Passions 
100 The Racfio 3 Lunchtime 
Concert 

2.00 Best of a 

lOO Youth Orchestras of the 
World. 

445 The Finishing Touch. 

5-00 Jazz Record Requests 

6.00 Jazz Century 

&30 Opera on a Radio 3's 
writer season of operas from the 
New York Metropolitan Opera 
House continues with Janacek's 
searing masterpiece ‘Katya 
’^abanova*. The eponymous hero- 
jte, said Janacek, is 'so gentle 
that if the sun shone fully on her 
she would metf . But can this 
tender nature survive the cold 
and oppressive society which 
envelopes Katya, epitomised by 
her tyrannical mother-in-law 
Kabanicha? Catherine Maffitana 
soprano (Katya), Peter Straka, 
tenor (Boris), Mark Baker, tenor 
(Tichon), Metropolitan Opera 
Chorus and Orchestra/Charles 
Mackerras. Acts 1 and 2. See 
Pick of the Day. 

745 The Met Opera Quiz. Con 
Ellison puts listeners' questions to 
Carolyn Abbate, Ken Benson and 
fep Cameron. 


n-as 


Saturday Radio 



j Pick of the Day 


GRAEME GARDEN’S series 
or medicine-related humour, 
What's the Bleeding Time? 
tipm R2), comes to a close 
with a number of psychiatry 
sketches. Athough an obvious 
subject for double-acts (there 

I are samples of Fry and Laurie 
and the Two Ronnies), there 
are some solo gems, including 
a typically monomaniacal riff 
from Jackie Mason. 

r~ ~nnfflii—n i tt— i 


The highlight of Radio 3's 
day is Opera on 3 (0.30pm). 
Janacek's Katya Kabanova, 
conducted by Charles Mackerras 
with the New York Metropolitan 
Opera, has Catherine Malfitano 
in the none-too-gentle lead. 

Still No Thicc (12.25am R4) 
is a very welcome repeat of the 
thoughts on faith of Anglo -Welsh 
poet RS Thomas (right). 

dominic Cavendish 



840 Katya Kabanova, Acta 
655 The Brains Trust Joan 
BakeweD chavs the cfiscussion 
programme, originally launched in 
1941 on BBC Radio’s Home 
Service, in which leading minds in 
the fields of art, science, reSgion 
and philosophy debate important 
inteflectuaJ issues. Guests in this 
programme are historian 
Theodore ZekSn, theologian the 
Rev Angela Tflby, mathematician 
Prof Ian Stewart and visual arts 
professor Ludmffla Jorcinova 
940 Quartet and Plana 
Petersen Quartet Stephen 
Kovacevich (piano). Beethoven: 
String Quartet in C minor, Op 18 
No 4 Schumann: Kinderszenea 
Mozart: Piano Quartet an E flat 
K493. 

1655 BBC Symphony Orches- 
tra. Conductor Martyn Bnabbrts. 
Taylor Conffict and Consolation 
for wind ensemble. Cofin 
Matthews: Quatrain for wind, 
brass and percussion. 
tL30 Jazz on 3. 

1-00 - &00 Through the Night 
RADIO 4 
(924-946MHZ FM } 

6-00 News Briefing 
6-05 Sports Desk. 

640 Open Country. 

657 weather. 

7.00 Today 

9.00 Home Truths, 

104)0 News; Double Vision 

11.00 News; The Food 
Programme 

1U30 From Our Own 
Correspondent 


124)0 News; Money Box. 

1230 The Ghost of Number Ten 
12.55 Weather. 

100 News. 

145 Any Questions?. 

2.00 News; Any Answers? 0870 
010 0444. 

230 Empire Warriors. 

34)0 News; The Saturday Play: 
Seven Circles around the Fire 
44)0 News; Woman's Hour. 

54)0 Saturday PM. 

530 Talking Pictures. 

534 Shipping Forecast 
537 weather. 

600 Six O'clock News. 

645 Live from London 

7.00 News; Saturday Review. 
745 Gerryfe Bar. Gerry 
Anderson presents a series of 
reflections on life in Ireland. 1: 
‘Opening Time'. 

600 News; The Archive Hour 
Tomorrow at the Same Tima 
James Thurberis study of Ameri- 
can rado soap operas in the 40s 
offers us a guide to that most ma- 
ligned of art forms Author Jeffrey 
Robinson returns to an age when 
■Soaptown 1 was the model for 
how Americans should live. 

600 News; The Classic Serial: 
The Rose and the Ring By 
Wiliam Makepeace Thackeray, 
adapted for radio by Elen Dry- 
den. Rome, 1853. Unable to find 
any Christmas entertainment for 
the four children in his charge; 
Thackeray invents his own fire- 
side pantomime to keep them 
amused. With Pamela Scales 
and Maureen Lipman. 

104)0 News and Weather. 


1045 Them and Us Diana Madffl 
presents the second m a series 
of lively debates about the major 
issues of the day. Proposition: 
The asylum system is too great a 
burden on the host country'. 

From Haringey Civic Centre, 

North London. 

TLOO News; At the Foot of the 
Mountain. Robert Dawson Scott 
invites a performer or composer 
to revisit a major musical chal- 
lenge. This week, the composer 
Anthony Payne looks back at the 
long and sometimes controversial 
task of completing Ekjarls Third 
Symphony, working from sketch- 
es left by Bgar at Ns death 
1130 Fme Lmes (R) 

12.00 News 

12.25 Experimental Feature: Stffl 
No Truce See Pick of the Day. 
1230 The Late Story: The Fall 
1248 Shipping Forecast 
14)0 As World Service 
530 World News. 

535 Shipping Forecast 
540 Inshore Forecast 
530 - 6-00 Befls on Sunday. 
RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz) 

124)0 - 124)4 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693,909kHz MW) 

64K) Dirty Tackle 
630 Breakfast 
94)0 Chiles on Saturday. 
tLOO Move It 
tL30 Sick as a Parrot 
124H) Sportscafl. 

14)0 Sport on & Football: 


coverage of al the day's action, 
with reports, goal news and 
commentary on a top game in 
the FA Carling Premiership. 
Today's fixtures include Arsenal v 
Liverpool, Newcastle v Chelsea, 
and Middlesbrough v Aston Vila. 
Rugby Union: fourth-round 
matches in the Tetley Bitter Cup 
Wales take on Western Samoa in 
an international friendly. Racing: 
the feature races from Sandcwn 
Park, and the Ladbroke Hurdle 
from Leopardstown 
606 Six-O-Sbc. 

600 DaByn UK. Richard Dalyn 
with news from around the UK. 
94)0 The Treatment Stuart 
Macoree and guests review the 
week's news. 

104)0 Late Night Currie With 

Edwha Currie 

14)0 Up AB Night 

600 - 600 Morning Reports. 

CLASSIC FM 

(10Q0-1019MHZ FM ) 

600 Sarah Lucas. 600 Count- 
down. tLOO Masters of Their Art 
-LOO Mike Read 34)0 Margaret 
Howard 64)0 At the Movies 
74)0 Smooth Classics at Seven 
600 Opera Guide 104)0 The 
Classic Quiz. 124)0 Midnight Mu- 
sic. 2 JOO Evening Concert 44)0 

- 600 Sunday Start 
VIRGIN RADIO 
(1215 H97- 1260kHz MW 
1058MHz FM ) 

6.00 Jeremy Clark. 94)0 Harriet 
Scott 12.00 Classic Countdown 
with Russ Wffiams 24)0 Rock 
and Rol Football 600 Wheels of 
Steel 104)0 Richard ABen. 24)0 

- 64)0 Paul Coyte 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW) 

14)0 Newsdesk. 130 Music 
Review. 2.00 Newsday. 230 
Agenda 34)0 Wbrld News 345 
Sports Roundup 330 World 
Business Review. 345 Letter 
from America 44M) Newsdesk. 
430 Omnibus. 5J00 Newsday. 
530 - 600 Watershed 

TALK RADIO 
84)0 Paid Rosa 1130 Danny 
Baker and Danny Kefly. 14)0 The 
Sportzona 530 Danny Baker 
and Danny KeHy. 730 Nancy 
Roberts. 104)0 Mike Alen 2.00 

- 600 Mike Dickin 


Satellite and Cable 
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SKY PREMIER 

6.00 Never Too Lata (1996) (35199). BOO 
Amy (1981) (55606). 1000 The Boy Who 
Could Fly (1986) (M2B6) 12L00 Never Too 
Late (1996) (78557). 240 Amy (1981) - 
(48267) 430 The Boy Who Could Ry 
(1986) (54488267). 050 Who Framed 
Roger Rabbit? (1988) (50928199). 730 
p: review (39 isy 84H> Chain Reaction 
(1996) (30248) 104)0 Lsttere from a K*er 
(1998) (528793) tUSO Screamers (1995) 
(294644) lAO Feast of July 0995) 
(155744) 035 - 6.00 Bottle Rocket 
(1996) (82458956) 

SKY MOVHEMAX 

74)0 B (90129) 7.30 Action Heroes 
(S7971ST) 845 Movie Magic (2954606) 
94)0 Married to a Stranger (1997) 

(77828) tLOO The Public Eye (1372) 
(3W2rf) 14)0 E (97170) 130 Heroes 
(8* *.99) 245 Movie Magic (30261S1) 
34)0 Married to a Stranger (1997) 
(18892903) +A5 Tel Me No Ues (1991) 
(65135538) 030 Femmes Fatales (6489) 
See Pick of trie Day. 74)0 Theodore Rax 
(©95) (26977) See Pfcfr erf the Day. 830 
The Associate (©96) (13034) See Pick ot 
the Day. 104*0 EdtSe (1996) (30516644) 
See Pick at the Day. 1240 Up Close and 
Personal (S96) (72661958) 245 Twin 
Town (1997) (814855) 34)5 - BOO Polter- 
geist ffl (866) (89266039) 

SKY CINEMA 

tLOO The Dark Past (1948) (3417199) 
124*0 Three Faau West (1940) 

(6051083) 24)0 Going My VWry (1944) 
(19220828) 44X5 House (X Seven Gables 
(1940) (26682731) 630 The UgMhorse- 
men (1988) (7561977) 84)0 The Sniper 
(1952) (7566422) 104*0 The Young Lions 
(1958) (78416422) 12-45 The Rainbow 
(1989) (6962836) 2-40 Cruising (1980) 
(2686039) 435 Love Me Tender (1956) 
(31973710) 5.55 Ctosa 
FILMFOUR 

64X* Forbidden Planet (19S6) (7446151) 
8L00 ag Wednesday (1378) (J45899®. 
104)0 The Doors (1991) (7961237$. 

17-20 Poait Break (1991) (60148316) 2425 
Ur?-&*A)dqp: Legend of the Overfend 
(1989) (1398213) 440 - 64)0 TUX 1138 
(19710; (447B855) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

44)0 Battle lor the Skies (6730606) 530 
Warfare (1585083) 630 Warfare 
(4093118) ZOO S-per Structures 
(9413354) 8-00 Storm Force (9429002) 
94)0 Shark Hunters £416538) 10-00 
Forensic Detectives (9419625) TLOO War* 


PICK OF THE Day 


WHOOPI GOLDBERG’S career 
has been marked by peaks and 
troughs - there have been long 
gaps between impressive work 
such as The Color Purple and 
Ghost. Her career is assessed in 
Femmes Fh tales <&30pm Sky 
Moviemax), which is followed 
by an evening of her movies. In 
Theodore Bex (7pm), a fantasy 
comedy Goldberg (right) plays a 
cop teamed with a genetically- 
engineered dinosaur. For Daniel 
Petrie’s comedy The Associate 


(&30pm), she has to dress up 
as a white male Wall Street 
financier. Eddie;- (10.30pm) 
casts her as a basketball fan 
who becomes coach of the New 
York Knicks. 

Despite a thin spell Bath 
remain a formidable cup outfit 
and they should have a hard- 
fought encounter against the 
reigning league champions in 
Newcastle vs Bath <1.3 Opm 
Sky Sports 2). 

James Hampton 



fare (1232921) 124)0 Warfare (3940213) 
14)0 Weapons (2533294) 24K> Ctosa 

SKY ONE 

ZOO Bunp In tha Mght (90101) 7-30 
street Sharks (99538) 84)0 Slnbad 
(90489) 94)0 The Simpsora (67880) 
94JO GarfeW and Friends (71052) 104)0 
Chris Brens Show (88422) tlOO 
Wrestfeg (40606) 12.00 Wresting 
(91335) 14)0 Superman (21593) 24H) 
Americas Dumbest CrimiTats (3422) 2J30 
America's Dumbest Criminals (9712) 34)0 
Guilty! (49903) 44)0 Star Trek: Deep 
Space Mne (2S82S) 54X) Star TUrfc 
Voyager (3809) 64)0 Xena: warrior 
Princess (20847) ZOO The Smpsons 
(4538) 7430 The Simpsons (7977) 84M 
Earth; Final Con! Set (36422) 94M Earth: 
Final Confltet P628Q- 104)0 Star Trek; 
Voyager p9373) HOO Beat the Crusher 
(89151) 124)0 Showbiz WteeWy (51565) 
12430 The Big Easy (567B) 1410 Fke 
(48584) 2430 - MO Long Play 
(59623*3) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

6.00 Hold the Back Page (89318) 74*0 
Sports Centra (24460) 84)0 Aerobics 
(46996) 830 Racing News (45287) 94*0 
Hold the Back Page p9977) 104)0 World 
Tenpin Bowing Masters (37712) lUK) 

Max Power (24248) 124)0 Gllette Soccer 
Saturday (396308K. 5^0 NFL Divisional 
Play-offs (2474731) 12-30 Spanish Foot- 
dal (3347GJ. 2410 Rugby Union TeUeyte 
Bitter CtD (9694^. 44W American Mus- 


cle (56861) 4430 Max Power (99771) 
5430 - 6.00 Wid Spirits (94294) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

64)0 Motorcycing (2078248) ZOO 
Aerobics - Oz Style (9890538) 730 
Racing News $002373) 84N3 Soccer AM 
(7248199) 124H) Motoroyclng (7821489) 
14)0 GBatte Wbrid Sport Special 
(9899809) 1430 Ford Rugby Union 
Tefeyls Bitter Cup Fourth Round; Newcas- 
tle vs Bath (2S2W89) See Pick of the Day. 
44)0 Ford Golf USA (3299847) 64)0 
Ford Golf USA US SkSs ChaBenge 
09808538) 84)0 Wbrtd Motor Sport 
(7895625) tf4>0 Motorcycling (9609286) 
124)0 Dancing 1DSF Open latte 
(6474010) 14)0 Fbfd Goif USA (5683687) 
34)0 GJBette World Sport Special 
(9509487) 3-30 - XOO International 
Cricket Austrate vs England (2592923) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

124)0 Dancing DSF Open Latte 
(B8242644) 14H) FWl TV World Carp 
CteSSiC 1996 (68228064) 2-00 World 
Motoreport (41900606) 54H) WM Spirits 
(0775489) 5430 Fdotbal Scrapbook 
(77547422) TOO Watsrsports (40202809) 
8.00 Spanish Footbal (4Q21S37^. 104)0 
Ford Rugby Union Tetley’s Bitter Cup 
Fourth Rotnd (50844847) 1130 Ameri- 
can Muscle (13028354) 124)0 Ctosa 

EUROSPORT 

7430 Rally: Dakar 99 (33996) 84)0 Car 
on Ice (31064) 8410 Cross-Country 
Song (30335) 94)0 Biathlon (881437$ 


045 Cross-Country Sking (5990408) 
104)0 Alpine Sking ( 22880 ) HOO Alpine 
Sking (42644) 1200 Biathlon (2128793) 
1245 Ski Jumping (605809) 245 
Cross-Coirilry Sking (B8B5354) 44)0 
Tennis (7283335) 7430 Footbafl (62248) 
9430 Rsly (B9199) 104)0 Boxing (B8441) 
HOO Speed Skating (94373) 12430 
Raly (74042) 14X) Ctosa 

UK GOLD 

74M3 Big Break (7937719) 7430 Neigh- 
bours Omnfcus (34055642) 3-25 Dales 
Omnbus (30914538) 1240 EastEnders 
OmrWbus (25503064) 2A5 The B9 
Omntous (30927996) 545 Buttertfies 
(7780441) 5450 FHm: Champions C®83] 
(13452267) 84» The Detectives 
(2944847) 8*40 Spedaly Selected 
Canned Carrott (4715847) 9435 Men 
Behaving BacSy (3441267) 1045 Red 
Dwarf IV (2606606) 1055 One Foot In 
the Grave (554961) 1135 French and 
Saunders (382961) 1245 The Man from 
Avitfa (5414861) 1250 French and Saun- 
ders (3946584) 125 The Man from Aurv 
tle (1900213) 155 The Onedte Line 
(10421836) 34)0 • ZOO Shopping with 
Screenshop (2766584) 

LIVING 

64)0 Tiny arfa Crew (498855S7) &20 
PMbert the Frog (297B1644) 030 John- 
son and Friends (64569460) 6L45 Tiny 
Tbles (17993977) &50 FWfca Dor Shorts 
(17907171$. 74)0 Practical Parentteg 
(5267712) 74)5 10 plus 2 (6331422) 7420 
Bedtime Stories (5254248) Z25 Tiny and 


Crew '98 (5286847) 7,30 Catou 
(5171286) 735 Bug Alert (6211422) 7^5 
Practical Parenting (6792538) BUtO 
Greedysaurus and the Gang (6018083) 
8J05 Tny and Crew -98 (6017354) 810 
PNbert the Frog (3355996) 845 PtJflra 
Dot Shorts (8768002) 030 Tmy Tales 
(m853E) 885 Tmy and Crew (B86a»8) 
850 Practical Parenting (9392118) 84)5 
Carrt Cook, Vtaft Cook (MZ7286) 835 
Ready Steady , Cook ( 770408) MJO 
MauyPovich (0775731) HOO Living 
issues (6305588) tL30 The Roseanne 
Show (6306267) 12-00 Entertamment 
Now! (2986354) 1230 LA Law 
(5440880) 34K) FHnu Thicker than 
Blood (1993) (124ST70) 54X) Special 
Babies (B62335) 530 Anmal Rescue 
(1698441) 800 ram: Samantha (692) 
(7S92847) 800 Rescue 911 (8TT847) 
830 Beyond Belief (B190354) 9L00 Jerry 
Springer Double B8 (7563335) 1100 The 
Sex Ffles (3623M8) 1200 Close 
TNT 

94)0 2010 (1984) (35986422) 1U5 Brain- 
Storm (1983) (1483046Q) 145 Cattow 
(1971) (60612565) 34)0 2010 (1984) 
(84033364) 54K) Close 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 
CHANNEL 

7.00 Ctoetess (4170) 730 Desmond's 
(4809) 800 Roseanne (2278) 830 Just 
Shoot Me (9625) 9.00 Cybi (54354) 
830 Seinfeld (85373) 1800 FUm: Love 
and Death (T975) (T1335) 1130 The Larry 
Sanders Show (18539) 1200 Duckman 
(9TC7) 12-30 Vacant Lot (50316) IDO 
Comedy Store (30774) 130 Club Class 
(7663) 200 Dr Kate (67923) 230 Soap 
(59958) 34)0 Ttos and Fibs (47010) 330 
Nightstand (60010) 44)0 Close 
GRANADA PLUS 

84M> Jason Kin g (965 4373) 200 Bootsie 
and Snudge (5617257) 730 Leave it ra 
Charfe (1848052) 800 Hototeg the Fdrt 
(5813533) 830 Mind Your Language 
(5812809) 94)0 Mssion knpossUe 
(97T0T73) 104)0 The Persuaders 
(544806) HOO Jeeves and Wooster 
(5543660) 124)0 The Bounder (586625) 
1230 Emmerdale (3146644) 34)0 
Bonanza (7506354) 4J)0 The Ugh 
Chaparral (7525489) 5420 Hawaii Fnre-O 
(5556267) 800 The Persuaders 
(85657T2) 74)0 Mission impossible 
(5938606) 84)0 Jeeves and Wboster 
(5947354) 94)0 0 CJD (5967T18) 104)0 
The Odd Couple (5877354) 18 30 
Hogan's Heroes (5826002) HOO As 
(Canada Men & Motors und 200am 
(4585712) 200 Ctosa 


Regional television variations 





N IRELAND 

1 England except! 4-40 

re (9355680) 435 Northern 
SSUltS (9374915) 825 tewtfne 

L 

SCOTLAND 

1 England except: 535 
j Scotland ©713844) 

WALES 

1 England except 840 

ra (9355880) 4J55 Wales on 
-the Results (9374915) 535 

Saturday- the Magazine 

LA 

except: 1230 Pirate TV 
I4K Angia News and Weather 
7 \ 140 Champions Of the 
5595712) 240 Film: Operation 
Romantic shenanigans « a 
Hstel comn*and post In 1942. 
tiy infirm y fartfl 1 with Donald 
taroie Lesley, Ronald Shteer. 

3^15 Airwott (4635286) 855 

ws and Wbatiier (1219151) 
ir (6877958) 335 B« Office 

34r7S95^ 335 WOrtdFoctbafi 
)4jOO OT UK (4272377) 435 


CENTRAL 

Ac LWT except: 1230 Premiere 
(58606) L05 CanArte Nam and Whether 
(9479(647) 140 Early Ettitton (1684118) 
235 FBm: The Golden Voyage of Stebed. 
John PhKp Lewa rather stiff Stebad te 
so-so panio boosted by Ray 
Hanyhausanh animated mo nstera. WHh 
Caroine Munro, Donate Wflmer. Tbm 
Bekec (BS627916) 435 Central News 
and Wsather (755606) 54W Central 
Goals Extra P66606) 430 Jobfindar 
(12687) 54)0 SpoOght Asia (19126) 

HTV WALES 

Aa LWT except: 1230 Movies, 

Games and vweoa (58806) 14H HTV 
News (94790847) 140 CianpUS Cops 
(85595712) 210 Afawtf (2093441) 255 
seaQuest DSV. Futuristic series in which a 
atm submarine patrols the woriefs new 
underwater communities. (5715480) 345 
RoboOxi Gadget is caught in a custody 
fight and leaves Sat Pari® to be reulted 
with her real mothac (4635286) 435 
HTV Vfatas News and Sport (1219151) 

2*5 Htahtander (B877958) 80S Box 

Office Anerica (34175958) 335 Wbrid 

Footbal (1440482)44)0 CD UK 
j«r7gfl7) 435 ITV Mghtsereen 


HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 1230 

Sportsweek. Matt Arnold presents 
highlghts of the weeks sporting events in 
the Wbst Country. (58608) 14)0 News; 
Weather (D4768»0) 140 Movies, Games 
and Videos (85595712) 435 HTV West 
News and Sport (12191S1) 1030 News 
Headfines; National Weather (699808) 

MERIDIAN 

As LWT except: 1230 Dinosaurs 
(58606) 105 Meridfan News and 
Wsather (94790847) 140 Champions of 
the Future (65595712) 240 The London 
Boat Show (22318286) 2.40 Cartoon 
0638828)250 FHm: Cofuntoo ■ Itb Al In 
ha Game. Peter FaJk in yet another outing 
as the cfisheveled detective this time 
Investigating the murder of a wealthy 
gambler. Prime suspect FayB Dunaway 
fate to lead Nm a merry chasa With 
Claudia Christian. Armando PucdL 
(8479579$. 4J55 Meridian News and 
Weather (12SW) 2*5 highlander. 
Swashbucking adventure that pits ancient 
tlriw-travelng warriors agatest one 
another. (6877958) 335 BOX Office 
America (34175958) 335 World Footbal 
(14404132) 44)0 CD UK (4272377) 4.55 

riVNIghtscreen(i808»B) 


WESTCOUNTRY 

As LWT except: 1230 Movies, 
Games and VkteOB (58606) 105 
Westoountry News (947B0B47) 140 The 
Making of Tne Stage (655957ffi) 210 
Cartoon Tima (63444809) 235 Fin: 
1941 Panicky cfvSans and equatiy edgy 
mirary await a fufl-scate Japanese 
tevasion toSowteg the attack on F%ar1 
Harbor. The wholesale destruction of 
various parts of Los Angeles Is depicted 
with fanatical attention to detaS h Steven 
Spiebengfe fever-pitch comedy epto 
Stmrdng to took at but not always funny. 
With Dan Aykroyd John BetusNL 

15) 435 westoouitry News 
. moo News; Weekend Waatfier 

,.245 Hlgrtander (6877958) 

34)5 Box Office America. The ctoematlc 
shew that revtews the top «n mu to tha 
USA and previews forthcoming releases 
(34175958)335 Worid Fo otbal 
(M404132) 44)0 CD UK (4272377) 435 
ITV Nghtecreen (B08W9) 
YORKSHIRE 

AsUfTracwifc 1230 Dinosaura 
(58606) U» Calendar News and 
Wsather (94790847) 435 Calendar 
News and Waather (1235199) 54)5 
Scorefee (8795248) 


TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 14)5 North 
East News (94790847) 435 Local News 
(7531606) 54)0 Ful Time (5661606) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: ZOO Madefine 
(TI549170) 735 Animal Alphabet 
0298300^. 84)0 Transworld Sport 
(40152096) 9JOO The Morning Ltoe 
(S2388847) 104K) Rugby World 
(47183809) 5J05 Newyddkm A 
Chwaraeon (38055034) 540 Y Chvb 
Rygbi (50362606) 7.45 Nawydcfen 
(53866170) 84W) MarcS Gras P0629462) 
94H) O Flaen Dy Lygaid (36229606) 
104)0 Fin: Play Dny. Strtfty-cast anti- 
war actioner watettng an army officer 
leadkig a grobby bunch of ex-conb on a 
mission Impossoe in WWll Africa. Wchoel 
Caine, Nigel Daverport, Mgel Green and 
Harry Andrews star. Mehryn Bragg was 
one ot the writers behind the guting 
shock finale. (37390977) 1230 Heroes of 
Comedy (94342038) HO Tottenham 2 
(70427652) 140 Mod Squad (51954958) 
240 Johns Dream (3925920) 245 Docs 
Strange Dprogram (23584720) 245 Mod 
Squad (7B231836) 340 VidS (16298687) 
3M Hi Street Blues (73217213). 430 St 
Elsewhere (12408565) 530 Ctosa 


Independent pursuits 
Chess 

Jon Speelman 


I\ r AN SOKOLOV increased his win- 
ning margin to two clear points in 
the Hastings Premier on Thursday 
with a victory against Jim Plaskett, 
to end up on 7 '9. The games between 
Sadler and myself; Ftonomariovwith 
Shipov and Saltaev and Miles were 

drawn, while JfAn Emms ultimately 

defeated Laurent FressineL That 
left a five-way tie for second between 
Emms, Ponomariov. Sadler; Shipov 
and me on 5/9. Plaskett, Miles and 
Fressinet made 3 j and Saltaev 2 j. 

In the Challengers, Bogdan Lai- 
ic was leading going into the last 
round but having a favourable tie- 
break then took a quick draw with 
White. Klaus Bischoff and Saidali 
Iudalchev both woo. to catch up. and 
the two qualifying places for next 
year’s Premier go to Bischoff and 
Lalic on tie-break. In tournaments 
in England, the control team ahrays 
try to arrange the pairings to give 
people the chance of title norms and 
the Challengers yielded inter- 
national master norms for Peter 
Sowray and Chris Duncan. 

The World Amateur Champion- 
ship ended in a tie between the Arm- 
enian Gaguik Oganessian and the 
Dane Dan Erichsen, with the former 
taking the title on be break. 

This was the 74th edition of this 
venerable tournament, which this 
time was sponsored by Hastings 
Borough Council with support from 
Onyx UK - mainly noted in chess 
circles for its sponsorship of the 
annual Grand Prix- and Castlehara 
Industries (Hastings), which pro- 
vided the programme and new 
demonstration boards. Long may 
the Hastings New Year tourna- 
ments continue! 

You may think that 7/9 sounds 
pretty good; not to Alexander Mo- 
rozevich who demolished a min us - 
culely weaker field in Pamplona to 



the tune of 8/9. His margin too, was 
two clear paints because Michal 
Krasenkow got 6 while Loek van 
Wely was third on 5. 

This is how Morozevich demol- 
ished the former Women’s World 
Champion. 

In this extremely sharp line of the 
Scotch small differences can have 
a huge effect In the diagram there 
has been a previous game, admit- 
tedly between hugely weaker op- 
ponents, in which White had played 
15 Bg2. 1 5 Bh3! is an enormous im- 
provement since if 15. .. d6 16 e6. Mo- 
rozevich quickly got a big advantage 
and at the end was delivering mate. 

White: Alexander Morozevich 
Black: Xie Jun 
Scotch Game 


1 e4 e5 

diagram) 

2 NGJ Nc6 

15 Bh3 fxea 

3d4exd4 

16 Qxd7 Qf6 

4 Nxd4 Nffi 

17 0-0 Bc5 

5 Nxc6 bxcG 

18 Nc3 Nd6 

6e5 Qe7 

19 Qxc6 Nb7 

7 Qe2Nd5 

20 Qd7 Rd8 

8 C4 Ba6 

21 Nd5 Rxd7 

9b3 0-0-0 

22 Nxffi Rd2 

10g3ReS 

23 Nd7+ Ka8 

Ilfib2f6 

24Bxe5Bb4 

12 Qd2 Nb6 

25 BXC7NC5 

13 a4 Kb8 

26 Bg2+ Bb7 

14a5Nc8(sec 

27 Nb6+ 1-0 


BRIDGE 


Alan 

WELL SATISFIED with his efforts on 
this deal. South complacently wrote 
down the score. Behind him, the 
solitary spectator (breaking one of 
the unwritten laws of kibitzing! 
made disapproving noises. Can you 
see why? 

South opened One Spade and 
North forced to game with 2 No- 
trumps (agreeing spades). South’s 
next bid of Three Spades conven- 
tionally suggested an interest in 
progress but denied possession of 
a short suit Undeterred, North 
cue-bid Fbur Clubs and then Fbur 
Hearts over South's next move of 
Fbur Diamonds. The partners then 
showed their second round con- 
trols in dubs and diamonds but 
there seemed to be something vital 
missing in hearts and they stopped 
accurately in Six Spades, against 
which West led 4Q. 

The exact duplication of distrib- 
ution was annoying and, with an 
almost certain heart loser, the only 
danger lay in a 3-0 trump break. It 
seemed a complete guess and, 
after winning the lead in hand, 
declarer led 4* K to expose the 
position and, shortly afterwards, 
claimed. 

So why was the kibitzer upset? 
Of course there was no reason why 


HIRON 

Game all; dealer South 
North 

♦ A 106 5 4 
VAJ4 
0 K. 8 2 
♦A3 


West 

East 

+ 082 

♦none 

S?K9 3 

<710765 

010 7 4 

09653 

+ QJ 107 

♦ 9 8 64 2 


South 
♦ K J 9 73 
^Q82 
OAQJ 
4K5 


East, if anyone, held all three miss- 
ing trumps but a good technician 
would have led a low trump to the 
ace at trick two. The point is that if 
(as happens) West proves to have 
a trump trick there is still the pos- 
sibility that he holds 97 Kaswefl. So, 
when the position is revealed, 
declarer simply cashes 4 K, ploys 
off all his minor suit winners, 
finesses <7J, then exits with a 
trump. West, on lead, will have to 
lead away from his V Kor concede 
a ruff and discard 


Concise Crossword 


No 3815 Saturday 9 January 



ACROSS DOWN 


5 Caper (5) 

8 Biased (8) 

9 Points total (5) 

10 Anonymous (8) 

11 Drawbacks (5) 

14 Avail oneself of (3) 

16 Football (6) 

17 Boundaries (6) 

18 None (3) 

20 Surplus to requirements 

(5) 

24 Notorious (8) 

25 Drying cloth (5) 

26 Vegetable (81 

27 Gemstone (5) 


1 Cord (5) 

2 Florida resort (5) 

3 Entire (5) 

4 Population count (6) 

6 Soubriquet (8) 

7 Waier(S) 

12 Opening (8) 

13 Hardly (8) 

14 Vessel for tea (3) 

15 Old cloth measure (3) 
19 Disregard (6) 

21 Observe (5) 

22 Punctuation mark (5) 

23 Savoury jelly (5) 


Solrtfan to yesterdays Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS; I Impress, 5 Sorre (Impresari), S InejH, 9 Pannier, 10 Gaberdine, 
12 Ash, 13 Edible, 14 Median. 17 Ram, 1 8 Challenge, 20 Aerobic, 21 Value, 23 
Knead, 24 Sandpit. DOWN: I Irina. 2 Pie, 3 Enthral, 4 Septic, S Sense. 6 Ru- 
inarion, 7 Earthen. 1 1 Bain-marie, LJ Earmark, 15 EnhwD, 16 Dances. 18 Cubed, 
19 Eject, 22 Lap. 
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Make euros work for you 

Many banks are already offering euro products, but will customers use them? By Rachel Fixsen 

I n case anyone is con- HK JMfl | * »• ... - 7 . ’IT ' ' J mortgage in the second quar 

fused, here's a re- Injl ter of this year. 

minder the UK has Y ~ r 'V' — *4-" The loan, made against a LI 

opted out of the Euro- property, is denominated 

pean single currency - a. euros and monthly repayment 

the pound is Still the w/vif ^.. . •.. . . must he in the now rurrvrm 


Bargain Hunter 




I n case anyone is con- 
fused. here’s a re- 
minder the UK has 
opted out of the Euro- 
pean single currency - 
the pound is still the 
pound. Most of us knew that 
anyway, but with every high- 
street bank in Britain offering 
some sort of euro product, from 
current accounts to mortgages, 
you could be forgiven for think- 
ing this country had adopted 
the euro too. 

Barclays and NatWest say 
they are offering personal cus- 
tomers a full range of banking 
products in the euro - the new* 
currency which came into effect 
in 11 European countries at the 
beginning of the year. 

Some banks have embraced 
the euro enthusiastically, 
launching a raft of new products 
to test the market, but others 
i are more sceptical Lloyds TSB, 
Cater Allen Bank and Citibank 
are also offering euro current 
accounts, but Midland sees 
limited demand and is only of- 
fering euro travellers cheques. 

Charges vary. There is no 
charge for the NatWest, Bar- 
clays or Citibank accounts, but 
both have high minimum bal- 
ances - 3,000 and 2,000 euros re- 
spectively. Citibank charges 15 
euros a month if the balance 
falls below this. 

Mostof the accounts pay in- 
terest, but only at a very low 
level. Citibank pays tiered in- 
terest, from a quarter per cent 
up to 1 per cent for balances 
over 59,000 euros. 

Who needs a euro current 
account? Typically, these ac- 
counts would have an appeal for 
internationally orientated cus- 
.«*tomers, says Citibank’s Aman- 
da Ire monger. Someone who 
travels regularly to the rest of 
Europe, or somebody who 
owns property or has personal 
ties to other European coun- 
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Giant balloons, one for each currency taking part, mark the start of the euro in Paris Jack DabaghiartfReuters 


fries might be tempted to open 
an account. Citibank bas al- 
ready received a lot of customer 
interest in the euro current ac- 
count “As the euro becomes 
more a part of peoples' lives, it 
wiQ become more applicable to 
a broader section of the public," 
says Ms Iremonger. 

Fbr the vast majority of peo- 
ple in the UK, though, euro ac- 
counts will be irrelevant “We 
don’t see there’s much need for 
our personal customers to open 
euro accounts," says Joanne 
Davis, a NatWest spokes- 
woman. Less than 5,000 per- 
sonal euro current accounts 
have been opened, which rep- 
resents less than 0.1 per cent 


of NatWest’s customer base. 

Lloyds TSB says euro cur- 
rent accounts have only -been 
opened by customers who al- 
ready held accounts in ecu -the 
forerunner to the euro - or a 
European foreign currency. 

Most people in the UK will 
not have to change their bank- 
ing arrangements at all. The 
euro is just another foreign 
currency. Existing debit and 
credit cards can generally be 
used in continental Europe to 
shop in euros, just as they were 
used to buy marks and francs. 

Euro-denominated trav- 
ellers cheques should be more 
widely used than euro ac- 
counts. They are being offered 


by all the banks, although trav- 
ellers cheques will also be avail- 
able in the original European 
currencies. Someone going on 
holiday to France may choose 
to take travellers cheques in 
francs. But if the journey is 
likely to involve more than one 
European country, euro trav- 
ellers cheques would be better, 
as they can be cashed in any of 
the 11 participating countries. 

Whether all shops and 
restaurants in Euroland will ac- 
tually accept euro travellers 
cheques remains to be seen. 
Midland says it cannot guar- 
antee they will be accepted in 
all outlets, though banks will 
certainly accept them. 


Since interest rates for the 
euro are lower than sterling 
rates,- savings accounts have tit- 
tle appeal Through its oEkhore 
branches, Halifax has launched 
a euro savings account with a 
minimum opening balance of 
10,000 euros. Rates are tiered 
from 2^5 per cent to 3 per cent 
for over 250,000 euros. With 
euro returns so low. Lloyds 
TSB says there is little point in 
offering savings accounts. 

But lower rates should mean 
cheaper mortgages. Barclays 
has already launched a euro 
mortgage, and Abbey National 
is due to unveil a similar prod- 
uct next month. Lloyds TSB 
says it plans to offer a euro 


Basic information comes 
at a price you may not like 

Phone and fax info lines can be a lot more expensive than you expect. By Paul Slade 


HOW MUCH would you pay for 
a fax telling you about the best 
jrf mortgage deals or bank ac- 
counts? If you are not careful, 
it could be more than you think. 

Telephone watchdogs have 
just fined a Crewe company. 
Bond Associates. £5,000 for fail- 
ing to tell people its phone ser- 
vice, selling bank accounts and 
mortgages, cost callers £1.50 a 
minute. Neither the compa- 
ny’s leaflets, nor the staff who 
callers reached, made it dear 
just how much the calls cost. 

The fine was levied by Icstis, 
the body responsible for polic- 
ing premium-rate fax and tele- 
phone services. Icstis has 
closed down the line, barred 
Bond Associates from operat- 
ing premium-rate services for 
one year and alerted the police. 

Rob Dwight, an Icstis 
spokesman, says that Bond As- 
sociates’ main breach was 
“complete lack of pricing infor- 
mation". But Bond Associates 
also broke the rules fey pro- 
moting the bank account ser- 
vice to individuals as well as 
companies. MrDwight says: 
“Their permission certificate 
4* was supposed to be for a busi- 
v ness line. But all the com- 
plaints we had were from 
private individuals. Obviously, 

the service was inappropriately 

promoted as welL” 

The £5,000 fine was imposed 
just before Christmas, and 
comes on top of an other £750 Ic- 
stis fine against Bond Associ- 


















ates made earlier in 1998. Bond 
Associates declined to com- 
ment on file fines when con- 
tacted by The Independent. 

Late last year, Icstis fined 
Nationwide List Brokers £500 
for a fax service giving details 
of special offers from suppliers 
such as “leading banks, credit 
card companies, insurance 
companies, loan and financial 
companies”. Recipients were 
told they would receive a fox 
every evening unless they 
foxed back a note asking to be 
taken off the list 

The faxes advertised were 
free. But the number given for 
cancellations was a premium- 


rate number; charging users 
£L50 a minute. Unlike Bond As- 
sociates, Nationwide List Bro- 
kers’ promotional material 
does cany a footnote pointing 
out the cost of the calL 

Eight consumers in the Mid- 
lands complained about re- 
ceiving the foxes. Icstis found 
Nationwide List Brokers was 
operating outside the terms of 
its permission certificate by 
sending out unsolicited foxes. 

Martin Fisher; Nationwide 
List Brokers’ proprietor; says 
this service is no longer on offer; 
and that the promotional foxes 
were sent out by an employee 
who has since been dismissed. 


Mr Dwight says: “As well as 
the C>00 fine - which they have 
paid, by the way - all their fu- 
ture promotional material for 
the number they have been 
given permission to operate at 
£L50a minute has to be cleared 
by us." 

Both Bond Associates and 
Nationwide list Brokers used 
telephone numbers with an 
08971 prefix, BTs code for lines 
costing £1.50 a minute. Other 
prefixes from rival operators, 
which cany the same charge, 
include the following: 09910 
(Torch!, 03313 and 03314 (Voda- 
fone), 09919 (Cable & Wireless) 
and 089812 (Redstone). 


| Some premium rate lines, 
| known as “fax-back" services, 
5 ask customers to dal a number 
- chi their own fax machine which 
Is will feed out the printed infor- 
mation promised. But it is you 
who pay for transmission of the 
faxes you order. 

In 1997. Icstis fined a com- 
pany called Telecom Express 
£1500 fora fox-back service giv- 
ing details of repossessed prop- 
erties in their own area, which 
were often hopelessly out of 
date. The service charged 
callers £150 a minute, and lists 
regularly took more than 15 
minutes to come through, cre- 
ating a total charge of £22^0. 

Mr Dwight says that people 
getting unwelcome foxes pro- 
moting services like these . 
should write to the company re- 
sponsible and ask to be re- 
; moved from their lists: “If they ; 
i are still receiving foxes from the i 

■ company after a two to three j 

■ week period, then we may take : 
[ it up as a breach of our code." 

You can also contact the 
I Telephone Preference Service 
or the Fax Preference Service. 

I Their job is to circulate the de- 
1 tails of people who want to be 
. removed from their members’ 
lists, but you may have to be 

■ persistent to get your own 
details deleted: 

i icstis complaints: 0800 500212: 
Telephone Preference Service: 
0800 398893; Fbr Preference 
Service: 0541 554555 


mortgage in the second quar- 
ter of this year. 

The loan, made against a UK 
property: is denominated in 
_ euros and monthly repayments 
must be in the new currency 
Barclays’ euro variable mort- 
gage rate is 4.72 per cent com- 
pared to 7.7 per cent for its 
sterling rate. On a £100.000 in- 
terest-only mortgage, this 
would mean payments of £371 
a month, compared to £614 on 
the standard rate. 

But providers are quick to 
warn about the risks involved 
in taking out any type of foreign 
currency mortgage, and stipu- 
late that borrowers must have 
an income in euros. “In the late 
Eighties when interest rates 
were high, we did see people 
looking to borrow in a foreign 
currency," says Margaret 
Schwarz, product manager for 
mortgages at Abbey National. 
“But they were rather badly 
burned by the depreciation of 
sterling,” sbe adds. 

If the euro rises sharply 
against sterling, a euro mort- 
gage raised against a house 
priced in sterling could even be- 
come higher than the value of 
the property, leaving the bor- 
rower with negative equity. Be- 
cause of this risk. Barclays will 
only lend up to 65 per cent of the 
value of the property with its 
euro mortgage, and Abbey Na- 
tional has set a 70 per cent loan- 
to-vahie limit “No one knows 
how stable the euro will be,” 
says Mike Thompson, Barclays 
euro manager 

People working for multina- 
tional companies are most 
likely to take out euro mort- 
gages, says Margaret Schwarz. 
“We have already had quite a 
surprising response,” she adds. 

Lloyds TSB euro helpline : 0845 
3000138 ; Barclays euro help- 
line: 0845 6 0066 



Property of the week 

Rooms with a view of the Downs 

IT HASN’T been touched for about 20 years and needs 
new plumbing, wiring, kitchen and a bathroom - but if 
The Elms, a large detached Victorian house in 
Pul boro ugh. West Sussex, was renovated, it could be 
worth another £75,000. The five-bedroom red-brick 
house overlooking the South Downs retains original 
features such as fireplaces, picture rails and sash 
windows. There’s also a building in the garden which 
was used as a nursery school. With outdoor swimming 
pool it's for sale at £275,000 through Guy Leonard. For 
details ring 01798 874033. 

Rosalind Russell 

Car of the week 

Reports of its death were much exaggerated 

IF YOU thought the Austin Maestro was dead, it has 
just been resting - in crates. Rover tried to build them 
in Bulgaria four years ago, but the deal went bad and 
138 vans and 483 cars came bade to Blighty, in crates. 
Trans European Trading (01531 636252) bought them 
and rebuilt them. Transportation at its most basic. Not 
pretty, but easy and cheap to own, £3.995 as a left-hand 
drive, £4,995 converted. However; an ad by David HDl 
Associates offered a left-hand one for just £2,950. Hurry 
while stocks last Call 01933 413863. 

James ruppert 

Deal of the week 

A good time to become a card carrier 

EVERY TIME you think you have come up with a 
definitive bargain, someone comes up with a better 
deal - especially for those with a massive Christmas 
financial headache. Anyone taking out a Co-operative 
Bank Advantage or Advantage Gold Visa card will pay 
just 5.9 per cent on outstanding balances until Juty 
1999. Thereafter; the rate reverts to a standard 13.8 per 
cent variable rate. The introductory deal indudes debt 
transferred from other issuers, plus new purchases. 
Both cards have no annual fee. Any snags? Well 
there’s no interest-free period at all. Call 0800 126000. 

NicCicum 


Thought for the day 


A prosperous 
new year? 
Resolve 
to take 
financial 
advice. 


An IFA can help you with advice on anything from getting 
a better mortgage to reducing your tax bill Or, of course, with finding 
which of the hundreds of pensions or peps might be right for you. 

So if you're resolved to sort out your finances in 1999, send for our 
information pack today. And we'll pop it in the post. Cheers. 

0117 971 1177 

Please quote the reference code In the coupon. 
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. You'd be better off with an IFA 
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I Have seen this in 
dozens of films. 

Little guy takes on 
big guy. Big buy batters 
little guy. “Stay down or 
you’ll get hurt bad,” he 
warns. Little guy gets 
up and gets battered 
again. This goes on 
untfl either the little 
guy succeeds (the big 
guy is very tired) or wins 
respect for not giving in. 

The above scene came 
to me this week after 
reading that Michael 
Hardern, the former 
butler and one-track- 
minded campaigner for 
building societies to 
demutualise, is to 
relaunch a campaign to 
put a resolution - identical 
to the one narrowly 
defeated by Nationwide 
members in July - to this 
effect on the agenda at 
seven societies. 

Fortman, Britannia, 
Leeds & Hoibeck, Skip ton, 
Chelsea and Yorkshire are 
studying his proposals. 
Coventry appears to have 
escaped - Mr Hardern 
couldn't raise enough 
signatures. 

His new intervention 
follows the decision by 
another campaigner; 
Stephen Major - a 
plumber from Lisburn, 
Countj' Antrim - to trigger 
a vote among Bradford & 
Bingley members on the 
same subject in April. 

It would be easy to 
suggest that because 
Nationwide rejected 
demutualisation, Bradford 
& Bingley will do so. But 
the Nationwide 
carpetbaggers will be out 
in even greater numbers 
at Bradford & Bingley. Its 
membership, after all, has 
doubled since 1995, and it 
is a fair bet that not all are 
loyal defenders of building 
societies. 

As it happens, I am a 
member. I joined to get 
the best rates available on 
a particular account, and 
it has consistently 
outperformed similar 
accounts available from 
the high street banks. In 
common with Bradford & 
Bingley borrowers, I have 
done well with mutuality. 

I will be voting against 
Mr Major in April. What 
annoys me, however, is 
not so much that he and 
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This is about letting 
a vital part of our 
savings industry 
operate unhindered 


Mr Hardern are 
exercising their right to 
put the issue to the test, 
but the ease with which 
they can do so. 

It only takes 50 
members to put an issue 
on the agenda or to stand 
for election to a mutual’s 
board, which may seem 
democratic - until you 
realise that Hardern and 
co can disrupt a society 
for months. 

When “ball otitis” 
strikes, a society has to 
dose new accounts for 
fear of letting in more 
carpetbaggers, diverting 
the energies of staff and 
costing milli ons of pounds 
in lost returns. 

The Treasury refuses to 
intervene, arguing that it 
is not there to protect 
societies against the will 
of their members. But this 
is about more than simply 
defending “democracy'': it 
is about allowing a vitally 
important arm of the UK's 
savings and mortgages 
movement to operate 
unhindered by constant 
interruption and to allow 
honest competition to 
continue between 
societies and banks. 

AH it would take is to 
raise to 500 the number of 
members needed. Even a 
100 minimum might 
prevent the frivolous Mr 
Hardern from forcing 
sodeties like Leeds & 
Hoibeck to demutualise 
(how would such a titchy 
outfit survive as a bank?). 

If defeated in April, I 
hope that the little guy 
doesn’t get up again. 


Time to put yourself first 


T im is an engineer work- 
ing in the oil industry. His 
basic annual salary is 
£19,600. though he is al- 
most guaranteed to dou- 
ble this when working 

n ffchn rp Tindfl is a manager working 

for her local health authority. She 
earns £24,000 a year. 

Both Thn and Unda are aware that 
their pension provision may be lack- 
ing. Tim has never been in a company 
pension scheme and made only 
modest contributions to personal pen- 
sions until 1994. Linda has accrued 
only six years on pensionable sendee 
within the NHS Superannuation 
Scheme. She has been contributing £35 
a month to an AVC since 1989. 

Much of their spare income has 
been spent on privately educating 
their daughters, Charlotte, 20, and Ali- 
son, 18. Charlotte is in her second year 
at university and is being financially 
supported by her parents. Alison is 
having a year out before starting a col- 
lege course in September 


FINANCIAL MAKEOVER 


Charlotte's tuition fe«J 


NAMES TIM AND LINDA MAUDSLEY AGES 48 AND 50 
OCCUPATIONS ENGINEER AND NHS MANAGER 


she **“*?£? 


The adviser Julian Crooks, financial 
planner at Murray Borrill & Partners, 
independent financial advisers and 
members of the IFA Network: Moor- 
gate House, 23 Moorgate Road, 
Rotherham S60 2EN (01709 371675) 
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grants to students but assess parental 


The advice: Both Thu and Linda need 
to boost their pension entitlements. 
Tim can expect a pension of around 
20 per pant of his earnings in real 
terms at age 60; Linda around 25 per 
cent Retirement at 55 would reduce 
their pensions to 10 per cent and 15 per 
cent respectively. 

Both Tim and Linda would like to 
be able to consider the option of re- 
tirement from the age of 55 onwards. 
They have little hope of achieving this 
objective. Tim does have the flexibil- 
ity of part-time working. Similarly, 
Linda foresees the same possibility for 
herself. This idea makes more sense. 

Tim can improve his pension in two 
ways. Firstly, he can maximise bis 
contributions. He is currently paying 
around £6,000 a year into pensions but 
could pay just over £10.000. On an on- 
going basis Tim can increase his pen- 
sion contributions by only £365 or so 
a month. As he will receive income tax 
relief automatically at 23 percent this 
will in fact cost him only £281. 

Secondly, he should consider pay- 
ing a single contribution to use up 
pensions relief unused from previous 
years. He can go back up to six pre- 
vious years and carry forward the un- 
used relief starting with the earliest 
yean In the current tax year, most of 
Tim’s 40 per cent income tax rate win 


Tim and l.inda Maudsley are acutely aware of the need to boost their pensions 


Guzelion 


be soaked up by his pension contri- 
butions. He could elect for part of his 
contributions made this year to be car- 
ried back to the last tax yean This 
could wipe out some tax at 40 percent 
which has already been paid and 
could result in a refund of income tax. 

Tim and Linda have around £21,000 
on instant access. This should be re- 
duced to perhaps £4.000- £5,000 for 
short-term emergencies. The balance 
should be directed to Tim's pension. 

As an employee, his single contri- 
bution would be automatically grossed 
up from £16,000 to almost £21,000. at- 
tracting tax relief at 23 per cent His 
pension could be improved by around 
90 per cent through this measure and 
by beginning additional monthly 
contributions. 

Linda’s contributions to the Nat- 
ional Health Service Superannuation 
Scheme leave her able to contribute 
an extra £145 a month gross, or £112 
a month after tax relief, 

The total extra monthly pension 
contributions between them come to 
almost £400. If they cannot afford 


this, whatever they do set aside should 
be split 75:25 in favour of Tim, who is 
proportionately more under-funded 

fhan T.inrla 

I would recommend that Tim con- 
sider witb-profit pension plans of- 
fered by Standard life and CGU and 


The Skandia MultiPep 
management is seen 
as one of the best. 
Careful fund selection 
is essential, however 


unit-linked plans offered by Profes- 
sional Life. Linda has the option ofbuy- 
ing added years through her pension 
scheme or contributing to a Free 
Standing AVC. She will probably find 
that increasing her Equitable life AVC 
will be the most appropriate. 

Tim and Linda have around £26.000 


in a range of PEPS, plus a Scottish 
TOdows with-profits bond. The relative 
security of the Scottish Widow s bond 
and Scottish Widows Safety Hus PEPS 
(an equity-linked PEP that uses 
options to ensure a lock-in of unit 
prices once the stock market reach- 
es certain levels) is offset by the high- 
er-risk Sfomrffa MultiPep. 

This PEP carries higher charges 
than most owing to double-charging. 
In addition to Skandia's own charges, 
the binds managed by the underlying 
fond managers bear their own costs. 
For Tim. the desired outcome is to re- 
ceive returns that outweigh the effect 
of higher charges. The Skandia Mol- 
tiPep boasts some of the most re- 
spected fond management groups. But 
careful fond selection is essential. 

The Skandia PEP is the highest-risk 
part of their portfolio- Itis short in over- 
seas exposure. I would recommend 
links to the Fidelity North Am erica and 
Gartmore European Selected Oppor- 
tunities rather than the smaller UK 
companies’ links to Schroder and 
Credit Suisse. 



Tloe low cost 


INVEST 

NOW 


Up the ante by 
slinging out the 
FTSE failures 


loose Change 
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to make the most 
of your final year's 
PEP allowance 


A new tracker system claims to give 
better returns. By Clifford German 


WITH b2, its new financial 
services arm, Barclays 
Bank has become the first 
provider to offer two PEPs 
that already meet the 
Government’s CAT 
standards for low charges, 
fair terms and ease of 
access. It has cut the 
annual management 


charge on its Market Track 
350, which follows the UK's 
top 350 qoted companies, 
and Monthly Income PEPs 
to 0.95 per cent a yean Both 
PEPs allow savers to pay in 
premiums of £50 a month 
or a £500 lump sum. Savers 
can stop and start as they 
like. Call 0800 626262. 
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Legal & General have led the way 
in providing low cost, high 



Legal & General 
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performance PEPs to our customers. Corporate Bond PEP 
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6 . 5 % 
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O-er the years, our determination 


to provide outstanding value 
for money has meant that today 
Legal & General has in excess of 
£74 billion t under management. 



A glance at the cable shows that we 
deliver unbeatable value, providing 


NO initial charges on lump sum investments 

NO withdrawal fee 

0.5% annual management charge 


the lowest cosr diversified Corporate 


Bond PEP on the market with annual 


management charges of only 0.5^>. 
with no initial charges on lump sura 


Visit our web site at wit w. LandG.com 


Find out more now — 


investments or withdrawal fees. 


cult freephone 



So. for a regular, tax-free income on 


0500 JJ 66 22 


your savings find out more about 


Britain's best value Income PEP today. 


Sam to Spin weekdays. 
‘Jam to Spm weekends. 



Just complete and return the coupon. 
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THE HOLY Grail for investors 
is a system which will auto- 
matically outperform the av- 
erage and will do so without too 
much effort or risk. Ebr at least 
the last 70 years, since Fbreign 
& Colonial set up the first in- 
vestment trust to pool investors 
funds and use professional 
managers to outperform the 
market, the search for such a 
system has become increas- 
ingly complex and urgent 

Some investors swear by 
relatively simple methods, such 
as studying charts of the rise 
and fall of shares and indices. 
They aim to identify “trend 
lines" and turning points, to 
identify shares which are over 
or under valued. Others use 
hanks of computers to crunch 
numbers and turn masses of 
data into conclusive evidence. 

Professional stock-pickers 
have their own pet systems, 
such as George Soros and our 
own Jim Slater, whose Zulu 
Principle is based on identify- 
ing “Value” in shares. 

Some investment managers 
invest only in high-technology 
stocks or new issues, or look for 
shares which have reached 
rock bottom, while tip-sheets 
often swear by penny shares, on 
the grounds that the upside is 
bigger than the downside. 

But there is ample evidence 
that after paying the fund man- 
agers 3 charges, the average 
managed fond, more often than 
not, under-performed the mar- 
kets it was supposed to beat 

This led to the expansion of 
“tracker funds”, which are de- 
signed to follow the average 
performance of the market 
they invested in. allowing them 
to dispense with expensive 

managers and cut diarges teas 

low as 0.5 per cent 

Tracker, funds run by the 
likes of Virgin Direct, Legal & 
General and HSBC have been 


helped by big companies hav- 
ing outperformed small com- 
pany shares. 

Active fond managers argue 
that, in falling markets, the 
freedom to sell shares and 
keep the money in cash would 
allow them to outperform 
trackers. That theory has not 
really been properly tested. 

But there are obvious dis- 
advantages in having to hold 
every share in the FTSE 100, 
even though some will per- 
form a lot better than others. 
The system comes from Harg- 
reaves Lansdown, the Bristol- 
based broker and investment 
manager; which is offering an 
Active Trarka- PEP intended to 
add common sense to the 
virtues of a tracker fund. 

The theory is simple. A 
tracks- fund win outperform the 
average managed fond, but 
some of the top 100 shares will 
perform better than others, 
because not all are equally well 
managed or in growth sectors. 
Anyone who can ditch the ob- 
vious duds will have a portfolio 
to outperform the index. 

During 1998 the system kept 
Kingfisher but excluded Marks 
& Spencer; kept Scottish Power 
but excluded National Power; 
kept Tesco but excluded Safe- 
way from the portfolio. The 
company doesn't claim to have 
got everything right but says its 
“active tracker” outperformed 
the index by 5 percent in 1998. 

Exactly how it operates is a 
professional secret but Harg- 
reaves Lansdown has now de- 
cided to market it to investors, 
and see if It can be done a gai n 
In 1999. The minimum invest- 
ment is £2£00, the initial Charge 
is 3 per cent and the annual 
management foe is 1 per cent 
Good luck! 


Find out why 
pension plans are 
not all the same. 


Perhaps you think that all pension plans are the same. If you 
do, then you would be making a big mistake. Here are some of the 
reasons why you should consider an Equitable Pension Plan. 


The Equitable Ljcfe: 

• Pays no commission to third parries for the 
introduction of new business. 

* Has no shareholders. 


Oub Pension Plan: 

• Lets you retire earlier or later than planned - 
without penalty. 

• Lets you vary your contributions - without 

penalty. 


Provides Full return of fund in the event of death 
before retirement. 


So. if you would like to find out more at« ut how The Equitable 
Pension Plan is not the same as most ochers. call us direct on 

38 t* 58 thc C ° U P° n bel ™ 

uuormanon by post and by telephone. 


www.equicable.co.uk 

F * 'your n-lephone «11 may he nxonded 

Information/ will only be given on Equitable group product. 
Regulated by die Personal Investment Audi arm 
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Hargreaves Lansdown: 
0300850661 


The Equitable Life 1 

You profit from our principles 
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-gap-year” student under the Gov- 
ernmenfs new scheme, shewfll be e* 
pected to pay up to £1,000 annually 
towards her tuition fees. 

The financial impact on 

Linda will be most severe from 5e^ 
ember 1999 to Jufy2000 when thcy^l 

be supporting both Charlottes m her 
last year, and Alison, in herfarst. 
LEAs can award maintenance 


grams to stuucua . — 

Incomes. From next year there coom 
be scope for seeking LEA assistance 
since there will be two children to 
maintain and “residual income” could 
reduce significantly because pension 
contributions are an allowable de- 
duction from gross income. 

If Tim and Linda do find themselves 
short they ought to consider using 
monies from their bond and/or PERs 
rather than sacrifice pension contri- 
butions which are fulfilling a greater 
long-term need. Tax is a major con- 
sideration with the bond. They need 
to ascertain just how much can- be 
withdrawn without focurring a higher- 
rate income tax liability; 

Tim and Linda are also relatively 
exposed in the event of a tong-term or 
critical illness. Linda would receive six 
months’ foil pay followed by six 
months 1 half-pay. Tim. on the other 
hand, is entitled to three months’ foil 
pay, with further payments at the 
company's discretion. 

Even if Tfm had reached age 50 it 
would not be a good idea to retire. He 
would have to look to accumulated cap- 
ital to top up incapacity benefit for 
which he may qualify from the state. 

An alternativ e is to consider income 
protection insurance. This would help 
to protect the medium-term invest- 
ments and Tim's pension. If then? is 

nrv long- tprm illness income protediOn 

insurance from his employer. Tim 
could consider a policy which defers 
benefits until 52 weeks of illness. 
Norwich Union would charge £73 a 
month for a tax-free monthly index- 
linked benefit of £1,000. 

Tim and Linda also need to review 
their wills. They have life policies 
with Allied Dunbar (£100,000 for Tim, 
£50,000 for Linda) which are not 
written in trust and could be subject 
to inheritance tax. They should con- 
sider makin g the policies subject to 
appropriate trusts. Incidentally, cuts 
in life assurance rates mean that 
they could get replacement policies at 
a saving of nearly 30 per cent of Tim's 
premium and 20 per cent of Linda’s. 
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What you need to know about the new pensions. By Nic Cicutti 
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W incfy rhetoric, or a genuine 
boost to millions of poorer 
people? When the Gov- 
ernment announced its 
plans for a new system of 
stakeholder pensions recently, opinion on 
their likely effectiveness was mixed. Here, 
we explain some of the most important 
aspects of the proposals. 

What kind of a system do we have 
4 at the moment? 

It consists of a hotchpotch of overlapping 
types of provision. There is the state pen- 
sion; there is the State Earnings-Related 
Pension Scheme (Serps), which is linked 
to earnings; there are company pension 
schemes and there are private ones. 
Someone could quite easily end up with a 
slice of pension from each of these sources. 
Meanwhile, the value of a combined state 
pension and Serps is expected to fall. 

Why was change needed? 

All political parties say that reform is nec- 
essary. The current system is in a mess. 
The number of people in retirement, com- 
pared to those in work, is rising fast and 
will continue to do so for the next 30-40 
years. The Government argues that it can- 
not afford the rising cost of state pensions. 

While the value of pensions paid on re- 
tirement is expected to grow in fine with 
earnings, this will not be shared equally; 
the richest fifth of pensioners will grab a 
digger slice. Poorer pensioners will there- 
fore slip even further behind. 

So what is the Government plan- 
ning to do? 

In essence, it will improve retirement in- 
comes for the worst off; those earning 
below £9,000 a year; while using a mixture 
of financial incentives and coercion to •‘per- 
suade" the rest of us to go private. 

How wilt this happen? 

In place of the current system, whereby 
from April a single pensioner receives 

£66.75 a week and couples get £106.70 basic 

pension, they will receive Minimum Income 
Guarantees of £75 a week and £119 a week 
respectively. At the same time. Saps, 
which was supposed to underpin the basic 
pension when it was launched in 1978, will 
be closed to new entrants, in favour of a 
new State Second Pension (SSP). 


What will the SSP be like? 

The SSP will become a Oat-rate scheme 
after five years. In return for National In- 
surance contributions, those earning 
£3,300-£9.000 a year will receive a top-up 
to their basic pension of £50 a week. Car- 
ers at home, and the disabled, will receive 
credits as if they had earnings of £9.000. 

While the new SSP wil] assist those earn- 
ing below £9,000, the Government hopes to 
reduce its attractiveness for those earn- 
ing between £9,000 and £18£00. 

How? 

Basically, by offering National Insurance 
rebates to those who opt out of the SSP (the 
old Serps). Because it will be a flat rate, 
tbe benefits of staying in the second-tier 
pension wifl taper off to very little the more 
money you earn. 

It will make more sense for people to 
belong to an employer’s occupational 
pension scheme, as almost 6 million do al- 
ready. These will receive tax rebates, as at 
present Oi; people will be able to take out 
a stakeholder pension. 

Ah, stakeholder pe n sion s . Labour’s 
“big idea”. How wffl they work? 

The Government says there are about 5 
million people earning £9.000-E20,000 a year 
who do not save for retirement They will 
receive generous rebates if they put money 
into a new stakeholder pension. 

Up to £3.600 a year (tax-free) can go into 
a stakeholder pension, which can be offered 
by any organisation, including trade 
onions, financial services companies and 
employers. Scheme members will be able 
to make contributions for up to five years 
after they stop working - a boost to those, 
mostly women, who take career breaks. 

Employers will be required to provide 
stakeholder pension sebemes for their staff 
although they don't have to make contri- 
butions into one. They will also be allowed 
to join together and set up similar schemes 
based on occupations and trades. But 
they will have to consult with staff as to 
which provider to choose. 

Why win stakeholder schemes be 
better than occup at ional schemes? 

Employers will still be able to offer occu- 
pational schemes - and if they do, they don't 
have to offer a stakeholder pension. 
Occupational schemes will be better for 


many employees - particularly those 
whose contributions are likely to be above 
£3,600, the maximum payable into a stake- 
holder scheme. Fbr those likely to pay in 
below this threshold, and part-time or tem- 
porary workers, stakeholder schemes may 
be better- as long as employers contribute. 

The Government suggests that in such 
cases, employers may want to have a two- 
tier system. offering both schemes side by 
side. Depending on your earnings, it will 
make sense to belong to one or the other. 

Will they be better than personal 
pensions? 

Here, the Government argues that stake- 
holder schemes will be vastly superior. In 
common with personal pensions, they will 
be money-purchase arrangements. 

They will be simple to understand and 
subject to tight regulatory controls - much 
cheaper than existing personal pension 
contracts - and you won't have to pay for 
“advice” when taking one out 

Stakeholder schemes ought to replace 
personal pensions for most people earn- 
ing less than £20,000 ayear. But for people 
earning more, the picture changes. 

Why? 

Mainly because of the £3,600 cap on con- 
tributions. The more you earn, the more 
you need to pay to ensure a proportional 
income in retirement Moreover, as you be- 
come older, the proportion of income you 
ought to place in a pension scheme grows. 
Personal pensions, if cheap, will still offer 
good value. 

So what should I do now? 

The Government’s proposals are stiD at the 
consultation stage. Even so, there's no 
sense in waiting until stakeholder pensions 
are introduced: that will take at least a 
couple of years, and you need to save now. 

However, it is highly likely that you will 
want to transfer your personal pension into 
a stakeholder one, so you need to find one 
where the up-front costs are virtually neg- 
ligible. More on this at a later date. 

What If I already have a personal 
pension? 

In some cases, the way charges have al- 
ready been levied on your contract may not 
make it worthwhile to transfer. We will dis- 
cuss this in more detail at a later stage. 


EUROPE HAS anew 
currency but not one you 
can actually touch. Trie 
euro is but a virtual 
currency- for the next two 
years, until the notes and 
coins actually come into 
circulation. However, 
anybody who is used to 
handling their finances 
through the Internet is 
unlikely to be dismayed at 
the prospect of dealing with 
the virtual reality of the 
euro. The question is 
whether you really need to. 

Fbr all practical 
purposes, unless you have 
significant income or 
outgoings in euros, you are 
not likely to need a euro 
bank account. However, if 
you are a frequent traveller 
in Europe or you own a 
holiday home on the 
Continent, then you are 
probably going to be joining 
in the single currency 
sooner than the rest of us. 

If you do decide you need 
a euro account, the new 
Citibank Euro Account, 
launched in December, may 
fit the bilL Through its 



Internet 

Investor 

Robin Am lot 


website. Lhe bank row 
offering customer* the 
option of online euro 
current accounts and euro 
savings accounts. Current 
account customers gei a 
Visa Delta card. Citibank is 
offering to clear cheques 
and drafts drawn ir. any 
EMU -participating country 
free of charge. This month, 
the bank is adding euro 
bankers drafts and euro 
time deposits, accou n '< 
offering more attractive 


interest rates in return for 
notice of withdrawals. 

Citibank also has an 
EMU bulletin service on its 
global website which offers 
a pan -European 
peropective. It includes a 
euro calculator and some 
euro price comparisons and 
a list of FAQs - frequently 
asked questions. If you are 
locking for greater depth 
and more general 
information about the new- 
single currency, cheek out 
EmuNet The site offers a 
mix of daily news, official 
documents, practical 
information, commentary- 

d analysis. Jl is not 
selling anything, other than 
the supposed benefits of the 
euro. 

Of course, for the 
seriously rich, a Swiss bank 
is still the obvious port of 
call. Switzerland may not be 
port of the euro zone, but 
geographically it sits at the 
heart of what's already 
being called Euroland and 
that's also where UBS 
claims to be. It is in fact 
Europe's largest banking 


group and offers detailed 
euro commentary for well- 
heeled private clients. 

If you are not feeling the 
financial pinch after the 
festivities. Shelter (the 
charity' for homeless 
people) is now able to 
receive donations over the 
Internet. The Charities Aid 
Foundation and MM Group 
are piloting a scheme 
enabling spontaneous and 
tax-effective donations to be 
made using a single, secure 
charity website. Secure 
donations to Shelter can be 
made by credit card and the 
CAF Charity-Card for tax- 
effective giving. 

Citibank Euro Accounts: 
mcw.citibank.co.ttk 
Citibank EMU bulletins: 
wu.'W.citibank.comivJz 
custinjb; index 
EmuNet: www.euro- 
crrM.co.uk. 1 

UBS: wmc.ubs.comjpbeuro 
echarity: www.echarity.com 

Robin Amlot can be 
reached at 

RobiJiAmlotw aol.com 



will you give your 
last PEP to? 

Mercury - the all-round performer 
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This is the last year you’ll be able than £100 billion for over 50 of the UK’s 


to invest in a new PER So when 
deciding who to give your test 
one to, take a good look at Mercury Asset 
Management. With our wide choice of funds 
and an impressive long-term track record, we 
should have an investment that’s right for you. 

invest with confidence 
As part of one of the world's largest financial 
services groups, we already look after more 


largest listed companies, as well as 100,000 
private investors. Call us now or contact your 
financial adviser to find out more about 
Mercury, the all-round performer. 


NOW 0500 0500 68 


ERCURY 

ET MANAGEMENT 


discount on the buying price a( units for lump sum PEP ■** . e-iiir.er.ts £t WO or more imo selected funds. ■ Past performance ts not necessarily a 
guide lo luture performance. ■ You can contribute to a PEP una l 4 'ji. .-.Tien n a 4 be lepiaced bv the new Individual Savings Account (ISA). Thereafter. 
PEPs wfli enjoy the same tax benefits as ISAs. including a *a> creon nr. candends oi ION reclaimabie lor five years. ■ The value oi Investments and the 
income from them can fluctuate and ate not guaranteed. Yiy tiav re: ce: tac-. the amount you invest. ■ Issued by Mercury Asset Management Ltd 
(regulated by IMRGj. 33 King WOam Street. London EC-iR ?A&. www.mam.com/pep a For your protection, telephone caSs ate usually recorded. 


A pjrn« 


Pensions spoken plainly. 

Ask a straightforward question about our Personal Pensions - or even a complicated one - and we’ll 
give you a straightforward answer. Our experts will give an honest assessment of your current position, 
answer questions or give advice - all by phone. What could be plainer than that." 


Call t Sam- 1 0pm, 7 davs a week quoting ref: 288D031 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to vour Independent Financial Adviser. 


y.scomsh widows.co.uk 
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SCOTTISH WIDOWS 

Looking good for your pension. 


hr vour prut. 


The value r»f until can go do«n aa well a* up. Pnture bonu« rale* n.K guarantee.] Further .IclaiU uf our Pen. Ion Plan, are Include.) In lhe pn.du.l Ifvraliire, .■•ailable lr.nn u- r.i|ue,i. 
lion, .our calls m SeuUtib Widows. nui h< .emrJe.l .. r mm an.! Inforniallon m -.1.1- r »il)onl» hr prmldrJ ••« pr-i-lwi' , ' ue ' 1 fo I j .•! Lite 1-.<urin. r S«., .i-.j. R« gulaie.l b. ih. P.r.unal ln.us.in.im Auihorlit 
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VTHE INDEPENDENT 

GUIDE TO 
FLEXIBLE 
MORTGAGES 


by Nic Cicutti 

Sponsored Oy 

"^Active 


RING 0800 550 551 


Or send to: independent Guide to Flexible Mortgages First Active Financial 
pic. Sir William Atkins House. Ashley Avenue. Epsom. Surrey KT18 SAS 


Mr/Mrs/ Miss/Ms 
Address 


Postcode Tel no. (inc code) 

j j Data p-u>e:bcr n: ;.i- r:i ; - t-c* u r.-i .fc -».< .vjh to receive 
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this week. Should 1 reflect 
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European currency or the 
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h^«? better deal with both. 

lliestockmarket 
generally rises in the first 
weeks of the new year. 
Heaven knows why. In 
December; a buoyant 
market is put down to fee 
“Santa Claus" effect, 
which, in reality, is fund 
managers carrying out 
housekeeping before fee 
year end. 

January is meant to be 
more considered, but 
mnr fcftfcc tend to rise on 
average, as fund 
managers position 
themselves for fee year 
ahead. The surge this 
week was attributed to US 
managers cutting back the 
cash piles built up during 
trictder times. 

Did I hear someone 
mention horses, stable 
doors and bolts? It feels 
that way. What is more, 
technology stocks are 
a gain sucking in cash. The 
price/earnmgs multiple on 
fee Dow is now dose to 40, 
and no thinking fund 
manager with a sense of 
history can put their hand 
on ferir heart and say this 
does not leave fee market 
highly vulnerable. If it 
goes on iil» this, when the 
correction comes, it will 
be swift and dramatic. 

At least fee euro got off 
to a cracking start There 
must be a few who wonder 
why fee Square Mile put 
in so much effort, given 
that we elected to stay on 
fee sidelines. The reality 
is feat fee euro is as much 
a threat as an opportunity. 
London dominates foreign 
exchange trading, and 
could suffer declining 
volumes as a result of 
fewer transactions in the 
base European currencies 
that wQl be subsumed into 
the euro. 

Make no mistake , fee 
euro will make a 
differ ence. It will aid fee 
competitive edge of 
European companies. 
More important, it will 
level the playing field for 
examining the differences 
between shares in the 
same^ industry. 

There is an argument 



BRIAN 

TORA 

The reality is that 
the euro is as much 
a threat as ati 
opportunity 


for investing in Europe on 
fee basis that it is behind 

the US and UK in the 
economic cycle. A 
stronger argument, in nij' 
view, is that there will be 
some catching up to be 
done if the euro is seen to 
work, and European 
companies start to be 
rated against their US 
counterparts. The demand 
for European shares - and 
for European funds - 
could be strong. 

This pre-supposes feat 
fee single currency works, 
which is not guaranteed. . 
Vfe did not stay out just to 
be bloody minded, and it is 
too easy to be lulled by fee 
euphoria of a successful 
launch into believing that 
all fee ducks will swim 
neatly into a row. Europe 
is not a single economic 
entity yet, and taxation, 
cultural and bureaucratic 
differences may yet throw 
strains upon fee system. 

However; there is much 
money and prestige riding 
upon fee successful 
delivery of EMU. If it does 
all go according to plan, 
then we will not be talking 
about Europe as a part of 
fee geographic asset 
dfvenificatianofa 
portfolio. As Europeans 
living in Europe, we will 
be investing in European 
shares, pertiaps buying 
European theme funds to 
gain exposure to 
particular industries. 
Investors who want to be 
ahead of the game should 
think about starting now. 


Brian Torn is chairman of 
ihe Greig Middleton 
investment strategy 
committee 
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Star Performer. 
Don’t miss the 
Grand Finale. 



For PEPs, the curtain comes down in April 1999. So if you want 
co take advantage of one of the best performers available, rimes 
running out. ✓ 


Our European PEP has outperformed 
97%' of the competition over the last 

5 years. It invests in a trust that has been ‘AAA’ rated in 6 out of t 

.> 

years”, and had it been available as a PEP when launched, wouUThjtve 
produced returns of 17.2%' - free from UK Income Tax and Capital 
Gai ns Tax. ,*• 

Whether you want to make a new investment, ordeanafer an 

: < 

existing PEP, make sure you don t miss the chance toksnjqy 
our European PEP performance - while you still can. 
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For further details, return the coupon orcajL/ 

0345 6789 10 

Quote reference no. 448DB2 



SCOTTISH Wl DOWS . . 




\vwvv.scottisb widows.co.uk 




2.^-Wl i scou n t on new lump sums and 
ansfers before 5 April 1999. 


4** ‘ 


Please return to: Scottish Widows. Direct Sales. 20 Box 17036, FREEPOST SC03744, Edinburgh EH 3 OBR. 
Surname (MLr/Mm/Mlss/Ms) First Namc(s) 


EUROPEAN PEP 


Pbstcode 


Telephone No. Work Home Daceof8irth - 

WL- will never mate ,our name and address available ip other orginlutJorii However, «e will ooc^ooall; refl jeu mote about our products and srr>lcea wluch we Mlevc will be 
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There’ll be no such 


thing as societies 


Bad news: the building society carpetbaggers are back. By Andrew Verily 


THE FUTURE of Britain’s re- 
maining bailding societies was 
once again thrown into uncer- 
tainly this week when it 
emerged that carpetbaggers 
bad succeeded in forcing seven 
societies to consider turning 
themselves into banks. 

Eight of Britain’s building 
societies were sent unwelcome 
New Year’s resolutions, which 
may haw to be taken seriously 
by the end of April when they 
will be holding their annual 
general meetings. 

The resolutions, put forward 
by two carpetbaggers and sup- 
ported in each case by 50 mem- 
bers of the society, propose 
that their boards take steps to- 
wards converting to pic status, 
and distributing shares to soc- 
iety members. 

Behind seven of these reso- 
lutions is a familiar figure: 
Michael Hardern, former but- 
ler, self-appointed “carpet- 
bagger-in-chi ef” , and fee man 
who was twice defeated in at- 
tempts to be elected a director 
of fee country’s biggest build- 
ing society, Nationwide. 

This yean Mr Hardern is 
targeting Yorkshire. Portznan, 
Leeds & Holbeck, Chelsea, 
Skip ton, Coventry and Britan- 
nia building societies. (Peter 
Mandelson, fee former trade 
secretary who resigned amid 
questions about whether he 
told fee full truth in his applic- 
ation for a mortgage wife Bri- 
tannia, could be a beneficiary if 
shares are distributed.) 

In each case, Mr Hardern 
has attempted to persuade at 
least 50 members of each soc- 
iety to support his resolution, 
and also his election to the 
board as a director; It is already 
known that he has failed to get 
enough support at one society 
fee Coventry but he is likely to 
have succeeded at others. 

Stephen Majon a plumber 
working in Lisburn, County 
Antrim, has gained the support 


Building Society Mem bers 


Carpetbagging defence 


Bradford & Bingfey 3 mil Con - 


Fating vote^ort- April 26b : 


- Ctosetf to new accounts 


Portman 


1 .25 million 


Testing validity of conversion 
proposal 


Closed to new accounts 


Britannia 


1 .5 million' 


"testing validity of conversion 
proposal ; 


iLi.OD.citartty 


Yorkshire 


1 million 


Testing validity of conversion 
proposal 


New members assign windfall rights 
to charity 


Coventry 


Proposal rejected: not enough 
support 


New .members as&gh windfall righis^ 

rotharicy... £.-v. ; • • . V ; 


400.000 


Testing validity of conversion 
proposal 


Minimum opening balance of £1 ,000 
Branches can halt openings 


SJopton 


350.000 


-"testing validity of conversion - 
proposal V : 


ikVoimutn balance of £ 2,000 


Leeds fi Holbeck 350.000 


Testing validity of conversion 
proposal 


Minimum balance of £ 1 ,000 


of 70 members of fee Bradford 
& Bingiey. He is thought to 
have been in contact with Mr 
Hardern through his website, 
www.carpetb agQ ec.com. which 
is also how most of the nomin- 
ations were obtained. 

His resolution is almost 
identical to Mr Hardem’s and 
his application was submitted 
at the same time. “The Inter- 
net means fee flame of Athen- 
ian democracy can be rekindled 
and ignited hoe in the UK” 
says Mr Hardern. 

Christophs- Rodrigues, chief 
executive of Bradford & Bing- 
iey, has, in public at least, been 
unambivaientin his defence of 
mutuality. But last week be 
and the society's board decid- 
ed to go ahead and hold an elec- 
tion on Mr Major’s proposal 

Tb stop carpetbaggers from 
spec ulating, the society has 
suspended all new openings of 
savings accounts (though other 
business continues as usual). 

Mr Hardern confesses that 
he is a seif-pubiirist, and once 
fo ught against fee de-mutual- 


isation of Abbey National. He 
coupled this year's resolutions 
with a call for every citizen to 
become a member of the House 
of Lords. But the societies have 
been forced to take him ser- 
iously. They are now checking 
the signatures Supporting his 
resolutions for validity. 

If confirmed, there win prob- 
ably be seven societies voting 
on de-mutualisation by the end 
of ApriL And, at Bradford & 
Bingiey alone, it will cost £5m 
to raise awareness of fee de- 
mutualisation vote. 

Martin Ritchley, chief exec- 
utive of Coventry, said: “The 
problem we have here is that 
there are two classes of mem- 
bers: the general members, 
who want a business connec- 
tion with the society for years, 
and those who have joined us 
as speculators, and are hell- 
bent on trying to bring down - 
not only us, but the whole build- 
ing society movement," 

The societies have already 
started fighting. Adrian Coles, 
director-general of the Building 


Societies Association, says: 


share. Recent interest rate 
cuts have demonstrated the 
mariset leading positions of 
several building societies: Nat- 
ionwide on Thursday dropped 
its standard variable rate to 6A5 
per cent, 0.5 per cent lower -or 

£20 a month on the average 
£60,000 mortgage - than Us 
converted rivals. 

Patricia Hewitt, economic 


— imcKa callto 

raise fee number of members 
required to forceavote on con- 
version - currently just 50. 

But societies are hoping that 
they can challenge MrHard- 

emsNew Year’s resolutions in 

u 1 ^ 74 ded ^ ion ® a legal 
SSi , vs Woolwfch! 

^ ^/^utions could 
irot be used to interfere wife fee 
™omug of a society’s busi- 
ness. The budding societies 

feat Mr Hardern and his 
<ar Petbaggers’ website. 

See Nlc Cicutti, page 2 
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Want to invest? Read all about it 

There are plenty of books that will promise to make you rich quick. But which give genuinely valuable investment advice? 


7 


R eaders often ask me 
where they can go to 
find a simple introduc- 
tion to the principles of 
successful investment 
- one that gives an all-round picture 
of the objectives of managing your 
mono 1 ; in language that is both 
concise and simple. 

The answer is that it is hard to 
find such a single-volume book. 
There are now quite a few excellent 
books about active stock-picking 
(which, in truth, is just a small sub- 
set of the overall subject of invest- 
ment) and one or two good ones 
about financial planning, but nothing 
that gives uhat, in days long gone, 
might have been called something 
like The Intelligent Person's Guide 
to Overall Investment Policy. 

Jim Slater's Investment Made 
Easy is a typically dear and concise 
read, though again with a slant 
towards his own speciality of stock- 
picking. Bernice Cohen's books are 
also well planned and presented, rl 
must declare an interest in that both 


these books are published by my own 
publishers. Orion.) I am also an 
admirer of Stephen Lofthouse's 
book. Fixing Your Finances (pub- 
lished by John Wiley), which is 
nothing if not comprehensive and 
clearheaded. FT Pitmans also 
publishes a series of excellent but 
quite weighty books on many dif- 
ferent aspects of investment. 

The one book that I think imparts 
the most wisdom per page is, how- 
ever, perhaps inevitably, written by 
an American, Charles Ellis. If you 
held me up against a wall and asked 
tne which single book has most to 
teach the average investor about the 
business of managing money, ] 
would have to say that it is his book 
on investment policy. The first 
edition appeared many years ago but 
has just been revised for the third 
time and reissued with new 
material, under the title of Winning 
the Loser’s Game. 

In the best sense of the word, the 
book is a classic and. while directed 
primarily’ at a US audience, will 


reward anyone in this country' just 
as well. The bonk is published by 
McGraw-Hill and can be found in se- 
rious bookshops 1 if you have diffi- 
culty finding it, contact the specialist 
investment publisher. Harrinum 
House, in Peters field, on 01730 
233870, who should be able to find 
and post you a copy >. 

What makes W inning the Loser s* 
Game so good? Well, part of it, 1 
think, has lo do with the fact that the 
book was originally written for pro- 
fessional investment managers and 
their employers, such as pension- 
fund trustees. 

Mr Ellis has been an investment 
consultant Tor many years, and this 
book is a serious attempt to sum up 
the stale of the world's knowledge 
about the practice of successful 
investment management for thusc 
for whom managing money is a 
mainstream business. 

It therefore feels unimpulsive to 
promise its 1 -coders that reading the 
book will make them rich quickly - 
something which moft publishers 



JONATHAN 

Davies 

The key to investment 
success is knowing your 
own personality 


seem lo assume is essential if you 
are to sell any kind of book about 
money to the retail market. 

Yet the reality, as Charles Ellis 
demonstrates superbly, is that most 
of investment is not about making 
money quickly. It is about making 


sensible decisions that will preserve 
and grow your wealth in real terms 
over the medium and longer term. 

The skill and art of it is as much 
about avoiding making mistakes or 
irrational or inconsistent decisions 
as it is about finding that wonder 
stock or money-making scheme 
that is going to transform your 
fortunes overnight < If your invest- 
ment strategy' consists of putting all 
year money on the National Lottery, 
and doing nothing else, then this 
book is probably not for you.) 

The book is not long - it runs to 
barely 140 pages of text, and is 
liberally sprinkled with illustrations 
- but it covers all the main aspects 
of investment in a marvellously 
concise and clear-cut nay. It in- 
cludes advice on how to set realistic 
investment objectives, how to think 
about risk and when and where to 
seek advice. 

If anyone has any doubts about 
the wisdom of choosing an index 
fund for at least part of their 
portfolio, I defy’ them to retain those 


doubts after reading Ellis's masterly 
discussion of the real nature of 
stock-market risk. His demonstra- 
tion of why investment has become 
a “loser's game 1 ' <a world in which 
you can prosper only by taking 
advantage of other people’s mis- 
takes. not through your own efforts) 
reads as powerfully today as it did 
when it was first published more 
than 23 years ago. 

The key to success is knowing 
your own personality- and shaping 
your investment decisions to match 
your needs and temperament This, 
he reminds us, is a responsibility that 
only we ourselves can take on. It 
cannot be delegated 

But norneed it be an onerous task 
so long as we arm ourselves with a 
basic understanding of how and 
why the investment world works. 
This is something which, 1 am glad 
to see. the Government and the Fin- 
ancial Services Authority are both 
now* trying to spread through various 
educational initiatives. 

If they can do half as well at ex- 


plaining what the eternal verities of 
investment are as Mr Ellis has done 
in his book, I will be very surprised. 

Jonathan Davis is the author of 
‘Money Makers - the Stockmarket 
Secrets of Britain’s Top Ten Pro- 
fessional Investment Managers’, 
published by Orion Business Books. 
It is now available in paperback, 
price £9.99 

•Winning the Loser’s Game’, 
normally costing £1939, is available 
to readers of The Independent at a 
special discount price of £14.99 
iplus £2 p&pi from Harriman 
House. Call 01730 233870 or fax 
01730 233880 Jbr Visa Mastercard or 
Amex orders. Or write to Harriman 
House Ltd. 43 Chapel Street Peters- 
field GU32 3DY. Quote the code 
number <9397) or Vie title and men- 
tion that you want totakeup the In- 
dependent Offer. Alternatively, go 
to tftejbfloirmp inebsiie: httpHioicw. 
global-investor.com/bookshop and 
type 9397 m the search boa: 


LOOSE CHANGE 


TU FUND Managers is 
waiving initial charges on 
lump sum investments into 
its European and British 
PEPs. This also applies to 
transfers from other PEPs. 
Call 0800 435 810. 

LEGAL & GENERAL, the 
insurer, is offering a 2 
per cent discount for six 
months on variable rates 
paid on its Flexible 
Reserve mortgages. New 
customers will pay 4 .8 
per cent. The current 
variable rate is 6.8 per 
cent Call 0870 0100338. 

ALLIANCE & LEICESTER 
is giving away mini-FM 
radios to customers who 
open a Cashcard account 
The deal is open to young 
people aged between 11 
and 17. Details from any 
A&L branch. 

MARTIN CURRIE, fund 
managers, is launching 
an oflkhore fund 
investing in Japan, 
taking advantage of that 
country's perceived 
recovery. The fund has 
an initial charge of 5 per 
cent. Minimum 
investment is $5,000. Call 
0808 1002125. 

EXETER FUND Managers 
is offering 1 per cent on 
investments into its 
Monthly Income and 
Growth Portfolio funds, 
held in the company's 


Chameleon PER Both 
funds invest in a range of 
Exeter investment trusts. 
Call 0800807807. 

ABERDEEN PROLIFIC is 
offering a 1 to 1.5 per 
cent discount to 
investors who invest np 
to the maximum for its 
final PEPs and its new 
Individual Savings 
Accounts. Tbe offer will 
give a H per cent 
discount for a £0,000 
investment, and 1 per 
cent for a subsequent 
£7.000 investment into an 
Aberdeen Prolific ISA. 
The company offers a 
0.75 per cent discount on 
ISAs for investors into its 
PEPS. Initial charges are 
4.25 per cent Call 0345 
886 666. 

HALIFAX IS offering 
discounts for existing 
customers who take out 
one of its loans. Fbr those 
with a Halifax mortgage, 
whose salary is paid into 
one of the bank's accounts, 
rates are 12.9 per cent 
APR. Fbr customers of less 
than six months' standing, 
rates are 17.9 per cent 

JOHN CHARCOL. 
mortgage brokers, is 
offering a fixed mortgage 
at 5.89 per cent until 
March 2001. It carries no 
redemption penalties and 
has an arrangement fee 
of £300. Call 0800 718191. 



Don’t be shy c 
retiring. Boost y 
company pension 


No matter when you plan 10 icon: you will want to be able 
to enjoy litv. But will your company pension allow you to do ail 
that you wuuM like? 

To receive the maximum pension available you would 
typically have to be pan of the same company pension scheme 
Jbr 40 years. Moreover, if you haw changed your job. even once, 
it could dramatically reduce your pension 

Topping up your company pension with an Equitable Free- 
Standing Additional Voluntary Contributions Scheme can help 
make up the difference so that you can afford to enjoy life when 
you have more- lime to do so. 

You are eligible for lax relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Remember dur the value of tax relief available will depend 
on individual circumstances and current legislation can change in 
the future. 

What’s mure, we don't believe in paying commission 10 third 
parries for the introduction of new business, so please contact us 
direct. 

[f you would like more information by post and by telephone 
call us on (0990J 38 48 58, ur return the coupon below. 

uw.equnable.co.uk 

For ymir mntv mur telephone call moi he rccudrd 

(nfumutiua advKe will onlv he given on Equitable group produm 
Regulated It; the Pirrwn.il Investment Authority 
n II EljLTrttLI LOT FTJ iw: 'uMLAA dWTT. MUSfiL V , . W'CKLVlHAUSHIKE HTOI 7Ht 
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[I The Equitable Life ! 

^ You profit from our principles f 
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PEP 


The All-Share 
Tracking PEP that has 
performed the best 


INVEST 

NOW 

to make the most 
of your final year's 
PEP allowance 


Investment performance since launch* 
November 95 to January 99 


A glance at the table will show you how the 
Legal & General All-Share Index-Tracking PEP 
has out-performed all its major Ail-Share Index- 
Tracking competitors since its launch. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. This Index 
re llects the performance of the entire stockmarket, 
so it reduces the risk of being over-exposed to 
shares which under-perform and lessen your 
return. In fact, a lump sum of £6,000 invested 
in this PEP at launch would now be worth 
£10,353* compared to just £9,396* in the average 
UK Income & Growth Trust. 

With no initial charges deducted, more of your 
money is invested at the outset for maximum 
growth potential, there are no withdrawal fees 
and with an annual management charge 
of 0.5% - the value for money is outstanding. 

So make the most of today’s opportunities. 

For further details ( including information on 
our monthly saving option) call now. 


Provider 


Annual 

Management Growth 
Charge 


Legal & General 

0.50% 

72.56% 

Dresdner ROM 

0.50% 

69-35% 

Virgin 

1.00% 

68.81% 

Gartmore 

1.00% 

68.58% 

Average UK Income 

& Growth Trust 

- 

56.61% f 


NO initial charges 

NO withdrawal fee 

0.5% annual management charge 


Visit our web site at www.LandG.coni 


Find out more now — 


phone free 


0500116622 


Sam lo Spin weekdays , 
Pam lo 5ptn weekends. 


Please quote ref D5DJ01 


ftir.il mr jtn iti v.-hwi. 
calk arc aauilly 
nvurtkil and 
ramh-mlv monitored 


Surname 1 Mr '.Mrs. 'Miss, Ms ) 


Address. 


YES I would like more information 

.ilxiui Uk- Legal & Cienerjl Index-Tracking 
PIT 1*1*4 io Legal A Cu.-mr.il iDirctli Limited, 
f-KKHFOST SVOM«»7, Cardiff CPI 1YW. 

If you alre-jdy have any l'F.P investment, 
please tick here- D . 

Vlfc nujr tdqihnnr you in make ^irr mtomution 
requeued has arrived safely N.iw anJ Mien, ur 
nuv (ell you about other products »*r un ices 
nliered by tlic Legal ft Gcnrral Croup ui 
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Shopping 


What every well dressed m slM m 


home will be wearing in ’99 


THINGS TO BUY IN 1999 


An ice-blue modular lamp? Or an African milking stool in aubergine? Ten design gurus make their predictions 




Irisel bookcase by Lloyd Schwann, 
from £3510, Viaduct (0171-278 84a6) 



Wood, leather and iron Moroccan 
bellows, £38J)5, Graham & Green 
(0171-727 4594) 


L ofty urbanite, cosy homegirl 
or hedonistic glamour kitten: 
whatever you see yourself 
as. your home is a certain 
reflection of your character; 
for better or worse. When it 
comes to decorating your own space, 
attempting to keep up with the Hoppens 
aadHempelsof this world, and the soph- 
isticated lifestyle statements made by sea- 
grass flooring and delicately positioned 
lacquerware bowls (so 1998, darling;, can 
be both exhausting and expensive. 

In the ruthlessly chic field of interior 
design, everyone has their own ideas - so 
why not make 1999 the year to start 
respecting your home environment and 
find out whether you're a dedicated min- 
imalist a sworn magpie or something in 
between. Who cares that fluffy pink lamp- 
shades are out this year? The main filing 
is to have some fun - either that or you 
could play it stylishly safe and follow the 
advice of the style gurus: 


barded with a kind of fantasy world of how 
to live - but the reality is very different 
To be realistic about what their home is 
like or could be like, people will be 
choosing items that are essentially prac- 
tical - steps that fold to become a chair, 
or loft lamps that can be hooked on to any 
area of a house. 

“I hope that people will feel modem as 
we approach the millennium. At the turn 
of the last century the public was appre- 
hensive about the future and tended to- 
wards comforting, organic shapes such as 
those ofArt Nouveau This time people will 
be more confident and proud of embrac- 
ing technology with distinctive lighting, hi- 
fi and cooking gadgets. There may also be 
a trend for futuristic retro design.” 


Caroline Burstero-Coffis 

Director. Browns Living 
“Unlike with your clothes, you can’t 
change your home's wardrobe every year; 
but in 1999 we can afford to loosen up a 
little. Interiors have recently been very 
dean and minimal and, although this helps 
to dear the mind, it would be good to have 
a little more colour through items such as 
plants and cushions. Having said this, 
everyone is different and some people 
enjoy being surrounded by familiar duttec 
The important thing is to make sure you 
have things in your house that you love.” 


Tricia GdM 

Head or Designers Guild 
Natural and interesting textures in white, 
pale brown and ecru will be balanced with 
pale iridescent colours of aqua, chalk grey, 
pale olives and smoky mauve. There will 
be no frills or clutter but, instead, dear; 
clean lines together with vivacious images 
from oriental inspiration.” 


Head of design at Habitat 
"The trouble with homes is that you can’t 
really talk in years, as you can with fash- 
ion; but there are several trends at the 
moment The first is a popularity for 
modular products - those that you buy sev- 
eral of and stack together yourself: stor- 
age, screens, flooring and even lighting. 
Another trend is for things fhat are multi- 
functional People are constantly bom- 
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MXR KOQgefS 

Editor, 'Elle Decoration' 

"‘The whole nation has become more 
home-sawy. First it was sorting out your 
clothes, then the interior decoration, and 
in 1999 it will be the turn of the garden. 
The idea of designing an outdoor room will 
materialise, with furniture that you can 
wheel in or out Attention will be given to 
sheds, huts and garden hideaways as well 
as the layout of the lawn. Conversely nat- 
ure wfll extend into the home as people 
turn back to real fires in the house. 

“White will still be the main colour but 
it will be a soft, new-dawn, spacey kind of 
white rather than a bleak white. Acces- 
sories will still verge on the modern ethnic. 
Where lots of modern design in shops such 
as Browns Living and Nicole Eahri takes 
its inspiration from items such as African 
mining stools and simplifies this down, in 
1999 we wfll be looking for the real thing.” 



pretty shades of ice blue, pale eau-de-NH 
and off-whites. Into summer; there’ll be a 
permanent holiday fed with deep pink, 
bright turquoise and canary yellow. ” 


Robin and Patricia Sher 

Owners. The Home 

“The most important thing this year wffl 
be that people are looking for quality and 
will be willing to pay more for things that 
are well designed than for things that are 
a bit junky. Colours will be subdued and 
solid rather than bright, plasticky and 
transparent and dark, grainy wenge- 
wood - which has a rather African feel to 
it - will be more popular than sycamore, 
maple and other paler woods. 

“Kitchens wfll also be prominent in the 
home. Last year; having watched the 
River Cafe cookery programmes, every- 
one wanted the double-handled mezza- 
lunas, but found them difficult to operate. 
This year there tea new land that you hold 
in one hand and, for an inexperienced cook, 
they are much easier to handle. Since tea 
is set to overtake coffee in popularity there 
wfll be all kinds of tea-making and tea- 
drinking equipment in the shops.” 


Rebecca Tbone 

Accessory buyer. Hears 
“Whites, greys and creams with accents 
of darker colours such as aubergine and 
navy will be the theme for 1999. Texture 
is still very' important, and the use of nat- 
ural materials - wool, leather suede, 
linen, slate and metals. There will be no 
coloured patterns as such; cera mics will 
be mostly white with raised designs.” 



A clutterless future, top, at 
Designers Guild (0171-243 7300); 
tea caddy cum saucer from The 
Home (01274 530770); textured 
linen, above, and controversially 
pale wood, below, from the Conran 
Collection (0171-399 0710) 


Sarah Kean 

Co-owner, The Cross 
“The theme for this year starts with some 
fantastic sap-green glassware from Bel- 
gium and lots of leaf-inspired plates - trop- 
ical leaves, lilies and wateriilies and so on. 
At the other end there will be lots of pole 
colours, including leather pouffes in 


Deputy editor, ‘World of Interiors’ 

“1999 will probably see an emphasis on 
hand-made, individual pieces. As the gen- 
eral public’s levels of luxury have 
increased - everyone can now pop into 
Debenhams to buy a pashmina shawl - 
there is no dear definition between the top 
and the middle of the market, and so the 
top end is having to distinguish itself by 
returning to the crafts tradition. 

“The fascination with earjy Modernism 
will probably continue; but now thatyou can 
bqy versions of Modernist designs every- 
where from IKEA to Viaduct the theme 
is less romantic than it was a year ago. 

“The main thing is thatyou should feel 
relaxed within your home, so have a bit 
of everything you like in there. The new 
tendency is for people to raid every cent- 
ury for the best it provided and put all the 
different pieces together in one house.” 


Sophie Holloway 

Buyer, contemporary furniture. Liberty 
“There is a trend towards all filings Scan- 
dinavian and Liberty has bought into 
those countries, renowned for their beau- 
ty and creativity. The pieces for Z999 are 
typically Scandinavian in form, material 

and rrflf tenianghip frrid nra hntfi fimrtinnal 

and aesthetic. Bought to fulfil the indi- 
vidual's spatial needs, the resulting col- 
lection is simple, high quality and natural 
with a nod to architectural influence. 

“I believe there is also a trend for 
beautifully crafted and individual pieces 
for the home. This is why liberty has re- 
vived its “One-Off" department, which 
opens next month. The idea is that the 
home is a sanctuary that surrounds us 
with beautiful objects to inspire and give 
pleasure to the mind and body.” 


Freeform vase in cream, £26.95, 
Habitat (0645 334433 for nearest 
store) 


Louise Chidtgey 

Fabrics buyer, and Jill Webb, Furniture 
buyer. The Conran Shop 
“Colours around the home this year will 
be aubergine, indigo, Indian red, eggshell 
and eau-de-Nfl, and all fabrics will be tex- 
tured. Sheer linens and organzas will have 
fine details within the weave of the fabric 
rather than patterns. 

“Over the last two years, furniture 
trends have swayed towards dark woods 
but, despite changing trends. The Conran 
Shop continues to select clean, minimal, 
high-quality furniture in blond wood with 
natural finishes: 

“The belief here is that we should fol- 
low our own line and let other people copy 
us, rather than the other way round.” 

Rhiannon Batten 



Pallio bed, £599 for 4’6”, The Iron 
Bed Company (01243 778999) 



Nem stool in indigo, £ 39 , Habitat 
(0645 334433 for nearest store) 
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Personal Organiser 


The keys 
to an 
organised 


life 


S ome people couldn't 
organise the proverbial 
piss-up in a brewery 
It's this son of person 
who makes the inebri- 
ated p re- January ges- 
ture of resolving to change him- or 
herself overnight to fill in the tax 
form on time, make sure the MOT 
never lapses, invest profits pru- 
dently and pay all bills by direct 
debit None of which, if these people 
are anything like me, they ever get 
round to doing. 

So ifyou want to get off to the right 
start but you. too, find yourself 
scribbling all your January ap- 
pointments in the small space allo- 
cated for3l December 1998, then you 
could do worse than consider in- 
vesting in the following items: 

K£YS ARE GOOD 
Name: Psion Series 5 
Price: £370 (or £420 in a Mulberry 
leather-bound case), from Dixons 
Stockists: 0990 143050 
Description: The Psion Series a is 
the best pocket-sized palmtop PC an 
the market Not the swish est in the 
stockpile - in fact its grey-scale 
LCD saeen makes it look rather ant- 
iquated - and it doesn't have the 
fastest processor; but it is designed 
with practicality first and gimmicks 
second. Hence, it’s not sold on its 
ability to cruise the Internet while 
on a bus to Barnet (who would 
really want to?), but on its solid 
personal-organiser capabilities 
(appointments, phone numbers, ex- 
penses), and business applications 
(spreadsheets, bar charts, sketch- 
ing). Most important, though, is the 
fact that you can type on it without 
your fingers snapping off Until the 
next evolutionary step for word 
processors, when we all speak to 
machines instead of type on them, 
a decent keyboard remains the es- 
sential element in the man-machine 
interface, and none of its peers 
matches the Series 5 for comfort 
The specs: 8Mb Ram; 6Mb Rom; 
Epoc 32 operating system; 
spellcheck; thesaurus; calculator, 
recorder, sketch pad 
Style: irick 

Any others worth considering? 
Hewlett Packard’s 620LX (£599, 0990 
474747). Although it has a less user- 
friendly keyboard, it does have a 
brighter, 256-colour screen and a 
bumper 16Mb memory, and runs 
Windows CE 2.0, an abridged version 
of Windows 95 (something you really 
could cruise the Net with). Psion, 
meanwhile, has also upgraded its 
series 3 model, the 3 MX, with a 
faster chip (28MHz rather than its 
predecessor's 7.6MHz), which retails 






at a modest £120. Its plus points are 
PC -Mac compatibility. The downside 
is that the keyboard is more fiddly. 
Equally tiresome on the fingertips, 
but 10 times more fun. is Sharp's 
HC4500 (£700, 0800 2G2958) palmtop 
PC, another 1 6Mb machine using the 
Windows CE 2.0 system. But you'll 
probably be more interested in the 
fact that it has a nice colour screen, 
and for another £350 you can buy a 
slot-in digital camera. 

PILOTS OF THE FUTURE 
Name: 3Com Palm III 
Price: £199.99 
Stockists: 0880 7311064 
Description: The previous small 
metal packets are basically micro 
PCs, but you may prefer something 
that works as an adjunct to your PC. 
rather than trying to emulate it For 
those of you who don't want to write 
the next Trainspotting or TheH arse 
Whisperer on the way to work, a key- 
board-free PDA (Personal Digital 
Assistant) may be more useful. 
SCom's Palm III is under 5in tall, 
looks a bit like a Star Trek commu- 
nicator (doesn't everything these 
days?), can store 6,000 names and 
addresses and five-years’ worth of 
appointments, and can be written on 
with a special stylus. 

The specs: 2Mb memory; infrared 
data transfer; PC docking facility. 
Style: kitk 

Anything else worth considering? 
Philips’ Nino 300 (£300, 0800 961445) 
may seem steeply priced fora posh 
phone/appointments book, but it 
justifies why it's more expensive 
than the Palm HI by boasting twice 
its memory being twice as stylish (a 
nice, matt silver finish), haring a 
nifty docking bay and being the 
first PDA to operate using Win- 
dows CE. Extra good points include 
neat short-cut command buttons and 
Pocket Communicator software that 
allows you tell the machine to per- 
form certain basic functions. If Dar- 
winian theory can be applied to 
machines, then it seems likely that 
the future of digital organisers will 
be evolving from this particular ma- 
chine's DNA 

OLD FAITHFULS 
Name: Mulberry Planner 
Price: £195 

Stockists: 0171-491 3900 
Description: If you still wonder 
why anyone would want an elec- 
tronic organiser; when it's trans- 
parently quicker both to jot down and 
look up phone numbers and ap- 
pointments in a book, then look no 
further than a Mulberry Planner, 
crafted in crocodile-styled Congo 
leather Some of its nice touches 


include inner sleeve credit-card 
slots and a zip pocket, but it's in the 
stationary pack that the planner 
really excels. As well as the usual ad- 
dress and notes, Mulberry has in- 
cluded fact sheets with such 
essential information as the inter-, 
national dialling code of the United 
Arab Emirates, the date of the Hen- 
ley Regatta, and how to start your 
first wine cellar. It's big, bulky and 
backbreakingty heavy, but worth 
the extra effort 

Style: ☆■**■** (if you liked the 
Eighties). 

Anything else worth considering? 
Filofax (0990 143702 for mail order) 
offers everything from restrained 
traditional to the so-bright-you- 
need-to-wear- shades contemporary, 
and in mini, pocket personal and A5 
sizes. The crocodile-skin-styled, 
black leather Ascot (£69.95 for the 
personal size) is suitably sombre for 
business purposes, while those of a 
more athletic bent may prefer the 
rubber-spin ed. zip-locked, vinyl 
Active organiser (£19.95 for pocket 
size), which comes in khaki as well 
as yellow, red and blue options. 

FINISHING TOUCHES 
•Writing class: a good personal or- 
ganiser requires an equally good 
writing implement The Mont Blanc 
14-carat Meisterstuck Classique 
(£165, 0181-232 3000 for stockists) has 
a streamlined feel and a piston 
converter to take ink cartridges for 
those who have never got to grips 
with inkwells. 
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® TV quick: ' 

The Casio CMD40 
(£60. 0181-450 9131) is 
the couch potato's ulti- 
mate organisational m 2 

tool, with its infra red 
remote control to op- 
erate your hi-fi, the 
TV and the VCR. ., 

0 Digital Post-It jj 

note: Always flunking \ M 
up million-doDar ideas J 

on the bus? Lake silty '’|sj 

gimmicks? Sony’s 
ICD-V21 (£60. 0990 ? 

111999) digital note- 
taker is for you. De- 
signed like a cartoon 
bubble, it records up to v 
99 short messages. 

• Making light work: 

Fbrget fumbling for keys 
in the dark after you 
drop them in the car 
park. Solve the problem 
with a Hermes credit-card- 
sized halogen beam, neatly 
presented in a stitched leathery 
envelope (£65, call 0171-823 1014 for 
details). 

• Credit control: Your wallet has 
recently taken a battering, so up- 
grade the thing you keep your cash, 
receipts and used lottery scratch 
cards in with a sleek, black execu- 
tive wallet from Land Rover (£45, 
stockists 0181-202 5454), designed 
more like a Chelsea boot than a 4x4’s 
rear end. 

Shaun Phillips 
DEPUTY EDITOR, ‘ZM* 
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Forward planning, clockwise 
from left: planner; £195. Mul- 
berry (0171-491 3900); Meis- 
terstuck Classique pen, £165, 
Mont Blanc (0181-232 3000 for 
stockists); 3Com Palm EH, 
£199.99 (0880 7311064 for 
stockists); black executive 
wallet, £45, Land Rover (0182- 
202 5454 for stockists) 
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WHEN IT comes to radiators 
you're either an exhibitionist or 
you're not The baric design of 

this heating staple has remained 

virtually unchanged over the 
years, but with all the styles, 
colours and sizes now on the. 
market, you can choose radia- 
tors that will demand athmtum, 

or fade into the background 
The eye-catching “Hot 
Springs” radiator from Bisque, 
inspired by a ring binder; is a 
continuous steel-tube coil. 
Made in England, it is one of the 
Mill e nnium Products selected 
to be on display in the Millen- 
nium Dome, available in three 

sizes - 0.6m, 1.2m and 1.8m - 
and 15 colours. Prices start at 
£350 for the smallest size in 
white. The design of Bisque’s 
round and chunky “Flowform 
radiator is based on traditional 
industrial heating-elements. 
Jl stacked circular fins maximise 

** the surface area ofthe radiator; 

while ensuring a compact 


ing your feet warm. These are 
available in four lengths from 
Qjfrn to 2m (from £139). 

Another new model that is 
sure to become a design clas- 
sic is Bisque’s “Cobratherm 


radiators 


towel radiator A single tube 
snakes asymmetrically up the 
wall, emfing in a dever ball 
finial perfect for hanging a 
bathrobe on to warm (from 
£387). It can be supplied in 
white, chrome or 1,600 ether 
colours - the entire Dulux 
range, in fact. It is also available 
in an e!ectrie*anty version - use- 
ful if you don't have a central 
heating system. 

Fhral Radiators’ designs are 
more utilitarian than Bisque’s, 
but extremely practical. Its alu- 
mimum radiators are made in 
sections 80mm wide, allowing 
incredible flexibility in size. 

But tf you’re seeking a rad- 
iator that will blend seamless- 
ly into its surroundings, then 
the Hudevad catalogue is in- 
spiring. Flicking through the 
sleek pages, it feels like playing 
“hunt the radiator” among the 
photos of minimalist interiors. 
Tb ensure a perfect match with 
your paintwork, the Hudevad 

et aaI rarfia tors arp avails hip in 


any colour produced by a paint 
manufacturer, or alternatively, 
ready primed so that you can 
decorate the racBator in situ. 

The simple, flat-fronted 
“plan” design cunningly pro- 



file industrially-inspired “FTowfornT radiator from Bisque 


vides high heat levels from a 
narrow body and is available in 
eight heights, eight depths and 
215 lengths, which can be 
straight, curved or angled 
(from £52). Even more discreet, 
"Symphony” (four heights, 144 
lengths, from £43) and “PS" (five 
heights, 144 lengths, from £32) 
radiators can be fitted hori- 
zontaltyorv^ticaltyandcanbe 
cunnliml with ness or rails for 


ban ging up towels to dry. A 
bonus of Hudevad’s sleek 
styling is that these radiators 
are extremely easy to clean. In 
a child's room, the robust Low 
Surface Temperature (L5T) 


flat panel radiators (eight 
heights, 340 lengths, two 
depths, from £120 for the outer 
case) are ideal, as no part of 
their surface will exceed 43°C. 

To replace or reinstate per- 
iod radiators, “Liberty” col- 
umn radiators from MHS 
Radiators are ideal. Cast in 
original, intricate, Victorian 
scrolled relief patterns, and 
Ktmnlied in an authentic eun- 


metal primer finish (from £220), 
they are compatible with both 
old and new beating systems. 
Alternatively; architectural sal- 
vage yards are a good source 
of reclaimed original cast-iron 


radiators; but make sure you re- 
member to get them pressure 
tested before fitting them. 

Clyde Combustion's tubular 
steel and cast-iron radiators 
and towel rails are classics 
that have stood the test of time. 
Bbr their FKR and Windsor 
radiators a sitei)ainting service 
is available, but three other 
styles are available in 33 
colours. The “Doric" radiator 
(from £145) is the perfect choice 
for simplicity. There are only 10 
sizes, and you can have any 
colour - as long as it's white. 

DlONA GREGORY 

Bisque, 244 Belsize Road, Lon- 
don NW64BZ 0171-328 2225 (jar 
Mdionwidesto<kislscaIL0l225 
46934 4); Clyde Combustions , 
CaxLane, Chessmgton, Surrey 
KT9 1SL (0181-391 2020); Fared 
Radiators, Tropical House, 
Chartuxods Road, East Grin- 
staid, West Sussex RH19 2HJ 
(01342 305420); Hudevad 


Street , Wdton-on?Tharnes, Sur- 
rey KT12 1AL (01932 247 835); 
MHS Radiators, 35 Nobel 
Square, Burnt MiHs Indust- 
rial Estate. Basildon, Essex 
SS13 1LT (01268 591 010) 


ANYTHING WITH “try me 
free” screaming from a 
packet has to be a good 
thing and this definitely is. 

Throughout January, 
Mai dwell is offering a free 
200g or 400g cheddar-styie 
cheese to anyone in the 
UK The deal is that you 
buy the cheese - around 
£1.29 and £2.49 for the two 
sizes - from your local 
supermarket, keep your 
receipt and the pack's 
promotional label and then 




send them both to the 
address on the label to 
have your money refunded 
by chequa 
Even the most 


pernickety cheese buffs 
who don't like the idea of 
buying anything less than 
a slab of real farmhouse 
Cheddar; freshly sliced, 
from their local cheese 
specialist, will welcome 
MaidweU into their fridges. 

Perfect for melting over 
toast or redining atop a 
Jacob’s cracker, MaidweU 
is really worth a try, and 
then another - especially 
since it comes packaged in 
a useful resealable pack. 


GOOD THING 


IF YOU didn’t get a pair ^ 

of Pauline Burrows 

pyjamas in your 

Christmas stocking, now 

is the time to take action .. 

and buy yourself some. ^ 

Made from fine Italian ^ 

cotton and hand- <v 

finished using xJbBP 

traditional methods, 

they are available in white or black and 

cost £225 a par - just the thing for lazy 

weekends. The pyjamas are available on 

0171-261 1988. 


MAD THING 




TO BE a stylish swigger 
you need to find your 
trademark tipple. And 
it’s time to forget the 
diched glamour of 
champagne. Martini or 
absinthe and indulge 
your secret Tia Maria 
side instead with a bottle 
of Stone’s Cream 
Liqueur. Launched last September and 
based on Stone's Ginger Wine and fresh 
cream, it costs £11.49 a bottle from aU 
major supermarkets. 
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A marriage made in Motown 

The first fruits of the Daimler/Chrysler alliance are on show in Detroit. Gavin Green glimpses the shape o f things — 



D etroit has about as much in 
common with Paris as a 
derelict car park has with the 
Louvre. Bat in the same way 
that the Paris catwalk is still 
the world trend-setter for high-street fash- 
ion, so Detroit’s motor show is the pointer 
for road vogue. Over the years, the North 
American International Auto Show, held in 
Detroit's decayed downtown area, has 
shown the way ahead for car design more 
than any other motor show. 

And it’s at these shows that a series of 
eye-catching concept cars from Chrysler 
eamt that company the reputation fiar being 
the world’s most avant-garde street styl- 
ist - the Jean-Paul Gaultier or Alexander 
McQueen of the blacktop. 

This year, of course, Chiller has 
changed. It is now part of the vast German 
Daimler concern, even though the Yanks 
still optimistically talk about Chrysler 
‘"merging” with the Germans. 7b celebrate, 
one of the star DaimlerChrysler exhib its 
in Detroit is a Mercedes. The Vision SLR 
is a concept can a type of vehicle from 
which sensible-shoes Mercedes usually 
shies away, reckoning that it is wiser to 
spend dough on cars that the punters can 
currently buy. But the SLR is a high- 
performance coupe that boasts not only a 
traditional Mercedes moniker (the SLR 
was Mercedes’ greatest Fifties sports 
car) but also a traditional Mercedes sports 
car feature - “gullwing” doors. 

It also has a super-powerful 557bhp 
supercharged V8 engine. It wont go on sale, 
at least not in this exact guise, brut there’s 
a goad chance that a Ferrari-busting front 
engined Mercedes supercar; bearing more 
than a passing resemblance to the SLR, 
will hit the streets in a few years. 

Not that Chrysler has rolled over and 
died in the face of its bigger German broth- 
er. It has a raft of intriguing concept vehi- 
cles on show, the most outrageous being 
a vast, 7.2-Iitre pick-up truck (a breed of ve- 
hicle the Yanks love) called the Dodge 
Power Wagon; while the most visionary was 
the fuel-ceQ-powered Jeep Commander a 
4x4 that is as green as the countryside it 
is designed to churn up. One newcomer def- 
initely scheduled for production is the 
Chrysler PT Cruiser. Novel rather than im- 
pressive, it looks like a cross between a 
London taxi and a Fifties hotrod, and will 
be marketed as a stylish, sporty alterna- 
tive to an estate can UK sales are likely. 

Sensing an opportunity to steal a march 
from the traditional masters of style, rival 
US car makers General Motors and Ford 
put great effort into their catwalk cars. GM. 
whose stand at Detroit in the past has usu- 
ally looked more like a used-car lot than a 
glimpse of the future, hadfive concept cars. 
.Three were quite daft - including an open- 
top B lick saloon which, with its parallel roof 
rails, lookedlfte a mobile handbag. Ihebest 
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Detroit delights: (clockwise, from top left) the BMW X5, Dodge Power Wagon, Cadillac Evoq and Ford Thunderbird 


GM effort, though, was highly impressive. 
Hie Cadillac Evoq is the first truly modern 
and handsome Cadillac-badged vehicle 
we’ve seen in decades. It’s a two-seater lux- 
ury roadster: aimed at the Mercedes SLand 
Jaguar XK8, and will go on sale within two 
years. It is earmarked for Europe. The Evoq 
is peppered with technical novelties. One 
of the deverest is “Night Vision”, which uses 
an infrared sensor to make objects visible 
to the driver well beyond the headlamp 
range: objects are shown on a display 
screen, with warm things -such as people. 


animals and other cars - highlighted. 
“Night Vision" goes on sale in America, on 
the Cadillac DeVflle saloon, later this yean 
It is a world first and promises to be a magor 
safety boon. 

Ford also breathed new life into a famous 
old badge - the Ford Thunderbird. Forty 
years ago, the Thunderbird badge sent 
young men’s testosterone levels soaring. 
Recent Thunderbirds, on the other hand, 
have had about as much sex appeal as a 
trucker’s vest 

The new one, previewed at Detroit, has 


overtones of the o riginal 1954 Thunderbird 
yet still looks modem and appealing It 
uses the underpinnings of the Jaguar Si- 
type - another part of the Ford family - 
and also uses the Jaguar's UK-designed 
V8 engine. It is designed by Ford's new 
styling boss, J Mays, who also designed 
the New Beetle, and is scheduled to go on 
sale in the US late next year. UK sales are 
almost certain. 

For Europeans, though, there was no 
doubting the production-car star It was the 
BMW X5 and. as with DaimJerChiysler it 


is another US-German hybrid. Designed 
and engineered in Munich, it will be built 
in Spartanburg, South Carolina. It’s a 4x4 
“sports activity” vehicle and is designed 
more for motorways than for mud. 

BMW's arch rival Mercedes has enjcyed 
huge sales success with its new M-dass 
4x4. a result that finally persuaded BMW 
to put its badge on to an “off-roader”. Quite 
why BMW is doing this, though, is still 
something of a mystery. After all, BMW 
owns Land Rover and Range Rover; the 
kings of the genre, who must wonder just 


why BMW needs the X5. It does tend to 
impty a certain lack of confidence in the 
British-badged 4x4s. The X5 uses much of 
the suspension and drive-train hardware 
earmarked for the next generation Range 
Rover Diesel, straight-six and V8 engines 
are on offer and, aware that 4x4s have a 
dodgy reputation for safety the X5 has a 
modern unitary construction body, 
strengthened roof pillars and 10 airbags. 
British sales start in mid-2000 - a few 
months before the new Range Rover Hits 
the showrooms. 


Like a Range Rover, but with added style 


Designed in Germany but built in America, the new 4x4 from Mercedes is good-looking - and less expensive than you’d expect. By Roger Bell 


THERE ARE several unusual things about 
Merc's new M-dass 4x4. Fbr a start, its off- 
road ability is almost inddentaL Everyone 
knows that butch sports utilities rarely 
stray from terra firma, so why compromise 
on-road performance? Mercedes hasn't 
Here's an off-road er for the autobahn. 

Second, the M-dass has style. Gone are 
the severe military looks of the old G- 
wagen with which Mercedes fought a losing 
battle a gain st the Range Rover Third, it’s 
less expensive than you might expect of a 
premium vehicle wearing a three-pointed 
„ star Fourth, the quality and finish fall below 

Merc s new 4x4 won t let the grass grew those expected of a Merc -perhaps because 


the M-dass is the first passenger car Mer- 
cedes has built outside Germany. But to as- 
semble them in Alabama makes sense, 
given that €0 per cent will be sold in the US, 
and fewer than a quarter in Europe. 

Technically, the ML320 is everything 
you’d expect - able, refined, sophisticated, 
comfortable. It’s quick, too - though the 
ML430 V8, coming next spring, will be 
quicker M-B's contention that its M-dass is 
as car-like to drive and handle as a two-ton 
off-roader can get is irrefutable. 

Driving all four wheels through a smooth- 
changing five-speed automatic gearbox 
(there’s no manual option), the Lusty V6 en- 


gine gives lively acceleration and effortless 
cruising. Keep the revs down and quietness 
is another virtue. There’s little evidence of 
the wallow or agitation that can afflict off- 
roaders. I didn’t much like the dead, mushy 
steering, but the cornering composure and 
tenadty are exemplary. 

The M320 relies on electronically- 
governed traction control for off-road grip, 
which is more than adequate for most own- 
ers’ needs. So is the articulation of road-bi- 
ased aD-wishbone suspension that gives such 
a smooth ride. There's little to compromise 
comfort You sh tail, wito a commanding view 

out, in voluptuous front seats. 


Ergonomically, the M320 has one 
advantage over all other Mercs: there’s a sep- 
arate right-hand stalk for the wipers. And 
about time, too. 

If not the roomiest 4x4. it is hardly spa- 
tially challenged Three in the back is not a 
squeeze (though five would be with the op- 
tional third row of seats). But the big boots 
sill - too high for our arthritic Labrador - 
hampers toadmg. Not does the quality of trim 
and fittings impress for a car likely to cost 
the thick end of £35,000 with extras. Think 
of the M320 as a four-wheel drive E-class sa- 
loon on stilts and you have its measure. 
Beware, Range Rover; there’s a Merc about 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Make and model: Mercedes- 
Benz ML320, from £31,190 on 
the road 

Engine: 3199cc V6, 18 valves, 
218bhp at 5600rpm. 
Transmission: five-speed 
automatic gearbox (with high 
and low range), all-wheel drive. 
Performance: top speed 
U2mph (governed), 0-60mph in 
9.2 seconds. 
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Amanda Grant’s Citroen 2CV 
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Truly a meal on wheels 
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My worst and, strangely, 
one of my best cars, in 
which I had lots of 
adventures, was a bright 
red Citroen 2CV. I 
christened it Bertie. 1 loved 
him and even had his name 
spelt out on the boot 
However; we didn't get off 
to a good start 

I bought Bertie for £300 
and then popped into a 
petrol station. But the 
petrol cap would not come 
off. A smug driver in a new 
Mercedes didn’t help when 
he said: H Oi Iuv, need a tin 
opener?” I felt dreadful, this 
was my new pride and joy. 

My heart sank even 
more when I looted at the 
floor and could see the 
petrol forecourt below. 
There were loads of holes I 
had never spotted. So after 
finally filling up with petrol, 
I stopped for a quote for 
repairs. The mechanic 
condemned Bertie as a pile 
of junk. This was the worst 
car I could have bought, he 
said. I was close to tears 
but went for a second 
opinion, and the next 
garage didn't think there 
was a problem. 



Amanda Grant’s Citroen 2CV was a temperamental, if lovable, beast 


After that it was 
relatively plain sailing 
thanks to the brilliant 
suspension - 1 could drive 
to shoots without food 
ending up on the floor. And 
that food once came in very 
handy when the police 
stopped me because I 
turned without signalling. 
But they scoffed some of 
my cakes and let me off 
with a warning. 

However, Bertie let me 
down on occasions. Once in 


thick fog somewhere 
between Cardiff and 
Warwickshire he just 
stopped and stranded me 
for hours. Then there were 
all the rust holes; it was 
freezing in winter. 

Just as bad were the 
petrol fumes. I had to ban 
passengers from smoking 
otherwise it would have 
been a tin snail flamb€. 

When I sold it, I thought 
that the buyer would not ' 
get far before coming back 


to complain, but I still got 
more for Bertie than I paid 
18 months before - a very 
handy £350. 

And he definitely had a 

lot left in the tank - my dad 

spotted Bertie on the road a 
year later. 


Amanda Grant’s latest 
hook. The Cosmopolitan 
vegetarian Cook Rook', is 
published by Robson Books 
a* £7.99. She mas talking to 
James Ruppert 
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Buying property for children at university not only assures them a decent home but is a good investment for you. By Mary Wilson 


Honey, I 
bought a 
house for 


the 


E very year, parents go 
through the same 
trauma - where are 
their children, who 
are going off to col- 
lege or university, 

going to live? 

Fbr their first year of university 
fife, that place will usually be in the 
halls of residence. After that time, 
the student is likely to want a little 
more independence. 

Of course, they can rent digs, but 
these are not cheap - £70 a week on 
average in London, £30- £40 a week 
in more rural areas - and often very 
basic. An alternative option is fbr 
parents to buy a property fbr their 
diild dose to their university or col- 
lege. This can either be used by the 
child alone, or - if it has enough 
rooms -let to other students, whose 
rent can be used to payoff some or 
all of the mortgage. 

But by the time the idea is con- 
sidered seriously, the second year 
has started, or is about to start, and 
it barely seems to make sense to 
embark on a property purchase 
with so little time left. 

Ebr that reason, ifyou want to buy 
now- while your child is still in halls 
- is the time to do it Among other 
things, it is now possible both to com- 
pare life in halls with that outside 
and to have a reasonable idea of the 
best (and cheapest} areas to live in. 

And you don't have to do it on your 
own. In Bristol, four sets of parents 
have joined forces to buy a house for 
their children to live in while at uni- 
versity. Eight friends, who have now 
finished their first yeai; got togeth- 
er and decided they were prepared 
to commit themselves to signing 


kids 


up for a year’s lease. And they hope 
to stay together until the end of 
their courses. 

Half the number persuaded then- 
parents to go into the joint venture, 
the other half will be renting their 
rooms. “It was a nightmare to start 
with,” says Carol and David Bullen, 
one of the sets of parents buying. 

“It took a long time to find the 
right house, as anything we heard 
of sold before we got the chance to 
see it. Then it was very difficult or- 
ganising the mortgage with four sig- 
natures, but we managed it. We 
hoped to find somewhere back in 
May but, as it happened, we com- 
pleted on the property just two 
weeks before our daughter had to 
move in.” 

The syndicate has bought a 
seven-bedroom house with a small 
garden, which was in good condition 
but needed a bit of work doing to it 
As the famili es come from Nor- 
wich. Hull, Bi rmingham and Exeter, 
a considerable amount of organisa- 
tion was needed to get the bouse 
ready fbr habitation. 

“One of the parents has been 
doing the plumbing, putting in an- 
other bathroom; another helped 
with the electrics; and we have all 
mucked in, painting and buying 
second-hand furniture at auction 
houses,” says Carol 

“We have all got on fine and, after 
the initial traumas, it really has 
been quite fun. I am very pleased 
with the outcome as rents are going 
up all the time and at least we 
know our children are living some- 
where decent” 

She reckons that the rents from 
the four tenants wfll pay almost all 



David and Carol Bullen at home in the house they and other parents bought fbr their student children Chris Jones 


children attend university," says managing the house to their children 


the mortgage, with the parents 
making up a small shortfall “And if 
there is only a 2 per cent increase 
in house prices over two years we 
will make a small profit when we 
sell” she says. 

Another couple of students, 
brother and sister Dean and Dhalia 
Khanna, can thank their parents for 
giving them the chance to live in a 
nice flat while they are at universi- 
ty in London. Dean, who is I8years 
old, has just started university while 
Dhalia has up till now lived in halls 
of residence. 

“Our parents have bought us a 
two-bedroom apartment at Bar- 
rett's development in East Harding 
Street, EC4. It is perfect for us, only 


a short distance away from the uni- 
versities,” says Dean. Pemberton 
House is a conversion of a six- 
storey, former office building into 39 
one- and two-bedroom apartments. 


Prices range from £273,000 to a 
penthouse at £420,000. 

“There has definitely been an 
increase in parents buying large 
houses in the towns in which their 


Rowena Wild, managing director 
of Chestertons Residential. “By 
r unning the property as a business, 
and renting out rooms to other 


students, accommodation costs can 
be kept to a minimum and the busi- 
ness' can even show a profit 
“Parents often like to band the 
responsibility for running and 


as it gives them excellent commer- 
cial responsibility and experience.” 

When the course is finished, the 
parents hope to have their invest- 
ment intact, either to continue let- 
ting out or to sell. University towns 
always need homes for their peren- 
nially chan ging students, teachers 
and ancillary staff, so even if the 
worst happened and the property 
market collapsed, there should still 
be a guaranteed demand for rental 
accommodation. 

“You get a very good return on 
this sort of property,” says James 
Wilson, a buying agent for Lane Ftox. 
“And the way the market is at the 
moment, it is unlikely to rise much 


' Parents like to hand the running of the house 
over to the children. It gives them excellent 
commercial responsibility and experience ' 


in the next six months. It is a very 
good opportunity to buy for invest- 
ment purposes." 

And should you decide to run the 
property as a business, then the 
ARLA (Association of Residential 
Letting Agents) Buy-to-Let scheme 
is available, which makes it far 
easier for individuals to buy property 
for investment purposes. The 
scheme is just into its third year and, 
over the last two years, more than 
13,000 Buy-to-Let mortgages have 
been arranged. 

Chestertons Residential 0171-262 
5 060; Lane Fox, 01 71-499 4785 ; sales 
office at Pemberton House, 0171-583 
2237; ARLA hotline, 01923 896 555 
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Architect’s brownfield of dreams 


The house that John built is a shining example of how derelict land can be exploited. By Martin Thompson 


IMAGINE A rectangular hunk of Ched- 
dar with one comer pared off That’s 
the best way to describe the awkward 
end-of-garden plot that John Hart 
discovered tucked behind the univer- 
sity boathouses on the River Cam. 

to this narrow space, measuring a 
mere 150 square metres, this imagi- 
native Cambridge architect has 
• designed and built for his own use a 
spacious two -bedroom house with 
garden and garage. 

With its low hanging eaves, court- 
yard garden and fulsome use of warm 
materials, such as honey-coloured 
brick and European redwood, the 
Hart house combines a Japanese feel 
with that of an English medieval 
building. By taking advantage of every 
available inch in a highly imaginative 
way, it inspires new standards in 
urban housing. And all for around 
^ £90,000, excluding the cost of land. 

For Mr Hart, the c ulmina tion of 
years of ingenuity and hard slog came 
in Sep temb er 1998 when the Royal 
Institute of British Architects (Riba) 
gave the house one of its prestigious 
Architects Awards - a well deserved 
pat on the back, not only for its space- 

defying design but also for the quali- 
ty of craftsmanship. 

The wood finish throughout is so 
good that you can’t help stroking it Mr 
Hart’s previous home was a 14th-cen- 
tury timb ered house in Suffolk, and he 
ackn owledges vernacular influences 
like closed roof beams. None the less, 
his creation by the Cam is resolutely 
modem in its approach to layout - to 
quote the Riba prize jury. “Ebr such 
a wnan building, the house has an 
interior of surprising generosity.” If 
anything, this is an understatement 
Modest in scale it may appear from 
the outside, but inside the effect pro- 
duces a gas p of amazement 

The house itself occupies just 80 
square metres, and to avoid dead 


nor walls. Yet open plan 

o be as open as you want it 

spite being open to the 


Lc wuuae it&w — * 

ever use of Japaaesfr-slyle 

id room dividers doubling as 

systems, he has created 
yet intimate living areas 
nto one another 


S StBSB, maHli ni - 

ises the thin end of the wedge- 
d frontage, and the bedrooms 
y the back of the house, which 



Apparently modest in scale from the outside, the effect inside produces a gasp of amazement John Hart 


is at a higher level than the living 
spaces to give a greater sense of 
privacy and calm. The house is 
exceptionally light and airy itself a 
triumph in the face of adversity. 

To squeeze every inch out of the 
site, Mr Hart needed to build right up 
to the boundary walls. Neighbours did 
not want their gardens overlooked, so 
getting dayfightto&e interior became 
bis greatest challenge. 

Whole free to put in sliding 
doors finking the interior to the terrace 
and garden, his solution elsewhere 
was to install narrow bands of glazing 
running along between the eaves and 
the tops of the outside walls. Known 
as clerestory glaring, this throws light 
up into the roof void and on a sunny 
day allows shafts of light to move 
steadily through the interior turning 
it into an impromptu sundiaL 

Mr Hart was equally determined 


that the house should remain private. 
To mate the most of the river view 
without bring overlooked by passers- 
by, he raised the floor level fay half a 
metre so that you gaze over the heads 
of even the loftiest rowing Blues. 

All the more remarkable is the fact 
that Mr Hart constructed the house 
virtually single-handed He has buflt 
traditional wooden boats, but when it 
came to house-building he admits to 
having been a novice. 

It was not supposed to happen like 
this. Hie search for a house in central 
Cambridge produced nothing but de- 
spair and Mr Hart found himself look- 
ing for that rarity, a well-situated 
brownfield site on winch to have a 
house constructed to his own design. 

He planned to carry on working 
while project managing his own site. 
However; some builders that he had 
hired failed to live up to Ins exacting 


standards. They were firmly shown the 
door; and Mr Hart picked up where 
they left off 

But a diplomatic mission had to pre- 
cede the elbow grease. Aware that two 
planning applications for the site had 
already foiled, he went knocking on 
neighbours’ doors. He presented them 
with two scale models, one of the di- 
lapidated corrugated-iron repair shop 
that presently filled the site and the 
other of the proposed new house. 
Which would they rather have? 

The neighbours were speedily won 
oven and what looked like the final 
hurdle - permission to run drains over 
alining private land- was overcome. ' 
However; at the 13th hour; neigh- 
bours (who have since moved) raised 
further objections. 

For the whole year it took to con- 
dude negotiations, Mr Hart worked on 
excavating a cellar Wooden Horse style. 


inside the easting structure. Once the 
derelid shed had been demolished, the 
prqject finally had lift-off At first it was 
weekend working only but John even- 
tually took the plunge and forsook 
architectural practice to labour day- 
in day-out on the house for 18 months. 
Eire years slipped by from the time the 
site was bought to when the project 
was completed. 

The marathon has paid off The 
Hart house in Cambridge stands as a 
shining example of ingenious, acces- 
sible design. The current crusade is 
to make use of eveiy scrap of urban 
brownfield land to build more homes. 
If on|y Mr Hart’s rontemporaiy haven 
could be cloned throughout our inner 
cities, people would be deserting the 
suburbs in droves. 

John Hart, chartered architect, can 
he contacted on 01223 384000 



Stepping Stones 

One Family’s property Story 



DESIGNER CAROLINE 
Scott and charity director 
Carl Poll have bought three 
properties since 1985. They 
now live in a Victorian 
house in Telegraph Hill, 
south London with their 
sons Freddie and Billy. 

Carl first considered 
buying back in 1977 while 
living in Edinburgh: “A 
studio flat was £750 and a 
two-bed flat £1,200, sums 
which were too small to be 
mortgageable. I considered 
borrowing from my mum 
but went to Paris instead.” 

The Eighties saw Carl 
living in a Peckham council 
fiat and still reluctant to 
buy: “I fancied a more 
Bohemian lifestyle.” 

Eventual^ he tired of 
“putting money into 
renting” and frit he should 
take the plunge. Scouring 
south-east London, he 
found that the price of a 
two-bedroom flat in Brixton 
would bqy a whole house in 
less popular Brockley: “1 
wanted enough room for 
someone to live in and help 
pay the mortgage.” 

In 1985 Carl bought a 
three-bedroom Victorian 
terraced house for £39,000. 
Carl’s partner; Caroline, 
was then Irving in short-life 
property, but the frenzy of 
increasing prices prompted 
her also to get a foot on the 
property ladder. In 1987, 
she moved in with Carl and 
together with her mother 
paid £66,500 for a terraced 
house in Crofton Park 
which she rented out and 
believed was a good 
investment: “By 
completion it was worth 


£78,000, 1 should probably 
have sold then.” 

After 10 years in 
Brockley, Freddie’s birth 
prompted them to buy 
somewhere together and 
end the complication of 
running two households. 

In 1995 they sold both 
properties. Crofton Park’s 
value had slipped to £60,000 
and the Brockley house, 
valued in 1989 at £100,000, 
sold for £75,000. Selling in a 
slump meant modest 
profits but the large, and 
previously unaffordable, 
houses they had always 
coveted in Telegraph HDl 
were now within reach. 
They paid £90,000 for a 
three-storey Victorian 
terraced house and 
estimate they have spent 
£35,000 on restoration. 

Roger G rover; of Halifax 
Property Services, says: 
“Telegraph Hill is the best 
part of New Cross. It’s 15 
minutes into the City.” 

GINETTA VEDRICKAS 

Those moves in brief... 
1985 - bought Brockley 
terrace for £39,000, sold for 
£75,000. 

1987 - bought Crofton Pa* 
house for £66,5000, sold for 
£60,000. 

1995 - bought three-storey 
house in Telegraph H31 for 
£90,000 now worth £220,000. 

If you would like you r 
moves to be featured, 
write to: Nic Cicutti, 
Stepping Stones, One 
Canada Square , Canary 
Wharf, London El4 5DL. 

£100 will be awarded for 
the best story 
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WALNUT TREE 
Cottage, on the 
edge of Great 
Sailing , in north- 
west Essex, was 
built just four years 

«gn in the 
traditional style of 
the area. The four- 
bedroom house has 
a small annexe, 
with a shower-room 

£S« garage, and sfcnds in about a Unri of 

^ttlooksfollo^d-fasiuoned character. with e^P^ed 

timbers and a poUshed oak strip floor )"**£*;£ 
hall, but it has a 15ft kitchen with gleammg Si^nens ^ 
i,nk inteorsitpri fridee. freezer and dishwasher am 


G entrifi cation comes in dif- 
ferent guises, stages and 
degrees. Peckham has 
already been discovered, 
so rock-bottom properly 
prices have come and gone. But Peck- 
ham's progress has been tepid. Unlike 
Notting HUI or Islington, where prices 
have strato- soared, this once notori- 
ous district is still affordable. 

The standard London A-Z tells 
interesting tales. The black lines that 
symbolise railway routes are thick as 
they depart London Bridge, but, as 
they thin out into various branch 
lines, they seem to bypass Peckham. 
Actually, the lines curl around and 
under Peckham, which in its southern 
reaches is rich in rail service. 

Closer scrutiny shows that some 
streets are packed together and clut- 
tered, but many are fairly wide apart 
PhDs in A-Zs know that houses here 
will have large gardens and the zig-zag 
roads among them will be quiet 
Marc Wiehe. of estate agents 
Wmkworth, lives as well as works in 
the area, which, he admits, was unsal- 
ubrious a few years ago. “The demo- 
graphics are constantly changing. 
Peckham used to be known for crime, 
now it is wall-to-wall Vbivos. My wife 
and I personally experienced more 
crime when we lived in Kensington." 

He notes that Peckham s housing 
stock is good and that properties 
even in conservation areas are not that 
dear. “Rents have gone through the 
root Many people in negative equity 
cashed in when prices rose, chucked 
out their tenants and sold. Fewer 
flats were available to rent, so prices 
went up sharply," says Mr Wiehe. 

Fbr singles with really’ tight budgets, 
inexpensive ex-council flats are 
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Not such a bad area after all... Clifton Crescent, off Asylum Road 


available. For families concerned 
about space and schools, large houses 
are available for under £200,000 near 
the good schools that serve the area. 

South Peckham has improved sub- 
stantially and “is now almost indis- 
tinguishable from East Dulwich”, says 
Mr Wiehe. “Prices on some of these 
roads went through the roof, but 
many houses are still available at 
prices which are good value.” 

North Peckham is slowly changing 
as tower blocks are replaced with 
more attractive housing, much of it 
council or housing-association con- 
trolled. and some of it privately held. 

Another local estate agent, Stephen 
Smith of Bushells. notes that “out- 
siders tend to think that Peckham is 
not a good area to live in. But once they 
move in they stay. When they have to 
move, they don’t leave the area. They 
move up within Peckham itself” 

ROBERT LlEB MAN 


PhilMeech 


The Low-Down 


Prices: Three-bedroom houses in 
good condition on or near Asylum 
Road are available for £110- 
£115.000. says Stephen Smith, of 
BusheUs. For good value, look at 
Oglander. Nutbrook and M axled 
roads. Fairclough is selling new 
one-, two- and three-bedroom 
flats at prices up to £83,250. 
TYansport: Peckham straddles 
zones 2 and 3. No tube, but 
Peckham Rye overground serves 
Blackfriars and London Bridge. 
Buses are good, especially the No 
12 to Piccadilly and Oxford Street. 
Council tax: In Southwark. Band 
A is £524, Band H is £1,573. 
Home/ofEce: Some attractively 


priced shops with flats above are 
available. Mr Smith says: “If they 
are on secondary parades, you 
can generally get change of use 
for residential or home/office." As 
the area gentrifies, the number of 
empty shops should decline. 
Peckham Partnership: With 
other interest parties, the council 
has reached the halfway point in a 
project to have 3,000 homes 
demolished and 2,000 new ones 
built by 2002. Of the new units, 60 
per cent will be council owned. 20 
per cent housing association, and 
20 per cent for sale. “Our aim in 
part is to reduce housing density." 
says a council spokesperson. 


Peckham Pulse: One of the 
partnership schemes, the Pulse is 
a complex including swimming 
and hydrotherapy pools, two 
aerobics studios, a soft play area 
and separate health and fitness 
suites. Other council projects 
include a modern library' with 
media centre and a 
comprehensive programme to 
combat crime. 

Peckham parks with ponds: The 
area is well served by Burgess 
Park in the north and Peckham 
Rve Common in the south. 

Estate agents: Bushells <0181-299 
17221; Winkworth <0181-299 2722); 
Fairclough <0171-358 9816). 


limed oak units wun rroveuyaKr u.u*. ---* 

There’s also a 22ft drawing-room with a massive 
fireplace of exposed herringbone bncks and a heavy 
oak beam supporting the chimney breast rnce 
£270,000; details from Trembath Welch 01371 8»*.117 

fflGHWlNDS. on the 
edge of Tavistock, 

looks as though it’s 
been rooted in the 
moorland in Devon 
for more than a 
hundred years. 

However; the three- 
bedroom properly 
was designed by a 
local architect and 
bunt less than 10 
years ago. 

With views over the town and the Tamar Valley, it has 
solid stone facing an d Delabole slate windowsills. 

On the ground floor, there is a dinin g hall with a 
•Victorian open fire and a maple wood floor, a drawing- 
room with French doors to the garden and a large 
kitdien-/breakfast-room with fitted American oak units. 

The bedrooms lead from the galleried landing on the 
first floor; and the lower ground floor is a playroom and 
utility-room. Price £195,000; details from Mansbridge & 
Raime nt 01822 612345 

THIS ARCHITECT- 
designed house in 
the centre ofYnys 
Mon. three miles 
from Llangefni, in 
Anglesey, was built 
specially to blend in 
with surrounding 
older properties. 

The entrance 
hall has a vaulted 
ceiling and farin g 
brick on one walL — 

The 19ft drawing-room is panelled in oak and has a 
period cast-iron fireplace with double doors leading to 
the conservatory The kitchen has been divided by a 
peninsula unit into living and cooking areas and 
includes a full-height fireplace and built-in pine 
cupboards. Upstairs there are four bedrooms and a 
bathroom and shower-room. Price £125,000; details 
from Dafydd Hardy 01248 371212. 

ROSALIND RUSSELL 
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PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


Auctions 


MAJOR REGIONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION 


Mainly By Order of the Mortgagees 
Including Halifax PLC 

27th JANUARY 1999 

STASIS WINDMILL HOTEL, LEEDS - 0839 772201 
Sou lb & Wsa Yorkshire. Tyne & Wl-it. Ban Riding of Yorkshire. 
Durham & North umhtriand 
28th JANUARY 1999 

GT BARR HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTRE 
CT BARR - 0839 772202 
Norlhampliinshirc, West Midlands. Nottinghamshire. 

Vhk- of Gfimurgan. Neath & ftvr TalhoL, SbrefRhJre. 
Staffordshire & Dohynbire 

29th JANUARY 1999 

HAYDOCK PARK RACECOURSE - 0839 772203 
Gl Manchester. Lancashire. Cumbria. Cheshire & Merseyside 
Cals lo ta number costs 49 d a 

(For a faxed br the tM»e a Unger oi) ptaase ci W nwrten ahwa. 



Devon & Cornwall 



DEVON COAST 

Near Dartmouth 
All/idhc qtfcn jpsnjDctn is dm 
floor of Regent* crustn house. 
Superb nontemped of Sjpon 
Ley uimr nsene. Ufae tod sc* 
beyond Seduded t»n Jcres. of Im 
and uooJanl ad. 9i0d mimo{ 
pool Wrt ttoougfl 6 dd to chad) sod 
pda and uncart* 

Nanai Ina eras fiat 
For residenx. wan) bone 
a nwiirtannu of euNabcd 
hdktrv ra'ncne. 

Bnaetite system uf 

arc anil naannwocr, Lma ^naon . 
beckons btta. kbcbcc. tauKows. 
Priw&c 

Oroea rctaraiBg » New Zealand 
£62^500 

TbL* Goodwin 
01548 580990 


UARME DRIVE AREA 
Reverse level, lour bedroom 
detached hoa». Quiet 
location ovoriootanfl wooded 
veOw. Close to beaches, 
coastal path, local shops and 
schools. New find kitchen, 
balcony, open plan dining 
room, large mature garden 

£ 149,950 

01803 294604 



TUSCANY 
UMBRIA 


THE EUROPEAN 
NETWORK 

We have a large eelecOan 
of both restored and 
unre st ored property lor sale 
ranging from apmtments 
and farmhouses, to wllas 
and palazzos. 

We also offer bM 
restoration and 
management sendee 


01725 516858 

Or View the entire 
analogue on our Webate:- 
www^uropiepartyneLcom 


X 1/xJ-i 0171 293 250! 


Sell your home for as little as 
£50 per advertisement 

¥THE INDEPENDENT 

TAT nc TXEKT FA 


INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 


Advertise your property through the Independent and 
Independent on Sunday’s highly successful Property 
Gallery, a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the Saturday Your Money 
or the Sunday Business sections. Your property will 
appear in the format shown here, with 40 words of 
description complemented by a full colour photograph 
of your home. 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book, the cheaper the 
cost per ad:- 

f x Advertisement costs £95 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 

Fill in tWs coupon and send payment, a colour photograph and 
up to 40 words of copy to: The Property Team, Classified 
Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 
DeacSne for receipt of copy/photo Is at least 6 working days prior to 

pubDcatfon. Offer open to private advertisers only, commercial 
advertising package available on request 


CRANBROOK 





TELEPHONE (daytime) 


ADDRESS 


I require Q} E 51 (tick appropriate box) Adverflsement(s) at a total cost of £ 
Please enclose a cheque for this amount made payable to ‘Newspaper Publishino Pte« 
or fill In your Visa/Access/Amex/Diners Club details: 3 


CREDIT CARD 


SIGNATURE.. 


[EXPIRY DATE. 


For advise or more Information please call The Pronpn^ t 

on 0171-293 2343 or 0171-293 2302 ^ m 


To advertise in this section please call James Underhill now on 0171 293 2302 
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